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MEMOIRS OF FAIZABAD. 

Although various liistorians, living and clead, hav^ 

a , written histories of various kings 

Introuuotory* ■ 

and emperors, and Mir Gpulam ‘All 

of Bilgrdm, who wrote under the nom de plump, of AzdTclj 

Saiyad GhuMm ‘Ali Khdn of Bde Bareli, Mr. Ward> 

and other good authorities, have written special his* 

tories in full detail of the time of Muhammad Sh'dh; the 

rise of SaVidat Khdn, Nishdpuri; the official career^ of 

Qamani’ddln Khdn; the establishment of the rule of 

Hizdmulmulk Chfn QuKj Khdn in the Dakhin provin^i 

ces; the subsequent decay of the empire which began 

in the fifth year of Ahmad Shdh's reign; the mur4e? 

of Jdwed Khdn by Nawdh Safdar Jang; the civil w£fl! 

which raged for nine months between the latter and 

‘Imddu’Inmlk. (^hdziu’ddin Khdn; the six years after 

the accession of ‘Alamgfr Sdni, which followed on the 

captivity of Ahmad Shdh; and the revolt of Shdh ‘Aiam 

‘All Gauhar, yet none of these writers witnessed the 

events which occurred at Kaizdbdd after Shujd'u’ddau* 

lah^s death, and so they have not treated this subject. 


Ghuldm ‘All Khdn came with the English Collector, 
of Gorakhpur to visit Faizdbdd. One day, when thejr, 
were in the Guldb Bdri, the Collector asked Ghuldm ‘All 
^hdn to tell him all about the foundation of the city, 
the date of the Guldb Bdri and Nawdb Shujd'u’ddaulah’s 
cenotaph. As the Khdn had written at Colonel Baillie’s 
request a history of Nawdb Burhdnulmulk and his 
descendants, and of other nobles of Hinddstdn, the 
Collector was sure that, as he was so fond of research, 
he would certainly know all about ihis city. The Khdn 
promptly sent me a letter and made inquiries. I sent him ^ 
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HISTOET OF 


, a reply gi?ing him the required information. From that 
day I was impressed with the conviction thaJ: I should 
write the Memoirs of Faizdbdd. 

♦ 

I have in the former volume of this work written a 
concise account of the Mughal Emperors up to the time 
of ShdhjahAn; then I have shetehod the^ early years 
of ‘i^lamgir Aurangzeb in great detail, and the closing 
years of his life briefly, and I have depicted tbe revolu- 
tions and tbe bloodshed of the sixteen years which 
elapsed from the accession of Mu'azzam Bahddtir Sh4h 
in 1118 A.H. [1707 A.D.] to the beginning of the 
reign of Muhammad Shdh in 1133 A.H.^ [1720 A.D.], 
whmh surpass anything ever heard before, especially 
the plots of Nawdb Nusrat Jang Zu’lfaqdr Khdn, who 
in nine days caused three princes to fight each other* 
to the death, and perished himself after eight months: 
I have told of the arrival of Parrukhsiyar on the scene 
with the assistance of the Saiyads, and the estrange- 
ment which ensued between him and them within a 
few months of his elevation to the throne, an occurrence 
which is almost without a parallel: and I have done so 
because there are, I believe, some lessons which my 
"^readers may learn from the records of these events. 


I now turn to write the Memoirs of Faizdbdd. 

They say that when Nawdb Burhdmi’lmulk was 
appointed to the governorship of the 
Oudh Sxibah by the Emperor, he 
pitched his tent and court on the 
top of an eminence on the hanks 
of the Ghdgra, four miles to the 
west of the homestead of the Haveli 


Beginning of the 
history of Faizabad, 
from the appointment 
of Nav?db Burhdnu’l- 
inulk Sa'^dat ]^hdn, 
Nishdpuri, to the Su- 
hahddri of Oudh. 


There is a mistake hero, See p, 246, Vol. 1. 
1a 
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, Kh4ss.* After a few days lie constructed a bart^la^'^ 
that is, a woot^eii hut with a thatched roof, in which to 
pass the rainy season. Round it he raised a mud Wall 
on all four sides, with a bastion on each corner like a 
fort. He made the enclosure so long and so wide^as 
to leave plenty of room foi5* cavalry, infantry, and artih 
f lery, stables, and other establishments. As he had no 
A special fancy for masonry, his female quarters were also ^ 
i ! built of mud. When he had any leisure from tours of 
P, inspection of estates and districts, anti from revenue 
f i settlement, he spent it in that wooden hut. Hence 
his place of residence was called ‘ Bangla.’ After his 
I death it came in the time of Safdar Jang to be called 
Faiz4b4d. Round about this enclosure some Mughal 
“chiefs laid out gardens and used to come out to them 
for airing and amusement: but Diwdn Atma Rdip’s 
sons laid out a long Mzdv or market with rows of shops 
outside the enclosure on the west side, near the /gate 
known as Dihli Darwdza,f and erected residential 
buildings. Outside the enclosure Isma'il Kh^n Ris4l- 
ddr also built another open bdzdr and a market-place, 
which he named after himself. In the same way odd 
houses sprang up irregularly here and there belonging" 
to tradespeople. Inside the fortified enclosure there 
were also houses built by eunuchs and cavalry oflScers 
of every rank. 

After Nawdb Safdar Jang’s death all was spoiled 
; and ruined. Shujdhi’ddaulah made Lucknow his per- 
; manent residence; hut when he went on tour every 
i ^ year, he used to spend one or two nights here and go 

I ^ . 

j * K,ba§s here means Havoli Avvadh, 

i tMhiOate. 
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. on to Gorakhpur and Bandras, until he engaged the' 
English army in 1178 A.H. [1764 A.D.]. On that 
Occasion, owing to the faithlessness of some of his 
officers, who were secretly in correspondence with the. 
Compalny’s servants and favoured them, and to the in- 
action of R4ja Beni Bahddur, who with 10,000 horse 
at the critical moment stood aloof and looked on, he 
turned at the advice of his brother Sd^Mr Jang and 
others, as circumstances compelled him, from the field, 
hurried to Faizdb^d, took all necessaries which were in' 
the fort, loaded them on conveyances, and after one 
day’s march entered Lucknow. Here he rested, as he 
had done at Faizdbdd, for one night, collected his cash 
apd valuables, and earned them ofiP with him to Bareli. 
After nine months had passed he met- the English and* 
a friendly peace was concluded. Five annas in the 
rupee of the revenue were assigned to the English^ 
Ag^n the diverted stream returned to the desired 
channel. 

When Shujd‘u’ddaulah was at Bareli, and subse- 
quently when he was at Farrukhdbdd, when he met 
Nawdb ‘Imddu’lmulk and Ahmad Kbdn Afghdh Bangash, 
as he did by chance, the latter advised him in a friendly 
way, if he now recovered the government of the pro'* 
vince, not to trust the Mughals, but to make use of his 
own dependants and eunuchs and to make Faizdbdd his 
capital. So, in 1-179 A.H. [1765 A.D.}, when he return- 
ed to his dominions, he went to Faizdbdd and made it his 
residence. He began to recruit cavalry and infantry, 
to organize artillery and prociTre English muskets, 
and , to erect good buildings. He built anew, on a 
grander scale, the wallsj^ Burhdnu’lmulk’s old citadel 
• and razed the houses of the Mughals. He ordered some 
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of liis private retainers to build bouses for tbemselves , 
outside the enclosure. A vast plain extending for more 
than two miles on each side of the fort was reserved? 
aifd round it was dug a deep trench. In the middle of 
this plain all his retainers and military ofiScers built 
themselves residences and outoffices as spacious as they 
desired. Night and day crowds after crowds of men, 
soldiers, civilians, and traders of every race, kept com- * 
ing here, so that the space, great as it was, became too 
confined for the residents, and each tried to find a 
place before the other. After some years, in addition 
to the enclosing wall of the fort, there were two other 
large walls constructed by way of city defences : one 
enclosed on three sides a great area, two miles long 
two miles broad, on the east, west, and south ; the other 
was between the fort and the outer wall and a mile 
long. In the same year were built the Tirpauliya, which 
is situated in the Chauk, and the Chauk Bdz^r running 
from the south gate of the fort to the Allahdbdd turn-, 
pike, so broad that nearly ten bullock carriages can 
easily run abreast in it. The city walls are not less 
than ten yards thick in the middle, and\the top of the 
breastworks cannot be less than five. Most of the 
troops — regulars, who dressed in red coats, and the irre- 
gulars, who dressed in black — were posted night and 
day on the top of the walls. In the rains the tops of 
. the walls were protected from the falling rain by 
^hatches, and these thatches were removed during dry 

catching fire in the hot 
and fierce wind. Certainly for these two breastworks 
nearly 100,000 thatches were prepared every year. 

Therh were two hunting parks. ^ One was on the 
West, extending from Gurji Beg Khdn’s Masjid to the ^ 
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. Guptdr Grlidt, a very long distance, On two sides were 
raised mud walls, and on the third side it was enclosed 
hy the river Ghdgra* In it wild animals of the chase^ 
such as spotted deer, white-footed antelope, black budf, 
aud the like, were let loose. The other was on the 
east, beginning with mauza‘ Janaura and Chhdoni Go- 
sh^in and running to the river’s edge, a dikance of six 
• miles. In it were included eleven villages and their 
lands. But it remained uncompleted, and it never 
reached the stage of stocking with wild animals. 

• There are three gardens within the city, splendid 
and worthy the visits of nobles and princes. One is 
Angiiri Bdgh, within the fort, occupying one-fourth of 
^ fhe whole area of the enclosure. The second is Mot£ 
Bdgh, situated in the very heart of the Chauk Bdzdr.’ 
The third is the La‘l Bdgh, larger in length and breadth 
than all the others. It was laid out with famous and 
chafming flower beds. It was so well known in the 
pro-vince that everyone who could go loved to walk in 
it in the evening, and young people used to go there in 
crowds after crowds, and it was so attractive that^ when 
.the Emperor Shdh ‘illam came from Allahd^d, he re^- 
sided in it for a time. A fourth, the i^saf Bdgb, and a 
fifth, the Buland Bdgh, are on the Lucknow side in the 
outskirts of the city but within the walls. 

The Nawab ShujdVddauIahused to ride out every 
morning and evening to inspect the city. Navvies with 
picks and spades followed. Wherever he noticed any 
ground or house uneven, or found a shopkeeper had 
extended the terrace in front of his shop even a span or 
two heyond his shop, he levelled the offending ground 
• and put back the projecting house. 
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The chief officers of the Nawdb’s cavalry were ^ 
Nawdb”Murtaza Khdn Barij and the two Gosh^ins, Him- 
mat Bahadur and Amrdogir, wbo each had under Mim 
nlore men than all the others put together, and Shekh 
Ahsdn Kambo,f, Gurji Beg Khdn, Gop^I Edo Marhajba, 
and Saiyad Jamdlu’dditi Khdn Nawdb, son-in-law of 
Mir Jumla, who had an appointment under the Emperor, 
and Bakhshi Abu’lbarakdt Khdn Muzaffaru’ddaulah <' 
Tahawwar Jang, a native of Kakori, and Miihammad 
Mu^azzu’ddin Khdn, a Shekhzdda of Luckirow, «and 
others. None of .the least of them had less than 1,000 
or 500 horsemen .with him. Besides these there were 
eunuchs and their novices, private slaves; Basant ‘Ali 
Khdn, commander of two divisions comprising 14‘^000 
» regulars who wore red coats ; Basant the second, who 
commanded one thousand irregular lancers and one line 
regiment of infantry; ‘Ambar ‘Ali Khdn, who led five 
hundred horse and one infantry regiment of thejiine, 
which wore a black uniform ; Mahbdb ‘Ali Khdn, 
who commanded five hundred horse and four infantry 
regiments ; Latdfat ‘Ali Khdn, who had the same ; 
Raghundth Singh and Parshdd Singh, each of whom 
held command of three hundred cavalry and four foc4 
regiments ; Maq^biil ‘Ali Khdn, the first and the second, 
and Yiisuf ‘Ali Khdn, who each had five hundred 
Mughal irregular cavalry and infantry. The artillery 
passes reckoning. 

In this way he had 80,000 foot, regulars in red coats, 
and 40,000 irregulars in black uniform. Of all this 
force the chief comnf^nder was Saiyad Ahmad, known as 
BWiwdla. The English flintlocks were nothing to 
: their matchlocks for quickness in loading and rap£(iijiy 
of firing. He had also 22,000 messengers and spies wko^ 
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^ brought tidings every seventh day from Pitnah in the 
Pakhin and on every fifteenth day from Kdbul. And 
there were round him agents of the Marhatas, and of 
Nizdm ‘Ali Khdn, son of Nizdmufimiilk Dakhini, and of 
ZAbita Khdn, and of Kaw^b Zu'lfaq4ru'ddaulah Najaf 
Khdn, with great retinues ; and Mir Nahm Khdn with 
hordes of Sdbitkhdnis, B^undelas, Chandelas, and Mewd- 
" tis. Muhammad Bashir Khdn with his horse and foot 
occupied the city wall, and they had comfortable resi- 
dences, offices, and lines there. When the largest en- 
closing wall began to prove too confined, Saiyad Jamdl- 
u’ddin Khdn and Gopdl Edo Mh.r])ata left the city, went 
Out to the west to Naurdhi, and lived there. Nawdb 
I^urtazd Khdn Barij, Mir Ahmad Bdnsiwdld, Mir 
^ Abu, and Shekh Ahsdn lived in tents between Awadh* 
(Ajudhiya) and Faizdbdd. 

Owing to the crowds of people inside the city it 
waScdiflScult to move along the road, especially in the 
Ohauk Bdzdr. The variety of goods and commodities 
yv'as innumerable. The merchants of Persia, Tdrdn, 
China, and Europe used to resort to this city with costly 
wares and reap a profit in various ways. Two hundred 
iPrenchmen, such as Monsieur Gentil, Monsieur Sonson, 
and Monsieur Pedrose,* and others, were servants and 
friends of this Government and were employed in train- 
ing the foot regiments, and in founding cannon and 
manufacturing implements of war in the arsenal. 

I, the writer, remember when I first left my native 
place and came to Mumtdznagar, which is four miles 
distant from the city gate on the west. There were 
exposed for sale under a tree sweetmeats, water, cooked 


* I‘ have been unable to verify these names. 
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food, roasts, spiced meats, water-biscuits and butter-cakes, 
and so on, and equally plentiful were fancy confection- 
ary and delicious drinks, and there were crowds of 
travellers trampling on each other in their eagerness to 
buy. I fancied that this must be the Ghauk Bdzdir. 
Some one told me* I had not yet entered the city gate. 
At last, when I did enter the city, I beheld dancing and 
shows everywhere, which quite bewildered me. From 
sunrise to sunset and from sunset to sunrise the noise of 
‘ the drums and kettle-drums of the regiments never 
ceased, and the sounds of the gongs which told the hours' 
and the watches deafened the ears. In the same way 
the horses, elephants, camels, mules, hunting dogs, 
draught-bullocks, bullock-coaches, and gun-carriages'" 
ivere beyond calculation. Well-dressed picked young 
men, the sons of nobles of Delhi, physicians of the 
G-reek school, singers and dancers of both sexes and of 
every land, were in the enjoyment of large salarfes. 
The pockets of all, high and low, were crammed as full 
as they could be with gold and with silver, and no one 
as much as dreamed of poverty and distress. As the 
Nawdb Wazir was bent upon the prosperity and growth 
of the city, it seemed as if Faizdbdd should soon rival 
Delhi. As there was no potentate in any country livipg 
in such splendid style as he, and as people here saw 
wealth, rank, and lavish diffusion of money in every 
street and market, artisans and scholars flocked hither 
from Dhdka, Bengdl, Gujr^t, Mfilwab, HaidaiAbdd, Shdh- 
jahfodbdd, Ldhaur, Peshdwar, Kdbul, Kashmir, and MuD 
t^n. Had the Nawdb ^azir but lived for ten or twelve 
years more, there would have grown up another Shah- 
jahdndbM or Delhi. In the ninp years, of which he 
Spent a few mbnths each rainy season in the city and the 
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other two seasons of the year in tours and hunting ex- 
cursions, this densely-populated city sprang up,'' a vast 
multitude passed their lives in tranquillity and ease under 
the shadow of his splendour. As he was naturally fond 
of the society of women, dancing-women and others of 
a similar, class were So numerous that not a street or 
ward was to be seen where they were not to be found ; 
and they were so well off for money that most of the 
superior women had two or three tents each. At the 
time of a march their tents went on ahead with the 
rlNawdb’s tents, and they had ten or twelve armed attend- 
ants each. Hence the cavalry and infantry used openly 
to^pursue the same course as their master, without fear 
pof check. 

Fate mingled disappointment with success. In tlfe 

1 beginning of 1187 A. H. [1773 
Shujd‘u’d daul ahs 

expedition to Itdwah, A. D.j, on the 5th of Sha bdu, he 
marched from Faizdbdd to Lucknow, 

Edfiz itahmat Knfe. ’ 

and thence moved towards Itdwah, 

which was in the possession of the Marhatas. He easily 
snatched the district and fort from their hands. He 
placed cavalry and infantry in charge, and he des- 
patched Mir Na‘im Khdn, who had command of 30,000 
men, to Bundelkhand, He himself entered the domains 
of Ahmad Khdn Bangash with a large army and en- 
camped at Kauriaganj and K-dsganj, and wrote a letter 
to Hdfiz Eahmat Khdn Ruhela to the following effect 
'and sent it to him: “Last year I paid a kror of 
“ rupees, half supplied by you and half by me, to 
“Mahaji Sindia Marhata, who*'had captured the whole 
“of your country within the Du^b, and thus redeem- 
“ ing your territories from his hands, 1 restored them 
“to you. You must now make arrangements and 
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send me fifty laks of rupees.’' H4fiz Halimat Khdn 
gathered all his brothers together and told them: “ The 
“ Nawdb Wazir has come with an army numerous as 
“ &nts or locusts to snatch the morsel of bread which 
“ belongs to us. He is seeking a pretext for a quarrel. 
‘‘ I can provide twenty laks of rupees. You must produce 
“ thirty laks." They, as they were foolish, proud, and 
haughty, talked too big and spoke unadvisedly, saying : 
“ Shujd‘u’ddaulah has effeminate, dissolute soldiers with 
“ him: what do they know of battle that they should face 
“ us? As for the English whom he has with him as allies- 
“ and supporters — we shall fall on them sword in hand,, 
“ give them no time to discharge musket and cann(;^n,, 
“but kill them off at one rush." Hdfiz Eahmat Khdm 
Beplied: “ You will be able to do nothing. But I shall 
“ not fly from Shujd^u’ddaulah. I shall fall. Afterwards 
“ defeat and disaster will overtake each of you." Being 
helpless, he at last wrote an answer to the Nawab Wazfe’s 
letter, expressing bis inability to pay the money and his 
readiness vto fight. On the 13th of Safar H88 A.H^ 
[1774 A.D.], an engagement took place at I14hi KatrdK 
From dawn to one watch of day a desperate battle raged. 
Hd,fiz Rahmat Khan fell as he had foretold, and all the 
elan were confounded and fled- Shujd'u'ddaulah baited 
his troops for the rains near the town of Basauli. It 
would take volumes to contaiu a description of the splen> 
dour of his cantonment,, which was of the utmost degree. 

To be brief : in the very heaviest part of the rains; 

he set out for Lafl D4ng, at the foot 
of the hills, where all the Ruhelas 
had taken refuge, to expel FaizuUah 
IKhdn, the elder son of ‘Ali Muhammad KhdiU. Her. 
assigned tefritoyy yielding fi^fteen laks of ruiJees foir 
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^ his necessary expenses and gave him permission to keep 
3j000 horse and foot. On the 5th of Sha'bdn of that year 
1188 A. H. [1774 A.D.], he left that country and returned 
to Lucknow. Here he spent the whole of the month hf 
Ekmzdn; left on the 8th Shaww41 and reached Faiz4bdd 
on the 12th, An hour after sunset on Thursday, the 
23rd of Zfqa^d, he died. 

When the Nawdb ‘Aliya Sadaru’nnisa Begam, Shujd‘- 
ifddaulah’s mother, and the Jindh ‘Aliya Muta‘dliya, his 
wife, were alone together after his death, the Nawdb 
‘Aliya advised the Jindb ‘Aliya, saying; “Your son Xsaf- 
“ uMdaulah is now twenty-six years old, but up to this 
“ time he has devoted himself to amusements unbecoming 
“and inconsistent with his position, and he has neither 
“ manners, presence, nor knowledge of business, and he 
“ is absolutely incapable of supervising or comprehend- 
“ ing administration; it is not unlikely that all the wealth 
“ your husband has acquired will in a short time be dis- 
“ sipated. It is advisable to place him nominally in the 
“ chair of state and to appoint Mirza Sa‘ddat ‘Ali, who is 
“ acute and intelligent, as his minister.’’ The Jin^b ‘Aliya 
replied: “ I have had but the one son in my whole life; 

“ bad or good, he is my sole treasure. In your eyes all 
“ sons of Shujahi’ddaulah are equal.” The old lady 
answered: “I have merely told you what I felt to be 
“ right and what seemed best in my opinion. You can 
“ do as you please. It is your affair, and- you are res- 
“ ponsible.”* 

As ^soon as Shuj4‘u’ddaulah^ bier passed out of the 
porch, they placed Asafu’ddaulah on the cushion of' 

* ShujaVddaulah’s mother is hereafter to be known as the Nawdb 
Begam and his widow as the Bahu Begam, improperly spelt sometimes 
o Bow Begum. , 
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• state. All the officers of the army and the eunuchs-, 
some divested of their clotlies and others dressed as they; 
were, sat in mourning over their deceased master’s 
.grave in the Guldb Bdri. After seven days had passed, 
on the eighth day, when the ceremony of ‘ diham’ had 
been performed, Asafu’ddaulah summoned them all, 
small and great, and gave them robes of honour and 
assurances of his favour. 


It must here be premised that Saiyad Mustafawi 
A -4. e -Kir Khdn, one of the Emperor Muham- 

AppoiBtment of Mur- ’ ^ 

taza Kh£n as ministea' j mad Shdh’s officers, was appointed by 
atMafronT: Emperor on Nawdb BurhAnu’l- 


begiQuing of the ruin 
of the army ; the dis- 
missal of the able Ri- 
slldars j the employ- 
ment of mean and low- 
caste men, and the 
gradual decay of Raiz- 
flb^d. 


mulk’s staff and came and settled% 
Awadh with his family and kindred. 
He enjoyed the greatest friendship 
with that Nawdb and lived there in 
great style. After Burhdnu’lmulk’a 
death he said something disrespectful 


of Shujaffi’ddaulab’s mother in Safdar Jang’s lifetime, 
and the words he used gradually came to her ears and: 
turned her against him. But, as the Delhi government 
was supreme and he had a connection with the Emperor, 
she said nothing then and treasured up his words in her 
Ijeart, After Muhammad Shdh’s death, the capture of 
Ahmad Shdh, tmd Natt^db Safdar Jang's death, when 
.Shujdffi’ddaulah succeeded to the Oudh government and 
even when Mustafawi Khdn had died, the Nawdb Begam 
aud Shujdffi’ddaulah expelled his sons from the Sdbah, 
They went to Bengdl and through Haldm Zainu’hdbdin 
Khdn obtained service under Nawdb Qdsim 'Ali Khdn. 


After Qdsim ‘Ali Kbdn’s fall and ruin they returned to 
fhe Siibah bf Oudh and lived in poverty, almost starva- 
tion, for a while at Lucknovr and then at Mohdn, until 
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one of them obtained employment under the 'government 
^through Mir Siddiq, one of Xsafu’ddaulah’s companions. 
One day i^safu’ddaulah brought him to pay court^to 
Shujd^u’ddaula h. The JSTawdb Wazir was greatly enraged 
at the conduct of his son for bringing this man into his 
presence. There was no further inquiry, either as to his 
means or as to what employment he had. 

The author of these pages was himself an eye-witness 
of the following occurrence which took place when 
ShnjdhrMdaulah was returning from Katahar and had ar- 
rived at Anwla. On the day that he marched for Luck- 
now there was a bridge over a stream in the road, and 
there were crowded here men on horseback and on foot, 

r ^ ^ 

elephants, horses, and other animals, camp-followers and 
baggage, beyond reckoning; and the crush was so great 
that if any one on horseback wished to turn his horse 
and go back, it was impossible. Shujd‘uMdaulah himself, 
vi^o rode on an elephant, was standing up in his 
howdah, superintending the crossing of the Begam and 
after that the passage of the conveyances of his lesser 
trives. At this moment up came i^safuMdanlah in 
great disorder on an elephant with Murtazd Khdn sit- 
ting by his side in the' howdah, and he was utterly 
regardless of the many people, carriages, and ponies, 
which were being crushed underTiis elephant's feet. The 
author happened likewise to be in a howdah on an 
elephant with Jawdhir ‘Ali Khdn and was standing 
up. Asafu’ddaulah wanted his elephant to go on its 
knees and make a salute. There was not room for this. 
After a moment or two he caine slowly up to his father’s 
elephant and saluted him. The Nawdb Wazir’s eyes 
suddenly fell on Murtazd Khdn. He looked at him 
fiercely and drew his hand across his moustache. As 
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tliis was tlie second occurrence of the kind, Murtaz£E 
Kh4n was overwhelmed with fear. ‘Ambar ‘AH Khdn^ 
was sitting on a horse in front of the Nawdb's ele- 
phant. Murtazd Khdn was looking at him and draw- 
ing his hand to his head to salute him. ‘Ambar ‘AH 
Khan turned his head away. The author looked for a 
moment at some one else, and when he turned again 
Murtazd Khdn was not to be seen in the howdah. It is 
impossible to say, was this the result of fear or of 
some hint from the Kawdb. 

A'safu’ddaulah, when he succeeded to the government, 
conferred on Murtazd Kfadn a magnificent robe, marking 
his appointment as nd,ib,* and gave him a fringed palan-^ 
keen, an elephant, and a covered howdah of silver, and 
ether tokens of distinction, such as the armorial bearings 
of the Fish and Scales, which are conferred by the impe- 
rial government on Haft-Hazdris only. The Nawdjb 
Begam, who. had not yet left her place of mourning, 
heard this from her eunuchs and was highly incensed. 
She ordered Muharram ‘Ali Klidn, her steward, to go 
at once and take all these things from Murfcaza Khdn, 
and she sent for Asafu’ddaulah and blurted out violently 
all tha% she had in her heart. Muharram ‘Ali Kbdu 
went as directed, and, after a short time, Asafu’ddaulah 
came out of the harem and countermanded Muharram 
‘Ali Khdn, who took no further steps because i^safu’ddau- 
lah was now the master of the situation. He returned 
to the Nawdb Begam and announced that he had put 
the elephant back in its stall and the palankeen in the 
shed. On account of these proceedings Murtazd Khdn 

* Hencefortli I shall call tbe nAjib, or deputy of the Na^yab 
Wazir, his minister. The office generally vested in one person, but 
occasionally -was shared by two, 
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advised Xsafii^ddaulali to march out and pitch his camp 
at Mahndi Ghdt and remain there for some days’, so that 
all might be awed by his independence. His real 
object was that .by removing him from Faizd,bd,d, "he 
rftight do what he liked with him. On the 11th they left 
Faiz^bdd for Lucknow. 

j^Lsafu’ddaulah’s features bore a general resemblance 

„ Brief sketch rfiSsof- *0 his father’s. The upper part of 
ii’dclaiilah ; appearance his body was rather long, but the 
and childhood. lower part from his waist down was 

very short. While he was sitting he seemed to be a 
young man of tall stature, but when he stood up his 
li'ead only reached the waists of those around him. From 
"his childhood he was obese; his fat ears, neck, and 
double chin were one fleshy mass. His fingers and palnls 
were short and plump. From his boyhood he was 
addicted to frivolities and bis natural inclinations and 
attachments were for low, ill-born, and base-minded asso- 
ciates. He used to laugh unseasonably, fling derisive 
abuse at others and desire derisive abuse in return from 
them. He delighted in meaningless amusements and 
was immensely pleased with anyone who indulged in 
filthy language ; and the more obscene the conversation 
was in any company, the more he was pleased. 

When they set him to learn, teachers, tutors, and 
professors of the art of caligraphy* were procured. 
Saiyad Sharfu’ddin Khdn, who had been trained in the 
court of Muhammad Shdh, a polished and wise man in 
his day, was appointed to teach him deportment. The 
Baiyad’s son, when he was with me one day, told me that 


' * Beautifal penmanship is a fine art in the East and an accomplish- 
ment Aivorthy of princes. 
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^ tiae gardeners of tlie family used every day to bring tbe 
fruits wlaich were in season and present them in baskets* 
The tutor on one occasion told the youngster to take* 
what fruits he pleased. Although there were attendants 
present, he jumped up himself and took up a raw swee|* 
potato, which he held in his hand and played with for a 
while. The tutor said to him : “ My child, noble people 
“ do not care for these worthless things, which are both 
“ shapeless and tasteless. Throw it away.” Although he 
was urgently pressed, he would not let it go^ until at lasi 
the tutor snatched it from him by force and flung it 
away, and told the gardeners not to bring sweet-potatoes, 
plantains, or radishes in their baskets any more. So it 
went on until he reached puberty. Although he learciid 
hi® alphabet, pastimes had a greater attraction for him 
than study. His father used sometimes to send for him 
and examine him, but he knew that the boy’s natural 
tastes and bent were for things unbecoming the son of a 
noble. He greatly regretted this, but, as the Begam was 
supreme with him, he said nothing on the Subject until the 
boy’s tutors were dismissed and his beard and moustache 
began to appear. He then selected well-mannered com- 
panions for him, who Were always to be in attendance on 
him* They were to restrain him from using bad language 
: apd converse with him night and day about the principles 
of .territorial administration, the organization of an army, 
swordsmanship, bravery, charity, justice and courts of 


law, humanity, modesty, archery, the use of firearms, 
and other occupations or characteristics of the great, 
and thus endeavour to^ mould his character. When he 
had passed the first stage of his life in this way, all 
that he had added to his one natural good quality of 
generosity was skill in archery. On the other hand, 

B ’ ' , 
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lie had developed such rudeness and insensibility to^ 
friendship that, though he might have the •warmest 
o affection for a friend and be uneasy without his society, 
yet, the moment that friend opposed him in the smallest 
trifle, or advised him to do anything against his in- 
clination, he grew so infuriated that he dropped his 
acquaintance and drove him from his pfesence. 

When the time for his marriage came round, his 
father, the Nawdb Shujdhi’ddaulah, invited the Nawdb 
^’Sholdpuri Begam, wife of Qamaru^ddin Khdn Waziru’l- 
mamdlik) from Shdhjahdndbdd, and celebrated his son^s 
marriage with the daughter of Intizdmu’ddaulah, the 
Begam’s second son, with great pomp and ceremony. 
Several laks of rupees were expended on this occasion, 
but the union was never consummated, He never ex- 
hibited desire for her society and never even slept with 
her. On this account his father and mother were much 
disappointed, and they endeavoured, but in vain, to excite 
his passion.* He fancied that, if he disregarded his 
parents, he might freely do what he pleased. His father 
found out the truth from creatures and eunuchs who had 
been placed round him, and he menaced him with threats. 
He imprisoned for life some of his associates who were 
men of bad character, and threw some low blockheads 
into the river at night. For all this his son would not 
abandon his vicious courses. 

I have now come to the subject of the growth and the 
The growth aud de- decay of Faiz^bdd. ^^henthe Nawdb 
cay of Faizabdd. Shujd‘u’ddaulah recovered his terri- 

tories, forty laks were assessed as a present to the Com- 
pany when he was restored, and, as he had been absent 

* I omit the details of the original. 
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• * for nine months, his treasury was empty. On making a 
promise 'to pay this sum in a few months, he returned 
from Banaras to Faiz4hdd and began to arrange for* 
pajJ^ment. He asked his trustworthy servants to advance 
half of the money they possessed, and said that he hoped 
they would realize double after the country had been 
reduced to order. When the Nawdb Begam heard this, 
she presented him all at once with twenty laks of rupees 
which she had in her private purse. He was pleased 
beyond measure and he learned to repose complete trust 
in her. He knew that she had placed all she had at his 
disposal in this strait, and he determined from that time 
forward not only to repay this sum but to hand over to 
her all that- remained after meeting the charges of go*V- 
ej:‘ument. It was accordingly arranged that he should 
himself examine the daily balance-sheet in Diwdn Sdrat 
Singh’s hands, and an order was given to IlachKhdn and 

. Muhammad Bashir Khdn to realize the balances of the 

* 

revenue instalments from the district officers and col- 
lectors or their agents, and to deposit the money daily 
in the Nawdb’s private house until he returned home at 
midday from his inspection of the city and its neighbour- 
hood, He warded them not to be dilatory. These two 
officials gathered the money in by every means they 
could, and each piled hfs collections in a separate heap 
in the bdrahdari* to show- his zeal. The Nawdb Wazir 
used to examine the money every day on his return 
.home, and order that half should be handed qyer to the 
Kawdb Begam, a fourth be^ deposited with Tapar Chand, 
the Treasurer, and the remaining fourth be kept there, 
not exceeding 50,000 rupees in each corner of the bdrah- 
dari. This was his regular practice. 

* A large apartment with twelve doors generally placed as a hall 
or vestibule in a house, or as a larger room in a garden. 
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After Shujd^uMdaulah’s deatli, when Xsafu’ddaulah^ 
was about to march out to Mahndi Ghdt, he applied, at 
'’the instigation of Murtazd Khdn, to the Bahu Begam, 
his mother, for expenses for this excursion. She directed 
him to call up the Diw^n and inspect the accounts and 
to apply to the Treasurer, who was Tapar Chand. The 
Bahu Begam’s brother, Nawd,b S^Ur Jang, was the 
medium of communication in this matter. To him she 
^said : “ Ten days have not yet passed since your father’s 
‘‘’death, and I am in mourning ; what a want of respect 
^ “and how inopportune is this request ! Have you not 
“ time to shed a tear ? ” The Nawdb Begam said to her : 

“ This i^the first return for your love : sweeter recom- 
^ ‘^penses yet you will taste for your care.” To be brief : 
after communications extending over two or three day.Sf 
he got sixlaks of rupees and went to Mahndi Ghdt: and 
this was the first breach %hich occurred between the 
i^other and her son. As these six laks were spent 
within one month in maintaining a retinue numerous as 
ants, and on private uses, and in rewards and presents 
and profligacies, and he had not yet vouchsafed to 
examine the receipts of his realm or to demand revenue 
from collectors, he sent Murtaz^ Khin, who was now 
known as MukhtdruMdaulah, to Faizdbdd once more, 
after the tenth of Muharram, to the Bahu Begam, saying 
that this small sum had been spent, and that he wanted 
as much more. She was excessively displeased and 
negotiations continued again for some days through 
Mfrza ‘Ali ffiian. Four laks of rupees were granted. 
As soon as Mirza ‘Ali arrived, *A^safu’ddaulah, not being 
satisfied with this amount, hurried by post to Faizdbld 
and applied for more as a loan : nay more, he wrote a 
sanad hearing his seal to Nauroz ‘Ali Khdn, chief police 



MU^HTi^EU’DDAULiH, 


21 


officer of Akbarpur-Dostpur, directing him to make over 
certain mabdls, Aldeman, &c., out of his district to the 
agents of the Bahu Begam, and that they should be left* 
in -her possession until four laks of rupees had been 
realized by her. This sanad is still in the author’s 
possession. He also wrote another, in which he said that 
he would neve> again make any demand on his mother. 

What a change I saw when Asafu’ddaulah returned 
on this occasion to Faizdbdd. In the time of Shujd‘u’d- 
daulah no one dared to go about armed even with a pejH'^ 
knife, and all who came to see him passed on foot within 
the armorial* gate, which was the second inside the fort," 
and I had never seen an exception even among the 
courtiers, the highest military officers and the eunuc&s, 
^ho came even specially on business with Shujdhi’ddau- 
lah. But now naked rustics, whose fathers and brothers 
were with their own hands guiding the plough, were 
enrolled in the regiments as regulars and rode about as 
Asafu’ddaulah’s orderlies and were allowed to go in 
and out of the bdrahdari, the Nawdb’a own court, riding 
on horseback : and round the Nawdb Wazir’s palankeen 
there rode in disorderly fashion, on state horses with 
grand caparisons, Bhawdni Singh, Moti Singh, HuMs 
Singh, Nawdz Singh, and Maiku Singh. Such was the 
change within two months! But people still believed 
that, when Asafu’ddaulah returned to Faizdbdd, he would 
continue to reside there as his father had done. About 
this time Jawdhir ‘Ali Khdn rebuilt his house with burnt 
hi^^icks. It had before been made of mud. The ta‘zia- 
dirif was observed by ^e Naw^b Wazir in Faizdbdd on 

* Naqqai’khana is a gallery over a gate whore clrammers sit and 
announce hours aud approaches of visitors and the like. It generally 
bears a heraldic design, 

, t Mourniug, celebration for Hasan and Husen. 
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the tenth of Mubarram, and all his buildings were duly 
furnished and maintained in repair as usual. He spent 
^four or five months on the banks of the Ghdgra in 
the sand and dust without any reason, and he did not 
evince the slightest inclination to undertake the discip^ 
line of troops or civil administration, to know the 
leading military officers or inspect the fnanoeuvres of 
the regiments, to examine the ammunition and equip- 
ments of the artillery or hear the items of intelligence in 
fepftrts. In all these duties Shujd'u’ddaulah had been 
unremittingly employed. Mukhtdru'ddaulah was slowly 
"and gradually achieving the ruin of the army, the 
transfer of the collectors of mahdls and heads of gov- 
ernment generally. Accordingly he first disbanded the 
four [Najib] irregular battalions known as the Barq 
Paltans, and dismissed without fault the officers of these 
four regiments; who .were with Almds *Ali Kh^n and 
Mahhiib ‘Ali Kbdn, two trusted eunuchs and the sharpest 
officers, whom Shujd‘u'ddaulah had himself placed in 
charge of the sarkdrs of Korah, &c., and their depen^ 
dencies after the reduction of Haidar Beg Ehdn. Mnh:h- 
tdruMdaulah also appointed his own brother,. Saiyad 
Muhammad Khdn, his agent, and sent him to Faiz^bdd^ 
and that unmannerly fellow disregarded all courtesy and 
respect. Notwithstanding the presence of the Nawdb 
Begam and the Bahu Begam, who were respectively 
residing in the Mott Bdgh, which is in the very Ghauk 
itself, and in the Fort, he used to souud the drum when 
riding out morning and evening, whereas it is not proper 
to beat drums near the residejuce of one’s masters. 
And he appointed his brothers and their sons to posts in 
all departments and entrusted them with offices sucht 
as paymaster, treasmy superintendent^ and household 
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^steward, and, dismissing all Shujd,‘u’ddaulali’s old ser- 
vants, who had discharged the affairs of the siibah with 
distinction and skill, he endeavoured to detract from* 
their character and reputation. Time and tide were in hi» 
favour. The influence of Mu‘azziz Kh^u, Mir Muharram* 
Kh^n, SaUmullah Khdn, Mirza Jdni, and others knew 
no bounds, and not one of them could tread the earth 
for pride, and each treated small and great fearlessly and 
unceremoniously as he pleased. Although Nawdb SdMc 
Jang, Asafu’ddaulah’s maternal uncle, and other no^le^ 
and courtiers of long standing, were still in the camp and 
were perplexed to think what all this would lead to, none'' 
of them made any move. Although Mukhtdru’ddaulah 
had hitherto been a man of virtue and piety, given Ije 
prayer and fasting, he now bid adieu at once to all, and" 
took to drink and gambling. His heart was as filled 
with pride as Pharaoh’s and he fancied he was supreme 
and there was no one above him, and he arrogated 
divinity. His constant aim was the ruin of the army 
‘and the overthrow of j^safu’ddaulah’s power and his 
own estate. He made Rde Tapar Chand, the superirl- 
tendent of the treasury, a prisoner without any cause, 
and he treated all the officials of Shujdhi’ddaulah’s time ^ 
in similar fashion without rhyme or reason. He wished 
them all to stand round him with folded hands. The 
most resolute of them resigned with spirit and retired 
into private life. Had Sdldr Jang, who was in the campj 
and Mirza ‘Ali Khdn, who was in Faizdbdd, raised the 
slightest alarm and set themselves to manage the pro^ 
yince and army in conjunction with the officers of the 
camp, there would have been no such anarchy and ruin,, 
but, owing to their personal cowardice and profligate 
pursuits, they were so demoralized that all they could 
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do was give their daughters in marriage to Mukhtd,ru’d- ^ 
daulah's sons. ‘Ambar ‘Ali Kh^n and Y6suf ‘AH 
^Khdn, two eunuchs who comprehended the situation, 
danced attendance on Mukhtdru’ddaulah night and day 
and thus sought to save their honour and reputation. 
I'hose who neglected to do so were involved in ruin. 

What was XsafuMdaulah about ? If any one desired 
an audience, the answer was : “ Go to Miikhtdru’d- 
daulah : I don’t care for an audience.” He was day 
and night in company with abandoned and abject Hiudiis, 
and under the influence of drink plunged in base enjoy- 
"ments, under the instigation and allurement of bis vile 
companions. He was so open and shameless in the 
ptJrsuit of forbidden pleasures that the commonest people 
pf the bdzdr were horrified to hear of bis conduct. The 
fame of his misconduct was so great that thousands of 
people far and near were constantly conversing, and their 
common opinion was that, though from the days of Adami 
Up to that time there had been a thousand kings and 
rulers bloody, tyrannical, unmanly, and shameless, yet 
such vicious conduct had not been read of in any history. 
There was no low or low-minded class, barbers, green- 
grocers, butchers, fuel-vendors, elephant-drivers, sweep- 
ers, and tanners, but some of them rose to opulence 
and rode proudly through the market-places in fringed 
palankeens, on elephants with silver litters, or on state 
horses. The sight of.it was enough to make the sky 
fall and the earth quake and dissolve in the water. When 
the hot weather ended and the rains approached, he 
marched from Mahndi Ghdt tot Lucknow and took up 
his residence in the Haveli in the old Yakh Muhalla. 
He ceased to reside at Faiz^bdd, but the city remained 
as before. Some battalions were left to guard fbe city 
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and several batteries of artillery and pickets were sta- 
tioned on the look-out at the gates. All the equip- 
ments and surroundings of wealth and grandeur were 
degrees transferred to Lucknow, and the cantonments 
and workshops, and elephants, bullocks, and everything 
connected with government and the state, gathered 
there. The fifiarket for the camp-followers, troops, and 
all servants of the government, old and new, left Taiz- 
dbdd and went to Lucknow. Thus the decay of Taiz- 
dbdd began. 

After his arrival at Lucknow, Mukhtdru’ddaulah^ 
Moves taken against secretly resolved to go to Taizdbdd 
the Begams. effect the ruin of the Begams. 

He addressed Asafu’ddaulah, when in a state of intoxi- 
cation, and said to him : “ All the accumulated wealth of 
“ Safdar Jang and Shujd^u’ddaulah is with the Begams, 
“ and it will all go to keep up the style of their eunuchs. 
“ If you direct, I shall go and get it out of them as b;^st 
“ I can.” The stupefied fool thoughtlessly gave the 
word for the plunder of his mother and grandmother. 
A word is enough to excite a madman. Mukht^ru’ddaulah 
took with him the Eunuch Brigadier, Basant ‘Ali Khdn, 
and some companies of regulars; and Mr. John Bristow, 
the Resident at Lucknow, and Nawdb Sdlar Jang also 
accompained him to Eaizdbad. He quartered himself at 
the Bahu Begam’s gate. He did not present the nazr 
which it is customary for servants to tender. Basant ‘Ali 
Rhdn, who was really nothing more than a slave, went 
inside the palace with a sword in his belt. When the 
lady's eyes fell on his -sword, she reproved him with 
stinging reproaches. On the very first day a demand 
for money was made through Nawdb Mirza ‘Ali Khdn. 
The Bahu Begam replied; I have no money, and any 
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‘‘ that I have is the gift of Shujd^u’ddaulah. I have 
“ given money to Xsafii’ddaulah three or four* times.” 
jOn receiving this answer, Mukhtdru’ddaulah wriggled 
like a snake, and made use of very disrespectful lan- 
guage in the presence of Mirza ‘Ali Kh4a, the Begam’s 
elder brother, who, notwithstanding his being a man, 
stood and listened quietly and did nof check him. 
When it was evening he retired and went to his bed. 
On the second day he returned and renewed his demand. 
Things went so far that the Begam ordered her eunuchs, 
about ten or twelve men and about twenty lads, some 
thirty in all, to stand ready with sword and buckler in- 
side her palace. The writer of these pages and his 
bi:t)ther Ahmad ‘Ali, the Ndzir Jawdhir ‘AH Ehdn’s 
'steward, were sitting in the Khdn’s house, when a la^ 
named Khurram ‘Ali came out of the harem, lifted Jawd,- 
hir ‘Ali Khan’s sword and shield, and told us what was 
going on at the gate. All that day apprehensions of a 
disturbance increased and alarming news continued to 
come from the gate. Nothing was settled. The Begam 
said to Mirza ‘Ali Khdn, “ Through you I have lost rest 
“ and sleep. You are always bringing messages from 
“ those men and you never answer them. When men are 
“like this women stand a bad chance.” At last Mr. 
John Bristow interfered and advised the Begam, suggest- 
ing that she should now give enough money to prevent a 
future demand, for, if she did not, Asafu’ddaulah, who 
was beside himself through thoughtlessness and drunken- 
ness, and who ignored courtesy, civility, and social dis- 
tinctions, would always treat her with such rudeness 
that life would be unbearable to her: and that, asheyf^as 
on this occasion the mediator between her and the 
Nawdb Wazlr, she should receive a written engagement. 
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confirmed by an oath, that no one should again inter- 
fere with her while she lived.* When this counsel 
was conveyed to the Begam, Mirza ‘Ali Khdn, who waSc 
he»«full brother and older than her, and an experienced 
man of the world, represented to her that her son, whom 
she had made ruler of the state, had proved to be covet- 
ous and shameless, and was, moreover, now an habitual 
drunkard and. surrounded by companions who had not 
a particle of humanity in their nature : that this man, 
who was his minister, thought no end of himself : that„iti 
was best under the circumstances to hand over, through 
the Resident, some money and whatever she did not want'' 
of any other property, and that the Resident would him- 
self be obliged to her, because he had brought about tho 
s.ettlement ; that a report of this would go to Calcutta^ 
and London and a reliable engagement under seal would 
be received: that it behoved her to obtain a release front 
this daily worry, which had lasted for a year and deprived 
her of rest; that she should renounce her son and see^ 
him no more, look for nothing good from him, and pass 
the rest of her days in peaceful seclusion. After this 
consultation and the lapse of a week the Begam gave in, 
and the sum of sixty laks of rupees was agreed upon. 
Sixteen laks already given and eight laks now given 
were disbursed from her treasury. The. writer himself 
produced 30,000 rupees from his office-chest and included 
it in the eight laks. In all twenty- four laks were paid 
in cash, and the remaining, thirty- six laks- were paid as 
follows. She made over seventy elephants out of the eighty 
which she had in her stalls, and kept ten. These were 
set off. at prices ranging from two to three thousand 

* Here the author narrates a dream he had on this night, and. its 
fulfilment.. I omit it, a& it is puerile. 



rupees each. Out of nine hundred bullock-carriages she 
kept forty and surrendered eight hundred and sixty with 
^agauri bullocks. She also gave an inlaid huqqah 
with a coiled tube worth 70,000 rupees, a saddle with 
gold mounting worth 17,000 rupees, forty chambals,* 
the chains of which were inlaid with precious stones 
and were marvels of exquisite workmanship. Precious 
stones also and necklaces of pearls, and webs of cloth 
and Kdshdni velvet, and tents of velvet and cloth, were 
Brought together, and their value having been assessed, 
they were given over. She caused a deed to be drawn up 
to this, effect: “Hereafter I, Xsafu’ddaulah, have no 
“ claim or demand on, or business with, money or valu- 
“ £bles accumulated in the time of Shujd'u’ddaiilah, or 
pn slaves, male or female, or eunuchs, or the mahdls in 
“ the jdgirs, or aught else: if I ever again make any such 
“ claim or demand, I shall be a sinner in the sight of 
“ God and the Prophet and the Imdms :” and she pro- 
cured the seals of Mr. John Bristow, Mukbtdru’ddaulah, 
and Nawdb Mirza ‘AH Khdn, to it and kept it. The 
whole transaction ended in eight days. 

■ Mukhtdru'ddaulah, after getting all this money and 
property into his possession, sent a polite message to 
Muharram ‘AH Khdn, the Nawdb Begam’s Ndzir, saying; 
“ The Bahu Begam has given all this money and pro- 
“perty to her son, and now the Nawdb Begam, who is 
“ greater than both, might give me some present in 
“memory of the occasion.” The Begam sent word 
that she had only five laks of rupees in her treasury, 
which she had reserved for a pilgrimage to Makka, but 
that she would give him something as he wished, and 

f The cover of a huqqah howl is called chamhal. 
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tliat he was to come in the morning to the palace door. 
When ffhe had given this answer, she sent for her 
eunuchs and ordered them to be in readiness, and 
when he came to the gate they were to give him a seat 
in a certain spot^ which was near the outer door of 
the inner gate, and to first draw him into a conversation 
regarding his demand, and then, when they found him 
ofifhis guard, beat him to death with their shoes. Some 
•of his spies at once informed him of this plot. In the 
morning he started on his journey and went to Lucknqw. 
When he got to the gate of the citadel, known as the 
ndkah, he rubbed his face with his hand and uttei’ed 
some haughty sentiments regarding the Begams. He 
never returned to Faizdbdd. In the month of Sha‘bl^n 
he left, and on the 7th of Safar he was killed at ItdwaH 
by some of Basant ‘All’s followers. Thus ended all his 
pomp and pride in the twinkling of an eye.* 

From the day that the foregoing occurrence happened 
between the mother and her son, an estrangement fol- 
lowed. The Bahu Begam never mentioned his name, 
and if any one else named him, she turned her head away. 
If she ever happened to be compelled to write to him, 
she wrote on the envelope only the word ‘ Asafu’ddaulah,’ 
instead of ‘ Barkhurddr ndr Chashm.’f Thus seven years 
passed. Whenever he came at the end of the year to 
shoot and passed through Faizdbdd, he used to halt for 
a night, or at most two nights, and he then called on his 
mother, sat for a few minutes in her presence and left. 
There was no warmth or cordiality on either side. 

* For a full account of Mukhtaru’ddaulah’s murder see page 20 
of the translator’s ‘ History of A'safu’uddaulah/ published at the Goy- 
ernmeut Press, Allahdbad, in 1889. 

t An expression equivalent to ‘My dear son,’ 
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. In the year 1190 A.H. [1776 A.D.] there were in 
Mutiny of BMgh Faizdbdd three regiments ®of red- 
-ilae’s regiments. regulars numbering 3,000 men, 

and their commander was a Hindi! named Bhagh RiAe. 
They had been employed from the time of Shuj4^- 
u’ddaulah to guard the city and the Begam's palace, 
and to take care of his minor wives and the Nawdb’s 
own quarters, and of the store-houses and other build- 
ings. With them there also were 600 Mugbal artil- 
lerymen and fifty or sixty guns. They heard all that 
^Was passing at Lucknow. They remained unpaid 
for a year and a half after Asafif ddaulah’s acces- 
sion, and then, if any of them demanded pay, guns 
^were planted against them and irregulars drawn up 
before them, if they happened to be regulars, and some 
of them were killed and the rest fled; if they were 
irregulars who clamoured, the regulars on the other 
ba;nd were called out to quiet them. This continued 
until about half of this force of Shuj^L^u’ddaulah’s was 
scattered. Bhdgh Rd.e went to Lucknow, spent some 
months running to every oflScial, and after vast exertions 
and trouble obtained a few thousand rupees on running 
account. He was convinced of the hopelessness of the 
case and consulted with the force. They resolved that, 
as they had been for a long time employed on guard 
duty with the Bahu Begam, they should besiege her 
palace until they got their pay from her and then 
leave for their homes. They prepared to carry out 
their resolve. When the Mughal artillerymen, who 
were all residents of Faizdbdd, heard of the plot, they 
informed the Begam of it through her eunuchs, Jawdhir 
*Ali Khdn and Bahdr ‘Ali Khdn, and said that they 
would be true; that they hadArtillery ; and that, if they 
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were given 5,000 rupees to distribute among tbemsolves, 
wbo were starving, they would draw out their guns 
and hold the regulars in check when they took u|> 
arms. When the Begam heard the proposal, she replied 
that she had not recruited them; that iisafu’ddaulah 
was the master of the province, and they should get their 
pay from him* for she would not give them a fraction. 
The helpless men several times repeated their represect- 
ations, so as to keep themselves clear, but she would not 
fall in with their proposals. At last they were com- 
pelled to join the regulars, who were only in want of ^ 
some excuse for a disturbance. On the 9th of Shaww^l 
1190 A.H. [1776 A.D.], Jawdhir ‘Ali Khdn ordered ten 
newly -recruited irregulars to quarter themselves at the^ 
Begam’s gate. It was winter. They wished to put up 
a thatch at one side. The regulars forbade them to do it. 
The reason of their interference was demanded. They 
replied that there was no business for the new comers 
while they were there. Yar ‘Ali, who was the corporal 
of the irregulars, represented the matter to Jawdhir ‘Ali 
Khdn. Jawdhir ‘Ali Kh4a wished to have his way. This 
proved a sufficient cause for an 6meute. Jawdhir ‘Ali 
' Khdn, my brother Ahmad ‘Ali Khdn, and others went to 
the Begam’s gate with 150 men. I, the author, who was 
then accountant of the treasury, remained alone in 
tiawdhir ‘Ali Khdn’s house. In a moment all the regulars 
assembled and the Mughals brought out their artillery 
in concert with them, and they surrounded the whole 
fort as if for a siege. They first besieged Jawdhir ‘Ali 
■Ehdn’s house and placed two guns ready for action 
behind it. Ahmad ‘Ali was that day preparing to send 
twenty-four newly-recruited irregulars to the mahdls of 
the jdgir, and the muster* clerk was taking down their 
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naroeSj when he left them with me and went away. I 
acted with rapidity, placed twelve on the roof of the palace 
" gateway where I lodged, and twelve on the roof of the 
house. The fact is, not onemf them had a bullet or a 
charge of powder. It so happened thatBahdr ‘Ali Khdn 
had recruited a company of irregulars for employment 
in his division of the j%lr and was thefi having their 
descriptive-rolls written. They attempted to return to 
their homes for the day, as this disturbance was going 
^on. When they reached the door of the fort, the 
regulars, who were present in great force, prevented 
’ their egress. They turned and canie in their per- 
plexity to me, where I was sitting at the door of Jaw4- 
h1r ‘Ali Khdn’s house. I asked them what was wrong. 
They told me, and I told them they were my se|- 
vants and were to stand at the door, and I gave them 
five rupees for pipes and tobacco. There was one 
, small cannon on the premises, which I brought out* 
and posted at the door with them. Suddenly one 
regiment with two cannons came up, intending to 
pass by this route to the palace gate. My men told 
them that, if they passed one pace beyond them, they 
would fire on them in their rear with this cannon. 
.Things continued thus until midnight Water and food 
Were wholly unattainable; even if I wanted fire for a 
•huqqah, I could not get it. Bearers came out from the 
kitchen, which was in front of Jawdhir ^Ali Kbdn’s gate, 
with trays of food for the Begam, Asafu'ddaulah’s wife, 
who was then in Faizdbdd. The Mughal artillerymen 
plundered the food and carried olF the trays and covers. 
When they saw me, they said; ‘‘ The Begam’s money 
“ is here: we'll take it frorn Jawdhir AAli ; " and they 
indwlged in jests and said everything that came to their 
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^ tongues. All tke skops in tke cifcy were closed and not 
a skopkeeper was to be seen. Wken a wkole day and 
nigkt and one watck of a second day bad passed, tke- 
helpless Begam directed that they should be paid* Sk© 
ordered 84,000 rupees to be disbursed, and that tke rnea 
should lay down tke din docks which they bad received; 
from her. TKey declined, saying that they would not 
lay down their arms in tke city, for, if they did, ker men 
might fire upon them suddenly and take the money back, 
but that they would go to the plain outside the city an 
the south, where Ddrdb ‘Ali Khhn^s house W'as, and first 
distribute their pay and afterwards lay down their arms 
in that place. They asked to have Nishdt .‘AH Khdn 
sent with them. At last, after receiving their pay tfiSy 
dispersed, but left in tears. Two or three of them catne^ 
to the bdzdr near Jawahir ‘Ali’s to pay shop-keepers’ 
accounts. I asked them why they were crying ; they 
replied : “ We are huip^iu beings. In the first place, 

“ we have been for generations settled in this previuo©, 

“ In the next, we have been in this service for twelve 
“ years, and we have come to love this palace* How 
“ can we again look on these buildings ? Besides, we have 
“ become stigmatized as mutineers, because we have be- 
“ sieged the wife of Shuj4‘u’ddaulah for nothing and have 
“ extorted our pay. Regret on this score makes us weep.” 

’ It was late in the afternoon when 3,000 regulars and 
600 Mughal artillerymen with guns left the city and 
thousands of spectators from the city and market fol- 
lowed. Behind this vast crowd followed Nish4t ‘Ali 
Kh4n on a bullock-carriage with ten or twenty men, 
going to disarm the troops. The bags were produced 
on the plain, which was called D4bd Senbhar, and the 
accountants and the agents of each company paid the 
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soldiers man by man. All was over by evening. Of 
tbe thousands of rupees which had been brought from 
oFaizdbdd about half were left. When the Mughals saw 
this sum in excess of their pay, they said why should it 
fall to these villagers, that they ought to seize it. They 
fired a blank round from their cannons, then drew their 
swords and rushed at the money. The ’regulars were 
disconcerted, threw down their arms, and fled in all 
directions. Nishdt ^Ali Kh^n also mounted his bullock- 
carriage, left the crowd and made for the city, and thus 
saved himself. Muskets were lying on the ground in 
all directions for eight or ten miles. That night the city 
was without troops. Not a soldier remained. Jawdhir 
^Ali Khda, in compliance with the Begam’s order, sent 
two companies of irregulars with one gun to the Luck- 
now turnpike and one company south to the Allah dbdd 
turnpike, and Bahdr ‘Ali Khdn’s men were sent towards 
Awadh. Thus, at the Begam’s and Jawdhir ‘Ali Klidn’s 
gate, there were only a few servants left. 

Next day orders were given to Jawdhir ‘Ali Khdn 
that, as these Mughals who bad so misconducted them- 
selves lived within the city, he should seize them all, 
now that their combination with the regulars was broken, 
and harass each of them and make them disgorge the 
money : and that, if a single regular were to be seen 
in the city, he was to punish him and drive him out, 
Jawdhir ‘Ali Kfadn’s famous neophyte* went with fifty 
irregulars and brought in hundreds of Mughals tied to 
the one rope to Jawdhir ‘Ali Khdn’s door. Heavens ! 
how I saw the tables turned ! Yesterday what swagger 
and pride ; to-day how disgraced and crest-fallen ! 
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He wrung as much of the money as he could 
from eaeh, paid about a thousand 'into the treasury and 
pocketed the rest himself. Each of them went to 
hiF ‘Ali Khdn and said that Ydr ‘Ali had taken so much 
from him. Ydr ‘Ali admitted it and said that the sura 
was included in the thousand, while there were about 
two or three thousand rupees embezzled by Ydr ‘Ali. 

In the time of Shujd^u’ddaulah there were two arsen- 
als on different sides of the city: one south, near Goshdin 
Himmat Bahddur’s cantonment, the other outside the 
breast-work of the inner enclosure near Ydnus Khwdja- 
sard’s Sardi. Though the manufacture of new guns and 
muskets was now suspended, there were vast stores of 
iron, copper, and lead in these places. The officers ir^ 
charge of these stores and their sepoys endeavoured fo 
maintain watch by means of one or two guards. Thus 
Ghuldm HusenKhdn, who was master of the west arsenal, 
had one guard of regulars in black uniforms from Bh^gh 
Kde, and their regiment was at Lucknow. ‘They had 
nothing to do with guarding the city and were altogether 
outside the operation of the Begam’s order; but that rascal 
Ydr ‘Ali, acting on the Begam’s order that not a vestige 
of the regulars should be left in the city, went with ten 
or twenty irregulars and . began to expel these guards by 
force. Although (^huldm Husen appealed to him and 
represented that he and his subordinates had no connec- 
tion with the troops who had mutinied, and that he was 
stationed solely to guard government stores, and that, 
if he and his men were removed, all these stores would 
be carried off by thieves, and though he entreated Ydr ^Ali 
for God’s sake to refrain, the conceited blockhead turned 
a deaf ear to him and seized every one by the arms 
and hands, and did not give them time to gather their 
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r property, but turned them out. (JhtiUm Husen had no 
resource left but to send a report of this high-handed 
proceeding of Y^r ‘Ali’s to AsafuMdaulah. 

Although the Naw^b^s and the English intelligencers 
had written full accounts of the outrages and disturbances 
of the last two days and nights and had already des- 
patched them, Xsafu’ddaulah was so indifferent to public 
affairs and so lost in his own idle pursuits that he 
remained uninformed. The Kesident had, however, read 
and noted all. When (J-huldm Husen^s report reached 
Mm, iisafu^ddaulah roused himself and became blind 
with rage. He rode off at once to the Resident and 
peered out his complaint : “ Jaw^hir ‘Ali Khdn and 
Bahdr 'Ali Khdn, my mother’s eunuchs, have conspired, 
gathered a large army, subverted my authority in 
“ Yaizdbdd, driven some battalions which werS stationed 
there out of the city, and are prepared for riot and 
“ revolt. It is necessary that I should go myself with 
“troops and artillery and c[uench this fire. You must 
“ come with me. As they have not yet made headway, 
we may be able to stem the river at its rise.” , The 
Resident replied: My intelligencers have written me 

“ the true account, how your sepoys are to blame. They 
“ besieged the Begam two days and nights, starved bet*, 
“and, extorting from her 84,000 rupees, took to their 
“ heels. And as to what you say, that the eunuchs hav^e 
“subverted your authority in the siibah, the sdbah 
“ and mahdls of the siibah do not lie within the walls bf 
“ Faiz’dbdd, so that they cannot have taken everything 
“into their own power. Talk reasonably. It is not 
“ befitting your dignity to go in person to punish yoUr 
“ servants. Send some confidential person to find oul the 
“ truth and bring you information.” Notwithstanding 
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tMs adyice, he made no reply to the Resident and 
returned. in as great a rage as ever to his palace. 

There was a base creature named Imdm Bakhsh, who. 
had been a playmate of Asafu’ddaulah’s in his boyhood. 
Shujd^u’ddaulah had driven him off and imprisoned him 
for life at Tdndah. Asafu’ddaulah had on his accession 
recalled him, raised him to the highest dignity and made 
him general in command of his whole army. He was 
quarrelsome, malicious, and presumptuous. The Nawdb 
now sent for him, gave him 700 Turk irregular cavalry, 
and told him to ride post-haste that night to Faiz^bdd 
and bring him in Jawdhir ‘Ali Khd.n’s and Bahd.r ‘Alf 
Khdn’s heads. A ‘ whoo is enough to set a maniac going, 
and he, who only wanted such commissions, was ready. 
Sarfardzu’ddaulah Hasan Razd Khdn, one of tbe minis-'^ 
ters of the siibah, heard this and was alarmed. He was 
ill at the time, but he went and waited on the Resident; he 
represented that Imdm Bakhsh was a desperately vicious 
character and would rush headlong without consideratmn ; 
that there were in Faizdbdd 1,500 servants of the Bahik 
B'egam's ; that the city walls were fortified, and there was 
a cannon and a large body of men at each gate; and 
that there would very likely be bloodshed if this man ^ 
approached the city ; that, if the Resident would apply, 
it might be arranged for him to go with Imdm Bakhsh. 
The Resident rode over himself to see the Nawdb and 
msisted on Hasan Razd Khdn’s going. It so happened 
that two post-carriers, servants of Akhwand Ahmad ‘Ali, 
Jawdliir ‘Ali Khdn’s steward, had gone to Lucknow to 
‘Anabar ‘Ali Khan, who had something to do in connection 
With political and revenue matters with Akhwand 
.Ahmad 'Ali, and, having got the answer to a letter, went 
to sleep with the hlawdb’s post-carriers, who were their 
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caste-fellows and brothers. They discovered the pre- 
parations that Imdm Bakhsh and Hasan Kazd Khdn were 
making to go to Faizdbdd. They travelled all night, 
arrived at daybreak at Akh wand 'A bin ad ‘All’s houfee, 
woke him up, and told him what was going on. Imdm 
Bakhsh and Hasan Kazd Khdu had got as far as Naurdhi, 
which is ten miles west of Faizdbdd. Akhwand Ahmad 
‘All went at once to Jawdhir ‘Ali Khdn’s quarters and 
told him. It was Jawdhir ‘Ali Khdn’s custom to come 
every morning from the Begam’s palace to his own 
house a little before sunrise, wash, pray, read the Qurdn, 
and rest awhile. He used to sit alone, and Akhwand 
Ahmad ‘AH used to come shortly after sunrise from his 
hcfiise to see Jawdhir ‘Ali Khdu. I, who used to live 
""over the gate, as soon as I. had prayed, noticed that 
Akhwand Ahmad ‘AU had come this day in an excited 
state before his usual time and gone in with the two 
post-carriers and was talking in whispers to Jawdhir ‘AU 
Khdn. The latter got up quickly and went without 
his retainers into the Begam’s rooms. He woke the 
Bahu Begam and told her all. I was puzzled to know 
what was up, seeing that all the residents in the court 
of the palace were whispering to each other. The Begam 
ordered them to send word to the sepoys stationed at 
the outposts not to permit the coiners to, pass,, and to 
kill them if they persisted in approaching. There wa-s 
a wonderful commotion in the city, easier seen than 
described. Every one was horrified, thinking what was 
going to happen to him. All the inhabitants were 
running in all directions, not knowing where they were 
going or coming. 

When Imdm Bakhsh passed Mumtdznagar and pro- 
ceeded to enter the city, the irregulars brought out the 
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guns, loaded their muskets, and obstructed the road. 
Im4m B&khsli was afraid to advance. He looked to 
Hasan Razd Kbdn to tell him what to do. The latter-^ 
told him that, if he would follow his advice and act 
according to what he said, he could do something. Imdm 
Bakhsh was forced to complj. Hasan Razd Khdn sent 
a friend of his’ to the Begam's gate, saying : “ Your 
humble servant has come from Lucknow to see you. 

“ What have I done wrong that your servants keep me 
back ? Permission was given for him to come, and 
Xghd Muhammad Sddiq, one of the Begam’s servants,, 
was sent to bring Hasan Razd Khdn only and to leave. 
Imdm Bakhsh where he was. After some further com- 
munications the latter was also allowed to come. ’"A 
large body of followers with Hasan Raza Rhdn and seven 
hundred Turk irregular cavalry, in all about a thousand 
armed men, came to the Begam's gate and presented 
nazrs. A long parley followed. On the Begam’s part 
Bahdr ‘Ali Khdn was by no means slack in bold conten- 
tion. All retired to their quarters after sunset. Imdm 
Bakhsh also, seeing the numerous retinue of the eunuchS 
and the large crowd about the Begam’s gate, moved 
away, but kept thinking of a plan to get the two 
eunuchs alone and lay his hands on them and carry 
them off to Lucknow. As Hasan Razd Khdn was con- 
stantly observing his wily movements and Jawdhir 
^ ^Ali Khdn’s followers were on the alert, the rascal was 
not able to carry out his designs, although he plotted for 
eight days. One night he got drunk and he sent for a 
cohcubine named Mithu, who lived at Faizdbdd. In 
her hearing he said swaggeringly to his Turk irregulars-i 
* I’ll carry off those two eunuchs as a hawk carries off a 
Jbird iH^hi^ talons.’ . In the morning the woman sent for: 
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Jaw41iir *Ali Khdn’s table servant, Mubammad Sb^kir, 
and quietly told bim bow matters were, and that this 
apparent negligence was only a feint. Tbe servant 
went back and told wbat be bad beard. 

, Next day after Zubar prayer, in tbe early evening, 
Jawdbir ‘Ali Khdn was going to see tbe Begam. Tbe 
bearers bad brought the palankeen to bis door. Except 
tivo or three mace*bearers no one, net even a sepoy 
of bis escort, bad come near, tbe palankeen. Im4m 
Bakbsb beard of this, bow tbe ennucb was going to tbe 
gate alone. He told a company of bis sepoys to go 
quickly and surround bim tbe minute be came out of bis 
quarters and bring bim to bim. Tbe company, which 
^consisted of not less than twenty men, leaving a space 
bf ten or twenty paces clear before Jawdbir ‘Ali Kbdn's 
gate, drew up in line with bayonets fixed. I was sitting . 
Over the gate and I asked who they were. They said 
they were Imdm Bakhsb’s retainers; that be was coming 
presently to tbe gate; and that they were waiting to 
salute bim and go with bim. I suspected treachery, 
because I saw their bayonets on tbeir guns, and I knew 
that the house in which Imdm Bakbsb lodged was a 
long way off and wbat they said Was meaningless. I 
sent at once for Ydr ‘AH and conveyed a warning 
through bim privately to Jawdhir ‘Ali Khin, At that 
moment Mubammad Haydt Kbdn, Mirza Pbalauri's 
son-in-law, brother of Zakariya Kbdn Ldbauri, bad come 
in and was in deep conversation with Jawdbir ‘Ali Kbdn, 
who pretended not to bear wbat Ydr ‘Ali said and gave 
him no reply. He was not all disconcerted, but went 
listening to Mubammad Hay at Kbdn, Ydr ‘Ali was 
obliged to bring a company of irregulars and post them 
near tbe palankeen. JawAbar ‘AH Khan, however, did 
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not go out and Imdm Bakhsh’s regulars waited till 
evening and returned without attaining their object. 

This state of things continued for eight days. Hasan" 
E-azd Khdn sent a full account of all that happened, and 
how things were at Faizdbdd, to the Nawdb Asafu’(b. 
daulah, who sent orders for their return and to bring 
with them the muskets of the sepoys who had mutinied. 
When they applied for the arms the Begam said that she 
held them for her 84,000 rupees, and that if they paid her, 
they might take them. The Khdn gave a bond for the 
money to be paid a week after his return to Lucknow and. 
took the guns. So good came out of evil. This hap- 
pened in the month of Shawwdl 1190 A. H. [1776 
Things went on smoothly after this for five years. 

' From the beginning of the year 1189 A.H.[1775 A.D.] 

^ ^ , in the time of Shu]d‘u’ddaulah, when 

Events which occur- i r. -n i i 

red in FaizdbM during he .returned from Baksar and took 

1193 A.H. [1779 A.D.]. quarters in Faizdbdd cily, 

five pious members of the medical profession from Delhi 

entered the service of the Nawdb and the Begams 

on high salaries. Although each of them was to aU 

appearances on terms of brotherly unity with the others, 

,yet, owing to their profession as medical men, each 

secretly sought to surpass his rivals and further his own 

interests. Notwithstanding this jealousy, which is the 

most evil quality iu man’s nature, each of them stood 

bound to the others by a mutual agreement on oath : so 

that, if any person of the most eminent attainments, even 

Jabrdjfi himself from heaven, were to come and prove his 

medical skill or his learning* and literary knowledge, 

they would unite and by the vilest means rob him of his 

* “J/m’ refers to all knowledge other than Arabic; refers 

^ to Aral ic literature and the Qur^n and Hadis. 
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reputation, and by gross slander drive Mm from the city, ^ 
not esteeming his sojourn tolerable for even one Tnoment, 

In order that the local magnates might be wholly depend- 
ent on them for medicine and regimen in sickness 5nd 
advice as to their eternal interests, and that all fees and 
gratuities that were to be had might fall into their hands 
alone. Accordingly the late Muhammad Ma‘Mij Khdn 
# # # the Begam * * * charity to 

the indigent poor and the beggars of the city.* 

^ * * * # * # 
and did not consult books. Arabic and Persian scholars 
of the city resorted to Maulavi Muhammad Miinu* for in- 
struction. Jawdhir ‘Ali Khdn retained this estimable man 
irThis service. Muhammad Ma‘^lij Khdu began to satirize 
and slander the man and persisted in doing so. For this 
reason Jawdhir ‘Ali Khdn became somewhat vexed with 
Ma'dlij Khdn and sought for a pretext to call him to 
account. At this very time Mulld ‘Abdu'lmajfd arrived 
and thus another learned man was in the city. Maulavi 
Muhammad Munir joined ‘Abdu’lmajid. The eunuchs of 
both Begams were no longer able to bear the insults and 
insolence of Ma^dlij Khdn and were anxious to disgrace 
and discredit him. As these medical men, according to 
their religious views, execrated the martyr Zaid because 
he rebelled and laid claim to Imdmat,t the eunuchs 
questioned ‘Abdu’lmajfd on this subject, and he said that 
this execration was wholly improper. Ma'dlij Khdn, hear- 
ing that he adhered to this view, prepared to prove from 
the ahddlsXo^ the Imams that it was proper thus to 

* This is the one lacuna which I have been unable to supply. 

t When Imam Zainu’l'^bdm died, Zaid bin ‘Ali bin Husen rebelled 
against Hushsham bin ‘Abdu’lmalik bin Marwan, then ruler of Knfa 
and ‘Irdq[., He was killed and is known as Zaid Shahid, 

X Plural of hadi^, a saying or action accepted as a guide or rule in 
matters of Muhammadan faith. 
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^anatliematize. A day was fixed for a meeting of 
two parties at Bahdr ‘Ali Khan’s house to discuss tlie 
point, and on the 21st Ziqa‘d 1193 A, H. [1779 A. D.] " 
a gathering took place. First came Jawi^hir ‘Ali Kh^n 
with Manlavi Muhammad Munir and his companions^ 
and he took his seat in Bahdr ‘Ali Khdn’s housd 
About two hundred of his armed followers stood at the 
gate outside. Inside the house there were gathered 
about two or three hundred of Bahdr ‘AH Khdn’s and 
Jawdhir‘Ali Khdn’s followers and servants, and residents 
of the city and spectators came in great numbers, so that 
there were present over fifteen hundred persons; 
Muhammad Ma‘dlij Khdn came- with a book from his 
quarters at the Begam’s gate, accompanied by his pupifs ^ 
and his son, and sat down on one side with his party. 
Then came Matbfi‘ ‘Ali Khdn with MuM ‘Abdu’lmajfd 
and his companions and a retinue of servants and 
armed attendants. It was a great public gatherings. 
The followers and attendants of all parties were armed; 
hnt they did not know that it was merely a learned 
discussion that was going on in the house. Fancying 
that there was a quarrel between their masters, they had 
gathered for their protectio-n and were ready to fight. 
I’bey stood in separate parties with the matches of their 
guns alight. Notwithstanding the spaciousness “of the 
halls, which were built in three arcades, including the 
outer covered platform, and the great extent of the conrt- 
yard, the place was crammed with retainers, and they 
were so closely packed that it was difficult to draw breath; 

On the one side was Xghd ‘Abdu’lmajid ; in the first 
place, a vociferous Trdni Mughal ; in the second, one of 
a nation who hold the people of India mdre contemptible 
than a blade of grass ; in the third, a fluent speaker with 



# ■ . EELIGIOUS r 

a pleasing voice ; in tlie fourth, in the prime of life, for 
he had not yet attained his thirtieth year j and fifthly, 
’ supported by the most influential men of the city. On 
the other side was in all respects his opposite; first, a man 
^f small stature and stooped; secondly, old and weak, 
for he was more than seventy years of age; thirdly, 
afflicted for many years with palsy, which had bent his 
neck, and one who had managed to sustain himself solely 
hy the nid of medicine, whose veins stood out oh his 
neck when he spoke and who had great difficulty in 
uttering his words ; fourthly, wholly unsupported and 
with the local magnates bent on his discomfiture; lastly, 
unaccustomed to confront a public gathering. The 
^ frdni Mughal demanded with a magniloquent air, What 
do you say regarding the martyred sou of the Imhm 
The Khdn first strained the veins of his neck, moved his 
stammering tongue, and at last, with the utmost eflfort 
ajter prolonged stuttering, said: “It is right to curse him," 
“ What is your proof?’’ said the other. The Khdn 

replied: “In a reliable kadi§ it is /’ but^ before 

he could quote the haM§ or complete his sentence, the 
MuM said : “ Eeliable, what is that ?” The doctor, who 
was not able to speak, held a slip of paper in his hand, 
but no one knew whether he had written on it the 
correct interpretation of the liadi§ or the words of the 
Itself. He handed it to the Mughal, who threw it 
behind him and said : “ Answer me in words.” The 
son of the old man^ who was sitting beside his father, 
was about to reply for him, hut the Mughal said : “ Who 
are you that you speak? ” The ,Kh4n said : “He is my 
son.” “Who is father or son, I do. not know,” said 
fhe Mughal ; “ my controversy is with you.” The old man 
and his son both became silent and said no more. The 
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^Muglial rose and said : F^tilia to the Khdn Sdhib’s 
imputations.”* He then raised his hands and in a loud 
voice began to cry ; “ Alhamd !” All those present ^ 
ros^ up out of respect for him and began to recite the 
Fdtiha. The place where they were assembled grew 
dark by their rising and all distinction between master 
and servant, who was in front and who behind, was lost. 
The servants, who were standing outside in the court* 
yard, ran to protect their masters and tried to get in, but 
could not. They raised a loud cry. The armed men 
of both parties outside the building thought that some 
one had been killed inside. They rushed wildly in. 
Though the gate was wide, each sought to get in before 
the other. A scramble ensued with swords, shields, ai»i 
muskets. The news spread in the city. The followers ^ 
of each public man, who had been left behind at their 
houses, now hurried up in great excitement, Akhwand 
Abmad ‘Ali, who was sitting in the office in ‘Ambar ‘Ali 
Khdn’s house, and had with him at the time, owing "lo 
the presence of the Rdjas of Tiloi and Salon, and small 
zaminddrs, and of some Sdbitkhdni sepoys, about three 
hundred men, hurried up with them, fearing for Jawdhir 
‘Ali Khdn’s safety, and arrived, but could not get in. 
Some wags took advantage of the darkness and con- 
fusion to pull the turbans off people’s heads and throw 
them into a deep but empty reservoir, while others drew 
out swords, daggers, poniards, whatever they could lay 
their hands on, from their sheaths, and began to play 
like the fencers who cut capers and whirl themselves 


* Fdtiha, tke opeBiug of tlie Qurdn, is recited as an invocation by 
Mniiaminadans and is repeated over tlie dead. This situation was as 
though the Mughal were saying : “ He is done for j let ns pray over 
him.'^ 
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round about, crying “Hde dost,” before tbe ta^zias of^ 
the Imdms during tbe first ten days of Mubarram. It 
■was a marvellous tumult and no one knew wbat it was 
all about. Jawdhir ‘AH Khdn’s men, wbo were more 
numerous than those of any other leader present and 
were about five hundred, got the better of the rest. A 
second time there was a great scramble at the gate. 
Jawdhir ‘Ali Khdn, divining the cause, extricated himself 
with much difficulty from the crowd and went up to the 
top storey of the house, which had windows looking out 
upon the road. He opened the windows and showed 
himself to his men. When they saw their master safe 
they were satisfied. Tranquillity and quiet were restored. 
This tumult lasted from sunrise to noon on a day in 
the cold weather. It ended at last, but for some time 
after it was much talked of and people composed ballads 
and wrote narratives regarding it. 

^ Hawdb Muhammad ‘Ali Khdn, one of the sons of the 

„ „ paternal uncle of Abu’l Mansiir 

Full account of « rj t t, 

Jawdhir ‘Ali and ?hdn Safdar J ang, who was appoint- 

of his patronage of governor of the Oudh Siibah after 
the author. ® csi i 

JNadir bhah s invasion, was created 

agent of the Khairdbdd sarkdr,* and for a long period 
managed that division of the siibah. On one occasion 
he had an engagement with the rdjas of that neighbour- 
hood, who were rebellious and obstinately refused to pay 
the government revenue. A great battle ensued. The 
Nawdb applauded the bravery exhibited by his followers, 
leaped from the howdah of his elephant, drew his 

sword and slew the foolish leaders, but sustained 


f We wQuld say ‘ Commissioner of the Khairabdd (Sitapur) Division,* 
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severe wounds himself and fell on the field, He almost 
died, but'> the Muslim proved victorious. Hundreds of 
unbelievers went to hell, and most of their women and . 
children were captured. When the Nawdb recovered 
from his wounds, he made eunuchs of the boys. One' 
of them died and the rest lived. Among these were 
Jaw4hir ‘Ali Khdn, ‘Ambar *Ali Khdn, Nishdt ‘AH Khdn, 
and others. He appointed Mirza Ahmad ‘Ali of Khair- 
dbdd their tutor. Under him they studied the Qiirdn, 
the Gulistdn and Bostdn of Sa‘di, and several other 
Persian works which boys read. About this time 
Nawdb Safdar Jang came from Shdbjahdndbad to Pdpar 
Ghdt and died there. The Nawdb Begam brought his 
body in a coffin to Faizdbdd and interred it temporarily 
in the Guldb Bdri, a well-known garden, intending ^ 
eventually to send it to Shahjahdnabdd. Shujdffi’ddau- 
lah succeeded to the governorship of the Oudh Sdbah. 
Nawdb Muhammad ‘Ali Khdn was removed from his 
appointment for some disobedience on his son’s part 
and came and settled in Mansiirnagar. He sent ‘Ambar 
‘Ali Khdn, Nishdt ‘Ali Kbdn, and others to Shujd‘u’d- 
daulah, and kept back for his own service Jaw^hir ‘Ali 
iKhdn, who promised to turn out a man of intelligence, ^ 
good conduct, good appearance and heart. Shujd‘u’d- 
daulah came to know that he had concealed a youth 
endowed with intelligence, dignity, and all good quali- 
ties, and he ordered Ddnish ‘Ali, one of his eunuchs, 
to bring the boy away from school without letting 
Jawdhir ‘Ali Khdn know. The eunuch went into the 
school and said to the boy: “ The Nawdb wants you.’^ 
The lad, who knew no other Nawabbut Muhammad ‘Ali 
Khdn, thought it was he who had sent for him and 
came out. The eunuch mounted at horse at the door, 
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took the boy up bebind Mm, rode off at full speed and V- 
arrived at Panj-Mabla. Sbujd^u’ddaulah liked tbe boy 
•wben be saw bim, and made bim over with tbe others 
to Kbusbnazr ‘AH Kbdn for their education. Mir Bddi‘- 
^’ddin of Bijnaur, whose brother’s daughter was married 
to the author of this work, was then Khushnazi^’s 
stew^-^^i appointed to take care of the boys* 

The Qdzi of the town of Maldnwdn, an old man, who 
was considerably versed in Ariibic and Persian litera-* 
ture, was appointed their tutor. One day Shujd‘u’d- 
daulah sent for them all and examined them. Their 
teacher, who was an old dotard, was not exerting him- 
self pfoperly as a tutor. The Nawdb removed Jawdhir 
‘AH Khdn from his care and placed bim under Nusrat 
*AH, the supervisor of his seraglio. He was an ignor-* 
ant man, but stern and noted for his violence, wholly 
devoid of courtesy, sympathy, and tenderness i and he 
wished to engage a tutor of his own stamp, tyrannical 
and cruel, who would instruct with rod and whip. 
Pie resided near the Panj-Mahla in the place at the 
east corner of which now stands the b4,pH* constructed 
by Asafu’ddaulah. Akhwand Ahmad ‘AH, a Shel^h^ 
zida of Kasmandi, was so lucky as to be appointed his 
tutor. Though he was not a hard or ill-tempered man, 
he was a most successful teacher. In a short time 
Jaw^hir ‘AH Khdn became proficient in the Bahdrd- 
Ddnish, Sikandarndma of Nizdmf, Yiisuf Zulaikhd of 
Jdrni, the Masnavl G-hanimat of Mulld Akram Kanjdhf 
Panjdbi, and in the writing of nasta‘Hc[f and orthogra- 
phy and letter- writing. Nusrat ‘AH ?hdn, who was an 
indolent servant, eventually entrusted to him the oflSce 
of deputy supervisor or Ndzir to be always iu attendance 

* A. well with chamhers round it and steps leading to the water 
, for bathing purposes. 

t A style of handwriting. 
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afc tlie ladies’ quarters, and lived himself at his ease. * 
When Nusrat ‘Ali died in 1181 A<H. [1767 A.D.], the 
post of Ndzir was conferred on Jawdhir ‘Ali Khan, and 
he Mso held the appointment of superintendent of the 
Begam’s carriage-houses, in which were nine hundred 
conveyances. As he was thorough in the discharge of 
his duties in connection with the Begam’s gate and the 
carriage-houses, he was gradually entrusted with the 
Nawdb’s private seal. It was the practice that any 
magistrate of police (faujd^r), when he obtained his 
appointment to any place, and any cavalry commandant, 
who procured an order for the pay of his troop, should 
pay ten per cent, for the affixing of the seal . to tlj^e 
order. In this way Jawdhir ‘ Ali Khdn acquired authority « 
over all the collectors of the mah^ls of the siibah and 
over the cavalry officers drawing pay of troops, who 
did not draw direct from the treasury, but from the 
mahd,ls. He was afterwards entrusted with the admin- 
istration of eight mahdls in the south, which were 
included in Salon, and with other petty offices, such 
as the charge of horse and cattle-breeding and of the 
tolls of Wazfrganj and Undm Khdss and of Isma'il- 
ganj, which is near Yahiydganj in Lucknow, and of the 
Haveli Kh^ss of Gorakhpur, which had been assigned 
for the maintenance of the female attendants and slaves 
of the harem. The nobles and their descendants froni ' 
Shdhjahdndbdd, who had fallen into reduced circum- 
stances and lived on the crumbs of Shujd‘u’ddaulah’e ’ 
table, whose stipends were often not less than a thou- 
sand or two thousand, or five or fifteen hundred rupees, 
and singers and bards from Delhi, who used to draw- 
allowances of four or five hundred rupees, were wholly 
dependent on him for drawing their pensions. Every 

D 
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moutli some new duty was imposed on him. One regi^ ^ 
menfc in black uniform and cavalry mounted On horses 
found by the state were at his service. His pomp and 
dignity were daily on the increase. Had Shujd^u'dd^u- 
kh lived for a few years more, it is probable that the 
administration of half the Sdbah of Oudh would have 
become vested in Jawdhir ‘Ali Khdn. After Shujd.‘- 
u’ddaulah’s death AsafuMdaulah went to Lucknow to 
reside, and the Khd,n remained with the Begam, as 
life held the appointment of Hdzir. The Nawd,b’s seal 
and the payment of troops were taken from him. He 
also lost Wazirganj and Ismab'lgaoj, but he continued 
to hold Salon and other small places. He was a eunuch 
, of the harem, ambitious, dignified, courteous, and pure. 
His liberality, generosity, and stability were famous. 

In the service of no state or noble, in no historical work, 
do we meet with another endowed with such splendid 
qualities, and at the same time so moderate in speech 
and so sincere in friendship. I, who, having been recom- 
mended by Akhwand Ahmad ‘Ali Khdn to him, was 
employed in his service and was constantly with him for 
twenty-seven years, from 1188 to 1214 A.H. [1774 to 
1799 A.D.], have told the truth, the whole truth, and have 
neither concealed nor exaggerated anything. He was ex^ 
ceedingly modest and sensitive. From his early manhood 
to the close of life he never exposed his body. When 
he bathed, two attendants, old white- bearded men, rubbed 
him down . In the warm bath too he had shampooers 
like them. He never wore coloured clothes, such as 
the coloured turban which came into fashion in ShujdS 
u’ddaulah’s time, or even a coloured shawl round his 
waist. In his private house he wore but one garmehtj 
and put another over it when he went to court. He 
nl 
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^ kept his eyes fixed on the ground. When he rode out, 
he looked neither left nor right. He spoke very little, 
indeed not at all. His friends who gathered in the moru'- 
ing and evening talked to please him while he sat listen- 
ing in silence. He was so dignified that, when any pf 
Shujd'uMdaulah's or Asafu’ddanlalfs courtiers came to 
see him, he did not rise to receive them. He held 
rupees and gold-muhars as light as pebbles and never 
touched them. He never witnessed a dance or other 
entertainment. He was exceedingly fond of two things ; 
one, a crowd of companions, servants, and infantry or 
cavalry; the other, buildings. If 1 wrote all about him, 

I should produce a separate bulky volume, but I will 
mention some points. A few out of many will sufifce. 
A notion of his other habits and manners will be guessed 
from them. His daily life followed a strict routine 
unless and until broken by some unforeseen exigency. 
He used to leave the Begam’s residence about half an h^our 
before sunrise and come into his own house. If it were 
winter, as soon as he had washed, he recited prayer, 
read a chapter of the Qurdn, and then sat on a cushion, 
wearing a long Shdh Nawazkhdni coat, usually made 
of an embroidred shawl and sometimes of kamkhwab.* - 
He used to sit thus by a reservoir with* a shawl round 
him, and if he felt unusually cold he put a second one 
over it. Two or three friends dropped in and sat down 
with him. He said nothing. His friends talked, some- 
times about the stories they had heard of Sh^hjahdn- 
and the Emperors, and sometimes about the Im^ms. 
He listened* An hour after sunrise he ordered his break- 
fast. Delicious dishes of rice and pulse were served. 

* The stuff commonly called ‘hincob'or ‘kingcoh/ extensively, 
manufactured at Ban^ras, 


14894 


52 


FULL ACCOUNT OF 




The tablecloth glistened like a garden with the colours 
of the meats and pickles. After breakfast, when a full 
watch of day had passed, he used to go in a palankeen 
with a large following to wait on the Begam in the 
palace, remain with her for an hour or more, return in 
the same style and hold office for nearly an hour. After 
that he took a short nap. In the afternoon, after prayer 
and reading the Qurd^n, he amused himself with archery 
in a large company. Later in the evening* he used to 
go up to the housetop and practice at a target there. 
He received company after sunset. Besides his old 
friends two or three learned men of the city, persons of 
respectability and position, used to come in and sit with 
hi$a. Sometimes the tale of Amir Hamza was told with 
"'great eloquence, , After supper, when a watch of night 
had passed, he went into the Begam's private apart- 
ments to sleep.' He used to go out once in every two 
or three days for recreation and an airing outside the 
city, and amuse himself with coursing and hawking. 
Although his income was not as great as it had been in 
the time of Shujdffi’ddaulah, he maintained a regular 
suite of companions and armed attendants, both footmen 
and mounted retainers. He had not the least love for 
amassing money. He remitted all nazrs and audience- 
gratuities, passing them to his servants, were they only 
ten rupees or were they ten thousand. He merely took 
them and laid them on the ground. His attendants and 
domestics lifted them and divided them among them- 
selves. After Beni Bahddur^s imprisonment, Rde Kirp4 
Day41 and I)ln Daydl, residents of Awadh, applied to 
Jawd.hir ‘Ali Khdn to procure his release, and promised 
to pay him a lak of rupees as a nazr when they had 
effected their object for them. When their object had 
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• been gained, Beni Bahddur came with Shekh Khwdja 
Muhammad Ydqiit Khdn to Jaw^hir ‘Ali Khdn, bringing 
fifty thousand rupees, and promised to pay the balance, 
bul; he returned the 50,000 rupees and forgave the 
whole sum. If one were to say that he had netted ''a 
lak of rupees for nothing, he would remain silent, and 
exhibit no signs of gratification ; or if one said he had 
lost as much, he evinced no regret. 

On one occasion a hot dispute arose between ^Aqal- 
mand, a foster child of Jawdhir ‘Ali Kuban’s, and the sons 
of Nawdb Zafaru’ddaulah, eldest son of Nawab Mirza 
‘Ali Khdn, in a Hindii fair. ‘Aqalmand made use of 
violent and abusive language and turned away. He 
came excited into the house. Zafaru’ddaulah heard" 
what had happened. He was then drunk and he mounted 
his horse and came with the men who were about 
him to the house to exact revenge. A watchman brought 
in word. Some friends and others were with Jawdhir 
‘Ali Khdn, but all were unarmed. He ordered the 
custodian of his armoury to give each a sword and 
shield. When the disturbance was over, not one of 
them returned the weapons and he never asked for them. 

A large company was employed at Bahdr ‘Ali Kh^n^s 
house one year, on the seventh of Muharram, in the 
celebration of the ta‘ziaddri. The crowd was immense, 
and Jawd/hir ‘AH Khdn’s servants had not room to stand 
round him. When the reading of marsiyas and the story 
was over, and the people rose up to beat their breasts, 
there was a light-fingered gentleman there who lifted a 
silver spittoon and carried it off. Jawdhir ‘Ali Kh^n 
saw that it was a stranger who was taking it, but he took 
no notice of the theft. When he returned to his house he 
said to me; Yoti were quite close to me. Did you see 
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the thief’s trick?’' I said I did not. “ There was, he r 
continued, “ a stranger who took something.” The fact 
isj that he felt it was not consistent with the dignity and 
respectability ef his position that be should stand up in a 
pOablic gathering and ask the man who he was, and why he 
was taking the thing. A similar occurrence happened 
when he entertained Mr. Middleton and other Englishmen. 
Six of them were sitting on chairs watching a dance. Their 
servants were standing in attendance, and had set before 
them gold and silver betel-boxes and scent bottles and 
trays and spray- diffusers belonging to the host. When 
the guests departed, the servants emptied the betel-boxes, 
anjJ one of them took the gold lid of a box and carried it 
way in his pocket., Jawdhir ‘Ali Khdn noticed this but 
said nothing., When all had gone and search was made,, 
it could not be found out who had taken the lid. He 
then told how the servant of a certain Englishman had 
pufitinhis pocket and taken it away. At last word 
was sent to Hubis Kde, the English Diwdn,. and he made 
inq,uiries and returned the article. 

‘Ambar ‘Ali Klidln wavS appointed police magistrate 
of Sarkdr Khairdbdd. Jawdhir ‘Ali Kbdn said to him; 

*** It is no good your taking office in yonr own city, I 
^ wish you had taken another mahdl. The subjects and' 
‘■‘'residents will enjoy favours,, good treatment, and pro- 
‘■‘tection, and you will have to give ma‘dffs and pensions- 
and stipends, and help people and give money away. 

“ If you don’t, where is the pleasure of your position at 
Khairabdd ? 

After the death of the elder Begam,. j^safn’ddaukk 
arrested Muharram ‘Ali Khdn and Matbii* ‘Ali Khdm 
iois e-mbezzl.emeat of the treasures,, jewellery,, cash, and 
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other property of his grandmother, and imprisoned 
them and sent for them to Lucknow. Tahsin ‘Ali Khdn, 
who was Asafu’ddaulah’s Ndzir, had an enmity of long 
standing against these two men and used every secret 
endeavour to work their disgrace. He was with them. 
Jawdhir ‘Ali Khdn, who had gone to Lucknow with the 
usual complimentary robe from the Begam for presenta- 
tion on the Nawdb’s birth-day anniversary, was return- 
ing and met them on the way. He called Matbd.‘ ‘Ali 
Kh^n aside and whispered to him not to give way ^to 
fear, but to speak out resolutely; and if the Nawdb, on 
the calumnious and malicious representations of Tah- 
sin, asked for more than was in the Begam’s coffers, ho 
should maintain his self-respect and pay over, adding, 

“ I have a lak or two of rupees and you are welcomd’ 
to them. The moment I get a hint from you, I’ll send 
“ them.” 

While Jawdhir ‘AH Kh^n was away at Lucknow, a. 
sepoy, one of the watchmen left in charge of his house,, 
stole a bag of rupees from some place, and afterwards was 
overcome by fear and threw it away under a tree in the 
courtyard. He told his superior officer, who lifted the, 
bag of money and took it to keep. When Jawdhir ‘AH/- 
Khdn returned, the officer gave up the bag of money and 
told him what had happened. He said nothing, and, 
when the officer expressed his wonder that he ordered 
no one to take charge of the money, he remarked, “ Ho 
“ took it. It was his father’s.”* 

A Mughal pedlar from Irdn brought webs of Kdbul 
cloths and woollen Kashmir goods, such as the nobles 
and princes of those countries wore in the extreme cold 

* This means Jaw^lhiic AU looked on Ms sepoys, as his sons.. 
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and in tlie rainy season. He laid out the goods and they 
were sold for 10,000 rupees. Jawdhir ‘Ali Khdn«kept the 
goods and told me to pay the money to the trader. 
Alchwand Ahmad ‘Ali, the hoad of the treasury, said to 
him, “ Sir, you have in your wardrobe an endless stock 
^‘‘'of splendid clothes usually worn in this country. 

These clothes are not the sort in fashion here. What 
“is the use of spending money unnecessarily?” The 
reply came; “ This poor Mughal has travelled a long 
“ way in the hope of profit. He has come to Lucknow, 
“ thinking Hindiistdn a rich country and its inhabitants 
“ wealthy. There there are Asafu’ddaulab, the Wazir 
“ of Hindfistdn, whose liberality is famous, Hasan 
“ Razd IKhdn, Haidar Beg Khdn's deputy, and 
^ Tikait B4e and hundred^- of other wealthy menj but 
“ not one of them has deigned to patronize him, so he 
“ has come on to Faizdbdd. Beyond this where is he to 
“go? If he has to carry his goods back to his native 
“ ccTuntry, he will perish of grief on the way. This 
“ money, which I have deposited in these boxes -in my 
“ treasury, will not last. I take tliese goods instead 
“ of that money. For the mere keeping, a stone is as 
“ good as a bit of silver.” The Mughal sang his praises 
and set out for his native land. 

Jawdhir ‘Ali Kh^n had many companions and sepoys 
In his service. ‘ No year or month passed without his 
adding to their number. The monthly disbursements of 
pensions to various persons ranged from five to one 
hundred rupees each. Before this it had been usual to 
! entertain such as courtiers on written promises of one 
hundred rupees, pay and accoutrements, and horses 
were provided for them from the government stables. 
It often happened that these men embezizled their 
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accoutrements, and yet he never enquired for them or 
tried to trace them. 

It was owing to his efforts that the observance of 
congregational prayer was introduced into Faizdb^d, 
which was not an established rule of faith with Shfa^s^ 
As the residents were not habituated to or inclined to 
meet for public prayer, why should individuals undergo 
an irksome and disagreeable trial in the rains, or in a 
heavy shower, or in the early morning in winter, when 
disclined to leave their houses, particularly as their 
louses were far from the government mosque? When 
'ne‘saw this, he engaged ten or twenty men as servants 
to bring companies of people to the mosque to pray 
the 6ve appointed hours. 

As a special rule, he used to make most appoint- 
ments on the recommendations of others. One of his 
companions objected that persons appointed on recom- 
mendations were not careful in attending to their duties, 
and “ what,” asked he, “ is the good of appointing such 
persons ? ” He answered, “ People of independent means 
“ like cock-fighting and matching larks, partridges, and 
amandavas, and breed and keep birds of many kinds. 
“My fancy is the care of men.' The reason of my 
“ entertaining persons on recommendations is, I myself 
“like men, and I gain them in every way, and two 
“ people are pleased, the recommender and the recora- 
“ mended.” Those who came daily to pay him court, he 
kept hanging on for months. When such a one became 
disheartened and had no hope of immediate appointment, 
he was pleasantly surprised to see Jawdhir ‘Ali Khdn 
draw out a bundle of memoranda of pay for the past two 
or three months in his own handwriting and signed, which 
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he had been keeping in his writing-desk. When he 
saw a table-servant or house-servant wearing dirty 
clothes or in great need, he used to give him some of 
these memoranda bearing his signature, and tell him 
to take them to so and so. The latter, who had grown 
hopeless, saw how they had been registered as in employ- 
ment for three or four months past, and now they were 
getting a hundred rupees or the like, and so they gave 
the servants whatever they had at the moment to give. 
Every year he had ten or twenty new coats and trou- 
sers made, and he used to distribute his old clothes 
among his needy friends. Thus his winter clothing, 
such as overcoats, cloaks, quilts, long-coats, short-coats, 
arid shawls, never went on from one year into another. 
It was the same with his riding horses'. Round him 
were gathered the foremost in all arts and profesions, 
men of learning, physicians, penmen, archers, stone- 
polishers, mounted and infantry soldiers of every des- 
cription, red-coated regulars, black-dressed irregulars, 
and Sdbitkhd,nis, Mew^tis, Bundelas, and Chandelas. 
When he went up to his housetop for target practice, 
there were round him below on every side infantry in 
uniform under arms, standing steady as pictures on a 
wall. Wherever he turned, his eye fell on them. They 
were ready to take any orders. On the occasions of 
the marriages of either sons or daughters of his protegds, 
he gave money to them according to rank in addition 
to their fixed pay. If one died, he paid up his salary 
to the date of his death, and evinced great tenderness 
for his helpless survivors. He loved cleanliness, wash- 
ing, sweeping, neatness. No friend even of his was 
permitted to come in with iron-heeled shoes lest their 
marks should be seen in the courtyard of the house, . 
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^ahd no one was allowed to eat betel or expectorate on 
the ground. From the beginning of his career he was 
accustomed to ride on an elephant or in a Hindiistdni 
palffbkeen. But in the rains he adopted the sabuk- 
raw”* as a means of conveyance. It was he whq* 
invented the sabukraw/' which all the independent 
residents of Faizdbdd and Lucknow subsequently adopt- 
ed. When Nawdb Xsafn’ddaulah came from Lucknow 
to Faizdhdd on any occasion, most of his courtiers in 
attendance, and even nobles of independent means, cara.6 
to see him, and they never left him empty handed. 
One recommended a person for employment, another 
asked for a horse to ride, a third for a shawl, a fourth for 
money, and so on ; none left without gaining his objefft. 
In the latter part of his life he used to ride on horse.- 
back. He used merely to pass through the city on an 
elephant or in a palankeen: but outside the city he- 
mounted a horse and rode alone four or five miles. He 
galloped violently. Not one of his escort could keep 
up with liim. If any one did happen to overtake him, 
he gave him a present of a couple of gold coins. He 
was a shapely, well-made,, and well-proportioned man, 
erect, but of middle height, who wore his clothes to 
advantage. He was dignified and firm, and as liberal as 
resolute, modest, devout, and. consistent. At the time of 
Asafu’ddaulah’s death be came to Lucknow with the 
Bahii Begam, and lived with her for a year and eight 
months in Rdja Jhdo Lafi’s Barahdari, opposite (an 
edificejf vvhich was built by the Nawdib on an elevated 
spot. During all three seasons, winter, summer, apd rains^, 
he was unaffected by climatic influences. My pen is not 

* Lit. “quick-mover,” a kind of open sedan. 

t Tpere is a word wanting in the original,, and:" I have her# ' 
inserted, the general term ‘ edifwei’ - : ^ 
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equal to the record of his good qualities. He died iu^ 
his fifty-seventh year on the 15th Jam^diXssdni, 1214 
A.H. [1799 A.D.], after an illness of ten or twelve 
days, and was buried in the Imdmbdra which he •had 
himself built. The building was a wooden one in those 
days, but after his death Dd-rdb ‘Ali Khdn greatly 
enlarged it and made a brick building. I wrote, at 
Bdrdb ‘Ali Khdn’s request, the quatrain which is 
inscribed on his tomb: — 

When this great man, a Jewel rightly named, 

To rest beneath the dust of earth was laid, 

The great archangel thus his death j^roclaimed ; 

“ Lo ! at the Imdm’s feet his grave is made.”* 

I now return to the history of Faizdbdd, which is the 
« History of Faizibdd J^^^in subject of this volume. After 
resumed. Shujd^u’ddaulah’s death, and the 

removal of Xsafu’ddaulah to Lucknow, some nobles and 
grandees continued to reside in Faizdbdd and would not 
forsake the place. There was Nawdb Sadru'nnisa Begam, 
Shujd^u'ddaulah’s mother. He had made a residence 
for her within the fort, a copy of the bdrahdari and 
residence built by Nawdb JaTar Kh4n ‘iilamglri, which 
she had seen at Shdhjahdudbdd. He was rebuilding this 
' residence of hers, and she had left the fort and gone to 
reside for the time at the Moti B5gh, which is in the 
Chauk, when the Nawdb died before completing the work. 
The Nawdb Begam therefore remained in the Moti Bdgh. 
She had four hundred sepoys to guard her palace ; and 
learned men and physicians and nobles, and some 
descendants of the Delhi families, and courtier-eunuchs 
were in her service. Many eunuchs, such as Muharram 
‘All Khdn Ndzir, Matbii^ ‘Ali Khdn, Iltifdt ‘Ali Khdn, 

: * This is a chronogram. The last line in the original yields the 
date, l^ote that ‘Jawahir' means ‘jewel.’ 
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Mi^n Suklrnfaliim, Midn Jawed, Baliray^b, and Ddnd, 
*and Bakbtdwar, Tezkosh, and Shafqat Begam, and 
Pokkrdj, employed on duties within and without the 
palace, and others on her establishment as heads of 
oflSces, bankers and assayers employed in her treasury,^ 
and superintendents of her carriage-houses and elephant 
stalls, persons employed in one capacity or another, in 
all about one thousand souls, were dependent upon her 
bounty. Then there were her collectors on her j%irs, 
who managed for her parganas Bihdr, ‘Aliganj, Bahutd,i, 
Begamganj and Rdeganj. 

A second was the Jindb-i-'Aliya Muta'dliya Nawdb 
Bahu Begam, Shujd‘u'ddaulah’s widow, who held as her 
private estate large mahdls, such as Salon, SimrautS, 
Mohanganj, Jd,is, Kord., Parsidhipur, Riikha, Althd, and 
zila^s, such as Mirganj, Sindh, Ghoridbdd, Nawdbganj, 
Garhaiya, Fursatganj, and Banaura on the south, Naw^db- 
gabj on the north, Tdndah on the east and TsmaTganj hear 
Lucknow on the west, and the Ghalladdgh and FataMagh, 
and another Isma‘ilganj near Yahiydganj and Wazfrganj, 
which was situated between Mohdn and Lucknow, and 
Undra KMss and Begam Bdri. Among her eunuchs 
were — (1) The Nawab Ndzir, Jawdhir ‘Ali Khdn, who 
loved power and position, retinue and followers, who 
administered the southern mahdls and had some other 
miscellaneous duties besides, and there were eight or ten 
thousand men of all degrees under him in various capa- 
cities: (2) Bahdr ‘Ali Khdn, who had charge of Tdndali 
and of Nawdbganj on the north side of the Ghdgra, 
and entertained three hundred sepoys in addition to 
armed process-servers employed in revenue collection 
on his mahdls : (3) Shikoh Ali Khdn, who held 
Isma‘ilganj near Lucknow and had a company of regulars; 
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(4) Basant ‘Ali Khdn, governor of Begam Bdri, with whom 
were ten or twenty sepoys. Other eunuchs such as 
Midn Idrdk, Firasat, ‘Aqalmand, Ydqiitkhdni, ‘Aqal- 
mand Kapt^n, Midn Khurain, and Nikhat, Siihail, Bdrdb 
‘AH Khdn, Midn Tarh, Najdbat, Khushdil, Ydqiit, Khur- 
shed, Sakbdwat, Bashdrat, Rozafzdn, Zamurrad Mujalli,* 
Zamurrad Darbdri, Khush-chashm, Zu’lfaqdir, Midn Dan- 
lat, ‘Ishrat, and others, were entertained for various oflSces 
within and without the palace. There were also servants 
{Attached to the elephant stalls, the stables and coach- 
houses, house-servants, messengers, slaves, mace-bearers, 
accountants, and artisans attached to the factones. 

A third was Bani Khdnam Sdhiba, Najmu’ddaulah’s 
wife, who drew five thousand rupees from the local gov- 
^ eminent, and also had private savings of her own to 
spend. She had guards, an escort, and many relatives 
whom she supported. A fourth was Nawd/b Zafaru’d- 
daulah, eldest son of Nawdh Mfrza ‘AH Kfidn. A fifth 
was Sarkdr Husen ‘AH Khdn, who was reputed son-in- 
law of the Nawdb Begam. By the continued residence 
of these nobles, the splendour of Faizdbdd was still undi- 
minished j and when Mirza Muhammad Naqi and Mirza 
Muhammand Nasir took up their residence here, some 
others obtained a livelihood through them. And then 
there were the establishments of other noble matrons, 
such asHinga Begam, Bdndi Begam, Xmina Begam, and of 
the sons of Burhdnu’lmulk’s chief wife, besides the wives 
and sons of Nawdb Muhammad QuH Khdn Shahid. The 
people of the city, owing to the large demand created by 
these numbers, imported all kinds of goods with feel- 
ings of assurance; and they sold them among these 
households and establishments, and lived prosperously. 

* ShouM probably be Mahali as opposed to Darbari following. 
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^Although the shops of traders and artisans were not to any 
great extent deserted, yet the houses of the cavalry officers 
and the cantonments, which formed a large part of the 
city? were forsaken and became ruined. The landholders 
round about, finding the land unoccupied, broke it u ]3 
into fields and cultivated it as before, and cultivators* 
houses began to spring up among the fields, Were any 
one, who had left the city shortly after Shujd,'u’ddaulah’s 
death, to return a few years later, it would seem to him 
almost a desert. Thus the city remained for seven years. 

There was in Bani Khd,nam's house a young woman 

First rupture, unim- named Nur Jahdo, daughter of a 

portaut and unexpect- waiting woman, and Bani Khdnam 
ed, between Jawahir ° ^ ^ 

‘Ali Kbdu and Bani had ghen her in marriage to Hir 

^ChAnam. Muhammad Sal4h, a Saiyad, the son 

of the tutor whom she employed for her sons. This 
young man was ignorant, ugly, foolish, empty-headed, 
easy going, and his wife was wise, quick-witted, pre- 
sumptuous, and stubborn, and held her husband lighter 
than the servants. She resented being called his wife 
and kept him at a distance. When she was invested with 
the superior charge of the Khdnam’s private purse, jewels, 
and other departments, she withdrew herself whdlly from . 
her husband and she would not even see him. Xgh^ ‘Ali 
Kh^Ln, Bani Khdnam’s full brother, being house-steward 
to his sister, fell in love with Ndr Jahdn, and went so fhr 
that people began to talk scandal about their illicit love, 
until Sdjida Khdnam, a servant of Bani Khdnam’s, and 
mother-in-law of Mirza Shekhd, one of Jawdhir ‘Ali 
Khdij’s intimates, having been turned out for some secret 
grudge, came helpless to Mfrza Shekhd’s house and 
represented her poverty and complained of Niir Jahdn*s 
misconduct. Mirza Shekhd had to wait for a long time 
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to avenge himself on Ndr Jahdn. Now it happened^ 
that ‘Ali Beg Khdn’s hammdm*' was close to Jawdhir ‘Ali 
Khan's house, and adjoined iighd 'Ali Khdn's house; 
Jawdhir ‘Ali Khdn had from time to time repaired^ the 
ruined or damaged buildings of this hammdm, and Aghd 
‘AH Khdn was afraid that Jawdhir ‘AH Khgin might lay 
claim to the hammdm and take possession of it. So at 
night he gave instructions to his men, broke all the win- 
dow-panes, undid all the repairs, and rendered the build- 
ing useless. This act was very offensive to Jawdbir 
‘AH Khdtt. When Mirza Shekhd observed Jawdhir ‘Ali 
Khdn thristing for revenge, he sent for Muhammad 
Sal^h, Niir Jahan's husband, who was at his wit's end, 
and said to him in private, “You are a wonderfully 
^“shameless and unjealous fellow, for i^gh4 ‘Ali has 
“your wife and you are doing nothing." He replied 
“I am a weak and wealthless man, and my enemy is 
“ both strong and wealthy. Can a straw fight a moun- 
®‘tmn?” “Write," said the other, “a petition to the 
“ Bahu Begam disclosing the facts, and present it 
“ through Jawd,hir ‘AH Khdn. He will protect you in 
“ eye^’y way and will even get you a monthly allow- 
“ a,hee.” A strong pledge was given, and Muhammad 
SaMh employed me secretly to write his petition, and 
he signed it. Mirza Shekhd, also instructed him to 
apply to the Qdzi of the city. The Qazi came and 
said, “ I have little power. How can I contend against 
“ Bani Khdnam’s brother?” A hint was given to the 
Qdzi that he would be supported. 'One night Jawdhir 
‘Ali Khdn read the petition to the Bahu Begam and told 
her the whole story. Though the Begam was fond of 
Bani Khanam, she was very angry at Aghd ‘AH Khdn’s 

_ y is a bouse fitted up as a bath. 
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^iiaisconduct. She ordered the case to be laid before 
the Qdzij’and said the petitioner should let the Musal- 
m^os of the city know about his case and gain theii* 
support, ‘‘but/’ she added, “ I will not be Bani Khd^ 
nam’s abettor in this matter of Muslim law.” Strane^e 
to say, Bani Khdnam had not the slightest information 
of this move from first to last: and, although Aghd ‘Ali 
Khdn heard rumours of it, he did not believe them. 

When the day arrived that they had fixed On for 
carrying ofiF‘ Niir Jahdn from Bani Khdnam's residence, 
Muhammad SaMh went first of all to the Qdzi and 
complained. The Qdzi came and took his seat at ‘Ali 
Beg Khdn’s mosque. Bashdrat and Sa‘ddat, two of the 
Bahu Begam’s eunuchs, attended at the mosque by «. 
Jawdhir ‘Ali Khdn’s order to support the Qdzi. The 
Qdzi sent a verbal order to Bani Khdnam requiring her 
to deliver Niir Jahdn to her husband, who had lodged 
a complaint before him, under penalty of a general 
assault in case of non-comifiiance. The Khdnam, who 
was wholly ignorant of the plot, was completely taken 
aback, and said, “ How has Muhammad Saldh grown 
“so bold? Maybe, the Qdzi is mad. They are both 
“ my servants and I am my own mistress.” She ignored 
the order. The eunuchs returned and told the Qdzi, 
who raised the cry, “ Bfn-i-Muhammad. Let Muhana- 
“ madans stand by me ! ” The servants, mainly of 
Jawdhir ‘Ali Khdn, a thousand or two thousand men, 
who had on black uniform, threw off their coloured 
clothes, put on white, raised banners on their shoulders, 
and came up in crowds from various sides, crying, 
“Bin! Bin!” At another side Akhwand Ahmad ‘Ali 
was holding court with a crowd of foot-soldiers in at- 
tendance, and landlords and their relations and brothers. 


JHli! CASil 




0 


€t 

Sbme three hundred people were there. These too cam& 
with swords and shields, and joined the Qdzi. Matbii^ 
‘AH Kh^n, one of the Nawdib Begam’s eanuchsj also 
came up with forty or fifty men to help the Q4zi. A vast 
"concourse of spectators, both Musalmdns and Hindds, 
came together. The whole mass moved with a united 
rush to Bani Khdnam’s gate. Ttie street was narrow 
/ and the throng was so great that the men could not use 
their swords and shields, and were obliged to hold them 
aloft over their heads. The Khdnam’s sepoys, who 
were about a hundred and fifty, fled from the gate, 
fearing for their lives. The eunuchs came out from the 
private rooms, lifted Niir Jahdn in their arms, placed her 
^ in a paltry litter, threw a sheet around it, and brought 
her out carried by two bearers, and lodged her in Khd- 
rim the eunuch’s house. Agh^ ‘Ali Khdn was lying 
hid in his house, which was behind Bani Khdnam’s man- 
sion. The crowd dispersed. The Qdzi received a shawl 
in compliment from Jawdhir ‘AH Khdn, and Muhammad 
Saldh was given fifty rupees to meet pressing claims. 
Niir Jah^n proved so wanton and impudent thatj not- 
withstanding this great riot, she loudly abused Muhanr- 
mad Saldh, and cared nothing for the crowd. 

After a few days she wms removed from ipidram^^ 
bouse to another buildino^ near ‘Ambar ‘AH Ehdh’s 
stable, where Jawahir ‘Ali Khan’s horses and grooms 
were located, and she lived here with Jawdhir ‘Ali 
Khdn's permission. She now made a show of reconci- 
liation in order to deceive her husband, and feigned 
so deep an aflPection for him, and was so successful in 
" her show, that bis suspicions were completely lulled, 
and he began to believe that she was really in love 
with hiiUi As luck would have it, there was in the top 
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^toi^ey of this building on the west side a window, and 
on the sanie side on the top of the hammd-m, which had 
led to all the trouble, there was a wooden screen* Here 
Xghd ‘Ali Khdn made it his practice to sit. He re-* 
moved a plank and used to conyerse with her by sigfis^ . 
while on her side ISTiir Jahdn opened the window and 
complained of the pangs of separation. This went on 
every day. 

Mir ^huldm Im4m, the Faujddr of Salon, happened 
to come into Faizdb^ld and put up in the chamber oven 
the gate leading into ‘Ambar ‘Ali Khdn’s thatched 
house. As this room Was oiiposite those other twcr 
buildings, he Saw the game that was going ort. He told 
me, and I told Jawdhir ‘AH Khdn. The grooms wdre 
ordered to prevent her opening the window, and to 
watch her. When an end was put to these interviewsi 
which had been their mutual solace, Ndr Jahdn repre- 
sented to JaWd.hir ‘Ali Klidn, through Muhammad SaUb^r 
how she was alone in that house, and Muhammad SaMh 
was mostly absent in attendance on him, and she had 
no one to speak to, and she earnestly entreated him^ 
to allow some woman, a resident of the city who had 
an attachment for her, to come occasionally to cheer 
her up. Jawdhir ‘Ali Ehdn gave permission. Accord- 
ingly a covered litter came every now and then and left 
after two or three days* The grooms were thus thrown 
off their guard. She then resorted to another contrivance 
andr joined, interest with Mirza Shekhdr to obtain em- 
ployment for his mother-in-law, whose dismissal had 
been the root of all this quarrel, and sent him Word that, 
if by his aid she could effect her return to Bani Kh^i- ; " 
nam, she wonld procure service for his mother-in-law 
with increased wages. Mirza 8he^^h4 went to her house 
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one night, and a solemn engagement was entered int(| 
between them. Niir Jahdn then sent word to Xgh^ 
‘AH Khdn that she had effected a compromise between 
her husband and Mirza Shekhd, and asked hiha t<y 
«tell the Kh^nam to send for her. jUghd ‘Ali Khdn 
first conciliated Muhammad Saldh with a monthly 
allowance of twenty rupees, and then conveyed the 
message to the Khdnara. Two motives acted on Bans 
Khdnam: first, Ndr Jahdn was her private factotum 
and gave her entire eatisfaction, whereas her successor 
did not please her and caused her discomfort ; secondly^ 
she had felt Ndr Jahdn’s forcible removal an insult and 
Wanted revenge. She went tO' the Bahu Begam’s palace 
remained there for two or three days. On the 
fourth day she broached the subject and said that Mu- 
hammad Saldh was the sou of a slave of hers, and he 
had consented to Ndr Jahdn's returning to her, and 
she added that he was at the gate. The fact was* 
that Muhammad Salah had disappeared some ten or 
twelve days before from Jawdhir ‘Ali Khan's, and no- 
one knew anything about him, what us up, and why 
he did not return. Bahdir ‘Ali Khdn w'as at this time 
for some reason displeased with Jawdhir ‘AH Khdn and 
he had also sided with Bani Khdnam, and he used tn 
venture opinions favorable to the latter in the Begam^s 
presence. The Begam now gave the permission which 
Ndr Jahdn’s husband asked for, saying that, if he was 
Satisfied, be might keep her where he pleased: that he 
Was her master. There was a carriage at the Begam'S' 
gate and the infantry escort was in waiting. It began to 
raiuv Jawahir ‘Ali Khdn was sitting after evening 
prayer, and I was in. attendance on him. In cam© w* 
groom from the stables and announced that ffah^ 
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liad fled^ that the grooms had taken her for the friend 
who used*to come occasionally to see her; but th^-t 
when they went into the house they found no one there. 
Jawdhir ‘Ali Khdn ordered them to bring her hack, 
and spoke loosely to Mi'rza Shekhd, who happened to “ 
come in, and said, “ The care that Her Highness the 
“ Begara took for Allah’s sake of tke seed of the Pro- 
phet will have its reward ; let her do as she pleases 
“now, but let us exert ourselves.” Then he des- 
patched his sepoys and spies to hunt for her, and find’ 
out where she had gone. Hundreds were spread 
through the city for this purpose. While this was 
going on, a foot-guard stationed at the Begam’s gate^ 
announced that Nur Jah^n had entered the palace about 
half an hour before, and that Bani Khdnam was now 
about to drive her off with her in her carriage to her 
house. Jawdhir ‘Ali Khdn was ^till more highly enraged 
on hearing this, and told his sepoys to prevent thehr 
departure ; and, if Bani Khdnam passed by tbe walls 
of bis house, to put their hands fearlessly into her 
carriage, drag Nur Jahdn out, and bring her in to him 
amid all the rain, lightning, and thunder. Hundreds of 
irregulars were stationed in every street. Bani Khdnam, 
when she heard this, was in a fix, for she could not go, 
and it was not well to remain; so she spoke to the 
Begam, who sent a eunuch to Jawdhir ‘Ali Khdn, 
saying, What has come over you that you stop the 
“way? Drop your foolish determination.” Jawdhir 
<Ali Khdn was so carried away by the heat of passion 
and by overwhelming rage that, he was reckless of his 
life itself, and, quite forgetting the relation of master 
and servant, he returned no answer to this message ; 
but (after the -meswger left^ he again charged his 
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sepoys not to leave their posts even should he orde» 
them, and to stop the carriage, and to say" that they 
did not care for Jawdhir ‘Ali Kh^n or for their employ- 
ment j that they were Musalradns and their creed was 
the Muslim; that they would soon join in a general 
rising, snatch the lawful wife of a Saiyad from her 
paramour and give her to her husband; “the obser- 
vance of our faith demands that, though we be slain, 
Saiyada should live with her Saiyad.” As the other 
'Gunuchs had not a sufficient armed force to face Jawdhir 
^Ali Khdn’s men and remove them, the Begara conti- 
nued constantly sending her eunuchs to Jawdhir ‘Ali 
;,Khdn, while he returned no answer and only fumed 
with rage. After a protracted interchange of messages 
it Was agreed that, if Muhammad Saldh would come 
himself, and say that he had got his wife and would now 
heep her wherever he pleased, Jawdhir ‘Ali Khdu would 
'craise no objection and would let her go. When Mm 
hammad SaMh heard this, the people warned him not 
‘to go or he would be killed. He fled for his life to a 
dark and narrow house where h© hid himself. The 
more they searched the more hopeless was their hunt 
for him. After a long search they discovered him in 
the gong-striker’s house, and dragged him to the gate. 
He said, “ For God’s sake, don’t take me before Jawdhir 
^Ali Khdn.” He sat in a litter borne hy bearers with 
a curtain thrown over his face, Jawahir ‘Ali Khdn, who 
was as usual passing the night within the Begam’s" 
harem, came out and went to the gate. Muhammad 
Saldh said aloud, ‘‘ God save your honour, I have got 
my wife by your help, and now I wish her to remain 
with Bani Khd,nam, my old benefactress.” As he 
ttttcr^d these words, an appalling peal of thunder was 
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heard, and a bolt of lightning fell to earth, which 
\tunned the bearers. Jawdhir ‘Ali sent and ordered 
his men to withdraw and clear the road. Bani Khinam 
returned to her house with Nur Jahdn and rejoiced in 
her success. 

A cavalry officer died and a Mew4ti named Mamrez 

Anotier riotous “ companion of ‘Ali Beg- 

occurrence within the Khdn, was appointed by Jawdhir 

‘Ali Khdn in his place, and he was 
stationed at Salon with twenty- five horse and seven 
hundred foot. After Shuj4‘u’ddaulah's death he went 
to Lucknow, but seeing the changes for the worse 
caused by Aisafu’ddaulah’s apathy, he returned to Faiz- 
abd,d and, entering the Bahu Begam’s service, w^l^ 
placed over a hundred and fifty men on guard at the 
palace gate and round the building. The rest of his 
old troop were detached for duty under revenue 
collectors in the Begam’s mahdls. Jawdhir ‘Ali Khdn 
Out of kindness gave him a female elephant to ride> 
and every month used to give him a shawl and other 
presents to mark his dignity until his importaace be- 
came doubled. Two others of his clan were employed 
as non-commissioned officers: Grh^si Khdn, who was in. 
the Nawab Begam’s service in command of one hundred 
men, aftd Bhfire Khdu, who had a like number under 
Bahdr ‘Ali Kbdn’s orders in the Bahu Begara’s service. 
These two men were exceedingly jealous of Manarez 
Khdn and desired to overthrow him somehow or other. 
It happened that a sepoy named Shah 4b Khan obtained 
two months^ leave of absence from Mamrez Kh4n and 
went to his home. He returned after a year and de- 
manded pay. Mamrez Khdn gave Kim two months’ pay 
and dismissed him. When Mamrez*^ Kh4n went with 
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Akhwand Ahmad ‘AH to Salon, Shalidb Khdn obtained 

* * C' 

through Ydr ‘Ali, a protegd of Jawdhir ‘AU Khdn’s, 
re-employment at the head of fifty Mewdtis. He had 
been cherishing resentment against Mamrez Khan •^and 
he now joined cause with Ghdsi Khdn and Bhdre Khda, 
and eagerly bent himself to compass Mamrez Khdu’s ruin. 
His caste-brothers were posted at Simrautd, a mahdl 
in the Bahu Begam's jdgir. He entertained some four 
of them, and they and he remained constantly ready in 
attendance on Jawdhir ‘AH Kfadn when he appeared in 
public. In this way he gained his heart. He tried, 
when Mamrez Khdn returned from Salon, to entangle 
him by various pretences right or wrong, but Mamrez 
B?hdn, seeing through him, avoided him. One day they 
met in Jawahir ‘AH Khdn's presence and Shahdb'Khdn 
made use of language disrespectful to Mamrez Khdn. 

I remarked to Mamrez Khdn, “What are you good for 
“ that, considering your position, you talk to a ranker 
“■^housed to carry your shoes only yesterday?’' As 
luck would have it, that very night, when Jawd,hir ‘AH 
Khdn was in his palankeen going to the ladies’ quarters, 
and a hundred and fifty sepoys and servants were with 
him, while Ld.iq ‘AH was supporting a hiudfoot of 
the palankeen and Mamrez Khdn a forefoot, and Sha- 
hdb was going along in front of them both, La,iq ‘AH’s 
foot tripped on a stone and he was near falling. While 
trying to recover himself be placed his hand on Mamrez 
Khan’s back. The latter, who was running, could not 
resist the pressure of the hand and check himself, and 
he was compelled to put his hand on Shahdb Khfin’s 
waist. Shahdb Khdn looked behind, went on a f^w 
paces, and then lifted his sword and said, “I can wield 
‘^my sword to cleave a man in fwo from head to waist 
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like a cucumber.’’ Jawdbir ‘Ali Khdu sternly rebuked 
bim, made him drop out of tbe escort, went on to tbe 
gate and entered tbe palace. 

5'ive or six of Mamrez Khdn’s familiar friends, tried 
and trusty, wbo were always with bim, said to bina, 
“ This sweeper of a Mewdti, wbo was in your service 
“ and use to lift your shoes, now that be has got tbe 
“ command of fifty men is so bold as to draw bis sword 
“ in your face. As be has been so very daring in Ja* 
“wdbir ‘Ali Kbdn’s presence, it is best that you should 
kill bim at once.” It was agreed on among them at tbe 
Begam’s gate that they should waylay bim on bis return, 
but Sewa Khdn, Mamrez Kbdn’s sister’s son, wbo was 
very young and had an affection for Shabdb Kbdn, wbts- 
pered to bim to go home at once alone, and Sbabdb 
Kbdn, mingling with tbe escort, wbo were about a 
hundred in number, reached bis house by another road. 

Mamrez Khdn never did anything without consfilt- 
ing me, but that night be did not ask my advice for 
fear I should not approve of bis resolution, and, if I 
opposed bim, be knew be would have to offend me, 
for tbe deed would have to be done, It was usual with 
bim to come to my quarters every night before be left 
for bis home, and tell me all about what happened during 
tbe escort and before and after. That night he went 
contrary to bis custom straight to bis own quarters, 
taking with bim bis friends, fully determined to kill 
Sbabdb Khdn, and be selected for this purpose trusted 
men, who bad been tried before in affairs requiring 
boldness and daring. 

As for Sbabdb Kb dn, he said to four of bis meu 
iu Yiisuf ‘Ali .Kbdn’s courtyard, If our master had not 
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“ been there to-nigbt, I should haye killed Mamre^ 
“ Khdn, but he had a little while left to live. • I fancy 
‘‘he has been so frightened by my sword that he won’t 
“ dare to face me.” He went at once to Gh4si KMn, 
^ servant of the Nawdb Begam’s, and Bhiire Kh4n, one 
of Bahdr ‘Ali Khdn’s servants, and told them what had 
occurred. They fell in with his proposals and urged 
him on, saying, “We two have three hundred men 
“between us, and we join you; tackle him boldly and 
“ throw him. It is an old saying, ‘ Peace after war.’ 
“ There will be a deal to say on both sides and we will 
“have our say.” .As death was about to lay his hand 
upon Shahdb Khdn’s head, he had become thoughtless 
an^ incautions. He was compassing Mamrez Khdn’s 
destruction without any justification. He said, “I’ll 
“ make haste and dispose of him to-morrow, let come 
“ what will.” Both parties thus spent the whole night 
awake, maturing their plans. 

O 

When the sun rose, Jawdhir ‘Ali Khdn issued from 
the palace, and, after his morning devotions, went to 
‘Ali Beg Khdn’s hammam, which was behind his man- 
sion, and began to bathe. Mamrez Khd-n used to come 
"every morning with his son, a small child, from Mu- 
hammad Ilich Khdn’s house, where he lived, to pay court 
to Jawdhir ‘Ali Khdn and wait for the purpose. This 
morning, when he was on his way, he saw the Kh^ia’s 
palankeen at the door of the hammdm and a large reti- 
nue standing by. He stopped too with the seven or 
eight men who were acompanying him, when suddenly 
Shahdb Khdn, who was exercising himself on the roof 
of Yfisuf ‘ Ali Khan’s house, saw him, stopped, put on 
lii|3 ciothes, armed himself, and came down with four 
meu. Then, brandishing his sword in his right hand 
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and holding out his shield on his left, he fixed his bloody 
eyes steadily on Mamrez Khan’s face. Mamrez Khdu’s 
companions stepped forward and were going to remove 
SKahdb Khdn, but Mamrez Khdn signed to them to 
refrain, and addressed his enemy : “ Shahdb Khdn, last 
“ night I could not help laying my hand on your back 
“ to prevent my falling, but this was not any fault to 
“justify your laying your hand on your sword in our 
“ master’s presence and using unbecoming language.’^ 
“ L|ist night,” said the other, “ you got off ; if youf do 
‘‘ the like again, I’ll send you to hell wnth one cut of 
“my sword.” Just then there was a move, as Jawdhir 
‘Ali was coming, and they stopped and prepared to salute 
him. He came out, entered his palankeen, and IkilRini- 
rez Khdn, laying his hand on a corner of the conveyance, 
Went on with him, mute and silent as if nothing had 
happened. Shah4b Khdn followed with Mamrez Khdn’s 
attendants, maintaining a loud and angry altercation 
with them. Jawdhir ‘AH was extremely displeased with 
his boldness and determined to sternly reprimand hiitl 
when he reached his house. Meanwhile ten or twenty 
of Mamrez Khdn’s followers, who were stationed on 
guard at the Begam’s private rooms, came up one by 
one to Jaw^hir ‘Ali Khdn’s gate and stood there scat- 
tered about. Nobody knew what their intention was 
in coming there until the palankeen and escort had 
arrived within the gate. The bearers set the palankeen 
down on the ground and the cry of “ bismillah ! ” rose 
from tbe escort. Akbwand Ahmad ‘Ali was sitting!: 
alone reading the Qurdn at a door in the side of the 
hdralidari. I was sitting in the middle of the bcirahdari 
'near the Khan’s state cushion chatting with Mirza She- 
ikha, I noticed that Jawdhir ‘Ali Kh^n had come intc^ 
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the courtyard, that Mamrez Khdu was with him, and 
that there was a great noise and tumult at the gate. 
Jaw^hir ^Ali paused awhile at the spot which he had 
reached. There had been ill-feeling for some tiflie 
between Jawdhir ‘Ali Khdn's and Bahd,r ‘Ali Khdn’s 
sepoys, and both sides were ready for a fight: they had 
provided themselves with powder and ball and were 
biding their time from day to day. I thought Bahdr 
‘Ali Khdn’s sepoys must surely have come and begun 
the- fight. We three got up in excitement and asked 
the servants for swords and shields. Jawdhir ‘Ali 
!ph4n retreated and stood at his door. In this short 
space ‘Ali Sher, a sepoy seventy years of age, went up 
behind Shahdb Khdn, threw his arms round his waist, 
and held him so fast that he could not move. Another 
sepoy came and dealt Shah^b Khdn two blows, one on 
the shoulder and the other on his waist, and felled him 
to the ground. As Sher ^Ali’s hands were clasped 
round Shahdb Kh4n’s waist, three of his fingers went 
with the corpse to earth. One of Shah^b Khdn’s four 
sepoys who drew bis sword was also killed. A second 
soon shared his fate. A third was wounded but 
^scaped with his life, falling on the dead. The fourth 
Eed, All the murderers ran off like lightning, joined 
their comrades at the Begam’s gate, and began to smoke. 
In the general confusion no one knew who they were ; 
but the eunuch novices, macebearers, house-servants, 
and regulars of the escort, who were still at the main- 
door, raised a cry that Mamrez Khdn had been killed, 

I said, “ Mamrez Kbdn was with Jawdhir ‘Ali Khdn. 

“ How he can have been killed, I don’t see.” Some 
ten or. twenty regulars took up their swords and shields, 
and wished to take revenge because the Mew^tislia# 
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been guilty of extreme disrespect ; in tlie first place, by 
fighting* while on escort duty, anS in the next place, 
by displaying their foolhardiness at their master’s gate. 
JaVdhir ‘Ali Kh^n ordered them to remain where they 
were. After a few minutes, when Jawihir ‘Ali Khfe 
had returned from the main door and was standing at 
the middle door of the bdrahdari, and Mamrez Khdn 
was standing below him in a dry tank, the whole con* 
course that was outside, about four hundred people, 
rushed in without permission, and other servants who 
had heard of the disturbance and received various 
reports about it, also came in fully armed. The whole 
courtyard of the mansion, spacious as it was, was filled 
with men. Every one was crying out, “ Ha 1 kill Mamv 
rez Khdn,” and shouting recklessly whatever came to 
his lips. 

I had a great friendship for Mamrez Khdn. As I was 
now superintendent of the Begam’s private trea^iry 
and her correspondent, two companies of regulars;^ 
whose oificer, the eunuch ‘Aqalmand, had deserted 
and gone to the west, were now under me: and, as I was 
the medium of disbursements, all the Begam’s employes 
were much under my influence. Not a word escaped' 
my lips good or bad about Mamrez Khdn. At one time 
my heart prompted me to say something concurring with 
the crowd, and again, When I thought of our friendship, 
my tongue failed me. If I had spoken a word, it is 
likely that each member of the crowd would have 
thrown a handful of earth upon him. I was heartily 
sorry that he had been guilty of a crime which admit- 
ted of no effort or entreaty of mine on. his behalf. 
What was to be done to save him? Jawahir ‘Ali Khdn 
was for a long time silent. At last he ordered me to 
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bury tlie dead in the clothes they were wearing, and 
to carry the wounded man into his house, foment%iin and 
dress his wounds. He went himself to see the Begam. 
She inquired what caused the disturbance. Be told her 
that the two men had formerly quarrelled in their native 
place about the marriage of the daughter of one with the 
son of the other, and this quarrel had broken out afresh 
here. 

Next day Jawdhir ‘Ali Khdn told me to demand 
thh mtu’derers from Mamrez Khdn's party and place 
them in confinement. Four men were brought and I 
made them over to my regulars. One of them was that 
Dh^iydn Khdn Mewdti, who had risen in Asafu’ddaii- 
Jiah’s time to the command of 10,000 men at Lucknow, 
and was so proud that he carried his head higher than 
everyone else. When I was conveying the four of 
them to the jail, he was more terror-stricken and frighten- 
ed 4;han the others and fell at my feet. Although I 
tried to reassure him, he could not pluck up courage. 
After a week Bliikhari Klidn, son of Shahdb Khdn’s uncle, 
who had command of fifty men at Simrautd, came with 
his men and demanded, his cousin’s blood. He was 
'' emboldened by the support of Gh4si Khdn and Bhfire 
Khdn. Javvdhir ‘Ali Khdn told him that the font 
murderers were forthcoraiug and under arrest; to seek 
revenge if he thought right; but, if he were generous 
and humane, to forgave if he could, for killing others 
would not restore his brother’s life: and he also ofifered 
him by way of blood-ransom a thousand rupees and a 
complimentary robe and a command of five hundred 
mounted men in his own service, which would raise him 
to a good position. The fool did not see that a great 
and noble man was seeking to console and provide for 
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him. He persisted in his clamour for blood, saying, 
I don’l want money or a robe. Give me Mamrez 
“ Khan and his young son of ten years, and let me 
t^e their lives for my brother!s life. The rule of our 
“ faith, that the principle of killing in retaliation doei 
‘‘ not apply to him who merely orders another’s death, 
“is right enough: but Yazid it was who caused Imdin 
“ Husen’s death. He hadn’t the courage to kill him 
“ himself, why is it then that people curse him?’' The 
Khdti replied : “No one killed Yazid. If that’s all you 
“ have to say, curse Mamrez Khan.” Once more he 
urged, “ Let your honour, who does what is Just and 
“ right, allow us to meet ; let us go outside th^lity 
“and fight, leaving the issue to God.” Jawfihir ‘A!i» 
Khan said, “ I dismiss you both from my service. Do 
“ as your heart prompts you. I now order my outrun- 
“ nersaml macebearers to turn you both off my premises 
“ and out of the city, but I impose this conditions I 
“allow all the Mew4tis who like to come together and 
“ take either side, but if any others, such as regulars 
“and irregulars, join either of you, T shall send two 
“ pieces of artillery and all my armed force to support 
“ the other.” 

The reason of his imposing this condition was as 
follows. There was another Ghdsi Khdn, a Mew4ti, 
besides that Ghdsi Khfin already mentioned, who was in 
the Nawfib Begam’s service. He was a Mewfiti by 
birth and was the adopted son of D^r4b Khdn, Mewdti, 
a corporal, who had been appointed in Shuj^'u’ddaulah^s 
time by Asafu’ddaulah to the command of a company of 
irregulars under the orders of the government represen- 
tative at Nanrdhi. He also had, in his hate for Mamrez 
Kh^n, sent Bhikhdri Khan word that he was coming 
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up to his support with a body of irregulars. The inexpe- ^ 
I'ienced noodle had conceived this plan: that*he would 
stand on the roof of Yiisuf ‘Ali Khdu's house with fifty 
men with loaded muskets ; that, of course, Mamrez Jpi^n 
Vould pass out under the heraldic gate of the fort 
when about to leave the city, and would he ofi his guard, 
expecting the fight to take place outside the city 5 that 
he would fire a volley at him from the housetop, and 
there would be great bloodshed in the very thorough- 
fare. He thought that the people of the city ^oiild 
have come out armed to see what was going on that 
day, and that they would hold him to he in the right 
anP' Mamrez Khdn to be in the wrong, and take his 
«, part : and also that, as soon as they heard the report of 
muskets, Bhfire Khdn, Bahar ‘AH Khdn’s servant,- 
would come from the north, and Ghasi Khdn, Muhar- 
ram ‘Ali Khan’s servant, from the south, and the popu-"^ 
lafte from other sides, close in round Mamrez Khdn 
and his companions and hunt them to death, like, 
hounds that hem in a fox. 

Mamrez Khdn was wise and lucky too. He knew 
the game that was being played. He took one hundred 
and fifty men, a few of them cavalry, but most of theUi 
infantry and herald- minstrels, who had entered service 
at the same time with him- placed them in front, 
marched past Bahdr ‘Ali Khdu’s door and the Begam’s 
kitchen, left the fort by the east gate known as the 
Khirki, then going through the cross-roads near Mir 
Ahmad’s and on towards Himmat Bahadur's canton- 
ment, and passing through the Bhikhd,pur turnpike at the 
south-east corner of the outer city wall, stood ready for 
fight in the mango groves outside, and addressed hds 
companions: “You know that I am a man of siibstaUce. 
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• ‘‘ Thoiigli Jawdlair ‘AH Kbdn Has discharged you, I 
“ shall give you your pay from my own purse. To-day 
“is a day that calls for bravery and daring. Quit your- 
“ selves like men.’' 

Bhikhdri Khdn’s confidence had been misplaced and 
his supporters were wavering. They said: “ We have 
“ been dismissed, and, as you are going to fight and be 
“ killed, from whom shall we get our pay and on what 
“mahdl can you give us an assignment? Perhaps you 
“can pay us.” He could only answer them: “You 
“ know that I am a paid servant like yourselves and I 
“have no private means, but if you will gird your- 
“ selves to the occasion and stand by me in this difficul- 
“ ty, your name will go down to posterity.” They 
replied: “ We are not tired of life and we are not so 
“ hard up as to want to die.” Then he sent a message 
to Bhdre Klidn: “Now is the time to join me; what 
“ are you waiting for? ” The answer made was : “ I sKU 
Bahdr ‘Ali Khdn’s servant and I am not allowed.” He 
became dazed and was stupefied and silent. 

Mamrez Khdn sent word to Jawdhir ‘Ali Khdn that 
he had come out and bad been waiting from dawn till 
a watch of day had passed, but his enemy was still at 
home. The macebearers went to Bhikbdri Khdn with 
orders, telling him he had no right to remain on their 
master’s premises and he must quit at once. There was 
no help for it : so he went out weeping and disheart- 
ened and appealed to Ghdsi Khdn, who joined him 
with ten or twenty men. About seventy people from 
the city joined them. They set out slowly and reluc- 
tantly. There was great commotion in the city. Shop- 
keepers and dealers closed their shops, joined the rest ■ 
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• of the citizens who were flocking to look on, and crowded'’ 
on the top of the bteaEtworks of the city walls to 
watch what happened. When Bhikhdri Khdn passed 
outside the walls, he looked round, and not a single 
. supporter did he see except Gbdsi Khdn with his twenty 
men. The Nawdb Begaua heard of this * and she told 
Muharrain ‘Ali Klxdn that she had now dismissed 
Ghdsi Khdn because, being her servant, he had gone 
put without permission. The minute Ghdsi Khdn heard 
this, he turned back. Although Bhikhdri Khdn placed 
his turban at his feet and besought him not to leave 
him, he gave no answer, but took the road to the city. 
Bhikhdri Khdn stood alone in the field till evening. 
After sunset he came and fell at Jawdhir ‘AH Khdn’s 
doors-tep, and said; “ I have given up revenge and have 
“ pardoned : give me the thousand rupees, the robe, 

“ and the command of five hundred. I Was Jed away 
‘%y the promptings of some short-sighted fools and 
“ played a losing game,” I was told to tell him, “Your 
“ chance is gone. Now, seek your remedy from those 
“who misled you. Leave my door, and never dare to 
“ come here again ” Crushed and dis'appointed, he turned 
away in tears and threw himself into a cornei* of Yiinus 
‘AH Kh^n'^s Sardi. 

Mamrez Khdn remained outside on the plain for 
three days. The Bahu Begam then said to Jawdhir 
‘AH Khdn that she had paid away three laks of rupees 
to Mamrez Khdn in wages dm’ing his service, and she 
had never found him at fault, and she bid him recall 
liim and retain him in service as before at the palace. 
When this order was announced, the very people who 
had on the first day shouted “J>own with him! kill 
him I ” and the other people of the city, all went out 
fl 
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to teceive him and escorted him in great triumph/ 
This row had lasted for seventeen days. It occurred 
in 1194 A.H. [1780 A.D.] in Rab{‘u’ssdni. I^or a yeai? 
and nine months more the city and people enjoyed rest/ 
security^ and prosperity, until unexpectedly and Slid-* ! 
denly a great change happened on the 26th Muharrani 
1196 A.H. [11th January, 1782 A.D.]. 

When Shujd'u’ddaulab^ having settled the affairs 01* 

Great dhangea in ‘I*® Euhela Afghdns according to 
Paizdbdd. Dispersion his wishes^ returned, to Oudh, he 

after Shnjd'u’ddaulah’s «ame to Lucknow on the 2nd Ram. 
death. z^n, and left it on the Sth of Shaw-* 

w^l for FaizdMdj which he reached on the 12th idemir 
He died on the 23rd Ziqa‘d following.. Mukhtd,ru’dd^u-- 
lah then upset in one year the system of government 
which Shuj4‘u’ddanlah had spedt ten years in forming, 
He then died. All Asafu’ddaulah’s lifetime this disin- 
tegration continued owing to bis negligence and apathy. 
This has been already noted. After Mukhtdru’ddaulah’s 
death Muhammad Ilij Khan came from Shdhjah4n4b4d, 
and Was created minister. He endeavoured to restore 
system, but after six months and some days he died of 
kidney disease, j^tsafu’ddaulah could not get on with- , 
out a minister and now looked around for another. At 
Kaw^b Sdl4r Jang’s suggestion, he pitched upon Alm4s 
‘All Eh4n. This Ehdn was a man of small ambition 
find Used to look at all sides of an affair. He privately 
pointed out to the Naw4b that he was already farmer 
of mahdis yielding ten millions of rupees i whatever 
Sum he engaged for, he paid into the treasury and he 
had no care or worry: were he to become minister, what 
with the dealings with the Company, the paying of the 
two brigades, and the improper requests of the Naw^b 
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Wazir, and tips to orderlies, and so on, lie would W 
unequal to the burdens of the office: but, he said, 
there was Haidar Beg Khdn, who was most astute in 
counsel and unequalled in diplomacy, and he was out 
c€ employ: that it was better the Naw^b Wazir should 
appoint him with Mr. John Bristow’s concurrence. 
As fortune favoured Haidar Beg Khdn, he was raised 
to this dignity after an interchange of views which 
lasted a few days. For three years, during which the 
nebles and courtiers paid him no regard and were un- 
submissive, he conducted himself with patience and for- 
bearance, and all the time strove to please Asafu’ddau- 
lah and the Company, until he gained a secure place 
in'^their confidence and he felt his position firm, and 
then he became overweening. He first became en- 
tangled with AlmdiS ‘All Kh4n, who ha*d a vast estate 
and a large force and maintained an independent atti- 
tude. The latter had been accustomed to take advan- 
tage of the Nawdb Wazir^s ignorance of affairs, and to 
conspire with the accountants and. comptrollers,, and 
obtain a remission of as much as seven or eight laks 
-of the amount for which he had engaged from year to 
„ year, on lax and unjustifiable pleas, such as that an 
army of Sikhs had overrun the districts which he held, 
or that in a certain tract the crops had been datifiaged 
by hail or by frost. The same practice continued for 
three years during Haidar Beg Khfin’s time. In 1194 
A.H. [1780 A.D.], Haidar Beg Kh^u silenced him 
with clear proofs and decisive arguments, and demanded 
seven laks of rupees. Reply was vain and he had to 
pay. He writhed under this, and in his mortification and 
chagrin he threw his turban at Nawdb Sdlar Jang’s feet 
and determined to effect Haidar Beg Khdn’s dismissal. 



APPOINTED MINISTER. 


85 


Ho sooa after contrived an opportunity by an invita' 
tion to an entertainment at Nawdb Sdldr Jang’s house, 
of addressing the ISTawd-b Wazfr, and He then said : 

t am an hereditary servant of your family. All that 
“ I have amassed and produced I keep as a trust and 
“ deposit in my care for Your Highness. This Haidar 
“ Beg Kh£n is a Kdbuli, and he cherishes a deadly 
grudge against your family because his elder brother 
was killed by Shujd^u'ddaulah. Bye and bye he will 
develope difficulties which it will be impossible •to 
remove. It is advisable that you should nominate 
“ to his office Nawdb S^ldr Jang, your maternal uncle, 
who is truer to you than father or mother. I bold 
already half the sdbah and by Your Highness’ favour 
I shall manage the other half for him.” The simple 
Nawab unhesitatingly assented. Almds ‘Ali Khdn went 
on : “ Perhaps Your Highness has forgotten that after 
Mukhtdru’ddaulah’s death it was agreed between 
Your Highness and the G-overnor that, if you wished 
^Ho change your minister, it should not be done without 
giving notice and consultation. It is incumbent first 
/‘to send word to Calcutta and take the opinion of the 
Governor. Besides it would strengthen your case, it 
“ the Bahu Begam were to write a hint to the Gover- 
nor.” The Nawdb Wazfr approved the scheme. 

Almd-s ‘All Khdn returned to Ttdwah: and after a 
month the Nawdb Wazir and Naw^b Sdldr Jang came 
to Faizdbdd together, unfolded the proposal to the Bahu 
Begam, and nominated Bah4r ‘Ali Khdn for this mission. 
They then returned to Lucknow using every effort to 
conceal this plan. It was the middle of the rainy 
season. When the rains ended and the water subsided, 
Bahdr ‘Ali out that be was going to T^ndah, 
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two Stages west of Faizdbdd, in the Bahu Begam’s jdgir, 
with which he was connected, and began preparations 
for his journey to Calcutta. Nishd,t ‘AH Khdn, a 
eunuch who was envious of the power of Jawdhir ‘Ali 
and Babdr ‘Ali Khdn, and was always prying 
into their secrets, and used to send minute information 
to Sarfard^u’ddaulah, now wrote a brief note to him, 
that tbe Nawdb Wazir and Nawdb Sdldr Jang were 
eoncocting something, but he did not know wbat it 
Was. Following on this, it leaked out, from Bahdr ‘All 
!)K^hdn, perhaps, or some of his companions, that bis 
destination was Calcutta. This conflicted with the 
former rumour. 


One night Jawdhir ‘Ali Khdn sent for me, handed me 
Bah4r. ‘Ali Khdu’s articles of agreement between 
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Mukhtdru’ddaulah and Mr. John 
Bristow, and to|d me to sit down 
in ar corner and have them copied out by Munshi Lach- 
pii Narayan. I did not know the reason of this, bnt 
when I went once to Jawdhir ‘Ali Khdn alone, Mirz^ 
A-hmad ‘AH Kaptdn, one of JawdMr ‘AH Khdn’s ser- 
vants, came and sat down, and saifl aloud that Bah^r 
^Ali Khdn was going to Calcutta. The Khdn remained 
silent, not even saying Yes o? Nq. I concluded that 
this was the reason of copying the documents. A week 
later Bahdr ‘AH Khdn set put, halted for some days 
at Tdndah, and after a long journey arrived at Calcutta. 
He took a few curios as presents with him, which were 
not adequate to the Governor’s rank. The first day 
the Governor sent him a thousand rupees for his enter- 
tainment and hired a house at some hundred rupees j 
whe^^© he lodged him. Two; or three days after, he was 
admitt©4 to an interview. When he came in to Governor 
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^ Hastings’ presence, lie saw a curtain rolled up on tlie 
door of the room. The Governor told them to open 
it. They unrolled it. Shuj4‘u’ddaulah’s picture was 
emlnroidered on it. Bahd-r ‘AH Khdu rose, bowed to it, 
and gave way to tears. The Governor said, “ Since^ 
“the day that man died, my peace of mind is gone.” 
The Governor’s wife was playing with some kittens 
near him. She had placed pearls, worth many a thou- 
sand rupees, in a large bowl, and she was throwing 
the kittens in upon them. They could not climb out 
for when they tried to stand up, the pearls slipped 
under their feet. She was a long time at the sport. In 
her ears were eardrops each worth fifty thousand rupees. 
In the face of- what he saw, Bah^r ‘Ali Khdn hesitated 
to produce his own presents, but he presented a costly^ 
saddle which Naw^ab Sdldr Jang had sent and some 
precious stones which the Bahu Begam had given from 
her own treasury, and also some phials of ‘itr. When 
the Governor saw these presents he told him to take 
them away ; adding, “ Four Members of Council are 
“ gone away and the two who are here have a grudge 
“ against me, They are trying day and night to trip 
“ me up and disgrace me. In London, which is our 
“ capital, there will be a report that presents worth ten * 
“ millionsi of rupees have come from Faizdbad; and 
“ what the facts are, you see. The Htr, certainly, I 
“ shall accept, for ‘itr is always coming to me from the 
“Begam through ‘AU Akbar Khdu.” Bahar ‘Ali Kbdn 
said put ; “ ‘Ali Akbar ^hdn is a mischief-maker ami 
“ pretender. He may have said that he is the Begam s 
agent, merely to gain a footing, but he is telling lies. 

“ The Begam never appointed him her agent and never 
“sent any ‘itr.” The GcvepioF ordered that when 
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‘AU Akbar Klidn came again be should not be admitted, 
and that tbe three hundred rupees monthly salary 
assigned him should at once be stopped. 

. ‘All Akbar Khdn was a fine-looking man with a 
M acoouEt of ,Ali melodious voice, a plausible tongue, 
Akbar Khan. amj ^ good presence, corpulent, and 

well-dressed. He had a few followers and servants, and 
he kept a female elephant to carry him about. Prior 
to this, in 1178 A.H. [1764-65 A.D.], when the English 
first occupied Lucknow and ShujA'u’ddaulah went ofi:‘ 
to Euhelkhand, he was for some months Kotwdl of 
Lucknow. He liked the country and the people, and 
he cherished the hope that he might again obtain em- 
jiloyment of some kind from Asafu'ddaulah. Accord- 
ingly he came in the first instance to Lucknow in 1194 
A.H. [1780 A.D.], and commenced to pay court to Hasan 
Kazd Khdn and Haidar Beg Khdn, and he put in a 
written application for the appointment of Nawdb 
Wazfr's agent at Calcutta. Haidar Beg Khdn, who was 
unequalled in his day for acuteness, read in his face 
the traits of malice and deceitfulness, ignored his appli- 
cation, but at last gave him an explicit answer and 
^ forbid him his presence. Being disappointed of this 
hope, he went next to Faizdbdd, and applied for the 
Bahu Begam’s agency at Calcutta. Bahdr Ali Khdn 
angrily told him that God had spared Asafu’ddaulah, 
and the Begam had therefore no need of an agent at 
Calcutta. He turned as a last resource to Jawdhir ‘Ali 
Khan and said nothing more on this score. He posed 
as a disinterested friend, and as such he got five hun- 
dred rupees to help him to meet demands, and a mourn- 
ing shawl on the occasion of his mother's death at 
F^iizdbdd, and also another shawl through Jawdhir ‘AH 
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,Khdn Yvlien lie was leaving Faizdbad. At last he went 
back to his native place, which was in the Siibah of 
Dh^ka. I knew him; an artful, crafty, and shrewd 
man*; though so utterly without education that he did 
not even know his alphabet, he kept ten or twenty'’ 
letters, the contents of which were likely to be useful, 
from public men in Bengal, in a pocket book which he 
always carried with him, and he used to pull out every 
letter and read it off clearly and fluently. A table ser- 
vant, a native of Oudh, had been in his service for a 
long time, and it was he who let out the secret of his 
illiterateness: and so Mirza Shekha, a friend of the 
Nawab Ndzir’s, stationed me on some pretence one day 
with the Ndzir’s permission behind him, and I observe'd 
that the wording of the letter was different and its 
purport quite different to that he was so readily and 
glibly reciting. In the titles and modes of address and 
the general style he was never wrong. He was a 
perfect master of the Persian language. After his 
return to Calcutta he kept up a friendly private corres- 
pondence with Jawdhir ‘Ali Khdn, to make people there 
believe that he was the Begam’s agent, because letters 
were constantly coming from Faizdb4d. As it was 
commonly reported all over Calcutta that he was the 
Begam’s agent, he came boldly to call on Bahdr ^Ali 
Khdn and claimed familiarity. Bah^r ‘AH Khd^n asked 
him how he got his living. “ I receive a monthly salary,” 
answered he, “from the Company as an agent.” “Whose 
a-^ent are you?” “The Begam’s,” said he. “What 
Begam?” “YourBegam,” was the reply, Bahdr ‘AH 
Khdn, who had heard all from the Governor, grew 
angry and said, “ When did the Begam appoint you 
“agent, and what business had she here that I did not 
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know of, and why should she appoint you direct? 
“ This audacious lying and this indifference to disgrace 
and shame are characteristic of you.’' Silent and 
ashamed he rose and left; and nursing resentment 
^against Bahdr ‘Ali Khdn, began to seek a means of 
gratifying it. 

To return from this digression. The second enmity 
which Haidar Beg Khdn excited arose as follows:— A 
Hindi named Rie Kishi Edj, who had been, prior to 
tlie defeat at Baksar, agent at head-quarters for Beni 
Bahidur Brahman, Shuji'u’ddaulah's minister, and had 
acquired the necessary experience in this capacity, 
l^d been despatched on Haidar Beg Khin’s own selec- 
^ tion to, Calcutta as Nawib Wazir’s agent at Calcutta. 
He had been there for some years, but no salary had 
tden sent to him for the last year from Lucknow. 
He was in straits. He called on Bahdr ‘Ali Khin, and, 
after mutual inquiries, he asked for a loan of one 
thousand rupees. Bahar ‘Ali Khdn replied: ‘‘Put 
“ Plaidar Beg Khdn and Hasan Razd Khdn in my power. 

“ You will then certainly get the money.” He too left 
Bahdr ‘Ali Khdn in chagrin. 

A third enmity was as follows. A eunuch named 
Ydqut was Bahdr ‘Ali Khdn’s household steward, and 
was entrusted with thousands of rupees. Bahdr ‘Ali 
Khdn intended, on his return to Faizdbdd, to make up 
accounts with him and take from him whatever balance 
he .held. When Ydqdt discovered this intention, he 
began to hope that something might occur to frustrate 
Bahdr ‘Ali Khdn’s plans, and render him so occupied 
with his own safety that he should not have time to 
iaterfero with him. He therefore turned unfaithful and 
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whatever counsels Bahdr ‘Ali Khdn was maturing, ha 
went and told to KdsM R4j and ‘^Ali Akbar Khdn; and, 
not satisfied with this, he added some items of his owu 
concoction calculated to injure Bah^r ‘All Khdn. 

The Begam’s messages to the Governor were : (1) 
that his seal should be affixed to all documents and 
engagements which had been drawn up in the time of 
Mukhtdru'ddaulah and Mr. John Bristow, in order to give 
them full force : (2) that she might go with all her 
retinue to reside in some place which she liked and the t 
air of which was agreeable to her, either Bandras or 
‘Azimdbdd or on her own j%ir, and that no person 
might interfere with her leaving Faizdb4d : (3) that 
^safu’ddaulah had more than once taken from he/ 
part of her privately accumulated treasure with or with- 
out her consent, and that thereafter he should have 
nothing to do with the mahdls of her jdgir, her money, 

her eunuchs, and the servants of her household ; and 
. . • 
she threw out this hint because she was grieved with 

Asafu'ddaulah^s conduct: (4) the fourth item is already 
known. Bahdr ‘Ali Khdn represented all these points 
to the Governor, and they were also set forth in letters. 
On the first occasion that Bahdr ‘Ali Khdn broached 
these topics, the Governor replied in terms favourable 
to the Begam’s wishes and endeavoured to encourage 
her and excite her hopes. Babd^r ‘Ali Khdn wrote an 
account of all this to the Bahu Begam, and was de- 
lighted, until the Governor’s agents mentioned money 
considerations ; he then put them off with some answer 
or other. He was greatly disgusted and waited to 
receive permission from the Begam on this point. He 
received frona her an answer authorizing him to act as 
circumstances required. But whatever sum was asked 
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6a the one side, the other sought to reduce. Although 
Bahdr 'AH Khdu was magnanimous and liberally in- 
clined, his adviser at this moment was. the perfidious 
Ydctht, who was bent upon defeating this mission, Vhile 
Bahdr 'Ali Khdn was ignorant of his designs, Ydqiit 
was so miserly and grasping that he grudged even cats 
their meat; with a show of loyalty he advised that the 
sum should be cut down as low as possible. According- 
ly in a few months the figure was reduced from forty to 
-fifteen laks, and yet Ydqdt was not satisfied, and the 
laegotiations were unduly protracted. During this long 
interval, letters from Kdshi Edj and 'Ali Akbar Khdn 
givingfull accounts of what they had heard from Ydqdt, 
Vith some additions of their own, reached Haidar Beg 
Khdn, who was enjoying himself in security at Luck- 
now. When he perused these letters his countenance 
fell and he was confounded. He went to Hasan Razd 
Khdn and told him the disquieting news he had received. 
S’or a long time the minister and his deputy hung their 
heads thinking over the matter and could not make 
anything of it. After a while, when they raised their 
heads, Haidar Beg Khdn said; “ The Bahu Begam 
has had no connection with Lucknow and the admin- 
“ istration and the army since Shujd'u’ddaulah died, and 
“ she takes no interest in them. You and I have not 
‘'offended her in anything by acting contrary to her 
" wishes. We have committed no fault which could 
“ have made her dissatisfied with us, and cause her 
" to seek to pay old servants like us off in this way. 
“We must first of all find out who has been sowing 
“these tares and from what quarters this wind has 
“ sprung up. We can then, take proper precautions 
“and close up the mouth of the breach." Hasan Baza 
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Khdii, tliougli not quickwitted or ready, spoke to tbe 
point on tliis occasion, quoting Sa‘d( wko says in tke 
Gnlistin : “ The man whom the snake bit died while 
“ they were fetching an antidote from Trdq,” and add- 
ing, “ While you are spending your time trying to find 
“ out who has laid this mine, your enemy who has 
“ been there a long time will eifect his ends. What 
“ you ought to do is, first cut off this communication 
'' which exists with the Governor and let it be broken 
“ off for some time. After that you can make your, 
inquiries.” Haidar Beg Khfin took this advice and 
there and then wrote a letter in Naw4b ShujAVddau- 
lah’s and his own name to this effect : I beg you will 
“ not entertain the proposals put forward through Bahdn 
‘Ali Kln£n, and in return for this favour, I shall send 
“ten millions of rupees as -a mark of gratitude and 
“ tribute for your Excellency's acceptance. In the mean- 
“ time twelve laks of rupees are herein remitted. Cal- 
“ cutta bankers will hand you the money.” Bah^r 
^Ali Khdn, as we know, had wanted to knock five off 
fifteen laks in his negotiations. As soon as the Gov- 
ernor saw Haidar Beg Khdn’s letter enclosing the draft 
for the money, the tone of his negotiations with Bahdr 
‘Ali Khdn became more undecided, and he evinced a 
desire to draw off. Bahdr ‘Ali Khdn perceiving him- 
self to be no;w treated with diminished regard, applied 
through the Governor's confidential agents for permis- 
sion to leave Calcutta. The answer was readily given 
that he might by all means go, and he prepared tQ 
return to Faizdbdd, The day and date of his departure 
were fixed. When he was taking his leave, the Gov- 
ernor presented him w^ith a complimentary robe. As 
his experience had been gained in Shnja'u’ddaulah’s 
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darbdrs, where he had been accustomed to lord it Ovef 
the chief citizens of Faizabdd and people of. the camp* 
and had no knowledge of the ceremonies and obser- 
vances of the courts of other kings and foreign pawers, 
- his head was filled with old notions he had then imbibed, 
and so he handed back the robe which the Governor 
gave him, and said, “ Had I been successful in the 
“ mission on which I came, this robe would suit me, 
*‘but now, how can I wear it?'’ The Governor was 
-incensed at liis conduct, and publicly gave utterance 
‘to these passionate words: “ These provinces were bes^ 

“ towed upon Shujd^u’ddaulah by the Company after 
“ his defeat, and as long ns he lived he was careful to 
"'“observe respect towards us. How has this eunuch, 
“who is only a slave of his, the audacity to treat a 
“gift of ours as if it were nothing and refuse it I" 
When Bahdr ^Ali Khdn heard these words he hurried 
at once to Faiz^bdd and covered the long distance in 
a few days. He presented himself before the Begam 
without having accomplished the object of his mission, 
and told in shame what had happened at Calcutta. By 
the failure of one abject in which the Begam had no 
interest, two or three other objects in trhich she had 
an interest also failed. 

When Jawdhir ‘Ali returned from the Begam’s* 
palace after this to his private house, he grew down- 
cast and apprehensive and remarked in private to Mirza 
Shekhd, who was a close companion of his, “ Bye and 
“ bye this tree that Bahd;r ‘Ali Kh^n has planted will 
“ bear bitter fruit. God help us! " I was young then 
and was present i and I asked Mirza Shekhd, “ What 
is my master afraid of that he talks like this? ” Ho 
replied, May God protect us, for the result of this 
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“ does not promise to be good.” As I knew nothing of 
the matter, I troubled myself no more about it and 
thought nothing of what he said. 

When Bahdr ‘Ali.Khdn returned 


Haidar Beg's plan in concert with Hasan 
Bazd ^Chdn when he found out that Almas 
‘Ali ?hdn and Nawdb StDdr Jang and others 
had plotted this mission: Bahdr ‘Ali Khdn’s 
indififerenoe to the result of his conduct-: im- 
prisomneut of Jawdhir ‘ Ali Khdu and Bahdr ‘Ali 
;iKhdn for a whole year by Asafu’ddaulah : dis- 
persion of some 10,000 or 12,000 of the popu- 
lation and other disasters. * 


unsuccessful, Hai- 
dar Beg felt easy, 
and proceeded to 
institute inquiries 
as to who was thf 
originator of this 
plot against him. 


He secretly employed clever spies. As a man's secrets, 
when they are told to another, cannot remain hidden and 
are certain to become public, it has often happened th|t 
the secrets which kings and princes are trying to con- ^ 
ceal are the very next day in every body’s mouth. 


The secret of thy heart to mortal ear 
to tell forbear : 


Thy friend may have a friend to him. as dear i • 
of him beware.* 

After a long inquiry he found out that his 'sqllce^^^ng 
of Almds ‘Ali l^hdn and wringing the seven or eight 
laks from him had led to Almds ^Ali Khdn, while 
pretending to hold aloof and going off to his own dis- 
tricts, becoming an arch conspirator against him with 
NaWdb Sdldr Jang and Nawab Asafu’ddaulah, and to 
the Bahu Begam joining them at their request, and to 
their sending Bahdr ‘Ali Khdn to Calcutta. Having 
ascertained this to his satisfaction, he directed his endea- 
vours to break the power of these distinguished people. 
As Almds ‘Ali Khdu was collector of mahdls yielding 
len millions of rupees and he had daily dealings of 

* Here follows a story to illustrate the evil of telling secrets, but 
; it has nothing to do with this history, so I omit it. 
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various kinds witli Wm he considered his overthrow 
not difficult; he felt he could easily undermine his 
reputation and involve him in trouble over his accounts; 
but he felt it very difficult indeed to presume 'and 
. evince disrespect for the Bahu Begam and her house- 
hold and Naw^b Sdidr Jang. At last, after long reflec- 
tion and much deliberation, the course which seemed 
to him best to pursue was to sow strife and dissension 
between the mother and her son, and let all that was 
done appear to proceed from Xsafn’ddaulah while he 
should himself escape odium; and, further, there should 
also occur a rupture between the Governor and the 
Bahu Begam. As he believed in astrologers to the 
fullest extent, and hence had ten or a score of them 
' in his private service and would not move an inch 
without their permission, and he kept on questioning 
them daily as to hours and conjunctions favourable to 
himself and unfavourable to Bahdr ‘Ali Khdn, Jawdhir 
‘.^i Khdn, JS'awdb Sdldr Jang, the Bahu Begam, and 
Almas ‘Ali Khan, two years elapsed before the con- 
currence of conjunctions favourable to him and unfa^' 
vourable to them. When at last the time came, he 
prepared to carry out his cherished designs, and acted 
as will be seen hereafter. 

The pomp and magnificence of Jawdhir *Ali Khdn 
surpassed that of all the eunuchs of his time. He 
had a spacious house of great length and breadth, fur- 
nished with carpets, curtains, blinds, screens, and all 
other appliances necessary to comfort; and the seats 
were in superb style, cushions of kamkhwdb, flowered 
silks, velvet ; and his dining table was very large, 
and covered with a variety of dishes and choice delica- 
cies to which he used to sit down with his companions 
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•and guests. Sometimes he went out for exercise, plea- 
sure or sport, and he then rode in a howdah on aq 
elephant or on horseback with an elaborately embroi- 
dered saddle, and ornamented saddle cloth, accompa- 
nied by macebearers, archers, spearmen, and all kinds 
of attendants on foot; Bundelas with green cloth.*.cover- 
ed staves and red turbans and belts, and Sdbitkhd.nis in 
mango-green livery; irregulars in black, regulars in 
red, Mewdtis in white, wonderfully effective in their 
variety of colour, and heralds riding on horses before * 
the elephant crying and proclaiming, and two or three 
hundred men mounted on Arab or Turkf horses with 
complete accoutrements, behind the elephant bringing; 
up the rear. Other rich men, most of them not pos- 
sessed of equal means and many of them without taste 
for such display, lacking in ambition, small-minded, 
burned with envy when they witnessed his surround- 
ings, sought to procure his fall, and desired from thek 
hearts to witness his disgrace : while he, who never 
entertained the notion of rivalry with any one, apd 
fancied that because he never injured any one no one 
should entertain a grudge against him, lived in the 
most open and independent fashion. 

On one occasion Nawdb Asafu'ddaulah came from 
Lucknow to visit his mother and grandmother, and, 
according to his custom, halted in the Chauk as he was 
riding on an elephant and began to buy some wares. 
His mother, the Balm Begam, having left Moti B4gh, 
the residence of the Nawdb Begam, her motheF-iti-law, 
which is in the heart of the bdz^r, was going to the 
fort, and tTawdhir ‘Ali Kh^n was riding on an elephant 
along the road “behind the Begam’s palankeen. Asaf- 
u’ddaulah dismounted from his elephant and, to mark 
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Iiis respect for lier, politely grasped the foot of the. 
palankeen and walked a few steps with it* Jawdhir 
*AIi Kh4n proceeded to dismount from his elephant to 
show his respect for the Nawdh, but Asafu’ddaulah 
motioned to him to remain where he was, and said i 
“ You are riding with, a superior, continue to ride.*’ 
So he was compelled to ride. The market people and 
others, who knew nothing of the Nawdb’‘s order and 
were looking on from a distance, remarked that it 
was a shame the ruler should be standing on the ground 
and that a eunuch, .who was no better than a slave, 
should ride past on an elephant. On another occasion 
when the Naw^b Begam was going to visit the Bahu 
Begam, Xsafu’ddaulah was passing from the Chauk to 
the fort. There was a blank wall within the gate of 
the fort which would intercept the public view. The 
men in front of the Naw^b’s procession collided with 
those in front of the Nawdb Begam ’s, and they were 
closed up together. On both sides were shouts o-f 
“ clear the way ” raised by macebearers, herals, and 
by others in the processions. The attendants who were 
with the Naw4h Begam struck the Naw4b’s retainers 
with their hands and maces. This led to some talk, 
whereas the fact is thatNawdbiCsafu’ddaulah had approv- 
ed of this because he had forbidden his men to jostle 
and make a crush. The common folk generally and 
indeed some of the upper ranks said to themselves this 
forwardness and disrespect will bye and bye end badly. 


At the same time that all this was in train, another 
event had happened, which had no 
connection with the administration 
of the affiairs of the Bahu Begani 
It happened thus. A Mughal^ native 


Beginning of tlie 
rupture between J a- 
wahir ‘Ali l^hdn and 
Hasan Bazd Khan. 
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6f tVildyat, named ‘Iwaz Beg Kh^n, came to J'aiz- 
dbad and* entered the service of Shujdm’ddaulah. AfteJf 
his death his widow and two sons and his servants 
settled in Bakhshi Abulbarkdt Khdn’s cantonment. 
His sons became friends of the author’s. After Shiij^‘- 
u’ddaulah’s death a general change ensued. Both these 
sons became associates of Asafu’ddaulah’s. After some 
time they lost their footing with him. The elder, who 
was named Zainu’hdbdin Beg, set oitt with his mother 
on a pilgrimage to the Karbala, but died on the journey. 
The younger, who was named Ibrahim Beg^ lived in 
dependence upon his mother’s sister’s son, Mirza Abu. 
Tdlib Kh4n, who was a tahsllddr under Major Hanna j, 
an English officer, who was Haidar Beg’s deputy in the - 
northern districts of Oudh, that is Gondah, Balrhmpur, 
and so on. The climate of those parts did not agree 
with him and he became ill. He came to Faizdbdd for 
treatment and recovered. He obtained an introductioU 
to Jawdbir ‘Ali Kh^n through the writer of these pages^ 
In a short time by his gift of conversation and his glib- 
ness of tongue he placed himself on a closer footing 
than all. older friends with Jawahir ‘Ali Khan, and he 
asked him for a letter of recommendation to Naw4b 
Sarfar^zu’ddaulah Hasan Razd Khdn, who was Asaf- 
u’ddaulah’s minister and Haidar Beg Khdn’s coadjutor, 
and Was in ascendancy then at Lucknow. The fact is, 
that many persons whom Hasan Razd Khdn had recom- 
mended had been entertained in Jawdhir ^Ali Khdn’s 
, service, and whatever Hasan Eazd Khdn wished to be 
done at Eaizdbdd he wrote about it and it was carried 
out. JaWdhir ^Ali Khdn never gave any trouble about 
bis personal wishes and was alwayJj too proud to make 
tJieni known* l^ow, when his desire to serve Ibrdhfm 
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Beg was his prevailing feeling, he wrote a letter td 
Hasan Bazd Khdu saying he would be obliged to him 
if he would induce j^tsafu’ddaulah to forgive Ibrdhim 
Beg and obtain for him private entrde into the Naw^b’s 
presence as before. Nothing was done for him, and 
for this reason Jawdhir ‘Ali Khdn^s hitherto placid 
temper became somewhat ruffled, but he concealed the 
fact and no one knew his heart. Having premised 
this, 1 now come to the point. 

After Bahar ‘Ali Khdn’s return from Calcutta, the 
, Governor, Mr. Hastings, wrote to Haidar Beg ,Khdn> 
saying that he knew that he had closed negotiations 
■^ith Bahdr ‘Ali Khdn out of regard for him, and he 
called on him to keep his promise and pay up at 
bnce the large sum. When Haidar Beg 5^hdn*saw that 
he could not do this, he wrote 4n reply saying he would 
pay the money over if the Governor came to Bandras. 
He had another object in view. The city and province 
of Bandras had passed out of iksafuffldaulaffls possession 
during Mukhtdru’ddaulah’s tenure of the office of minister- 
and gone into the hands of the English. The Company 
had taken over the revenue administration of that pro- 
vince for better or worse. After the death of Balwant 
Singh, the local Baja, they had set up as his successor 
his son Chet Singh, who was the child of a prostitute, 
hut who had the requisite ability. Ausdn Singh, whd 
had been manager of Balwant Singh’s estates and 
household, was removed because he could not agree 
with Chet Singh, and he was now seeking to raise som% 
specious pretext and establish himself in the estate. 
Balwant Singh’s daughter’s son, who was legitimated, 
was. also burning with resentment at Chet Singh’s e|:^ 
vation, and could not endure his administration, Ausdn 


<?OUNTERPLm 


lOJ 

. Singh, who had been waiting on the Governor for ^ 
year, re{)resented that Chet Singh was illegitinrate^ 
and that he himself had been the one who lent distino^ 
tiorf to his house ; and he also kept handing in petition^ 
from the late raja\s daughter's son, saying that his 
mother was the rdni's daughter and he was entitled to 
succeed to the estate ; that if the Governor would set 
him up in Chet Singh's place he would present a nazr of 
ten millions of rupees and would pay ten laks of 
revenue yearly more than Chet Singh was then paying. 
!fhe Governor had all this in his mind. Now that 
Haidar Beg Khdn invited him to Bandras and circum- 
stances had changed, the Governor, hoping to .get 
twenty millions of rupees, left Calcutta and proceeded 
up to the west by river with a fleet of boats. Be- 
fore the Governor left Calcutta, after Chet Singh’s 
disturbances, Haidar Beg Kh^n drew up statements 
of the income and expenditure of the sdbah and laid 
them before Nawdb iisafu’ddaulah, showing twelve mih 
lions and five hundred thousands of rupees dne to the; 
English, partly on account of the five annas share of 
the revenue of the sdbah, and partly for pay of the 
two brigades and also for the purchase of English goods. 
The Nawdb told him that, as he had under his admi- 
nistration the whole of the Oudh siibah, half siibah 
Akbardbdd and half Allahdbdd siibah, and collected 
the revenues, he was to arrange to pay this debt. ‘ Hai- 
dar Beg Ehdn went on to say that owing to the nume- 
rous expenses of the Naw4b, which were many of them 
unnecessary, this would be impossible ; that he had> 
however, after great exertions been able to get together 
two million five hundred thousand ; that it was very 
dlfiSeult, ind^d impossible to provide the other ten 
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tnillioBS : still one plan had entered his head and he ^ 
would propound it if permitted. He was toM to state 
it : and he said, “ We servants have for a long time 
lived, and we still live, under Your ExeellenGy’s pro- 
“tection. If we submit to an inconvenience for one 
year until Your Excellency’s mind is relieved of its 
anxiety, it is only becoming our loyalty. The plan 
is this : for Your Exellency first to resume the mahdls 
constituting my jdgir and that of Nawdb Sarfar^zu’dr 
^'^daulah. After that all Government servants in the 
higher and lower grades can be called on to make a 
present to the Government of the incomes of their jdgirs 
for one year. If that be not sufficient a small loan can 
*rbe taken from the Bahu Begam’s eunuchs, and a small 
.‘^ amount levied from Nawdb Sdldr Jang, who has also 
an interest in the State, and thus by one effort Yoip 
Excellency will be freed from the duns of the Company 
^Und losses by interest, and you may spend your days 
“in continuous enjoyment. After that no worry or 
anxiety will trouble Your Excellency’s heart.” The 
Hawdb replied : “Yourv first proposal is excellent, but 
“ your second is out of place and cannot be accepted, 

- “ because I have several times taken large sums from 
my mother since my father’s death, and at last I gave 
a written promise under the seal of Mr. John Bristow, 
“Mirza ‘Ali Khdn, my deceased maternal uncle, and 
Nawdb Sdldr Jang, that I should extort no more 
“money from her. I cannot now have the face to 
demand more.” Then Haidar Beg Khdn urged that; 
f‘ In the present difficulties when Your Excellency is 
under an obligation to pay such a large sum to the 
.“Company, if there is a delay in payment there are 
^‘seTeyal grounds of apprehension. One of 'thesd^ is 
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^ *■* that possibly the Company may demand the possession 
‘‘Z of some mahdls of Your Excellency's territories, from 
which they may realize the money and release them 
afterwards. Your Excellency will be without alter- 
native, and will have to make them over whether you 
wish or not. To get them back will be very difficult. 
Suppose they do not make this proposal, but adopt the 
‘‘ other course, and defer their demand, the interest on 
ten millions of rupees will in one year nearly equal 
^‘the original principal. Thus payment will becoiqe 
“ all the more difficult. The Bahu Begam has no child 
but Your Excellency, and during her lifetime as well 
‘‘as after her death you are her heir both by the law 
“ of IsMm and by custom. It is well known that Jaw4- 
“ hir ‘Ali Khdn and Bahdr ‘Ali Khdn entertain large 
“ bodies of troops, have gathered round them every- 
■“ thing that indicates opulence and influence, and 
“live at ease in pomp and splendour. In this way 
Bahdr ‘Ali ^^hdn and others live on the income** of 
“their jdgirs and their accumulations, and have no 
“ demands to meet or provision to make for posterity. 
“ When subjects and servants are treated with such 
kindness and consideration by their master, if their 
“ wealth is availed of by him for the preservation of his 
“ ancient estate, what great evil or loss can result ? " 
As the Nawdb was a simple-minded man, who was day 
and night absorbed in amusements, shows, and fire- 
? works and the construction of grand edifices, and 
bestowed little attention on revenue settlements, mili- 
tary aflairs, foreign conquests, and policy in general, and 
was wholly regardless of the future, he answered that, 
although it would be highly disrespectful and a breach 
pf faith to make a demand for money from his mother, 
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yetj as the circumstances were so pressing, he supposed ^ 
there was no help for it hut to do as proposed’. When 
this plan of Haidar Beg Khdn^s was thus agreed upon, 
he felt certain of his object and rested secure. While 
this was in progress, another event which fitted in took 
place. It was this. When Xsafu^ddaulah and other 
nobles were returning to Lucknow through Sultdnpur, 
a<’ter Mr. Hastings left Bandras, the Bahu Begjim sent 
a letter to the Nawab, expressing a great wish to see 
him. 

I now turn to give a. brief account of the Governor's, 
arrival in Bandras and what happened there. 

Although Maulavi Khairu'ddin of Allahdbdd has 

Great inaurreotion » sepa^te book on the 

in Bauaras, wholly he- subject of the insurrection at Band- 
yond expectation. called the “ Bandrasndma," and 

Ghuldm ‘Ali Kbda of Bareli has written a brief account 
of it, yet a short narrative of the occurrence is here 
inserted because it is interwoven with the history of 
the decay of Faizdbdd. 

Governor Hastings set out from Calcutta with the 
intention of removing Chet Singh from the government 
and dignity of Kdja of Bandras, and setting up in his 
place the legitimate son of R^a Balwant Singh's daugh- 
tei’, who was the issue he had by his rdni, and of 
obtaining ten millions of rupees as nazr, and au increasO^ 
of the Company's yearly revenue, and also with a view 
to comply with the invitation which Haidar Beg Khda 
had written him. When the Governor’s tents had 
reached the first stage west of ‘Aztmdbdd, Haidar Beg 
Khdn, who had got the ^awdb’s permission to go and 
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Bjeet tbe Governor, left Lucknow and marcked as far 
as Jaunpnr, and pitched his tents on the banks of a small 
stream called the Bariid n^a. The Governor entered 
Banfdras from that side with a few men. There was a 
Hindii macebearer named Chet Rdm, who had been 
formerly in Rdja Chet Singh’s service, but had been 
dismissed by him for some fault and expelled from his 
dominions. He went to Calcutta where he entered the 
Governor’s service and cherished a resentment against 
the rdja. He now out of revenge, when sent to sum- 
mon Rdja Chet Singh, spoke in a manner disrespectful 
to the rdja’s position and station. 

There was a man, a native of no one knows where, 
but who gave himself out to be Saiyad, named ‘AHu’d- 
diu Knbrd, who came to Faizabdd with a Hindd lad, 
whom he had converted to Isldm and renamed Zain- 
u’lAbdfn., In 1186 A.H. [1772 A.D.] when Nawdb 
Shuja‘u’ddaulah marched from Faizdbdd to assist H4fiz 
Rahmat Khdn and others, Ruhelas and Afghans, who 
were groaning under the hands of the Marhatas and 
Dakhanis, and pitched his tents at Rdmghdt, and the 
houses in the late Baldishi Abu’lbarkdt Klidn’s can- 
tonment became untenanted, I happened to be in 
Faizdbdd in search of employment and to be living 
in a house in the cantonment, and all the officers placed 
me in charge of their houses with instructions to guard 
them. This Saiyad ‘Aliu’ddin finding a splendid and 
spacious tenement empty, coolly entered it without 
obtaining my permission and made himself at home. 
Hext day I heard of this, went to see him, and said to 
him : “ You intruder, what have you to do with this 
“ house or its owner that you have entered it without 
‘A permission i’ Bogone and take another house.” As 
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he was a plausible and pleasant talker he talked of 
everything and anything, and got round me at ‘Our very 
first meeting, and I left quite delighted with him, and 
permitted him to remain in the house. It happened that 
two days after, I caught cold in my head and suffered 
with headache and fever. My friend, who was a most 
skilful doctor, paid me great attention and in a short 
• time banished my illness. It seemed as if Glod had 
sent him for this exigency. During the whole nine 
months that the Nawdb was absent on his campaign, 
I enjoyed his company. When the Nawdb came back 
and the occupants of the houses returned, my friend 
remained for some time at the house of one Hikmat 
Husen Kh^n Tabib, one of the Begam’s servants, and 
then went to Bandras. He then became a companion 
ofEdja Chet Singh, played well the part of a familiar 
favorite, and having accumulated a considerable sum 
through the rdja's favour, became so to speak wealthy. 
After some time each became dissatisfied with the 
other, and they who had come together drifted at last 
apart. ‘Aliu’ddm followed Chet Rdm’s example, nay, at 
Ms suggestion entered the English service, and they 
made common cause, formed a close intimacy with the 
son of Balwant Singh's legitimate daughter, and plotted 
for the overthrow of Chet Singh. They came together 
to Bandras. 

When Chet Bdm summoned the rdja in this harsh 
manner, the latter, remembering that the man was the 
servant of an important personage, bore the insult 
patiently ; but the rdja’s friends who were then present 
turned him out of his presence. Chet Edm returned 
to the Governor and exaggerated the occurrence. A 
compauy of regulars were despatched to arrest the r4Ja 
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^ and drag him before the Governor, if they could possibly 
manage it. The raja’s friends, some hundreds of whom 
were then with him and armed, fell suddenly . on the 
regulars without the r4ja’s orders, ^5lew them in heaps, 
a4id a general rising followed. The Governor, seeing 
the turn affairs had taken, secretly crossed the river 
at midnight, fled on foot to the fort of Chundr, which 
is sixteen miles east of Bandras, entered it safely, and 
was out of danger, 

Throughout the whole sdbah of Oudh a complete 
change came over the common folk, who are no better 
than cattle. Wherever the villagers saw a red-coated 
regular, they harried him. There was an Englishman, 
named John Garden, who managed a mahdl in tffe 
north of the sdbah under Major Hannay, and had a 
very small force with him. The people of the district, 
observing that his supporters were few, rose against . 
him, and intended to plunder the large sum which ^he 
held as revenue collections in his keeping. He under- 
stood their intention and before the villagers could fall 
upon him, he loaded the money in a howdah on the 
elephant he used to ride, sat on the howdah, and left his 
residence secretly at night with a few sepoys in search 
of a place of safety. He arrived in the morning at the 
north bank of the Gh4gra and halted at a ferry. On 
the south of the river lay the town of Tdndah, which 
was one of the places in the Bahu Begam’s j4gfr, and 
Shamsher Kh4n, a eunuch novice and a slave of the 
JBegam’s, who held the appointment of tahsildir in the 
place under Bahdr ‘Ali 51i4n, was living in the fort. 
John Garden sent a messenger across in a small boat 
with a verbal message to Sliamsher Kh4n, asking him 
to send Mm as (fuickly as possible some large boats, to 
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enable' him to cross over with' his treasure and get „ 
into T4iidab, because he was hotly pursued by bands 
of villagers, and he could thus escape the peril in 
which he was placed. This short-sighted man,*’ on 
the advice of some friends like himself, delayed to send 
the boats, fancying that the God-given power of the 
English had been overthrown. Some people also say 
that he even fired some cannon-balls across the river* 
Although the Begam afterwards heard what happened 
and sent for Bahd,r ‘Ali Kh4n and reprimanded him, 
and at once sent Mir Nishr ‘Ali, Bahar ‘Ali Khdn’s 
brother, with one hundred irregulars to appease John 
Garden and bring him to her, assigned him apartments 
ii2 the i\ngdri Bdgh, which is in the fort, and exerted 
herself to her utmost to entertain him with a choice 
table and numerous attentions, he sent a written report 
of all this, telling how the Begam’s representative had 
treated him, to the Governor, who was alive and well 
in Ijhe fort of Chundr. 


• I now turn to the transaction which passed between 
^ ^ the Governor and Haidar Beg Khdn, 

Compact between n -rr / i i -i 

Governor Hastings and When Haidar Beg Khan, who had 

Haidar Beg Khdn. advanced beyond Jaunpur, 

heard the news of the insurrection at Bandras, he was 

dazed, and he wrote to Nawdb Asafu’ddaulah asking 

him to collect all his forces and the officers of the sfihah 

and come to him, bringing them and his artillery, or 

the results would be disastrous. The Nawdb moved 

down to the east with all his officers and a large force, 

picked up Haidar Beg Khdn, and entered the district 

of Bandras. He crossed the Ganges and ordered, his 

soldiers to expel the insolent Chet Singh from the city. 

Almds ‘All Khdn, who was governor of the east and 
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, south districts, a&d had a large force with him, crossed 
the river. At the same time the English troops also 
came up, concentrating from Allahdbdd and other 
places, and drove the rdja out, and the Governor issuing 
from the fort of Chundr pitched his tents outside and 
felt secure. First Haidar Beg Kh4n with Xsafu’ddau- 
lah's permission waited on him, and, after laying cir- 
cumstances before him, threw himself at his feet, and 
disclosed his thoughts. ‘‘ How,” said he, “ dare Chef 
“ Singh, who is nothing more than a landed proprietor, 
“ oppose Your Excellency and present so bold a front ? 
‘‘ All was done at the instigation of the Begam's 
“ eunuchs: I should not wonder even if the Begam 
“had given a hint to him.” The Governor replied: 
“ This does not seem probable, for the English Com- 
“ pany has never had any friction with Shuj4‘uMdaulah, 
“ or since his death with the Begams, regarding any 
“political or administrative question. So wanton a 
“move could not proceed from persons so discreet 
“and of such high rank,” As the star of the pros- 
perity of the Begams and their eunuchs was then 
on. the decline, John Garden’s letter, complaining of 
Shamsher Khdn’s conduct, was actually delivered while 
this very conversation was going on, and served to 
confirm Haidar Beg Khdn’s words. The Governor 
Went on to say: “ If a servant or slave commits a 
“ fault, we English do not blame his master. It is^ 
“ impossible in this instance to punish the Begam or her 
“ dependents.” Haidar Beg Khdu replied: “ At present 
“ all that, is known is the bare fact that Shamsher Klulii 
“ has been guilty of this effrontery, Your Excellency 
“ will please bear this in mind, and I shall coax Xsaf- 
“ u’ddaulah to pu^ for this misconduct; but on 
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^‘^jondition of the secret support of Your Excefleiic^^ & « 

this way:* if the Begam writes to you complaining of 
** her son’s action iu this matter, Your E:^cellency can 
‘‘ reply that it is a matter concerning mother and son, "and 
“ that you do not interfere in family matters, and Your 
‘^ Excellency can instruct Mr. Middleton, your Resident at 
“ Lucknow, to assist me in every way.” This Was agreed 
upon and Nawdb Xsafu’ddaulah afterwards visited the 
Governor. At this first interview they took leave of 
©ne another. The officials returned to Lucknow, and 
the Naw4h went off from Sult^npur to Faiz^bdd at the 
Begam’s invitation, remained a few days there, and then 
proceeded to Lucknow. When he was leaving, the Begam 
slaid: “Hasan Eazd Ehdn has not come with you this 
“ time. How is that?” “ I will send him,” replied the 
Kaw^b, “ when I return to Lucknow.” And when he 
arrived in Lucknow he said to Hasan Razd Khdn: “ Mj^ 
“ mother asked for you several times and it is advisable 

O 

“ that you should go and pay your respects to her; ” so 
Hasan Razd Khdn travelled to Faizdbdd to visit the 
Bahu Begam, and at the same time to perform the Fdtiha 
ceremonies of Nawdb Shujd'u’ddaulah, the performance 
of which falls on the third of Zfqa‘d, 

When Hasan Razd Kbdn was setting out for Fai^- 
dbdd, Haidar Beg Khdn came to see him and had a pri- 
vate conversation with him. He said to him": “YoCi 
“ have a cordial friendship and are at one With Matbti* 

“ ‘Ali Khdn, who is the Nawdb Begam’s chief eunuch, 

“ and you have secret understandings with each other’. 

“ It is probable that the Nawdb Begam’s eunuchs arO 
“ secretly envious of the Bahu Begam’s eunuchs, owing 
“ to the greater grandeur of the latter. You must so 
“ manage that they shall not consult with each ofher: in 
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matter wliicli is now beforeme, lest the Begasms 
should’combine with each other, for if they should be 
“ of one heart and mind it is probable that my plans 
“ rday fail/' 

When Hasan Razd Khdn reached Faizdbdd, he went 
first to the Nawdb Begam’s gate and on from that to the 
Bahu Begam’s. He went through the usual forms of 
courtesy and presented nazr, and sat a long time cour 
versing with the physicians and others who lived at the 
palace gates: and he asked all the slave girls and waitifig 
wernen who had always been allowed to come to the 
door and had known him for a very long time, how they 
were, treating each and all according to their relative 
positions. He continued in this way to wait for Jawdhir 
‘Ali Khdn, who was inside the palace, to come out. Ja- 
wdhir ‘Ali Khdn was oflfended with his neglect of Mirza 
Ibrdhlm Beg, as already mentioned: whereas Hasan 
Razd Khdn was wholly unaware of this and had^ no 
recollection of the occurrence. Jaw4hir ‘AH Khdn was 
delaying to come out and was waiting for Hasan Raz^i 
Khdn to go away that he might return home. Hasan 
Razd, Khdu waited so long that the sun began to go 
down, and at last Jawdhir ‘Ali Khdn had to come ou% 
and walked in the direction of his palankeen. Hasan 
Eazd Khdn prepared to greet him, rose up, and attempted 
-to embrace him. Jawdhir ‘Ali Khdn, with an evident 
intention to avoid bin}, put his hand to his head, seated 
himself in his palankeen and hurried home. Hasan Razd 
Ehdn was ashamed of this reception and did not inquire 
what was the cause of this unwonted conduct and this 
displeasure on Jawdhir ‘Ali Khdn's part. He rose and 
went to his lodgings. The people at the gate and his 
retinue bit their fingers and wondered what it all meanfe 
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Net one of them could *fathom this secret, and thO 
occurrence became talked of by every one. 

That was the date fixed forNawdb Shnjd'u’ddaulah’s 
Fdtiha and Hasan Razd Kbdn had charge of the illumi- 
nations and of the cooking of the food which was to be 
distributed. He had also brought marsi'ya-khwdns* 
with him from Lucknow, and had appointed contractors 
of his own. Everything was carried put according to 
his orders at the place of celebration. That evening 
Iduharram ‘Alx Khdn, Matbd^ ‘Ali Ebdn, others of the 
Nawdb Begam’s eunuchs, and Jawdhir ‘Ali Khdn, 
iBahdr ‘Ali Kbdn, Nishdt ‘Ali Khan and others, the 
■B^hu Begam’s eunuchs and stewards, went in great 
state and took their places. Shopkeepers of the city 
and spectators from the villages gathered in great 
numbers. The Balm Begam came in her palankeen 
and was set down some two or three paces from 
tho^tomb. Out of respect for her there was profound 
silence and quiet in the large gathering. All noise 
and tumult ceased. A company of irregulars came 
witii^lfAhmad ‘Ali Beg, Kaptdn, as the Begam’s escort, 
OT^iStood behind her palankeen with the fuses of 
their matchlocks burning. On that side public access 
was closed. Mfrza Muhammad Razd, a friend of Hasan 
Eazd Khdn, who was the greatest marsiya-khwdn of 
his day, began to chaunt a marsiya, and everyone was 
listening with the utmost attention. At this juncture 
Hasan Razd Khdn, after saying his sunset and evening 
prayers, and reading the lessons for the day, left his 
lodgings and went to the Guldb Bdri. When he arrived 
at the gate with his retinue, who were over seventy in 

* Marsiya, mourning verses sung on funereal occasions. Mar^iya- 
kh^wins,' professional singers of such verses. 
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.ail, and were strong men and armed, and other followers, 
servants ^nd orderlies, ahont two hundred in all, he 
proceeded to make his way in, not knowing that this was 
the way the Begam’s pelankeen had gone. The company 
of sepoys forbade him to enter. Hasan Raz^ Kh4n’s 
followers attempted to disperse them and clear the way 
for their master by using the big shields which they all 
had on their arms. The irregulars charged them and 
strpck the shields with their gunstocks. When the Khda 
found out that the Bahu Begam was in her palankeen and 
the irregl^rs were drawn up to guard her, he forbade his 
men to struggle with them, and turning back he went 
and sat down in the corner of a chamber near Shuja%’d4 
daulah’s tomb, sad, solitary, and silent. His followers, 
who were a large body, could not find a place to sit 
down owing to the crowd of spectators from the city, who 
had come in and taken their seats before them, and so 
they were compelled to stand. When the Balm Begap 
and all those present saw this they were astonished, and 
Jawdhir ‘AH Khdn sent Mir Kallu Fdzil, who had at one 
time been a servant of Hasan Razd Khdn’s and was now 
one of Jawdhir ‘AH Khan’s retainers, from the place 
where he and his party were sitting under the awning 
at the east side, with a message to the Mi'rza, asking 
him why he did not leave the corner where he was 
crouched and come to the awning. The Muza i^e plied: 

This little place is enough for a poor weak man like 
I am not worthy to sit down in such company,” 
When the chaunting of marsiyas and other celebrations 
ended, the gathering broke up. The Bahu Begam 
returne^d to the Mod Mahal, and Hasan Razd Khdn went 
home. Next morning the Bahu Begam went over to 
the Moti Bagh to call on the Nawdb Begam. On the 
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way Hasan Bazd Khdn met her, dismounted from Uo, 
horse, saluted her, and accompanied her on foot. When 
the Bahu Begam went inside the curtain which hung 
3 ,cross the door of the private gate, she brought* her 
palankeen to a stand-still, sent for Jawdhir ‘Ali Khdn and 
Hasan Baza Khdn, made them embrace each other, and 
tried to make up their quarrel. Although they seem- 
ingly became friends again and used to salute each other, 
their mutual dislike continued as before. After a week 
Hasan Bazd Bhdn obtained permission to return to 
Lucknow, was invested with a robe of honoiife and left 
Faizdbdd. When he saw i^tsafu’ddaulah, the Nawdb 
said: “You must have been very hospitably enter- 
tained,” and he replied, “ Entertained, indeed 1 I was 
“ more hurt, than honoured.” 

About this time boils broke out on Asafu^ddaulah’^s 
neck. His mother sent Jawdhir ‘Ali Khdn to inquire 
fqr him. The Naw4b, for his mother’s sake, treated him 
with great kindness, and he met many of the Lucknow 
nobility. Hasan Bazd Khdii treated him apparently 
with cordiality, and used to send him some dishes every 
day from his kitchen. But that splendid hospitality 
which had been shown on a previous occasion, when 
Hasan Bazd Khdn and Mahbdb ‘Ali Khdn joined Mr. 
Middleton, the Eesident at Lucknow, in entertaining the 
Nawdb Begam, who was intending to perform the pil- 
grimage. to Baitullah,* and when Jawdhir ‘Ali Khdn 
entertained Hasan Bazd Khdn, and Mahbdb ‘Ali Khdn 
in return, asked them to his house, and set before them 
a numerous variety of choice dishes under covers, and 
afterwards presented them with robes laid out upon 
trays, was not extended to him. Haidar Beg 5hdn 

* House of God, igr, Makkah, 
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• was now established as minister and had become powet-! 
ful. He Tooked npon no one as his equal. He had been 
nothing but a police officer in the time of Shujd‘uMdaulahj 
and* these eunuchs had then thought nothiog of him.' 
Courtesy Or attention was out of question. Haidar Beg 
Kh^n met Jaw^hir ‘Ali Khd:a in Asafu’ddaulah’s darbdr, 
greeted him and made a move to embrace him‘'; but 
Jawdhir ‘Ali Khdn eluded him, bowed, and merely 
asked hini how he was. There was no show of cordi* 
ality or warmth. 

Another event how occurred. There was a Hindi! 
named Bhawd,ni Singh, a native of Salon, who held his^ 
native' village and two or thfee other villages qp 
lease from Jawdhir ^Ali Khdn at a head rent of eight 
thousand rupees, and the real rent-roll of this estatO' 
was eighteen thousand rupees. As he wais intimate 
with the Nawdb' he had an armed force. Jawdhir ‘Ali 
Khdn’s agent neglected the enhancement of the rmit 
and the resumption of the villages. It so happened 
that in this year Bhawdni Singh fell out of the JS’awdb’af 
favour, lost his rank and was sent to prison. Mau- 
lavi Fazl ‘Ali Khdn of Safipur, who had held the post 
6^ deputy superintendent of the Nawdb’s cooking estab- 
lishment and audience room under Hasan Bazd Kidn 
for a long time,' that is from the days of Shujd'u’ddaulah,- 
and was now Bhawdni Singh’s agent at the .Nawdiys 
nourt, knowing that there was a profit of ten thousand 
rupees tb be had on his estate, asked Jawdhir Ali Khdu 
to be good enough to let him have the estate hitherto held 
by BhaWdni Singh, adding that he was quite as loyal to 
him as he was Sarfardzu’ddaulah Hasan BazdKhan,- 
and he would pay him in regular instalments the same 
rent which Bhawdni Singh had paid. Akhwand Ahmad 
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^Ali, Jawahir ‘Ali Khda’s local agent, had previously o 
informed him that there was a profit of ten "thousand 
rupees on this estate; that the Mania vi wished to secure 
the whole of this ; and that he should by some pretext 
avoid granting his application r so Jawihir ‘Ali Khdn, on 
his agent’s advice, replied that he would grant him the 
estate when he had interviewed the Begam on his return 
to Faiz4b4d; that he could not lease even one village 
without her consent. The Maulavi, perceiving that he 
fvas only putting him off, represented the matter to 
Asafu'ddaulah and asked him to use his influence for 
him. The Nawdb asked Jawdhir ‘Ali Kh4n to give the 
estate to the Maulavi for his sake, and not on any 
account to tell the Balm Begam, and added that if he 
raised any objection be would send a regiment of regulars 
to put tbe Maulavi in possession. The ICb4n replied 
that the Nawdb and tbe Nawdb’s mother, the Bahu 
B^gam, were bis masters, and be dared not disobey one 
or tbe other. From that day Jawdhir ^Ali Kbdn was 
disgusted with tbe Nawdb, 

Two days later Jaw^bir ‘Ali Kh4n was invested with a 
complimentary robe, took leave, and returned to Fafe* 
^bdd. Here be narrated the whole occurrence to the 
Bahu Begam, who told him on no account to allow the 
Maulavi to obtain a footing in her jAgirs. The Maulavi 
addressed the Naw4b a second time and he despatehod 
a regiment of regulars to put him in possession. The 
regiment entered Bhaw^ni Singh’s estate. When the 
Begam heard of this, she ordered that the regiment 
should be driven out. Mirza Ahmad '^Ali Beg, fop- 
t^u, set out with two hundred cavalry and two detahh- 
naents of irregulars, who were in Faizabad, more than 
a thousand men aftii two gnus. They were joined by 
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. about seven hundred .sepoys, who were stationed "at 
Salon and a number of villagers at the call of the 
small landholders on the jigir, and the whole force 
amounted to about three or four thousand men. The 
commander of the regiment despatched a report of 
this to the Nawdb. As his intention was presently 
to confiscate the j4girs, and the property of the eunuchs, 
Haidar Beg advised the Nawdb to withdraw the regi- 
ment for the present, and said that the matter woiid 
be settled in a few days by another plan. The Nawdb 
recalled the regiment and it returned. At this the 
hearts of the Begam’s supporters were delighted, be^ 
lieving that the Nawd,b's force had been deterred by 
the formidable display they had made. * 

After ten or twelve days, when Haidar Beg Kh^n 
had ascertained facts reliably from various quarters, and 
had closed up every gap, and when he had made sure 
of the two Begams not acting in concert^ and of their 
advisers being off their guard, he began to give line. 
He then took out his statement of account and laid 
it before Nawdb Xsafu’ddaulah and pretended to be 
depressed and dejected beyond measure. He enacted 
the play once more. He had entered in it the pay of 
the two brigades stationed at Cawnpore, and five annas 
in the rupee of the revenue which had been fixed since 
the d^ys of Shuj4‘u’ddaulah, and the price of many 
JBugUsh curios and expensive articles which the Naw4b 
had purchased from tbe Company at extravagant prices, 
and the interest on these moneys, and shown altogether 
one hror and twenty-five laks of rupees,* which he 
iuade out that the Nawdb owed to the Company, and he 
said: “ I have already brought this to Your Excellency’s 


* Twelve and a half millions of mpees. 



PLUNDER OP 


118 

- notice, and now the Company is pressing for payment. ^ 
“ I cannot sleep at night or digest my food, by^ day for 
*‘fear. I cannot devise any scheme to meet the case. 

I have nothing left but to apply to Your Excellency. 
The Naw4b said: “You are the manager of all my ^ 

^‘ dominions, and why do you not pay from the revenue 
ffwhich you collect?’’ Then Haidar Beg Kh4n went 
pn: “ The charges of the army and of public buildings, 
and of the establishments which are entertained far 
.“'beyond what is necessary, as in the case of elephants 
and horses, and the presents and the gifts of money 
“ which are disbursed night and day, involve so great 
“ an expenditure of money, that there is not time to draw 
breath, yet your servant has contrived with great diffir 
f‘ culty to get together twenty-five laks of rupees. How 
to get the kror of rupees I cannot see. I have thought 
“ of a plan and it depends upon Your Excellency’s 
wishes. It is this: that we. Your Excellency’s servants, 
who are yoiir dependents and whose honor and welfare 
“is bound iip in the permanence of your state and 
f* dignity, should hand oyer to you the profits of our 
jdgirs which we have accumulated, and should elect to 
f‘ undergo some inconvenience ' and present to Your 
“ Excellency’s government the income of our estates for 
“ one year. If Your Excellency will be pleased first to 
‘f confiscate the jdgirs of Hawdb Sarfardzu’ddaulah and 
“your hunible servant, and next the income of thO 
“ villages constituting the jdgirs of jmur other depen? 

“ dents be called in to the treasury; and if in this way 
‘Uhe one kror of rupees be not realized, then if, for the 
maintenance of the state, it be considered advisable 
IVto ask for a loan from Nawdb SdUr Jang and from the 
Baku Begam, it would not be a wholly improper course 
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pursue.” The Nawdb expressed his approval of 
^ihe first proposal, but, referring to the second, he placed 
his hands deprecatingly on the minister’s breast and said; 
I have several times, since my father died, taken large 
sums .from my mother, and on the last occasion I gave 
her a written release and acquittance under the seal of 
the Company and also the seal of my maternal uncle 
to cover the future. I have not now boldness enough 
to squeeze her lest the Company should call me to 
account.” To this Haidar Beg replied : “ The stability 
of the station of the Nawdb Begam, the Balm Begam, 
and Nawd,b S^Mr Jang, and after theirs that of us poor 
people, is identified with that of Your Excellency. If, 
as I hope may not be the case, the money due to the 
English be not paid and on this pretext they wrest the 
country from your officers, be pleased to tell me 
** honestly, will the present state of things continue or 
not? Jawl^hir ‘AH Khdn and Bahdr ‘Ali Khdn in 
Faizdbdd are misappropriating ali kinds of propef ty 
of the Bahu Begam’s fearlessly, and are living in the 
utmost state and splendour. If they suffer annoyance 
for a year, what loss will it be to Your Excellency ? If 
they contribute to your treasury as much as they 
spend, it will be only fair and proper, for legally and 
by custom Your Excellency is heir to your mother’s 
“ostate.” By such arguments he overcame the Naw^b’s 
scruples and led him to forget the advice which he had 
himself formerly given, and theNawib, falling in with 
his proposals, gave his consent. 

Hmdar Beg first brought forward the confiscation of 
his own and Hasan Razd< Khd,n’s jd.gir. Then, having 
brought about the confiscation of the jdgirs of various 
<?©urtiers, such the eunuchs ‘Ambar ‘Ali Khdn, and 
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MMn ‘All Kh^n, and Naw4b MurMu'ddaulab and 
otliers, he gave out that orders had been^ given to 
confiscate Hawfib S4Ur Jang's also, and next, that, 
though it was apparently contrary to reason and justice, 
it seemed likely that money would be demanded from the 
Bahu Begam. Reports of this kind were spread in Faiz- 
db4d and, being on every . one’s lips, became public. 
Eventually the eunuchs carried these reports to the Be- 
gams. At first they discredited them. But when the 
rumours were repeated time after time and when be- 
sides this Mir Ndsir ‘Ali, an old collector of Shuj4‘u’d- 
daulah’s time, went to the Begam’s jdgirs, no room for 
doubt remained. An order was given, the moment his 
arrival was known, that he should not be allowed to 
remain for one night. As revenue police and an armed 
force of the Begam’s, about nine hundred or a thousand 
men, were on the spot, and they were joined by the 
villagers on the estate, there appeared a host of some 
five or six thousand men who surrounded Mir Ndsir ‘Ali. 
He sent a written report to the Nawdb, who, finding 
things not to be as he had expected, ordered him to 
return. This event still further elated the Begam’s 
advisers, When things had gone so far and intentions 
were no longer veiled, and Nawdb SdUr Jang raised no 
protest but silently submitted to the blow which the 
confiscation of his jdgir inflicted, Jawdhir ‘AH Eh4n was 
ordered by the Begam to write letters to. Naw4b Xsaf- 
u’ddaulahj Haidar Beg Khd,n, Mr. Middleton and Mau- 
lavi Fazl ‘Azim Kh4n, and a separate letter was writtea 
and sent to each. 

The letter to Asafu’ddaulah was to this effect: 

“ Asafu’ddaulah, think of the presumption of whSk 
“ you are guilty at the instigation of ungrateful enemies 
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of our house against me, who am your mother, an^, 
besides 'this, have privately and publicly cared for 
“ you in many ways, as you yourself well know. Not- 
“ withstanding all obligations, you seek by unbecoming 
*‘.and disrespectful actions to render yourself guilty 
‘‘ before God and con|?4mned of men. Since the death 
“ of your father, when you succeeded to the seat of Gov- 
“ ernment, I have experienced at your hands nothing but 
“ injury and enmity. The claims which X have by law 
“ and by nature on you I had not upon Sbujd‘u'ddaulah.i. 
“ fie had in his seraglio several thousand women, 
‘' married and not married to him, allied and not allied 
“ to him by a temporary tie, and yet you well know the 
deference, attention, and kindness which he showell 
“ to me. It is known everywhere. On you, who are the 
“ child of my body and the heart of my heart, obedience 
“to me is a thousand -times more incumbent. The 
“ money, property, jdgirs and so on, which I possess are 
“ all derived from my late husband. From your treasury 
“ when have I received a farthing? The notions you 
“have formed and the intentions you now entertain are 
“ a mistake. Dismiss the evil thoughts you harbour in 
“ casting your eye upon the mahdls of my jdglr. If 
“ you do not, the consequences here and hereafter will 
“ not be good.” 

Haidar Beg Khdn was briefly addressed in .similar 
style : — 

‘‘ To the Honorable Haidar Beg Khdn,— You will 
^‘ remember that there was a time when, for the arrears 
“ due on: Eudauli and Darydbdd, your elder brother, 
“ Niir Beg, died in extreme torture, exposed to the burn- 
“ ing sun in the month of Amarddd, and you were rolling 
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“ @n tlae stone paYemeijt beside your brother, half dead 
“ fromtthe heat of the sun and want of water, 'and you 
were on the point of following your brother, when 
“ I interceded for you, paid the money for you ffom 
my private purse, saved your life, and kept you under 
“ tny protection and care. X’ou then used to rub your 
« forehead in gratitude and devotion at iny door-step j 
and the rank you enjoy and the position you have of 
“ minister of this country you owe to my son, and have 
** derived from no other source. Perhaps you desire to 
“ avenge yourself for your brother’s death on my servants 
‘‘ when you prompt my son to this wantonness and 
“ violence. But the reason of it is that ilisafu’ddaulah 
“Is a simple-hearted man and absorbed in amusements, 
“ Whatever you tutor him to do, he does without con- 
“ sideling the consequences. An avenging God will 
“ requite evil deeds.” 

The letter addressed to Mr. Middleton, the Resident 
at Lucknow, was to the following effect; — 

“ The rule and habit of English princes and officials 
“ is that they never swerve from their word or actions. 
Whatever they say or write, they stand by it. I hold 
‘‘ several deeds under the seal of Mr. John Bristow and 
“other gentlemen; they are to the effect that after their 
“ date the representatives of the Company and Nawi.b 
“ Asafu’ddaulah have no further claim whatever on my 
“ money, my moveable property, the mabdls of ray jdgir, 
“ and my dependents, servants, slaves, domestics, and 
“ others: and that I may do whatever I wish and can with 
“them. When they have committed such solemn pro- 
“mises to writing and handed them to me, what means 
this hostile move which is rumoured and is incessantly 
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repeated, and seems likely soon to be carried out, an4 
“ from wht)m does it proceed ? ” 

The following cutting letter was addressed to Mau- 
lavi f'azl ‘Azlm Khdn :*-t« 

You baye surely forgotten yourself. You have 
left the straight path. It is only a few days since yon 
“ began to flatter my meanest slave girls, called then^ 
“ your sisters and were proud of the acquaintance. To- 
day, in your greed for the ten thousand rupees profits 
‘'of Bhawdni Singh’s estate, you become a cause of 
strife and discord, and gird yourself for deeds of 
“ingratitude and try to promote^ a quarrel between 
“me and my son. This cup is not an infusion of 
poppy-heads harmless in its effects.” 

When these letters reached Lucknow, the three 
.addressees went with one consent and voice to Asafu’d- 
daulah and said that, as the Bahu Begam could not read 
nnd ■write, these epistles seemed to proceed from JawdluT 
L 4 ;ii Khdn, who would be bold enough to do anything 
that entered his head without informing her 5 that, as^te 
had been a slave of his father’s, it seemed advisable that 
he should reprimand him, and it would have a good 
efifect. The Nawdb, who was a perfect simpleton, prepar- 
ed to go to Faizdbdd for this purpose, but he first wrote to 
his mother saying that he was coming to interview her; 
that she would have an opportunity of telling him her 
mind; and that he would himself in person tell her all he 
had to say. We poor people felt our minds relieved 
when this letter arrived, but some perfidious persons 
who Jived on the Begam’s bounty, who led to the ruin of 
her household, and who were burning with envy of the 
position enjoyed by Jaw^hir ‘Ali |fhdn and Bahdr ‘Ali 
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and wBo used to invont complaints and lying, 
stories, and write letters about the Begam’ a" affairs to 
Hasan Razd Khdn and Haidar Beg Khdn, and expected 
to profit thereby and obtain various favours, money" and 
property^from the Nawdb and his officials, among whom 
were some of the Begam’s own eunuchs ; as soon as they 
saw that the Nawdb was himself coming and there was a 
claance of an understanding between the mother and her 
sou, and it would be found out who and who had made 
such and such statements and how they had come to be 
written, and these two noble persons would find out for 
certain that a particular individual had written a parti- 
cular statement, and the end would be that that person 
^ould be beheaded or be driven on a donkey’s back out 
of the city in disgrace, wrote letters from JFaizdbdd say- 
ing that there Were there several guns and ammunition, 
and three or four thousand cavalry and infantry, and 
hundreds of other tried and trained men ready to fight, 
and that the Naw^b should be advised, if he came at all, 
to be cautions. The Nawfib believed this story and 
called in all his sepoys, who were scattered here and 
there in various parganas, and ordered his collectors to 
entertain revenue police instead of sepoys to assist them 
in their collections, and to send in the troops. Accord- 
ingly all the battalions of irregulars who wore black, and 
of regulars who wore red, and troops of cavalry came in 
in bodies to join the Nawdb. All the men at the Bahu 
Begam’s command were two hundred mounted soldiers 
under Ahmad ‘Ali Beg, Kaptdn, eighteen companies of 
irregulars under Jaw^hir ‘Ali Kbfin, one company of 
regulars and one detachment of irregulars under Bahfir 
^Ali Khfin, one hundred infantry under Sakdn ‘Ali Khfin, 
and two or three hundred picked men who wore white 
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^uniform: and tliey bad no intention to flgbt any oneor 
any otbei^ object in view. In the first' place, there was 
no likelihood of any situation arising between mother 
and ‘son which would lead to bloodshed : in the next, 
what were two or three thousand sepoys before Asafu’d- 
daulah, who, notwithstanding the reduction and destruc- 
tion of the old army, must still have had not less than 
twenty-five thousand, nay, properly speaking, as many 
as fifty thousand men? They may be said to have been 
numerous as blades of grass. 

When the troops had been collected in Lucknow and 
the artillery had been set in train, theNaw^b set out for 
Paiz4b4d with Mr. Middleton, the Resident jat Luckno^. 
Haidar Beg Khdn said he would leave Lucknow in a 
day or two, and he hoped that the Nawdb would not be 
in a hurry in any matter until he arrived; that he was 
bringing together another foj’ce and calling in people 
from scattered points and he would join him soon. 
be was wholly in the hands of astrologers, they had 
combined and told him it was not the propitious hour 
for him to depart. This is why he put forward the 
pretext of collecting a force and remained behind. 

It had been Xsafu’ddaulah’s custom, when he went 
to Faizdbfid, to send orders to have his old residence 
near the Moti Mahal, which was the Begam’s residence, 
prepared for his reception; and the servants and care- 
takers there put the place in order. On this occasion no 
.orders in this behalf were issued to any of his servants, 
apd whe*^ came to Faiz4b4d, he halted at the iCsaf 
Bigh, a garden which Sbujd'u’ddaulah had laid out and 
called; after i^safu’ddaulah, at a distance of two miles 
from the Chahfe aird near the oul-post on the Lucknow 
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rpad. When he did this, the Bahu Begaiii sent Jawahir, 
^Ali Kh^n and Bah^r ‘Ali Khda and bade them sRsk why he 
now halted at this garden contrary to his usual practice 
and remained at a distance of more than two miles from 
her. He replied: I am at present in such a state of 
“ melancholy that my mind is upset unless I have a 
“ large house with a good outlook. In Lrtcknow, too, 

I spend most of my time in the open air. My medical 
advisers, who are With me, have selected this residence 
“ to dispel my gloom, as being more commodious than 
“ old bm’ahdaris. I shall visit Her Highness in the course' 
of the evening.” He presented each of the eunuchs with 
two shawls, a turban trimmed with pearls and a handker- 
cliief, and they returned happy and announced that the 
Hawdb would call in the evening. That evening, when' 
it was very late and in many places people had already 
lighted their lamps, he came to the Bahu Begam’s palace' 
with Nawdb S41dr Jang, Ms mother’s brother, presented' 
a nazr of one hundred and one gold pieces, as had been 
his old custom, and sat conversing for a few minutes*. 
He left very quickly on the excuse that he was going to’ 
sunset prayer and to recite the ^'&iha‘ for ShujdM’ddau- 
lah, and went to the Guld,b Bdri and paused for a moment" 
on his elephant to say the Fd,tiha and then went on to' 
Asaf Bagh. Next day and the day after he came in thte 
morning to see the Begam, inquired for her, stayed a’ 
few minutes, and after a short conversation hurried away, 
so that there might be no opportunity for mentioning 
the jdgi-rs or money,' and on both sides there was com?- 
plete reserve. On the fourth day Haidar Beg Khdn 
came up with some troops and artillery. Hasan Raz’d 
]Khdn, who was an old confidential servant of the 
Begam’s, and Haidar Beg l^hdhy who owed his life tO” 
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^her, went, neither of them, to her gate to present nazr or 
pay their •respects. This pained and displeased her. The 
Nawdb did not call on her the day that Haidar Beg 
Kh^ arrived, but he sent Naw4b Sdldr Jang to say 
that he owed a kror of rupees to the English and he 
hoped she would give him the money. 

When this demand was made for a kror of rupees 
the Begam said to Nawab Sd,ldr Jang; “ His mind must 
“ have lost its balance or he must be talking wildly in his 
“ melancholy. What can be said of you, who are a gentle- 
“ man, that you convey a message so out of place and s6 
absurd? Ask him, you should, who has the whole of the 
Oudh subah and the sarkars of Akbardbdid and Allah* 
“ dbdd for his dominions, has he ever seen the sum 6f 
“ a kror of rupees or had his father ever amassed such a 
“ sum? I, who have mahdls yielding four laks in my 
“ jdgir, have expenses to the same amount; where can 
“I get a kror of rupees? And if he fancies there are 
“any accumulations of Shujd‘u’ddaulah’s still left,* he 
“has already carried them all off.” Next day the 
Kawab came with Sdldr Jang and sat with the Bahu 
Begam. She said to him: “ Is it true that you have 
“ asked me for a kror of rupees? Tell me, did you ever 
“ in your father’s lifetime see so large a sum, or have 
“ you ever in the course of your own rule gathered so 
“much into your own treasury? I have never even 
“ dreamt of so much; what is this that you are talking 
“ of behind my back?” The Nawdb flatly denied and 
Said: “I never made any such demand.” The Bahu 
Begam then turned to Nawdb SdUr Jang and addressed 
hitn; “Ha! my brother, this was a fine lie of a 
“ message that you coined out of your own imagina- 
“ tion and brpaght to me. What good did you hope to 
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“^et bj talking like that?” Jang imposed silence 

on his lips and said not a word. After a white Nawdb 
Asafii’ddaulah remarked: I do need a kror of rupees 
to pay the English, and I sent a message to that edect; 
“ but I did not ask for the money. My uncle thought 
“ I had asked for it. If you could kindly give me a part 
“ of it, I am sure that my difficulties would be lightened.” 
“ J myself,” said the Begam, do not know how much 
“ a kror is. If you want five or six laks of rupees, 
“ however, I can give them to you: but do you want 
“ a loan or a gift?” “ I want a loan,” he replied. When 
thus much had been said, the interview ended. The 
Nawhb went otf to ilLsaf Bagh, and the eunuchs came 
home and sat down to dine. When we heard what had 
passed, our minds were Somewhat relieved, thinking that 
a friendly interview had taken place; that the Begam 
would give ten or fifteen laks of rupees, and the Nawdb 
would return to Lucknow satisfied, and there would be 
no" more tension; that there would be no more oppres- 
sion or coveting of the j4g{rs, and we should be safe from 
adversity. 

When Haidar Beg Khin heard of this occurrence, 
lie represented to the Nawhb: “ Your Excellency has 
“ gone to the trouble of coming from Lucknow to raise 
“a kror of rupees, and every one is talking and saying 
^‘ that you have obtained a very large sum from the 
Bahu Begam, but your object will not at all be 
“ effected by the small sum which the lady has promised, 
and we shall lose our good name because we have 
extorted money from her. Why, then, should we not 
take as much money as will effect our object? Your 
“ kumble servant has thought of bow this may be dohd, 
“ J^iwdhk ‘All Ehdn and Bahir ‘AM Kh4n are the Baku 



THE BEGAMS. 129 

•“Begam’s servants and have complete control of the 
affairs of her establishment. All her savings are in 
“ their keeping. Let them be taken away from her on 
“ some pretence and kept apart from her for a time ; 

then, if some slight threats be used, whatever money 
“ they have in their possession will be obtained without 
“any trouble. To harry the Bahu Begam and create 
“ ill-feeling is inconsistent with the relationship that 
“ exists between you and her, and would never be wise.”^ 
The Naw^b considering this advice good, sent Afrfn 
‘AH Kbdn, one of his own eunuchs, to the Bahu Begam, 
asking her to send Jawdhir ‘AH Khd,n and Bahdr ‘AH 
Khdn. to him for an hour, as he had something to sajfc 
to them. 

This message caused us all consternation, and the two 
eunuchs also were lost in thought and perplexity and 
did not come to their private houses. They came out 
of the Begam’s palace, sat down in the fire-house whicli 
was at the gate, and attended to their six^ necessities.* 
The Bahu Begam sent back Xfrin ‘AH Khdn and told; 
him to say to his master: “ There is no barrier placed 
“ between you and me. Why do you not come yourself 
“ and say whatever you have got to say? , What have 
“ you to do with my eunuchs ? They shall not go 
“ to you.” When we heard this we again began to 
wonder what would happen, and we knew that the 
situation was prolonged. As the attendance of the 
eunuchs was not to be thus easily secured, another plan 
wus adapted. Xfrin ‘AH Khdn came again with another 
message and said that the Nawdb had now made up his 
mind to come and stay in the old Bdrahdari near the 

* “ Kafa‘ sila zarfiriya : the six necessities are eating) 
drinking, sleeping, waking, making water, and stooling. 

I 
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Btegam, but extensive accommodation was needed for • 
bis servants and retinue : that if the Begam’s sepoys who 
had their homes in Faizd,bdd would go home for t^l^o or 
three days and take their property with them, it would 
suit him, for his men could occupy their quarters. The 
moment the Begam heard this proposal she flew into a 
rage and said; “ All right: I know what you mean. If 
“ I understand, my presence too in the fort is objection- 
“ able. I am going to leave it.” 

When i^frm ‘Ali Khd.n left, he noticed that on each 
side, from the gate of the heraldic port to the outer 
gate of the fort, which is known as the Yakpauliya, 
there were living in every shop from ten to twenty 
of the Begam^s irregulars who were under Jawd-hir 
^Ali Khdn's orders. There was another striking feature 
met his eye at the same time. The detachment under 
Ahmad *AIi Beg, Kaptdn, and the company of regu- 
lars serving with the eunuch ‘Aqalmand were under 
strength, and they had been ordered to enlist men 
and make up full strength. While this excitement ' 
was going on ‘Aqalmand and Ahmad ‘Ali Beg began 
to recruit, and for every ten men that were wanted 
a hundred presented themselves in hopes of employ- v; 
ment. There was a great crowd of unemployed. \When 
the throng was at its height Afrin ‘Ali Khdn passed 
in his palankeen and he told the sepoys to vacate 
the shops and remove their property, for the Nawdb's 
followers were coming to occupy them. When thb 
Begam’s sepoys heard his words, they thought as little 
of him as a fly or a straw, and spoke to him harshly 
and .insolently, and called him vile names,, and said they 
would not move an inch without the Bahu Begam^s order, 

2i 
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• hot for ^saftiMdaulah ; nay, even if SIiujd^ciMdauIalij 
Safdar Jang, and Biirhdnu’lmnlk rose from their graves 
and begged them, it was impossible for them to movoi 
Xfrm ‘Ali Khdn misrepresented to the Nawdb the cir- 
cumstances under which these expressions were used and 
exaggerated them. As tbe words had been spoken in a 
loud voice and there were spies of both parties present in 
the public crowd, who used to convey information to their 
employers every moment, the Nawdb Begam heard of the 
whole occuiTence and sent a message to the Bahii 
Begam saying: “ What is this unexpected and unusual' 
‘‘ news that I hear ? I intend to come over and see you 
“ and find out all about it.” The Bahu Begam sent 
back word : “ You are iiiy senior, and I should be sorry 
“ to give you the trouble to have yourself , conveyed here. 

shall come over and see you.” It will be observed 
that, if the Nawd,b Begam had entered the fort with her 
Supporters and the Pahu Begam had continued firn^jr 
to hold her place there with her retainers and had not 
left hef quarter's, it is unlikely that such evils wotild 
have ensued as hereafter followed; but, as God had 
doomed houses to decay, faioilies to ruin, and this long- 
standing system of semi-independence to fall, the Bahu 
Begam left her palace in the fort on the afternoon 
of Friday the 25th Muharram 1196 A. IL [10th Janu* 
ary 1782 A.D.]. 

When the Begam’s litter arrived in , front of the 
mosque built by ‘AH BegKhdn, which is within the fort^ 

. the Muwazzin was calling to public prayer. It had 
hitherto been tbe custom that, when, the younger 
Begam was going to visit the senior Begam^ altogether 
about four or five hundred men, sepoys, dependents, 
servants and others, accompanied her as an escort. On. 
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tins occasion, as slie had entered her conveyance in a 
rage and had resolved on quitting her residence in the 
fort, her servants of every grade could no longer think 
of remaining in the fort. Her whole armed force, who 
were about two thousand, and her eunuchs great and 
small, with their dependents, came with her in a body^ 
bringing with them their indispensable baggage. As 
from the fort to the Moti Bdgh in the Chauk Bdzdr, where 
the Nawdb Begam lived, in itself no very great distancej 
the road was so narrow that the sepoys could not march 
before her, they lined the road on both sides from the 
gate of the fort to the Moti B%h until the Bahu Begam’s 
litter had passed. But every gentleman and all the 
bodyguard, as well as the Begam^s servants and the 
friends of the eunuchs, who had not been accustomed to 
escort her litter, now accompanied her armed and ready; 
and the irregulars and the regulars, without the orders of 

T 

their commandants or the permission of tbeir officers, 
stood on the alert with the fuses of their guns burning. 
Akhwand Ahmad ‘Ali, who was Jawdhir ‘Ali Klidn's 
private agent, and the writer of these pages were together 
accompanying the litter. Jawd,hir ‘ Ali Khdn left Shekh 
Jdrulla of Kasmandi with six unarmed door-keepers, who 
were old servants of his, on his premises to close the 
doors on both sides and watch his money and other pro- 
perty. In the same way some respectable man was left 
in charge of Bahdr ‘Ali Khdn’s house. His private sav- 
ings and the Begam’s cash which came in from the jdgi'rs, 
were all in Bah4r ‘Ali Khan's custody. Just as the 
Begam's litter was coming out of the fort, Maulavi Fazl 
Azim !l&hdn bowed and presented a nazr. It wais not 
accepted. 



ME BEGAMS. 


isa 


They say that, when the Nawdb heard all the dr- 
cumstances of his mother’s departure from the fort, he 
wanted to go in a hurry and apologize and entreat her 
an(f induce her to return to the fort, but Haidar Beg 
Khdu said to him: “ If you wish to go, wait for an hour. 
“ She is only going to the Nawdb Begam’s ,* that too iG 
“ her home and she is constantly going there.” At this 
moment arrived Maulavi Fazl ‘Azim Khdn and said: “ It 
“is not advisable that Your Excellency should go to 
“ apologize now. Things there have gone too far. Tke 
“ sepoys, both infantry and mounted, have their fuses 
“ alight and their muskets loaded.” As it was, however, 
the Bahu Begam was wholly ignorant of her sepoys 
being in the bdzdr and having their fuses burning ready 
to apply to their muskets. The Nawdb, when he heard 
of this move, put off his proposed visit. The Bahu 
Begam entered the Moti Bdgh with forty carts carrying 
her waiting women and slave-girls: and Jawdhir ‘^li 
Khdn and Bahdr ‘Ali Khdn alighted at the quarters 
occupied by MatbTi‘ ‘Ali Khdn, the Nawdb Begam’s. 
eunuch, which were close to her gate. 

As Maulavi Fazl ‘AzimKhdn has been frequently men- 
tioned in these pages, it is necessary 
that the reader should be informed 
of his origin and his end, so that 
account of him may not be lost in course of time. There 
is a town called Safipur about twenty-four miles south 
of Lucknow. Fazl ‘Azim Khdn was one of the Shekhzd- 
das of this place. In his childhood there was no school- 
master to he found there. He came to Lucknow to 
learn Persian and began to read Sa‘di’s Grulistdn with 
some one, and a place was fixed upon where he used 
to go to eat his food. This is the rule in the case of 


An account of Mau- 
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Students of Arabic, not of those who study Persian. He ^ 
used to go from his lodgings every morning, a small boy 
with his Gulistdn under his arm, to the school, where 
other little boys were learning ; on the road stood the 
house of Nawdb Ibr^himu’ddin Khdn, Nawdb Sarfardz- 
tt’ddaulah Hasan Razd, Khdu's paternai uncle. The 
Kya was generally sitting on his housetop overlook- 
ing the road when the lad passed. Fazl ‘Azlm used to 
salute the Nawdb as he passed every day, and the latter 
said to him one day, in the way old men joke with boys? 

Maulavi, what are you reading?’' The Nawdb thought 
that he was studying Arabic. The boy, who was 
reading the Gulistdn, replied : Mi'zdnu’ssarf,” * The 
Nawdb was an ignorant man, and some of his ways 
indeed savoured of lunacy. He did not know the differ- 
ence between the Gulistdn and the Mizdn. The boy 
was thereafter nicknamed the Maulavi. When a great 
says anything about an inferior, it generally sticks 
to him, though it be inapplicable. One day the Nawdb 
called him up to his housetop and invited him to sit 
down and eat with him: and he asked him to come 
occasionally to see him. So after two or three days 
more Fazl ‘Azim made it his practice to go up to the 
housetop, speak to the Nawdb, sit a while and come 
away, until at last one day the Nawdb said to him: 

‘‘ What need is there for you to go to another place to 
^^get your food? Leave it, come to me and dine with 
me every day." The Maulavi had scored a great 
point, for a great man had without a word from him 
.aaid what his heart was longing for him to utter. What 
does a blind man want but two eyes? He jumped M 
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•the offer, left his old lodgings at once and came. As 
the Naw^h had no son, he had brought up his nephew, 
Hasan Razd Kfadn, as a son, and was extremely fond of 
him,* As Fazl ‘Azim and Hasan Razd were of the same 
age, they became fast friends, and when Ibrdhim Khdn 
died, Fazl Aziin continued to live with Hasan Razd 
Khdn, and when the latter was presented at Nawdb 
Shujd'u’ddaulah’s court, and was appointed superintend- 
ent of the kitchen and audience-chamber, he made 
Fazl ‘Azim his deputy in both departments. He did not 
receive much consideration in Shujdhi’ddaulaVs time. 
The Nawdb used to dine with the Begam inside the ladies’ 
quarters. Fazl Azim, being the deputy of Hasan Razd, 
who was then familiarly known as Mirza Hasnu, used fb 
bring the dishes to the Begam’s door and hand them in to 
JDhaniya, Faniya, or Maniya, the Begam’s slave-girls, to 
take in ^ to the Nawdb, and was proud to call these 
women sisters, and maily hundreds of rupees he slipped 
to them. Thus it was they came to his rescue on one 
occasion. At dinner hour food used to come from six 
places : the main kitchen under Mirza Hasnu’s super- 
intendence, where two thousand rupees were expended 
on provisions every day; the minor kitchen, which had 
formerly been managed by Mirza Hasan ‘Ali, keeper 
of the hi awdb's wardrobe, but was subsequently placed 
under ‘Ambar ‘Ali Kbdn, where three hundred rupees 
were daily spent; the Bahu Begam’s kitchen, in charge 
of which was Bahdr ‘Ali Khdn; the Nawdb Begam’s 
palace, from which some dishes came every day ; Mirza 
‘Ali Khdn’s house ; and Nawab Saldr Jang’s. These 
contributions used all to be set out together. A fly 
happened to be found in a dish sent in by the Maulavi, 
and the Nawdb inquired where the dish had come from. 
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Dhaniya knew that, if she named Mfrza Hasnn or Fazl ^ 
‘Azim, they would at once be punished, and so she 
said that it had come from Sdldr Jang's. The Nawdb 
said nothing and Mirza Hasnu and Fazl ‘Azim esc^ed. 
They were saved from many a punishment by the atten- 
tions and flattery they paid *to these women. 

After Shujd'u’ddaulah's death, when Asafu'ddaulah 
transferred his residence to Lucknow, Hasnu became a 
minister of the siibah, and was invested with the title 
of Sarfardzu’ddaulah. Considering the places of head 
of the kitchen and audience-chamber beneath his dig- 
nity, he conferred them on Fazl ‘Azim, who, although 
he sometimes described himself as Hasan Razd’s deputy. 
Was really himself the holder of these appointments. 
Owing to his constant attendance on i?Lsafu’ddaulah he 
came to be called Fazl ‘Azim Khdn, but, as he had been 
in his early days known as Maulavi, that title clung 
to bim as long as he lived. He had one brother, called 
Paik ‘AH Khdn, and two cousins, one his paternal uncle’s 
son, the other the son of his paternal aunt, named res- 
pectively Ghuldm ‘iizim Khdn and Ghuldm Makhdiim. 
Each of the four cousins used to appear at the levdes 
in his turn and had the right of private entree. 

After Asafu’ddaiilah’s death, in the time of Wazfr 
‘AH, who occupied the seat of government for only foirr 
months, Fazl ‘Azim was removed from the appoint- 
ments he had held, and Tafazzul Husen Khdn, who 
became minister of tbe sdbah after Hasan Razd Khdn’s 
dismissal, selected from among his own relations Khwd- - 
ja Ghuldm Muhammad alias Bard Mirza and appointed 
bim in his stead. About the same time the four cousins 
died one after the other. 
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, The day that the Begam entered Moti Bdgh, AhJhL- 

s afu 'd d a u lah’s Ahmad ‘Ali, the lessee of the 

traasactions with his jdgirs, who had some days before 
mother resumed. affairs, had taken 

the precaution to call in to the Begam’s aid the collec- 
tors of mahiils, of whom there were eight with eight 
faujddrs, exclusive of the faujddrs of the smaller ziMs. 
Bach of them came into Faizdbdd with all his followers 
and supporters. The Begam's sepoys who were sta- 
tioned in these places, and the lessee’s servants and 
the faujddrs’ subordinates and most of the landholders 
of the villages, who were well satisfied with the good 
administration, came in with them. These collectors 
and their crowds of followers, joined by a contingent 
from Faizdbdd, formed up in a line on both sides of 
the road from the fort to the southern turnpike or out- 
post, which is known as the Allahdbdd Nd.ka, a dis- 
tance of two miles. The shopkeepers of the city closed 
their shops for fear of plunder, and stood watching. 
The host of onlookers and the presence of five or six 
thousand armed men in the city created a formidable 
show. There were also about four or five hundred 
persons, men of rank and prominent citizens and mem- 
bers of the Begam’s and the eunuchs^ bodyguards, 
who were standing at the palace gate armed for a fight, 
ready to share the danger and sacrifice their lives. In 
the same way the inner gate leading to the Begam’s 
residence was also thronged with guards. There wero 
many onlookers in the Chauk Bdzdr who had taken 
.bedsteads and tables and placed them before the shops 
to Stand on. 

Mfrza Jdkau, son of Haki'm ‘Ali Husen Khdn, had 
insisted out of friendship on taking Akhwand Ahmad 
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‘Jcli and me to liis house, which was close by, and had 
made us his guests. About nine o’clock in the evening 
a messenger came and informed us that a Company’s 
regiment had come in from the west by the f)ihli 
Darwdza and occupied the fort, and that now there 
were regulars mounting guard at the Bahu Begam’s 
gate and Jaw^hir ‘Ali ICb4n and Bahdr ‘Ali KLdn’s 
houses, and at the gates of the fort on three sides as 
well as on the north overlooking the river : and they 
had placed a cannon at each gate. This announce- 
ment reduced us to despair and our silly hope that 
Asafu’ddaulah would remember that the Begam was 
his mother and that his affection would assert itself, 
and harmony would be restored, was wholly dispelled. 

The Begam’s enemies now came to the conclusion 
that the Bahu Begam had left the fort at the advice of 
her eunuchs in order thereby to frighten the ISlaw^b 
‘VVazir into relinq[uishing his demand for money, that 
he might be induced by fear of public disgrace or moved 
by sympathy and affection to apologize. They said to 
Thetoselves that this was the crisis, if the Nawdb Wazfr 
gave way, they would lose the object of all their labours 
and devices of years past; whereas, if he only winked 
a little at them, their whole end would be gained; that 
the Begam and her advisers would feel that he was her 
son, and would assure themselves that he was only 
acting ungenerously; and so they would not on any ' 
account go without the money. It was on this con- 
clusion that the order was given for the regiment to 
occupy the fort. 

As there was now no doubt of a rupture having 
taken place, messages no longer passed between file 


THE BEQAMS., 


189 


• two parties, and complete distrust ensued. *AmlbarJ‘A1i 
Khdn and Yiisuf ‘AH Khdn, two eunucHs, wHo were 
reputed to be Jawdhir ‘AH Kbdn’s brothers, and were 
on terms of harmony and amity with him more than 
fraternal, and who were employed by the Nawd,b Wazfr 
in Luchnow, agreed that Yiisuf ‘AH Khdn should be 
sent to negotiate, that there was no dang'er of his 
being molested. The first time he came, it was about 
9 p.M. He delivered some messages from the Naw^b 
Wazfr to the Naw4b Begam, and then he turned to 
Jaw^hir ‘AH Khdn and used several threats of his own 
invention to him, and said the JS'aw^b Wazir says so 
and so about you. The reason of this was that whe|L 
the Naw^b Wazfr was returning from Ban4ras, Yiisuf 
*AH Khdn first came into Jawdhir ‘AH Khan’s house, 
and being glad to see him, saluted him. Jawdhir ‘AH 
Khdn, considering himself an elder brother, remained 
sitting when he embraced him. This greatly offended 
Yiisuf ‘Ali Khdn, and so, when Jawhhjr ‘AH Khdn was 
in confinement, he frequently complained of this to me. 
In short, now that he came as theNawdb Wazfr’s repre- 
sentative, he was so small-minded and ungenerous as 
to use the opportunity to say whatever he pleased. 
True men only say resentful things when the facts of 
the occurrence which lead to them are fresh in the 
other party’s mind. As this occurrence had taken place 
four months before and Jawdhir ‘AH Khdn had quite 
forgotten it, Yfisuf ‘AH Khan’s conduct was pointless. 

Ydsuf ‘AH took leave and returned to the Nawdb 
Wazfr. Next morning, Saturday, the sepoys who had 
been standing under arms in the Chauk Bdzdr for six 
watches without food or drink, were still found there 
Steady as a rock. Not one of them had moved. But 
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there was a great crowd at the Begam’s palace gate ;• 
servants of the Nawdb Begam's other than sepoys, 
such as physicians; servants of the Bahu Began) ’s ; 
friends of Jawdhir ‘Ali Khdn and Bahdr ‘Ali l^hdn; 
companions of other eunuchs ; and most of the princi- 
pal citizens of independent means, who remembered that 
they were residents of the city, and that the Begams 
were their patrons and the eunuchs were their friends; 
and many of all these were present to show that under 
such circumstances they were ready to rally round 
their masters. For they were sure that there was only 
a passing quarrel between the mother and her son, and 
some day mutual good will would be restored : the dry 
channel would again flow with water, and the loyalty 
of to-day would then bear fruit. Some who could not 
:^d room to sit, owing to the limited accommodation of 
the buildings at the palace gate, sat in the Chauk near 
the gate, and came and showed themselves every now 
and then. 

In the midst of this Mirza Jamshed Beg made an 
oflPer. He commanded a troop of Turk irregulars and 
he had seven hundred mounted men with him. He had 
been entertained by Shujh,‘u’ddaulah, and he was excess^* 
ively dissatisfied with Haidar Beg Khdn, because ho 
would not pay the troop which he commanded, but 
was anxious to disband it. He could not, however^ 
find a pretext then for this. A year later he did, and 
broke up the troop. Mirza Jamshed Beg now sent 
one of his Turk irregulars, a Hindii, a native of Bais~ 
W^ra, whom he could trust, and who had a brother, 
a landed proprietor of Tilo,i, then with Akhwand Ah- 
mad ‘AH, with a message, asking that Jaw^hfr AH 
Khdn might tell the Bahu Begam th^lHe an old 
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•Servant of the family would, if the Begara would only- 
give him a quiet hint, take Haidar Beg unawares, 
when he was camping in an open place, and sweep 
down upon him ; that he would carry him off, if he 
resisted, and bring him to the palace gate like an 
old woman, with his hands tied behind his back: that 
old servants were ready now to show their loyalty and 
risk their lives, if the Begam would only take them 
by the hand afterwards. As Akhwand Ahmad ‘Ali was 
of a timorous disposition, he was afraid of meddling in 
any matter in which there was any fear of a collision 
between influential people, and he drew back and told 
the landholder who was with him to be very careful 
and not to dare to mention such a subject again. The 
bearer of the proposal was disheartened and returned. 

The extraordinary part of it is that the Bahu Begam, 
solely because of what she had heard Afrin ‘Ali Khdu, 
utter to the effect that her sepoys and servants shoiiid 
vacate the houses they occupied, was so out of temper 
that she left the fort and went to the Nawdb Begam’s 
house, and yet she kept saying to herself that after all 
the Nawdb Wazir was her son and was only led away 
hy some disloyal people, and he would surely return 
to obedience; and she had no idea that there would 
be any fighting or bloodshed. The excitement- and 
tension, the show of fight and the blustering, were^ 
wholly the creation of the military. How was she to 
conceive a notion of resistance for she had never had 
hut the one son, and it is not uncommon, in either the 
higher or lower grades of life, for a mother and son 
to fall out and yet a deadly hatred not to ensue. And 
in this case where there were only eunuchs and slaves 
at her hand, they were not the stuff to come between 
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tbeir masters or advise any step 'witliout tlie Begam^^ • 
orders or without informing Jawdhir ‘Ali Khdh. 

Mlrza Abmad ‘Ali Kaptdn and the eunuch 'Aqal- 
inand made a bold and vigorous dash into the fort and 
dragged out with the help of their sepoys five or sis^ 
cannon which were in the fort, l^he English officers 
who were with the regiment inside the fort, not having 
permission to fight, took no notice and made no resist^ 
ance^ In the iniddle of each gateway, three of which 
there were in the entrance to the fort in the heart of 
the Ohauk, they placed a cannon, and in the gate of the 
fort where there was a Company’s gun mounted point- 
ing south, they placed another close Up to it pointing 
north. And they ordered the irregular cavalry to leave 
their horses beloW and go up to the roof of the triple 
gateway. These men, who were more than two hun- 
dred, went up with muskets and lighted their fuses. 
It" was meant that, if the Nawdb Wazir’s troops ad- 
vanced by this route to fight, the men below should 
engage them there while the others attacked them from 
the top of the triple gate. 

On Saturday, the 20th of Muharram' 1196 A.Et. [5th 
January 1782 A.D.], when it was past 10 a.m. and the 
difficulty bad not been solved and there was no knowing 
how it would end and how long it would last, ‘ Ambar ‘ Ali 
Khdn suddenly came from the Nawd-b Wazfr’s encamp- 
ment, went into the Begam’s palace, and addressing 
the Naw^b Begam said : ‘‘ His Excellency has sent 
“ me to say that he wishes to come to see you, hut he 
has learned from some informers that the servants of 
“ his respected mother are blocking the way with artil^ 
^‘lery, and he cannot venture to approach; If his 
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‘‘ motlier has drawn up men to oppose his advance, te 
“ cannot think of facing them. If they are to menace 
any one else, kindly say who he is, so that His Excel- 
lehcy may join her forces and fight her enemies/^ 
The Nawdb Begam turned to the Bahu Begam, and 
•said: “Madam, have you heard your son’s message? 
“ What am I to say in reply? ” The Bahu Begam said: 
“ I know nothing about it. Who is it who has drawn 
“ up the troops and threatens to fight? Perhaps it is 
“ Jawdhir or Bahdr.” They, who had been standing 
in the presence of the ladies from early morning, said : 
“ We have been present with your ladyship and we 
“ know nothing about what is going on outside. Sow 
“ could we venture without your orders to think bf 
“ fighting with your son our master? We are wholly 
“ ignorant of the matter.’^ ‘Ambar ‘Ali Khdn went 
on: “ They have even planted guns to cover the Com- 
“ pany’s troops who are lodged in the fort.^’ The Bahu 
Begam then ordered that the guns should be' made 
over to Asafu ddaulah’s troops. The moment the order 
was given, the Nawdb Wazir’s gunners came and took 
the guns from the Begam’s artillerymen, and drew 
them off to the camp with their own hands, while the 
Begam’s gunners boldly broke into a volley of abuse 
and shouted : “ Would that we were the servants of a 
“ man- We have been eating the salt of this house for 
long years and drawing our pay every month ; we 
“ have for a long time wished to shed our blood before 
“ our illustrious mistress’ eyes. Aftpr many prayers 
Grod has brought the chance to-day, and it too this 
“ woman and her eunuchs have let slip. A thousand 
“ curses on the service I ” In relating this occurrence 
I have made use of polite terms, but they used rude 
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and unjustifiable expressions. The fools did not recol- 
lect that on the one side was a mother and on the 
other her son. Who were they that merely to pl^ease 
them, and to test their courage and discipline, she 
should fight with i^safu’ddaulah and cause bloodshed? 
When the guns had been carried off the ardour of 
the sepoys was somewhat abated, but they continued 
.as they were posted. ‘Ambar ‘Ali Khdn returned and 
reported everything correctly. 

I write whatever I either saw or heard without 
exaggeration or minification. While ‘Ambar ‘Ali Khdn 
was delivering the Nawdb Wazfr’s message to the Nawdb 
Begam inside the palace, some eunuchs came and told 
Akhwand Ahmad ‘Ali and others who were in waiting 
with him outside, that the Nawdb Begam had told the 
Bahu Begam that, if she meant to fight, she too was 
with her ; “ Let us,” she had said, “ get into our litters 
“ and go out, and though it is likely that your son 
“ may be defeated, he may not be ; because, though the 
“ rest of the old army has perished, there are still some 
“of the old cavalry officers left in the Nawdb Wazir’s 
“ force who are well aware of our rank and station, 
“ and they are dissatisfied with your son : so probably 
“ his hopes may be blasted.” The Bahu Begam replied : 

God bless me, what is this you say ? He is my only 
“ son, and the joy of my heart. How could I Wish 
“him to be defeated? Let him do what he likes.” 
And she turned suddenly to Jaw^^ir ‘Ali Khdu and 
Bahdr ‘Ali Khan and said to them : This whole excite- 
“ment and misunderstanding is due to you. If you 
“ can, go to him. You are his father’s slaves. If he 
“ will punish you, submit to it, for it is no disgrace to 
“you. If you know of any place where you can be 


THE BEHAMS. 


145 


. “ safe from his anger, go there. Expect nothing frotn 
“me.” As it was an affair between mother and son^ 
and they had no other status but that of slaves and 
servants and had always been dancing attendance on 
the Bahu Begam, the moment they got this clear 
expression of her will, they were astounded, but dared 
not make any reply. 

When *Amhar ‘AH Khdn told Naw^^b Asafu’ddaulah 
what he had seen, the Nawdb’s counsellors asked him ; 
“ Well, now that you have seen for yourself, tell us 
“ how many sepoys according to your estimate did 
“you see?” “Although,” said he, “my estimate is 
“ not, I believe, absolutely correct, yet there are men 
“ standing closely packed together on both sides of the 
road the whole way from the gate of the fort to the 
“ gate of the city. They and those present at the 
“ palace gate seem altogether to be about ten thousand 
“ men. God kuows how many they really are.” Tlie 
Nawdb Wazfr’s advisers ventured no opinion as to how 
this gathering was to be dispersed, and the eunuchs 
to be laid hold of. ‘Amhar ‘Ali Khd,u came back again 
from the Nawd,b Wazir and delivered a message that, 
if the sepoys who were posted in the Chauk Bdzdr 
Would withdraw, he would come to see the Begams. 
An order was given that they should retire and draw 
up in Ddbdsar, a plain south of the city, where Par- 
sh^d Singh’s cantonment, in which were quartered 
two regiments, had stood in Shujd'u’ddaulah’s time, 
and where Ddr4b ‘Ali Kbdn has now built a small, house 
in which he lives. ‘Ambar ‘Ali Khdn accordingly took 
these troops with the Bahu Begam’s permission out 
with him, and led them to the place she had named. 
As soon as this was done, the Chauk B4zdr and indeed 
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tiie whole city became deserted, Buying, selling, and, 
all business stopped. People stood scattered at the 
corners of the streets and in lanes watching to see 
what the end would bej but the fire hundred hr so 
people who were at the palace gate did not leave. 

Prior to this, that is from the time the Bahii Begam 
left the Moti Mahal and entered Moti Bdgh and the 
soldiers were posted in the Chauk till they went out 
of the city, her troops and artillery seemed to the Nawdib * 
Wazir’^s agent like the waves of the sea. The numbers 
oh our side, however, appeared to the other party greater 
than they were, because they were pent up in the middle 
©f a city, and they in their turn thought the Nawdb^s 
contingent as numerous as they were, and every on© 
knows that under such circumstances of uncertainty 
both parties are beset by distrust and fear. The 
Nawdb Wazir’s advisers feared that, if an engagement 
tcJOk place, there would be no room to draw up in line 
where cannons and muskets could be used, and that there 
would instead be a bouse-to-house fight and small arms 
he called into use : and the common folk on that side 
said to themselves that it was to he feared that the two 
Begams would come out together and the old soldiers 
join them and mutiny, and the villagers would side 
with them : this would lead to great confusion. 

JBlaidar Beg Kh4n was exceedingly cunning and 
had a great knowledge of men, and planned everything 
that he did so skilfully that nothing he attempted 
ever failed. This all was proved in the time of Asafu’d- 
daulah. In Shujd'u’ddaulah^s time certainly no plot 
oy device of his succeeded. His elder brother was 
removed from the criminal adojinistration of two mahdls 
2j 
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, and died a shameful deaths and he too wotild have 
f)erished *in the jaws of death had not Bahdr *Ali 
Khdn intervened and the Begam entreated for him. 
With all his qualities, however, one thing he lacked. 
He was wanting in courage and he was afraid to fight. 
Thus in Shujd^uMdauIah's time he held the magisterial 
executive charge of Sultdnpur, Eudauli, Darydbdd, and 
Karah in the Allahdbdd Sarkdr, but he never once 
faced the villagers in a stronghold or on the open field-, 
as collectors are accustomed to do, but he sat in a fort 
and threatened tenants and landlords with his pen. 
And on this occasion when there was a splendid oppor- 
tunity for him to fight, he was in a state of terror, 
and sought to capture the eunuchs by fraud and deceif. 
Although money was above all things most needful, 
he desired more than everything else to avenge himself 
for Bahd,r ‘Ali Ehdn’s mission to Calcutta and the base 
suggestion he had made to Edshi Rdj, his agent at 
Calcutta, under the circumstances already narrated, 
It was chiefly from this motive that he exerted himsfelf 
so Vigorously to get them into his clutches. 

To continue, some messengers brought in word that 
‘Ambar ‘Ali Khdn had solved the difficulty and had 
moved the whole army out of the city. Some rustic 
attendants. Who were called orderliesj such as Bhawdni 
Singh, Nawdz Singh ^ Rtistam ‘Ali and others, suggested 
t6 the Nawdb Wazir that, if he now sent one company 
of regulars, they could easily capture the eunuchs: hut 
the messengers said that the eunuchs were in attend- 
ance on the Begam inside the palace, and about a thou- 
sand men, the Nawdb Begam^s sepoys and members of 
the bodyguard and respectable men of good families in 
the city, were posted at the palace gate, and thus it 
worild he impGss^ get at the eunuchs. 
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" In this excitement Jawdhir ^Ali Khdn^s sense of*' 
self-respect told him that he should not make himself 
the butt of insult and should not go to the Nawdb 
Wazir, for God only knew what might happen; that 
the Begam's troops were standing under armts outside 
the city; that they would probably assist him as he 
had for years' past been their patron ; that he should 
ride out and join them ; that no one could then seize 
him without a fight, and if he were killed it would be 
better than that he should be submitted to public insult. 
He determined to adopt this course and he came out 
to the spot where his horse was, behind the Moti Bdgb 
under a pdkar tree near Hasan ‘Ali Khdn’s door, and 
stood there. He had a bnndle of clothes consistin;^ 
of some shawls and wraps and some spare suits, which 
he had given me to keep, and two hundred gold coins 
tied up in two handkerchiefs, a hundred in each, and 
oije was in each side-pocket. He was ready to start, 
when up came Hasan Razd Khan's orderly and delivered 
a message that no device would be of any awail now, and 
that, though he thought Hasan Razd Khdn his enemy, 
he was still the same old, firm, and true friend that he 
had been; that in his opinion it Would be best for him 
to come to the Nawdib Wazir without being summoned, 
for after all be was bis old master’s son, and he would 
do nothing to cause him disgrace or shame. Bah^ 
‘All Kh4n shouted : “ I will go first and present myself. 

“ He is my lord and master. Whatever is his will, I 
“submit to it.” When Jawdhir ‘Ali Khdn saw that 
Hasan Razd Khdn advised this course, and Bahdr ‘Ali 
?:hdn was ready to go, he felt that, if he remained, the 
blame of the whole disturbance would be laid upon him, 
and that he must accept his fate and go. When the 
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• two were ready to leave and asked the Baku BegamV 
permission to start, the Nawdb Begam sent MatbiiV‘Ali 
Khdn, her own confidential eunuch, with them, and told 
him to admonish Aisafu’ddaulah in her name and sa}r 
that she had sent him these two persons out of regard 
for him, although they had done nothing wrong and he 
groundlessly fancied that they hadj that he was to for- 
give them and send them back to hen 

Jawdhir ‘Ali Khdn and Bahdr ‘Ali Khdn mounted 
their horses and went with Matbfi' ‘Ali Khdn to Nawdb^ 
Asafu’ddaulah. When leaving they ordered that no 
one should accompany them save one servant for each t 
but* Mir Nigdr ‘Ali, who was looked on as Bahdr ‘Al; 
Khdn’s brother, and Khurram, a eunuch boy, whom 
Jawdhir ‘Ali Khdn had taken under his wing, followed 
at a distance. One of Jawdhir ‘Ali Khdn’s messengers 
named Jiwan also followed. Akhwand Ahmad ‘Ali. 
Muhammad Haydt, supervisor of the kitchen, andX 
remained sitting silent in MatbTi‘ ‘Ali Khdn’s house,, 
anxiously awaiting the result. 

When the eunuchs arrived in Asaf Bagh, the Nawdb- 
Wazlr was in his retiring room, and they remained 
standing, Bahdr ‘Ali Kh4n had tied his hands up in 
his handkerchief and Jaw4hir ‘Ali !Kjh4n had secured 
hi^ with the corner of the shawl which he was wearing 
tlirown across his shoulders. When the Naw4b came* 
out^ they bowed to him in this submissive attitude and 
he put out his hands and unloosed theirs with the 
utmost condescension, led them into the apartment 
which served as his bedroom, and bade them sit down. 
Matbii‘ ‘Ali Khan delivered to the Kawdb Wazfr hie. 
grandmother’s mes^gO) while the vilest servants were 
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s5 low minded and insolent as to draw their swords 
from their scabbards and commence passing them to 
one another, saying: “What are they after all ^ and 
“ where do they come from? If only the Naw4b Wazi'r 
“would place the sword in the hands of his serv^ 
“ants — as much as to say: “You were only just this 
“ moment ready to fight and oppose us, and you are 
“ now fallen into our power: here you are without a 
“ weapon and we have all these weapons.” The Nawdb 
Wazir told the eunuchs to remain where they were: 
that perhaps it was their sepoys who had lit the fuses 
of their mushets in Faizdb^d with the intention of 
r^esisting the Company’s regiment that was in the fort; 
and that Mr. Middleton was therefore displeased with 
them*, that he would go himself to the Resident’s 
tent, make their excuses for them, and return. He 
entered his conveyance and went to the deer park, 
which ShujdVddanlah had laid out, a large plain where 
the Resident’s and Haidar Beg Khan’s tents were 
pitched. He told them how things were : that his 
grandmother .had sent the two culprits; that he had 
forgiven them and was sending them back. Haidar Beg 
said: “ Then all the toil, trouble, and labour of these 
“ many days is to go for nothing. The reports which 
“have spread from Delhi to' Calcutta have been vain 
“ and we gain nothing. Keep them for one hour, 
“You will at once get a kror of rupees. These are 
f golden geese which have fallen into our hands.” The 
Nawdb Wazir looked to Mr. Middleton, and he made 
a sign that he concurred with Haidar Beg. The Nawdb 
Wazir had no help for it now, yielded to their advicej 
and returned to the Asaf Bdgh. He addressed the 
eunu&hs and said; “ I have returned after interceding 
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•*'‘ for you with Mr. Middletou. Better it is that you. 
“ too should go for a while to make your own excuses. 
“ You will go with Maulavi Fazl ‘Azim Khdn to the 
‘‘ gentleman's tent. He will do what I have told him.” 
The Maulavi went with them. When their horses 
arrived near the tents occupied by the English Resident 
and the minister, the Maulavi hurried on his elephant, 
while some of the Turk cavalry, who were escorting the 
Maulavi, remained behind and surrounded the eunuchs. 
The latter now grew suspicious, but they had nothing 
left but to proceed. When they arrived opposite Mr. 
Middleton’s tent they dismounted. The Resident came 
out, bade them good-day, told them he was drinking 
tea, and told them to take a seat for a moment in anothd’r 
tent which was close hy and unoccupied: he would 
come to them when he had done. As everything had 
been prepared beforehand, and the second tent had 
been set apart for their imprisonment and some match - 
lockmen had been hidden round about it, to sit there 
and to be imprisoned were one and the same thing. 

Jiwan, messenger, first returned and whispered to 
Akhwand Ahmad ‘Ali : “ They have been imprisoned, 
and a regiment placed to guard them.” He was struck 
dumb with astonishment and bewilderment. Then 
Mirza Ismadl, who had seen the world, and was an 
associate of Matbu‘ ‘Ali Khdn’s, quoted this quatrain 
apropos of the occasion: — 

Not for a sovereign's diadem my heart hath framed 
a fond desire : 

To shoeless freedom of the footlike begging vagrant 
I aspire. 

This messagej breeze of morning, to Sikandar and 
Sulaimdn bear ; 

Mine be the realm of indigence, the pomp of em- 
pire yCnrs.touhara” 
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^ After an hour Mir Ni|dr"‘Ali came to the Begam's ^ 
door, uttered a cry and fell down insensible. Matbii^ 
‘Ali Khdn followed close on his heels, entered tdie 
harem and told what had occurred. The Kaw^b Begam 
flew into a passion and used yiolent language. The 
^hdn left her and came to his own house, and finding 
AhhwaUd Ahmad ‘Ali utterly disappointed, brofeen down, 
and inconsolable, advised him to be patient and silent, 

I left with Akhwand Ahmad ^Ali* to go and sit down 
somewhere. Notwithstanding the former acquaintance 
and extreme intimacy which had existed between all of 
US, and that before this nearly every one was anxious , 
that I should talk and be on familiar terms with him, 
not one of the eunuchs or my other old friends .would^ 
BOW that fortunes had changed, look at me or ask, me 
to sit down. There was a small masonry platform 
near the palace gate, on which a butler used tO' cool 
water with saltpetre for Ma,|hfi‘ ‘Ali Khdin. There was 
a reed mat spread on it. I sat down. Here Midn 
Shafaqat, one of the Naw4h Begam^s ecmuchs, a kind- 
hearted and humble man, had a small hut large enough 
to hold two beds. It was covered with a tiled roof, 
and he used to keep quails and partridges in it. in the 
evening, when the sky became overcast with clouds 
and some drops of rain began to fall, he took pity oh 
me and asked me to come in and sit down. The place 
was filled with split bamboos j for they used to make 
cages there. It had not been swept out for years,, 
and stank abominably. There Vas not even a lamp. 
Counting this shelter a paradise vouchsafed of God, 

I sat down on an old mat that was lying in a corner, 
and the words of Shahjah^n came to my mind : “ Yester-- 
“day I had nine hundred theusaud cavalry at my 
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. “command: to-day I have not even a groom to hoM 
“mystirmp." Then all of a sudden the rain began 
to pour and a violent wind to blow. The earth and 
sjky became darkened. Yet in all this storm ten or 
twenty public criers were going through the Naw4b 
Waziu's camp and the city of Eaizdbdd, proclaiming with 
beat of drum that, if any servant of Jaw^hir ‘Ali Khdn’s 
or Bahdr ‘Ali Khdn^s appeared carrying arms, be was 
to be disarmed, arrested, and punished. The reason 
of this proclamation was that Chet Singh, the zaminddr 
of Bandras, who had recently rebelled, had done so solely 
because he had a great number of supporters ; and the 
Nawdb Wazir^s party feared that, as Jawdbir ‘AH Kh^n 
bad bad the patronage of the Begam’s army in bis 
Lands, the disbursement of pay, promotions, distribu- 
tion of rewards, and so forth, and as very many of the 
landlords and tenantry, rdjas and rajas’ sons, and otber 
gentry, bad enjoyed great security under Akbwfyid 
Ahmad ‘Ali’s administration for five or six years, and 
were grateful and obliged to him for his kind treatment 
of them, they might, being all then on the spot, create 
a disturbance, and like Chet Singh cause an insurrection. 
This was an utter mistake on the part of the Nawdb 
Wazir’s a?dvisers, for there is a difibrence between serv- 
ants and subjects. R4ja Chet Singh was in possession 
of a hereditary estate, and all the Baudras district and 
its population were his subjects and bound to obey him. 

; In this case it was a connection of serv^ants. Soldiers 
are bound by their pay. If there he any hitch about 
that, they turn against their employer. It has time < 
after time been seen and heard how soldiers of the 
lowest rank have for the sake of ten or twenty rupees 
insulted, nay killed, their officers. 
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^ To resume, .when the news reached the ears of the 
officers who were with the ten thousand at the southern 
outpost, waiting to hear word of their master, they 
became uncontrollable, and it was as if ‘‘ the day when 
brother shall flee from brother”* had come. First, 
the arrest of one like their discerning patron; second, 
the loss of employment; third, the unseasonable rain, 
spring showers in the cold weather, which spoiled and 
weighted all the uniform of the irregulars, which was 
lined with cotton wool; fourth, the fear of losing their 
arms : all these anxieties to disturb them fell upon 
them at once. Had Rustam and Isfandiydr been there, 
their feet would have slipped on this field.f At last 
t£ey began to give way and fled. Some took refuge 
in the Dargdh Ban Bu,d,, others climbed up trees, and 
some fled to the surrounding villages. The collectors 
of the j%irs, who were gentlemen, had passed long 
ye§rs in ease and comfort and exercised authority, and 
travelled only on horseback or in palankeens, were now 
compelled to fly to the city on foot soiled with mud 
and dirt, and when any of them sought shelter in the 
house of a friend, he refused it and displayed cruel 
inhospitality and unfriendliness lest his bouse too should 
be plundered; and yet like foxes they entered the 
houses by force and would not leave, fearing that they 
were pursued. The reader can well imagine what was 
then their plight. This state of things lasted for three 
days and nights. 

When there was some relief from the terror and 
incubus of Asafu’ddaulab, the revenue police sought out 

* Quotation from the Quran. 

; t Here follows a reflection on the world in general not worth 
translating, . ; 
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• tbe collectors and magistrates of the parganas to get 
tlieir pay from them : and the servants and domestics^ 
who held their appointments under Jawdhir ‘Ali Khdn’s 
signature, searched for Akhwand Ahmad ‘Ali, saying 
he was his manager and factotum^ and they would shut 
him in and extract their pay from him. Four or five 
days afterwards he happened to come out on an urgent 
business and proceeded towards his own house near 
Sabzfmandf in Bakhshi Ahu’lbarakdt Khd,u’s canton-^ 
ment. Some of his private sepoys, who were acting as 
spies and watching for this move, told their officers. 
These came up in crowds, like a calamity unforeseen, 

and surrounded him on the road. As he could not get 

* 

away, he put them off with a promise, saying: “I a.hi 
now walking alone and have nothing with me. If you 
will let me go to my house, I can make arrangements 
for you.” They sent two or three sepoys with him 
and let him go. When he arrived at his house, as^e 
was a servant of the Nawd/b Begam’s, he said to them^ 
plainly: “What claim have you on me? You were 
'servants of Jawdhir ‘Ali Khdn’s and I also was one of 
‘*his servants. Ask your master.” The Nawdb Be- 
gam’s sei^vants turned them away from the gate at 
Matbii‘ ‘Ali Khdn’s suggestion. 

In a Wnrd, calamity followed calamity and trouble 
trouble from day to day. 

Akhwand Ahmad ‘Ali and I spent three days and 
nights together in the eunuch Midn Shafaqat’s house, 
which was to us narrower than the grave itself. Food 
and drink we had none, for the other seryants, who had 
houses of their own in the city, had taken refuge there. 
My home had been at Jawdhir ^Ali Khdn’s. That was 
gone and I was how a wanderer. My bodily strength was 
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Spent. When I prayed, I stood propping myself against 
the wall. My obligatory devotions I performed stand- 
ing and iny optional devotions sitting. On the third day 
Matbii‘ ‘Ali Khdn heard of this and sent two trays with 
various meats to us. The moment we had washed our 
hands and were proceeding to eat, there was a sudden 
alarm given that the Nawdb Wazfr's macebearers 
had come to look for Akhwand Ahmad *Ali and Mir 
!Nisdr ‘Ali, Bahdr ‘Ali Khd,n’s brother, and were hunting 
Northern. All the food was carried oif. I don’t know 
who swept the dishes away. Possibly Matbd‘ ^Ali Khdn’s 
servants may have carried them off, fearing that the plates 
might under the circumstances be removed. I, who bad 
in my keeping a bundle consisting of clothes, some 
shawls, pearl necklaces, and a Dakhini dagger, was at 
a loss for some one to whom J could entrust them, but 
there was no one. I had borrowed a waterpot from 
M^rza Jdkan Hakim for my ablutions. His men came 
and carried it away. Matbii‘ ‘Ali Khdn hid JNisdr ‘Ali 
in his house and came for Akhwand Ahmad ‘Ali and 
asked him to come, and told him he would hide him in 
the antechamber of the harem, where there would be 
only a curtain between him and the female apartments,, 
and where the macebearers were not allowed ingress. 
Akhwand Ahmad ‘Ali replied with the utmost indiffer- 
ence: “ G-od bless you. Sir, for doing your utmost ta 
“ secure my safety, but as Jaw^bir ‘AH Kbin has beeu 
“arrested, what fear have I? I only hope to God 
“ that they may confine me where my master is. I 
“ am not going to hide or be hidden.” The Khdn 
expressed his admiration and went away. After some 
inquiry it was found that the macebearers had come 
to search for a cannon and an elephant which had been 
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• stationed at Salon since tlie time of Shujd^u’^ddanlali^ and 
trace them. When they found from others that they 
had been left at Salon, they returned at once. We 
were in peril, but “ all’s well that ends well,’^ 

On the third day after the eunuchs were imprisoned 
a domestic of Jaw^hir ‘Ali Khan’s, named Muhamdi, 
came by Jawdhir ‘Ali Khan’s order to the place where 
I was, and told me that, when he was imprisoned, he Was 
troubled with flatulence and up to that day he had 
eaten nothing, but he had felt relieved since the 
preceding night, and that the cook was bringing him 
plenty of choice food from hTawab Sarfardzu’ddaulah^s 
kitchen; he had eaten and now he had sent him to ask 
how and where Akhwand Ahmad ‘Ali was ; that he 
had seen him and w.as now going back to tell Jaw^hir 
*Ali Khdn. When Akhwand Ahmad ‘Ali heard that 
Jawdhir ‘Ali Khd,n had begun to eat, he felt easier and 
asked for food himself. Aghd Muhammad Hasan Ka^,. 
miri, who was his sub-collector of Parsadhi, a mah^l in 
the Salon estate, brought rice cooked in soup. When 
we began to eat, our throats were so dry that we 
could not swallow and the food seemed to scrape our 
throats. We did our best and swallowed a few mouth- 
fuls, drank water and sat in silence; our eyes began 
to close in sleep and we felt as if intoxicated. 

Five more days passed in the same way and the 
rain began to become lighter. Then suddenly the Na- 
w4b Wazir began to demand money. He separated 
daw^hir ‘Ali Khdn from BahAr ‘Ali Khdn and placed 
him in a tent by himself. Jawdhir ‘Ali Khdn said he 
bad been responsible for the collection of the revenues 
of the j%ir, and that he had paid in the collections 
regularly, instaihseht by instalment, and the money 
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u^ed to be deposited in Bah^r ‘Ali Kbdn’s house : o^ 
it he knew nothing! When Bahdr ‘Ali Khdn Was asked 
for the money, he answered that the money must all 
he in the Moti Mahal, the Bahu Begam’s house and^resi- 
dence* Bahdr ‘Ali Kh4n used to consume large quan- 
tities of opium. An order was given to stop the supply 
of the drug, so that he might be compelled by dis- 
oomfort to give a clue to the treasure. This was done. 
The Khdn was reduced to great agonies and was near 
dying. A servant of his fastened a small quantity of 
opium to the cover of a waterpot and left it in the 
closet. The Khdn made it into pills with great diffi- 
culty and took them. He was a little more at his 
e^ase then, but he could not get the drug in the form 
he was accustomed to at his own house, where he used 
to drink it dissolved in water in a glass or cup and 
mixed with sugar and milk. 

^ Jawdhir ‘Ali Khdn now heard that the sepoys and 
domestics were demanding their pay from Akhwand 
Ahmad ‘Ali, and he sent word to him to pay them 
up to the last day they had served him. Akhwand 
Ahmad ‘Ali, although he could not touch the treasure 
in Jawdhir ‘Ali Khdn’s house, borrowed the money 
from bankers outside the fort and paid each man and 
took his receipt. They then dispersed to their homes; 
and all those who had been gathered together, whether 
these disbanded sepoys, or the landholders or tenants, 
wept and cried aloud with grief. It was a wonderful 
scene of distress. The noise of their wailing reached 
the Begam’s ears and she asked what it meant. Her 
eunuchs told her all. 

“ Each turned and sought his homeward way j . 

The host dispersed to griefs a prey.” 
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But MaUirez Khdn Mewdti remained for tliree ot 
four moiftlis at the palace gate, and would not leave 
until the Begam sent him away. 

Although it is a digression to speak of Mamrez Khdu 
Account of Mamrez in this place, yet many events con- 
nected with him occurred in Faiz- 
dbdd, and it is necessary to record them as well as other 
occurrences, for it is the author’s object to write in 
detail all connected with the history of Faizdbdd. Mam- 
rez Khdn was a Mewdti. He came from his native 
place, Merpdt, in his eighteenth year, and entered the 
service of Ali Beg Khdn J^rji, who was one of Shujd‘- 
u’ddaulah’s most trusted military officers. Fortune 
favoured him by degrees until ‘Ali Beg, being satisfied 
with his good service and his attention to business, or- 
dered him to recruit Mewdtis. He brought together four 
hundred Mewdtis and was invested with subaltern rank. 
The day that the Mughal cavalry rose in mutiny against 
‘Ali Beg for ^ their pay, he gave a signal to Mamrez 
Kh4n, who came down and charged them, so that most 
of them died at the hands of the Mewdtis and the rest 
fled for their lives in disgrace. From that day he be- 
came a celebrated man in Shujd‘u’ddaulah’s army. 
After ‘Ali BegKhdn’s death he was attached to Basant 
Jhalangaw4la, and after that to Jawdhir ‘Ali Khdn. 
After ShujA‘u’ddaulah’s death the Bahu Begam enter- 
tained him in her service and appointed him to Salon 
with twenty-five mounted men and seven hundred foot, 
but she kept one hundred and fifty of his men in Faizdbdd 
to guard her palace. He too remained in Faizfibdd and 
formed a very close friendship with nae. As in those 
days the appointment of superintendent of the treasury 
and of all the Begam’s personal establishment was vested 
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i» mo as Akhwand Abmad ‘All's deputy, Mamrez Khdn 
was not the only person who sought my iriendship, 
hut all the officials who had any connection with the 
administration formed an acquaintance with me. *The 
other military officers, whether in the Bahu Begam'a 
employment or under Bahdr ‘Ali Khdn and the Nawifi 
Begam, were envious of Mamrez Khdn’s splendid posi- 
tion. A picked soldier in his troop, named Shahib 
Kh^n, went on three months’ leave of absence to Mewdt. 
He returned after the lapse of eighteen months and 
demanded his pay. Mamrez Khdn had struck his name 
off the roll of the troop and enlisted another in his 
place, ’ Shahdb Khin was however appointed a subah 
tern in command of fifty Mewitis through Ydr ‘Ali's 
influence. He aspired to equal or rival Mamrez Khdn. 
Bhiire Khdn, who headed the Mewd>tis in Bahdr ‘Ali 
Kh4n’s service, and Ghdsi Khdn, who was in the 
JSawlb Begam’s service, conspired with him and daily 
instigated him to do something which would bring 
Mamrez Khdn to shame and disgrace, promising that 
they would assist him when they were wanted by him. 
He was so foolish as to have constant collisions with 
Mamrez Ehdo, who sought to avoid him. The night 
before the morning that brought him death, he was 
leading the escort of Jawdhir ‘Ali Khdn, who was going 
into the Begam’s private quarters. He had some words 
with Mamrez Khdn, and the latter bore with him and 
proved to their master that he was not at fault. Next 
day, which was to be his last, Jawdhir ‘Ali was in 
the baths which ‘AH Beg Khdn had built. Mamrez 
Ehdn came, as was his wont, with ten or a dozen soldiers, 
who were’ always with him, from his house, and stood 
waiting to salute. Shahdb Khan, who had with A^iw^nd 
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the hoiise" occupied bj the eunuch X^^suf ‘Ali Eidn, 
was looking down from th.e hausetop and saw Manirez 
Kh4n, and came down with four soldiers and wantonly 
renewed the dispute of ihe previous night. Mamrez 
Kh4n exhibited forbearance and patience. When Jawdhir 
‘All came out, got into his palankeen and proce§ded to* 
wards his house, Mamrez Khdn grasped a .foot of the 
conveyance with his hand and was going along tbehind 
it with his companions. 8hahab Kh4n was .meanwhile 
keeping up a sharp and angry conversation, ..regard- 
less of the respect due to the presence of his master. 
Jaw4hir -‘Ali ^Khdn was listening. Jn the .meantime 
some of Mamrez Ehdn’s troop, who were detached to 
guard the Begam’s private quarters, had already come 
to tTawd-bir ‘AU Khdn’s door and were standing there. 
The moment that Jawdhir ‘Ali Kh4n arrived at his 
own door, the bearers put the palankeen down and tjje 
criers shouted: ‘bBismilllhirrahmduirrahim^” and Ja- 
wdhir ‘Ali Eb4a went. in, Mamrez Ehdn went in alone 
with him. All of a sudden the voices of men were 
heard outside. Jawdhir ‘Ali Kh4n paused for a few 
moments .where he .was and fheu turned back toward 
the Akhwand Abmad5‘Ali, ^M{rza,.Shekhd, a spe- 

cial companjpu of thei6rreatjEimueh,,and-I, were sifting 
in fhe private arcade awaiting the arrival of .the 
palankeen. We ran to the door,, on hearing the noise, 
thinking that there must have been a collision , between 
;Bah|r ‘Ali Khdn’s and Jaw4hir ‘AH Khan’s men, be- 
cause the two et*tnuehs vtere then en bad terms and 
matters gone so ;far i that «hoth had pupplied their 
aepoys secretly awifh powder .and haW- *When we 
if^achedcithn dotr, we found, -Shah^h EhAn. and one of his 

’ K 
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wfan wlio had accompanied him, lying dead, and another 
of them wounded, but living: but there was not a trace 
of their murderers. The regulars who were then 
quartered near the door, where now stands the mosque 
of the Im^mbdra, rushed up with their swords and 
shields to attack the murderers, when Jawdhir ^Ali 
ipidiu m§.de a sign to them and forbade them. But there 
was by this time a crowd. Companies of regulars, 
gdbitkhdnis, irregulars and others, all heard that there 
was a hand-to-hand fight at the Kbdn’s door, and they 
ran to the spot with their arms. When Jawjihir ^Ali 
Khiln came into the house, the crowd, notwithstanding 
the eifoi'ts of the macebearers to keep them out, forced 
tlieir way in, until the whole courtyard, large as it wa.s, 
was filled with men, shouting: “ kill Mamrez Khdn.’^ 
I was astonished at this, for I knew that he had gone 
inside with Jawdihir ‘Ali Khdn, and I could not under- 
' stand how he could have any connection with this 
outrage. The Begam’s junior eunuchs, macebearers, 
and domestics, were foremost in this tumult, notwith- 
standing their friendship and daily intercourse with him, 
and, the receipt of rewards and gifts from him. As I 
Was at this time employed under Akhwand Ahmad ‘Ali, 
as his agent in the treasury and the pay department 
and in other branches, and these two companies of regu- 
lars, about two hundred men, were under the orders of 
‘Aqalmand Bachgdna, and he had fled for no reason 
and gone to the Rdja of Gohad, and they were under 
suspension and I was inquiring into their case (in fact 
all the sepoys and domestics were under me), I was very 
near saying: “ Catch him, kill him/' hut I refrained; 
and the Begam’s retainers, knowing that Mamrez 
was a great friend of mine, also for this reason kept 
2k . 
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^ back and did not toiicb bim. It is very probable that, 
if I bad then joined in tbe cry with tlie others, and said 
“ Catch bim and kill him,’’ be would have been killed. 
JawS,bir ‘Ali Kbdn was standing horrified on his seat 
by the side of a reservoir, and Mamrez Khdn was 
standing in silence and distress in the reservoir, which 
was empty, clinging to the Khdn’s skirts and trying 
to save his life. The cause of Jawdhir ‘Ali Khdn^s 
alarm was that the Begam had for some time been 
aware of the tension existing between the two eunuchs, 
and he feared she might suppose that this disturb- 
ance was due to his men, who were contemplating an 
attack on Bahar ‘AH Khdn’s party, and that, failing 
to find an outlet in that direction, they had fought 
among themselves. At last he recovered himself, 
entered his palankeen, and waited on the Begam. All 
his servants, small and great, went with him armed. 
When she inquired what this disturbance was, he made 
up a story and told her that there had been for sorhe 
years a feud regarding an engagement between a boy 
and girl, and that now’ tbe Mewatis had found an oppor- 
tunity to arrange a murder which had been committed 
there in the course of the quarrel; that there was 
nothing new connected with her affairs. The Begam 
said nothing, but Jawd,hir ‘Ali Khdn, fearing he should 
be called upon for an explanation by Xsafu’ddaulah, 
arrested four men who had been with Mamrez Khdn, 
apd who had killed Shahdb Khdn, and he made them 
over to me and directed me to place them in fetters 
and keep them in custody under a company of troops. 
Dhana KMn, who is now in Lucknow in the Ifawdb 
Wazir’s service in a cavalry regiment with a consider- 
able number of men whom he has recruited for the 
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service, was one of tlaose then imprisoned. Next day 
Mamrez Khdn applied to have them released, as the men 
of his troop had never been submitted to the disgrace 
of imprisonment. His request was refused. He applied 
to Akhwand Ahmad ‘Ali for his support, but Akh- 
wand Ahmad ‘Ali, although apparently on good terms 
with him, had in his heart always disliked him. The 
reason of this dislike was this : Akhwand Ahmad 
‘Ali held a lease of an estate in the jdgir and these 
Mewdtis who were stationed on the estate did not obey 
his agents, and Akhwand Ahmad ‘Ali was anxious to 
get rid of them somehow, and employ revenue police 
\n their stead who would obey him properly. Akhwand 
Ahmad ‘Ali now finding his opportunity went to Jawd- 
hir ‘All K^hdn in the presence Of a number Of people, 
threw his turban on the ground, and said: “ One servant 
“ has killed another and you, who are the master of 
“'both parties, do not punish the criminal; if any one 
. “ were to kill me, there will then be the same apathy.’^ 
Jawdhir ‘Ali Khdn was dumb and the people present 
applauded. Mamrez Khdn, who was depending bn 
Aj^hwand Ahmad ‘Ali^s support, was thimderstrUOk 
and confounded. He lost his self-possession and wis 
unable to speak, thinking that all the Begam^s servants 
and sepoys had become his enemies, and the Very head 
agent of the establishment ’to whom he had looked for 
protection was more than all others eager for his des- 
truction, and he believed that if he got up to leave he 
would be killed outside the door. He would not move 
all day from the spot where he was, and he hardly 
knew where he was sitting. His colour kept chang- 
ing from white to black and ’from black to white. %e 
ate nothing all day and ‘grew bilious, and Ms tlffOat 
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^ md lips became so dry that he could not eyeii make 
a sign, ^^ot a friend, small or great, took any notice 
of him. Most people refrained from speaking to him; 
for fear of Akhwand Ahmad ‘All’s resentment or dis- 
pleasure: and I wa$ doubly distressed because I had 
the closest connection with Akhwand Ahmad ‘Ali. 
The latter happened to say to nie that he was going 
into the office on ‘Ambar ‘Ali Khdn’s premises to 
sit down, and that I was to remain in attendance 
on Jawdhir ‘Ali Khdn, and I was to listen to what 
remarks the persons around him made, and ascertain 
the bent of his master’s mind. When I got this oppor- 
tunity, I asked Mamrez Khdn by a sign of my hand 
what was the matter. He signed that he wanted water. 
As fast as I could, I procured some dry bread from 
a shop and asked my servant for some water in an 
earthen pot, and conveyed them secretly in the evening 
to Mamrez Khdn on the top of the staircase leading to 
the roof. Although he did not get time to take m<5r|e 
than a mouthful, and even that he could not swallow, 
still he obtained some relief by drinking the water and 
said: “ Life is ti^e dearest of all things. It is going. 
“ What am I to do? ” When I saw this, I was overcome 
and fear moved me. I said: “ Come with me to the 
“ roem above the gate and spend the night with me.” 
He said: “ That would not do, for that would lead to 
disagreement between you and Akhwand Ahmad ‘AH,. 
“ and G-od knows into what trouble you would fall; you 
n would find it difficult to maintain your position in the 
“ service. If you continue in the service, my interests. 
“ will be secured somehow by degrees.” As what he 
said was prudent, I approved of it, and 1 said: “ It 
“ iS,eems adyisable ihat you should sit where you are 
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“tand wait for another watch to pass. When Jawdhir 
“ ‘All Khdn leaves, put your hand to the foot of his 
“ palankeen and escort him to the Bahu Begam’s gate. 
“ There are still a hundred and fifty of your brother 
“ Mewdtis there. Go to them and stay there, and 
“ salute your master there, but do not come any more 
“ to Jawdhir ‘Ali Khdn’s private house.” He followed 
this advice and escaped the attacks of the people. 

After some days his enemies concerted a plan and 
sent for his paternal uncle’s son, Bhikbdri Kbdn, who 
was employed with fifty men at Simrauta, one of the 
mahdls of tbe jdgir. He came in with his people and 
demanded revenge for his brother's murder; and Bhiire 
Khdn, that lieutenant of Mewdtis who commanded a hiiur 
dred men in Bahdr ‘Ali Khdn’s service, and Ghdsi 
Khdn Mewdti, a servant of the Nawdb Begam’s, sided 
with him. They bound themselves together under an 
oath. When he found himself supported, he applied to 
Jawdhir ‘Ali Khdn to give up to him Mamrez Khdn 
and his son, a boy only ten years of age. Jawdhir ‘AH 
Khdn said: “ The actual murderers are here in custody. 
“Take them. Mamrez Khdn and his #Son did not kill 
“ Shahab Khdn.” Bhikhdri Khdn replied: “ Yazid, the 
“ accursed, did not kill Jmdm Husen. Ibn Zi,dd and 
“ Shimar did all that was done. Why do people curse 
“ Yazid to this day ? ” To this jawdhir ‘Ali Khdn 
answered: “Ko one killed Yazid in return for the Imdm’s 
“death, but people were satisfied with cursing him. 
“ You curse Mamrez Khdn and have done with him.” 
Bhikbdri Khan insisted on his demand. Eighteen days 
passed, and this contention continued. Jawdhir ‘All 
JKhan did not wish anything to happen to Mamrez 
Khdn, but his domestics and attendants unanimously 
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* agreed in counsel that, if he could be turned out through 
this quarrel, it would be well; but, if not, it would be 
harder to effect his removal afterwards. 

One night Jawdhir ^Ali Khdu and a learned man, 
named Mir KaM, and I were sitting together. Jawdhir 
*AH Khdn stated legal points, and I remained silent, 
although I knew the correct view, and made a sign to 
Mir Kalld, who ruled that the blood was on the actual 
murderers and not on Mamrez Khd;n or his son. As 
Jawdhir ^Ali Khan’s mind was now settled, he sent for 
Bhikhdri Khdn and said to him : The deceased has 
“ no heir but you, and the men who are with you are 
“my servants. If I were now to remove them and 
“ place them under another oflScer, you would be left 
“ alone and even Bhiire Khdn and Ghdsi Khdn will not 
“ be able to do anything for you. It is better for 
“ you to forgive the murder to please me, and I will 
“give you a thousand rupees and a shawl and the com- 
“mandof two thousand Mewdtis.’^ As he was a fool, 
he declined the off’er, and said : “ It is only consistent 
“ with your influence and position to grant either one 
“of two things: either hand Mamrez Khdn and his son 
“ over to me, or let the two of us, plaintiff* and defendant, 

“ meet and fight it out in an open place outside the city. 

“ Let God give the victory to whom he pleases.” 

To-morrow when the snn appears, I go 
“ With club to face Afrasi,db my foe,” 

Jawdhir ‘Ali Khdn now grew hot with rage and 
said: “ I elect the latter alternative, on the condition 
“that, if Mewdtis join you, I shall say nothing, but, if 
“ any other people join either of you, I shall send a 
“cannon and; some of my servants to aid the other 
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“^sidfe/' Tlie reasb^tf of hte impbiiiifg tMs coirditiort Wsci^ , 
this'. Ah influential Mew&ti' named D^rdb Khdn had 
died some time before and left an* adopted son who wab 
also called Ghdsi Kh^n. He was now stationed* as a 
police magistrate at Naurdhi^ ten miles out of the city, 
with a company of irregulars. He was secretly in 
league with Bhikhdri KhdiU, and had formed a plot. 
He was to occupy the roof of Yiisuf ‘Ali Kh{in’'s house, 
which is at the south gate of the fort, with fifty men 
with loaded muskets, and fire down a volley upon Mam- 
rez Kh^n when he was passing out by the heraldic gate 
with his men to leave the city:- and he calculated that 
Bhfire Khdn, Bah4r ‘Ali Khdn’s employ^, would come 
ifp on his rear, and Gh^si Kh4n, Muharram ‘Ali Khdn's 
servant, would come up in front, while fifty Sibitkhd- 
nis of Akhwand Ahmad ^Ali^s, who were close at hand 
at ‘Ambar ‘Ali Kh^n^s door, and spectators from the 
ci^, who would come up on all sides carrying arms, 
would close him in on the flank, and he would be 
killed on the spot. Some informers conveyed to Mam- 
rez Khan intimation of this danger and he left the fori 
by the east gate with ten or twelve mounted nien and 
twp hundred infantry, passed through the cross-roads 
at Mir Ahmad ‘Ali Bdnsiwdla^s, and went on through 
Goshdin Himmat Bahddur's cantonment, and took up his 
position in the open space known as Ddbdsar. He then . 
addressed his companions: ‘-lam a man of means. I 
“ shall pay you from m^’^ private purse. I care not though 
“ Jawdhir ‘Ali Khdn had dismisdbd uS.'^ On hearing 
his words his companions prepared to sell theit lives* 
When Bhikhdri Khdn found his hopes unrealized and 
his fancies vain, he hung his head and w'buld hot nToVb. 
His fifty fighting men who '^ei’e Wifh hini said: “ Ifoii 





wa6t t6 leai rrs io death wltli you. Thi^ is the tiB^e 
“fortrs to fight. Tell us whose servants we are and 
“ who is to pay us.” He replied: “lam a poor mao, 
“ brother of the mtirdered man. For God’s sake stands 
“ by me.” They replied: “We are not tired of life 
“ and we are not discontented.” He. went to Bhdre, 
Bahdr ‘AH Khdn’s servant, and laid his head at his 
feet. Bhdre now began to talk in a different strain : 
“ I am servant of another: I will go to him and ask him. 
“ If he give toe leave, I will join you.” At this moment 
a note came from Mamrez Khdn to Jawdhir ‘Ali Khdn, 
telling him he was standing in the field waiting for his 
opponent, but had not yet seen even his dust. Then 
a madebearer was sent to turn Bhikhdri l^lidn out 5f 
Ydsuf‘Ali Khdn’s premises. There was nothing left 
for him but to go, and he went out with ten or a score 
meto cheerless and disheartened. He met Ghdsi Khdn 
in the Chauk and he laid his turban at his feet, Ghdsi 
Kbdn was at first moved by feelings of brotherhood 
and lifted his flag in his own hand and accompanied 
hito with ten or a score men. In all forty or fifty men 
went out to the field, and all the people of the city 
sat armed on the city walls. There was a wonderful 
commotion. The moment Bhikhdri l^hdn and his sup*- 
porters passed beyond the outpost and came face to 
face with their enemy, Mamrez Ehdn called on Bhi- 
khari Khan to fight and shouted out : “ The onus of 
“ the first attack lies on you.” While this was goiipf 
ph, the eunuchs informed the Nawab Begam that Ohdai 
iE’Mn had igone put to assist his brother, and disv 
missed him and his troop from her service. When tire 
neWs t>f this reached him and his meni they dropped off 
one %y ohe and teturn-ed to the city . This continued 
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tij:l tlie afternoon, when Bhikhdri Khdn and Ghdsi Klhdn 
found not one supporter left. They two remained on 
the held till evening. Mamrez Khdn then said it was 
not fair or brave to stand with two hundred men facing 
two. He dismounted and pitched his tent. Bhikhdri 
Khdn returned alone and threw himself at Jawdhir ‘Ali 
l^hdn’s gate, and the latter told me to tell him : “ I 
“ offered you the command of two thousand men, and 
money and a robe of honour, but you were led astray 
‘‘ by fools and tried to work mischief ; this is the result. 

Leave my door and abide with those fools.” He 
went away alone in utter distress. Mamrez Khdn re- 
mained three days in the field. When the Bahu 
Segam heard of this, she said to Jawdhir ‘Ali Khdn: 
“ Mamrez Khdn has cost me a lak of rupees and has 
“ done nothing for me yet. Why should I turn him 
“ away and ruin him ? Send for him with due marks 
“ of honour and let him continue on guard at my 
“house.” 

When Mamrez Khdn set out on his return under 
such flattering auspices, the whole population of the 
city from the highest to the lowest went forth to greet 
him. The people who had on another day cried: “ Hit 
him, kill him, ” now met him with obsequious expres- 
sions of flattery. He entered the fort in great pomp 
and state. But Akhwand Ahmad ‘AH now became 
exceedingly perplexed and disturbed in his mind and . 
asked me for my advice, and said: “I spoke that day 
“ in improper terms about him without cause. The 
“worst of it is that the Bahu Begam has now shown 
“her regard for him and recalled him with honour. 
“He is now so proud that he raises his head to te 
“ stars. What I wanted, I have not effected and his 
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, men are employed in all the mahdls of the jdgir^ 

If he wishes to make himself obnoxious, he can sweep 
“ a lak of rupees off to Mewdt when a consignment of 
“ treasure is being despatched to the treasury. What 
‘‘could I do? I shall be held responsible. Again his 
“ Mewdtis are in every street and lane. If he resorts 
“ to treachery when I am returning home at night, 
“ what is to be done?” I was quite sure of Mamrez 
Khdn in my own mind, but I did not say so, and went 
on concurring with all he said. When night set in, 
he went to his house which was outside the fort. He 
sent his horse away and went on foot with one hundred 
and fifty men. I took my sword and shield and accom- 
panied him. When I returned, I found Mamrez Khdn 
standing alone at my quarters waiting for me. The 
moment we met, he fell at my feet and thanked me a 
thousand times. Some spies at once went and told 
this to Akhwand Ahmad ‘Ali. In the morning wh§n 
he came ‘to Jawdhir ‘AH Khdn’s, I told him and said: 

What have you to say? He came last night. He 
“ may come now and he may not.’' “For God’s sake," 
he said, “ keep up your friendship and intimacy with 
“him. Perhaps for your sake he may entertain no 
“evil designs on me." Jawdhir ‘Ali Khdn so far 
punished Mamrez Khdn that he no longer permitted 
him the free access he had formerly enjoyed to his pre- 
sence. He used thereafter to salute outside the door 
like Other officers of small rank. This caused him great 
grief and shame. 

About this time some thieves robbed the houses of 

Boldness of thieves bankers in the city. I was ordered 
in robbing bankers. |;o bring in the landlords of the 

villages round about, * Mamrez Khda was with me. 0» 
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this pretence his old freedom of ingress and egress 
became gradually re-established. Although the history 
of these thieves, who had in the eveniug when the lamps 
were burning carried off the property of the ba»hers 
from their shops, is long and the alarm they created 
lasted for six months, I will here give a brief account 
of it, as it is connected with the history of Faizfibdd. 
There was a young and muscular Hindii named BWm 
Singh, the most powerful athlete of his day. He came 
and settled at Faizdbdd as an agent of Maiku Singh, one 
of Nawdb iisafu’ddaulah's orderlies. He was so very 
haughty that he looked upon every independent man in 
the city as a mere straw. All the eunuchs and the 
p'olice officers were driven to their wits’ end by his misbe- 
haviour, but he restrained himself somewhat before 
Jaw^hir ‘Ali Khdn. He was friendly with the land- 
holders of Sult^npur and gathered round him desperate 
robbers, perfect masters of the art of theft, and kept 
them day and night in a dark confined house. Any one 
whom he noticed to be wealthy, he robbed at night, 
taking one-half of the property himself. 

tfawhhir ‘Ali Khdn used generally an hour before 
sunset to go up to his housetop with his friends and shoot 
arrows at a target, which they placed against one of 
the outoffices of the heraldic gate. Below the house 
there was an armed guard of sepoys ou every iside. 
When the mu’azzin called to sunset prayer, Jaw^dhir ‘Ali 
came down into the courtyard of his house and prayed, 
and the sepoys retired to their homes and laid aside 
their arms. While he was sitting on the housetop one 
evening, ten or twenty of these robbers entered the fort 
by the Delhi Darwdza disguised as boatmen. There 
were twenty-five boats, belonging to the Begain. Jbe 
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• boatmen Used to come occasional! j to me to get 
wages and to ask for repairs. The intruders stood in 
the bdzdr inside the fort in one place talking together, 
and each had a club in his hand. One had a bundle of 
poisoned arrows in his waistband. They were waiting, 
first, for the hour when Jawdhir ‘AH Khdn would come 
down from his housetop and bis sepoys lay aside their 
arms, and, in the next place, for the bankers to gather 
up the money they had lying about in their shops, place 
it in bags and prepare to put them into their boxes:' and 
then they would fall upon them and carry off the bags. 
When the moment they were waiting for came, one of 
them jostled another. He fled. The other drew «a 
sword and pursued him, and he threw himself on T%g 
Ghand, a banker, who had four thousand rupees before 
him. The other struck Teg Chand on the arm land 
disabled him. The rest now ran up with a shout of 
^ alarm to separate the two men, and, lifting the Tour 
bags of money, ran as hard as they could to the ’deer- 
park, which is in the direction of the Guptdr Ghdt. 

Their way they recklessly struck everything 'and every- 
body they met, dogs, cats, and men, women, and^child- 
ren. When they reached the deer-park they dispersed. 
By the time -the sepoys could arm themselves, all trace 
of them Was gone. There was a great outcry in The 
city. The residents went to 'the Begam’s gate and said 
that, when a crime like this was perpetrated within , the 
Tott, notwithstanding the number of sepoys there and 
the residence of the Begam herself, they could not 
manage to lire outside the fort. 

Next morning Jawffir ' ‘AH ’Ehd/n was Differed to 
produce the thieres and he Told me ' to find them. Ten 
spies were oUt looking Tor them Tor fifteen days, but 
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qtpiild get no trace of them. At last I could do no more, 
so I brought in some landowners of the neighbourhood 
of Faizdbdd prisoners. The unfortunate men were for 
a long time kept unjustly in confinement. At la^ the 
banker some twenty days afterwards found a clue, 
apd he came and said that, if a certain peon were arrest- 
ed, the thieves would be traced. I sent a guard of 
regulars. The peon was not caught. His wife and 
a gardener’s wife were arrested and brought up. It 
was late in the night, and 1 did not send for them, but 
ordered them to be detained in custody. Bhim Singh 
got word of this. He dared to send that very peon 
and another with twm regulars into the fort, and told 
them to rescue tlie two women from custody by any 
and every means in their power. As it was the Bahu 
Begam’s order that any one who entered the fort after 
the first watch of night had passed should be arrested, 

' these four men were also arrested. In the morning I 
called up these two women first, and I questioned them. 
The gardener’s wife said: '‘This woman had borrowed 
“ a rupee from me, promising that she would repay 
“ it to me when her husband, who had gone to bring • 
" some thieves, had brought them and he had got his 
“ share from them. Now that the thieves have come 
“ and have committed the theft, I cannot get payment. 

“ I was dunning her last night, when the sepoys seized 
“us both and brought us here.” I then asked the 
peon’s wife what was her husband’s name and whose 
servant he w^as. She said: “ He is called Phulundara and 
“ he is Bhim Singh’s servant.” We were in the middle 
of this interrogation, when Bhim Singh came boldly in 
with some reckless men on foot. He said: “ Four of 
“ my men came into the fort last night to buy grass for 
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* my master^s bullock's, and they bave been unlawfully 
" arrested'.'^ I ordered them to be put forward. When 
they came in, tbe gardener’s wife at once shouted that this 
was fhe other woman’s husband. Although Bhim Singh 
tried to make up a story, he failed. He talked at random 
and was not to the point. We took him to the Begam’s 
gate and stated the facts. The order was given that 
he should be placed in irons, and made over to Hosh- 
mand, who was the chief officer of police at Faiz^b^d. 
This was done. A letter was written on the spot to 
Xsafu’ddaulah informing him of the misbehaviour of 
Maiku Singh’s agent. There came an order in reply 
to this to blow him from a gun. When he was placed 
before Jawdhir ‘Ali Khdu, I saw that he had wastpd 
away and was only skin and bones. He was unable to 
speak and his face kept changing colour. He uttered 
these words with extreme difficulty: “The angel of death 
“ is now on my back. I am all fear. I know not who 
“ I am, where I am, or what I say.” Jaw^hir ‘AHKh4e 
was moved when he saw him. He ordered me to take 
him away on a bullock-’cart with a guard of regulars 
and send him with a report to Lucknow. When he 
appeared in the Nawab Wazlr’s presence, he spared his 
life and ordered him to go across the Ganges and never 
return within his dominions. 

I now return to finish my account of Mamrez ipidn. 

Memoir of Mamrez When he escaped the danger into 

continued. which he had been brought by Sha- 

hdb Khan’s death, he continued to live in security and 
was prosperous, when another adventure occurred. 
There was a half-witted beggar, one may call him mad,, 
who took no thought for bread and water, but lay 
rolling in the dust night and day near Bah^r ‘Ali Khdn’s 




He TOver asked aiiy©iie for artytking -and no 
one ever thonght of taking any notice of Mm. The 
onily solothing he wore was a mg about as big as the 
hand to cover his person. T^he walls of the Moti ]®ahal 
were very high, more than twelve cubits, and on tside, 
right np against the walls on all four sides, were the 
iineB of houses occupied by the Mewdti infantry, and 
they spent the whole night awake and on guard. 
rBesides this fifty Mew^tl under command of a subaltern 
used to walk round the palace all night playing fifes 
and^oymbals. Then at the door of the Begam’s harem 
there were at the first entrance a guard ofuegulars, at 
the second Bahelija infantry, and at the third near the 
iinner door there was a staif rof messengers employed to 
bring supplies from the h4zdr, and with'them ehel^* and 
beadles who carried silver maces. Beyond and inside 
them all were Kashmiri women, big fat women, who were 
even better than men for watch and ward. Then came 
a.door which used to be locked both inside and outside, 
dnside^the seraglio near the door were albthe eunuchs, 
about twenty-five counting both the old and the young, 
irtesent on guard. In the Bahu Begam’s private bed- 
room, where she used to sleep on an ebony bed to 
mark Iher mourning for ShujdM’ddaulah, four smart 
Mughal women kept watch by turns. Whether angels 
or genii transported him no one knows, but this 
mad beggar got inside notwithstanding all these abund- 
ant; precautions. With all his filthiness, especially his 


* ‘ Chelfi ’ here and in other similar passages denotes what is called 
also*“''Naukar Khanazad,” dependents or servants horn of the slave 
girls, .and living on the premises. The word ^also sometimes denotes 
boys made eunuchs by a senior eunuch, who is termed their ‘ guru I 
have sometimes translated the word chela' by “novice” when thus 
used. 
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«:tnuddj ffeet, he sat dbw?i on the ebony bedstead. 
When the Bahn Begam turned over, her eyes fell 
upon this capital offender, and she threw herself off 
the ffed as q[uick as she could and uttered a shriek. 
Hundreds of the women of the seraglio and the 
eunuchs ran in and beheld the scene. The beggar 
sat on in silence. For all their questioning, not a 
word would he utter. They brought him out and in 
the morning at the or<ler of Hakirn. Mu^dlij Khdn they 
cut off his feet at the ankles, and he died on the 
spot. The eunuchs were opposed to the death sentence, 
but they had no voice in the matter, and they attributed 
this offence to Mamrez Khdn. They removed his guard| 
and appointed a body of regulars in their stead. This 
was a great disgrace to him and his star began to decline. 
He hung his head in shame. A letter came unexpectedly 
from the officer attached to the Parsadhipur mahdl to 
Akhwand Ahmad ‘Ali to the effect that Masita Khd<«, 
Mamrez Khdn’s brother’s son, who had only attained mah- 
hood, had violated the daughter of an influential Afghdn; 
that the young woman had thrown herself into a well 
from shame and committed suicde; and the Afghdns 
had come together and were ready to create a public 
disturbance. This letter happened to be read by Jawd- 
hir ‘Ali Khdu. I brought Mamrez Khdn before Jawdbii? 
‘Ali Khdn and he said to him; “I cannot fight against 
“fate. These daily occurrences are fortune’s blows.” 
Jawdhir ‘Ali Khdn in a tempest of fury replied: “Go 
“ and bring away all the men under your command with 
“you.” Mamrez Khdu went and brought with him 
all his soldiers ; four hundred were dismissed and 
three hundred retained.’ I did my utmost at this time to 
soohe him, telling him the days were against him, 

L 
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hut they would soon pass over; that he must he patienf , 
and trust in Providence. 

After some time he had mote men about hipa and 
under his command than before. Heaven prospered 
him and times were favourable. His wife, Ttho was a 
wonderfully clever and wise woman, Said to him : “ The 
days of our adversity are over, and fortune now favours 
‘‘ us. That was a brave man who shared all your 
“ troubles with you. Tell me who he Was. I wish to 
“ seehim.^’ He came and took me with him, pretending 
he wished me to see Muhammad ‘IMj Kh^n^s house in 
which they Were living. He sat me down on a bench 
and first of all brought out into the courtyard and placed 
before me thirteen horses which he had in his stables: 
then he laid twelve shawls on the bench: and then he 
presented me with a naar of three thousand five hundred 
rupees, and, taking his wife and little daughter and his 
son hy the hand, he threw himself at my feet and said: 

“ My property and my wife and children, all I have, I 
“ owe to you. Bestow them as you please.” I paused 
and reflected. I said to myself that if I were to take all, 
it would be very unwise, and if I were to content myselT 
with a little, it would be soon spent: and I felt that 
moment a sufficient return for my sympathy ; so I 
thought it better I should take nothing. I therefore 
replied: “ I accept all, but as the place where I live is 
“ Jawdhir ‘Ali Khdn^s door and there is no room there 
“for all these things, keep them here with yon.^’ I 
rose to leave. He was even more grateful to .mo than 
before and never failed in his regard for me as long # 
he lived. 







. When Bahdr ^Ali Kh^n was on the point of death 

Account of the im- ‘l-e Stopping of his supply 

|)risoQmeut of the of Opium j he agreed to surrender 
eunuchs resumed; hotise; 156 

Was ordered to put this in Writing. He admitted fifty;- 
five lake atd signed for that amount, They sent the 
agreement to Jaw^hir ‘Ali Khdn. He refused to sign 
it, saying that he was not the Bahu Begam^s treasurer. 
They pressed him until at last he became helpless and 
was compelled to affix his seal to the agreement. Next 
day they put the two eunuchs in open litters and sent 
them ofif under a guard of two Oompanies. They arrived 
in the Chauk Bdzdr. They were ordered not to go into 
the Motf Bdgh. They remained where they were and 
sent and asked the Bahii Begam for permission to pay 
the money. They were told to pay it. The guard 
took them to Bahdr ‘Ali Khdn’s premises. They 
brought oiit sixteen laks of current rupees and one lak 
and twenty-five thousand gold pieces, and hatided thefij. 
over. They borrowed one lak of rupees from the 
Nawdb Begam and, to make up this sum, some precious 
stones, which Were taken from the chains of huqqah- 
bowls, were thrown in. The money w.as taken and 
sent to Lucknow. 


An order was git^en that the elintlchs should be 
fettered and fetters were placed on their feet. One 
day Haidar Beg Khdn, who Was the author of all this, 
came to inquire after these unfortunate prisoners and 
looked at them. He pretended for a while to be in 
tears and said: “ I had no knowledge of this. I shall 
“go and represent matters to the Nawdb Wazir and 
“ have your fetters removed.’^ His object in this was 
to impress them with his power, as if he had said: 
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t‘ You were bent upon my overthrow, but, instead of ^ 
“ that, see bow quickly I have managed to involve you 
“ in distress.” After this be told them that tbeir jAgfi'S 
bad been confiscated to tbe English, and tbatf they 
could, if they liked, bold them on farm. Jawdhir ‘Ali 
Khdn sent for Akbwand Ahmad ‘Ali. The latter ex- 
pressed bis disapproval of tbe proposal. Half an hour 
after Haidar Beg Kbdu bad returned to his tent, be 
ordered that tbeir fetters should be struck off. Tbe 
warders removed the fetters, hut the eighth day after 
the departure of the Nawdb Wazir, who went to Luck- 
now without bidding bis mother and grandmother good- 
.hye, they put them again on the eunuchs’ feet. It 
Vas not enough to put on a single pair of fetters on 
each, but an order was giv'en for double fetters, 
Tbougb they were light, still they were fetters and 
the distress caused was obvious. After that no commu- 
nication was made to show what was the offence for 
which they were now left behind in confimament. The 
eunuchs submitted quietly to their fate. 

A Frenchman named Jaques* was left behind with 
Mr. Brown, f Mr. HeadJ and two or three others, 
nnd a regiment to guard the eunuchs and hold the 
fort. Captain Jaques removed the eunuchs from 
Bahdr ‘Ali Khdn’s house, because it was close to the 
Moti Mahal and the walls and roofs adjoined, and he 
lodged them in . Jawd-hir ‘Ali Khdn’s house. They 
were kept in the closest confinement. The Bahu 
Begam continued to reside with the Nawdb Begam in 


* Captain Leonard Jaques. 
t Major Brown. 

"X This name I cannot verify. It may be incorrectly gven. 
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the Moti Bdgh. Akhwand Ahmad ^Ali and I wer§ 
alone left at the gate. There were also a few young 
eunuchs there. Notone of them was fit to discharge 
any responsibility, but only equal to menial duties. 
‘Aqalmand, who was the greatest favourite among all Ja- 
wfibir ‘Ali Khdn’s underlings, and had an elephant and 
palankeen allowed him, left the very first day and went 
to Hasan Razd Kh4n. Nishdt ‘Ali Khdn also pitched 
his tent in the same camp. After some days Khurram, 
Suhail, and Naghat slipped away one by one hoping 
to better their fortunes and went to Lucknow without 
taking leave. Although Akhwand Ahmad ‘Ali remon- 
strated with these men and removed all their pretexts, 
such as non-payment of wages, personal impecuniosity^ 
and want of funds, still they fled, and kept flying until 
at last the clerks, barbers, and wavsbermen obtained 
advances of their wages, whereupon they fitted them- 
selves out and migrated to Lucknow, Shame take 
that gambler, Fate, who works misfortunes ! Here wa§ 
the Bahu Begam, the wedded wife of Nawtib Shujd.‘u’d- 
daulah, at whose doorstep in his lifetime all the nobles, 
of this province used to bow their heads, and esteemed’ 
it an honour to speak to her maidservants, reduced,, 
and her old and loyal servants with her, to straits such 
as these in the days of her son’s rule. The worst of 
all was that when she sent for her own brother, Naw4b 
Sdlar Jang, to speak with him, he declined to come to see 
his sister, by whose grace he had risen to the ranks of the 
nobility. After many entreaties and much pressure he 
came with great reluctance and sat with her for a moment 
at the Nawdb Begam’s private doorj and then, though 
the lady spoke to him with so loud a voice that everyone 
anywhere near the door could hear her, he would not 
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i&ove Ms lips to speak and made her no reply. He " 
left in a few minutes trembling and alarmed, while the 
Bahu Begarn said: ‘‘You may go: all that I looked 
“ for from you, I hope my God will do for me. He is 
‘■my keeper, my helper, and my supporter.” The 
heads of yariou.s establishments, such as the elephant 
stalls, stables, cowsheds, came every day to the gate 
and cried out that the animals were dying for want of 
fodder. The answer made was: ‘‘If they are dying, 
let them die, I have not a copper myself.” 

After some days a letter came from Haidar Beg 
Khdn, asking the BahuBegam to send one of her accounts 
ants to Lucknow to have the value of the gold coins 
and precious stones estimated in his presence. Chet 
accountant, was accordingly sent on A^hwand 
Ahmad ‘All’s selection. Some valuators of precious 
sjtones were meanwhile tutored and hronght up before 
him at Lucknow. They estimated property worth fifty 
thousand rupees at ten thousand : and they valued 
every one of the gold coins, which were worth sixteen 
rupees each, at thirteen only, Chet Edi dared not 
under the circumstances utter a syllable. In this way 
they made out an account to suit their own wishes, 
showing six laks and fifty thousand rupees still due to 
them out of the fiftyrfive laks which Bahd,r ‘Ali Khd.n 
had covenanted in writing to pay. For this sum they 
applied and on this pretence kept the ennuchs a whole 
year in imprisonment. 

One day Major Brown and Mr. Head, when they 
Went out for an airing, called to see the imprisoned 
eunuchs and sat down with them. They found out how 
thejr were innocent of any crime and Said to IheM^f 
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* All this maltreatment to which you are subject is due 
“ to counsels in which Mr. Hastings is a sharer. When 
“the details of it reach the Company in London through 
“ the despatches of the Members of Council at Calcutta, 

“ he will be censured, and your release will follow with- 
“ out any one’s intervention or exertions: and all that has 
“happened since you have been imprisoned will come 
“ to be understood by you a year hence.” This afforded 
them some little consolation. Two persons were per- 
mitted by the English officers to visit Jawdhir ^Ali 
Khdn. One was D4rdb *Ali Khdn, I was the other. 
Ddrdb ^Ali Khdn went every day, and I every second 
day. Whatever I had been able to gather about events 
at Lucknow from the Nawdb Begam’s agent, I used tcJ 
tell him when I went to see him. In this way four 
months rolled over us, and not a word passed on either 
side to end the situation. We were reduced to complete 
despair. -The eunuchs’ friends and the Bahu Begam’s 
servants were now in extreme distress. All that they 
had laid by in their houses, they had spent in this 
period of idleness. When they had neither naoney nor 
property left, they were in great straits from the want 
or deficiency of the necessaries of life, clothing and food, 
Mamrez Khdn Mewdti appealed to the Bahu Begam : 

“ Were I alone, I should stay at this door as long as T 
“ lived. I have fifty persons dependent upon me. Your 
“ servant will comply with whatever you may he pleased 
“ to order in his case.” The answer was given: “ Unless 
“ the jdgir he restored, the Begam can do nothing. Let 
“ him go somewhere for some time and do what he can 
*^‘for himself. When better days come, the Begam 
“will provide for him.’^ The poor fellow kissed the 
doorsteps in tears and left in grief. 
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At this juncture the Bahu Begam received u letter^ ^ 

The Naw^b Wazir Naw'db Xsafu’ddaulah and- 

and Haidar Beg write an application from Haidar Beg^ 
to the Begam. Khdn. The former was to the 'effect' 

that the outlaw, B^ja Balbhadr, had come into her jdgirs- 
with a large following of villagers and was creating a^ 
public disturbancej and that this was probably done afr 
t^awdhir ‘Ali Khdii’s instigation. The Naw^b Wazir 
went on to advise her to admonish the eunuch or he 
would himself call on him for an explanation. The 
application forwarded by Haidar Beg Khdn was to this 
effect: Six laks and fifty thousand rupees are still due 
“ from the eunuchs. As this sum is due to the English^ 
^it is hoped that you will order them to pay it. They 
‘‘ are imprisoned for this money. Sarfardzu’ddaulah and 
“ your correspondent are your servants. We are 
“ utterly helpless in this matter, or we should not fail to 
“ do our utmost to serve you.” The Bahu Begam 
ordered Khairu'unisd, her letter-writer, to draft a reply 
to each of these communications. She wrote according 
to her own notions. As her handwriting was had, 
fepfirchand, Jawdhir ‘AH Bfidn^s secretary, was told to 
make fair copies. He was a slow writer and could not 
copy them in a whole day, although the di*aft had been 
prepared by another. The Bahu Begam grew tired of 
his slow performance and sent Zamurrad, a eunuch, to 
Akhwand Ahmad ‘AH and told him that, as he knew, 
Jawdhir ‘All Khdn, who was her secretary, was not 
then within her reach, but he used to talk a great deal 
of the abilities of one of his clerks, Lachhmi N^rdin^ as 
a letter-writer; that he was now to find out where 'he was 
^nd to send for him, Jjachhmi N^riin was a great 
master of the art of letter- writing and famOM,^ ^ 
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had then 'fallen ont of employment and was living at 
Awadh.* Messengers went for him and brought him 
and Sent in word to the Begam that he had arrived. 
An order was sent for him to take a seat. The poor 
fellow waited from a watch before nightfall till a watch 
of night had passed, but no one asked for him or came 
to look for him. He could wait no longer : so he got 
up and went to a friend’s house and retired to sleep. 
Akhwand Ahmad ‘Ali also quietly left the harem 
door and went to the house where his children, whom 
he had by a mistress, were living. He told me to lie 
down in his place. When it was past midnight the same 
eunuch, Zamurrad, came and called out: “Akhwand I 
“ open the door/’ I opened the door and I saw that he 
held in his hand several letters on white paper. He was 
looking for the letter -writer and saying: “ Where is 
“ Akhwand gone? Tell me where he is.” I replied that 
the letter- writer was not a servant of any one’s ; he had 
waited for two watches and had then left: and Akhwand 
Ahmad ‘AH had gone to his house in Sabzlmandl on 
an urgent call; and I asked him to tell me what he 
wanted. He said: “We want no one now: write your- 
self.” I was something of a letter-writer myself and 
I set to. I saw that Khairu’nnisi’s language was halt- 
ing and unsuitable to the rank of the correspondents. 
I cancelled it all, and without a copy I wrote in another 
style all that the Begam wished to say, and sent ip 
the letters. When the eunuch returned quickly, as he 
■did, to the Begam, she thought that possibly the writer 
was not then present. He announced that he had got 
the letters written and had brought them. The Begam 


*Ajudliiy6 or Ayodhyd. 
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repiarked r “ He is a very rapid writer,” and tlie eunuQh 
told her that the person she wanted was not present, 
but Shekh Faiz Bakhsh, a brother of Akhwand Ahmad 
'Ali’s, one of Jaw^hir ‘Ali Khdn’s servants, had written 
them thus quickly. Khairu’nnisd was told to read them 
and say had they been written according to the draft 
given or was there anything more or less. She read 
them and told the Begam that there was not a word of the 
original to be found, that the whole substance had been 
invented and written out of my own head. The Begam 
grew angry and ordered them to bring me to the door. 

I went. Khairu’nnisd abused me very soundly. I 
answered through the eunuch Zamurrad that these 
letters were addressed by a noble personage to nobles? 
that in such a case hard and intemperate language was 
unbecoming in the affairs of state. I begged that, to 
do me justice, the two letters should be next morning 
subpaitted to the Nawdb Begam, who was a perfect 
connoisseur in the art of letter-writing ; and I added that, 
if that lady did not like ray composition, I should merit 
displeasure. “ Very well,” they said. Next morning the 
elder lady expressed herself greatly pleased with my 
style and praised me. An order was given that from 
that day I should write the answers to all letters for 
the Begam. Zamurrad ceased to be the medium of 
communication and Ddrdb ‘Ali Kh4n was told that as 
he was one of Jawdjbir ‘Ali Khdn’s novices,* and the 
writer one of his servants, he should in future be the 
medium of instructions to be conveyed for letters. For 

♦ I have found it hard to get a word for a eunuch’s “bachg^na,” 

It implies a relation existing between one who has been in his boyhoo(| . 
castrated and the older man who performed the operation or caused life 
be performed ; that relation is spoken of m chela and 
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tliree years after this I was employed as tlie Bega^j’s 
secretary. 

!g[;hairu’miisd had written in reply to Xsafu’ddaulah’s 
letter in this style; “ Jawdhir ‘Ali Kbdn has not sent 
“ for Balbhadr ; whoever says so, tells a lie. Beat him 
with your shoe, and drive him out of the city.^’ She 
had gone o?i in this fashion until she had covered a whole 
sheet of paper on both sides. Her answer to Haidar 
Beg Khdn ran: “ My servants are dying of hunger and 
my cattle are dying. My jdgir has been confiscated 
and.you have imprisoned my eunuchs and carried off 
by force all the money I had. Where have 1 got any 
^‘'money? Now have pity on the unhappy state •of 
j^safu’ddaulah’s old mother. Send something to keep 
■‘‘her: and release her j^girs.’’ She had gone on at 
great length in this fashion. I completely changed the 
whole composition and wrote the following instead; — ■ 


‘‘ My dear son,— I have read your letter, and I under- 


The Bahiu Begam’s 
reply to i^safu’ddau- 
lah’s letter. 


“ stand its contents. I hear that 
“ you are chiefly fond of reading 
“ historical works: so tell me once 


for all, have you ever read in any book of any fondly 
loved son, from the days of Adam to your own, who, 


“having a mother to whom he owes his birth, who 
“ cherished and nourished him in many ways and cated 
“for him after she had brought him into the world, 
“ spent her whole life in promoting his happiness; who 
had no other son but him, and who felt the whole en- 
joyment of her life bound up in him; who, when his 
“ father died, leaving several sons of eminent qualifica- 
“ tions, and his grandmother and the army and officers 
“ of state were inclined to place one of those other soh^ 
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“ Upon the seat of government and commit to him the 
“ care of the country and its revenues and army, 
managed really by the help of God, although appar- 
‘‘ ently by her own efforts and plans, to seat him on 
“ the throne — has yet, though he held vast dominions 
“ and had wealth so great that he could not want any- 
thing, been led by the suggestions and seductions of 
“ a few disloyal servants dishonourably and violently to 
“ wrest from his mother, without her committing any 
fault in public or private, the few mabdls of her jdgir 
“ and her money, the gift of his father, jealously guarded 
“ by her as a provision to secure bim from the effects of 
‘‘ reverses which may overtake him ; has imprisoned 
her servants and handmaids; has afterwards neglected 
“ the maintenance of her household ; soiled his own 
good name; made her of small esteem in the eyes 
of the world; and, although claiming to be a Muslim, 
“ has forgotten the text of the Qurdn which says : ‘ 8ay 
“ ‘Ihou not unto them [thy parents] even ‘uffM There 
“ have always been instances and cases always will 
“ happen where fathers and sons, sons and fathers, and 
“ hyothers and brothers, sbed each other’s blood for 
d the sake of empire and imprison one another: but 
“ tell me for yourself what answer will you give at the 
“ day of judgment in the world to come? Moti Singh, 
“ Bhaw^ni Singh, Nawdz Singh, and other penniless 
“ rustics, have squandered laks of rupees from your 
“ estate and they are not called to account. Is this 
“ all your conception of what good faith, government, 
“ and sagacity mean, that you now disclose by your 
“ conduct ; that you believe the connection attributed 
“ to Jaw^hir ^Ali Khdn with the outlawed Balbhadr^ 
“aii^ write a complaint to mean the subject? Hejs 
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“ neither a landholder nor a noble of these realms that 
“ the tenantry should at his bidding rally round Bal- 
“ bhadr, and that he should raise an insurrection like 
“ Chet Singh of Bandras. As long as he was my phief 
“ officer of police in those parts, all the peasantry were 
“ submissive to him. You have in your dominions 
“ many discharged collectors. Has one of them ever 
“ gathered round him the landholders or the tenantry 
“ of the district that he formerly administered, and used 
“them to create a disturbance? If any one of them 
“ has ever done so, Jawdhir ‘Ali Khdn is guilty. Do 
“ you not know that this outlaw is an old enemy of 
“society? What trouble did his grandfather not give 
“to Nawdb Burhdnu’hnulk? His father, Pem Sin^h 
“ and his slave, Nawal Singh, resisted Nawdb Safdar 
“ Jang time after time. He himself has fought several 
“ times with Nawdb Shajd‘u’ddaulah, Nawdb Muham- 
“ mad Quli Khdn, Beni Bahddur, Hhuldm Husen Kfadn 
“Karora, and Zainu’rdbdin Khdn, and he has seven 
“ times had encounters with the managers of my jdgirs. 
“ To come to the point, it is utterly unbecoming per- 
“ SODS of great dignity and station to complain that they 
“ are embarrassed and paralyzed by low creatures: and 
“ it does not befit a ruler. To complain of one^s equals 
“is of course nothing unusual. You have, thank Hea- 
“ ven, troops and artillery in abundance, and the English 
“ are also your allies. When will all these resources 
“ be called into service ? Great nobles do not go out 
“ to do battle with a man who merely opposes the 
“police of a mahdi. A troop of horse is sufficient to 
“ quash and expel him. May you in future be led by 
“good counsel’* 



190 


Imprisonment oi* 


^‘To Haidar Beg Klid,n, — have read your note^ 


Reply sent by thei 
Babii Begam to Haidar 
heg’s application. 


“ which contained much that was 
“ untrue and much that was imper- 
“ tinenti You know what was .true 


“ and what Was false in it< You write that yon and Sar- 
“ fardzu’ddaitlah are my servants, and that this money 
“ is due from the eunuchs to the Company, and you 
“ ask me to order them to send it. The extent of your 
“ service has been illustrated by recent occurrences* 
“ When you came last to FaizdbM with my sou you did 
“ not come to pay your respects to me. This was of 
“ course the usual practice of slaves and the children 
of slaves, and of loj^al and respectful old servants. 


“Asa general rule among men of the world, when 
*' great people fall out about business affairs, judicious 
“ advisers and prudent agents endeavour to smooth 
“ over ill-feeling and suggest to their masters all kinds 
“of specious explanations to satisfy their minds. It is 
“ for such occasions that wise friends are kept. ‘ Thou 
“ ‘ must have a friend better than thyself.’ By their 
healing and soothing language, remembering their 
obligations to their masters, they exert themselves so 
“ that their words take effect, and win praise and enco* 
^‘mium, and earn a lasting good name* They .become 
^‘meritorious in the sight of God and famous in the 
“eyes of men for their sagacity. Intelligence, and 
^‘ loyalty. On this occasion when my beloved son, not- 
“ withstanding previous covenants and agreements, con- 
“ trary to expectation asked me for money, and I, 
“ knowing that he has three provinces under his rule, and 
“ that he expends tlie revenues on useless and unworthy 
“ objects, such as the purchase of elephants in numbers 
“ wholly beyond his necessities, and on shows and 
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^‘fiireWorks, and tinjustifiable and unwarrantable pre- 
“ sents, and on the elevation of worthless rustics and 
“peasants, and showing them favours and enriching 
“ thm with laks of rupees^ and that he pajs no atten- 
“ tion or regard to his finances, made Some little delay 
“ in complying with his request, he imprisoned mj serv- 
“ ants who were custodians of my treasure, took what 
“ was in their coffers, and went ■ back to Lucknow. 
“ In this • instance, why did you not then, if you are 
“ really my servant, come to my door and address 
“ me properly by means of petitions or through the 
“ medium of my eunuchs, or give my son good advice 
“ in this matter ? It is said that you are in daily 
“ communication with my son about affairs at Lucknolr, 
“and that, although he understands nothing about 
“ public affairs, and he is naturally disinclined to meddle 
“ with them, you do nothing without informing him. 
“ Good God 1 is this your return for all my favours and 
“kindness, past and present? It is strangest of all and 
“ most astonishing, that you write that the eunuchs are 
“ not paying the Company's money. I’his sounds like 
“ the prattle of a madman or an idiot, and my sou must 
“ be joking. Had the eunuchs farmed a mahdl in 
“ Bengdl or ‘Azfmdbdd, or did they hold their oflSces 
“ in trust from the Company, or have they ever in any 
“ emergency borrowed from the Company and given a 
“ bond, that they should now be liable to the Company 
“ for money, and be now in prison for the amount ? 
“ You should talk sensibly. ‘ A hint to the wise is 
“ ‘ sufficient.^ » * 

♦Arabic proverb. / Af^qilu takfibilisbara.' 
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^ When I wrote these letters without a rough draft 

Narrative reaped. “ ^ood hand, and the 

Nawdb Begam approved of them, 

this served me as an introduction to the Bahu Bugam. 
Jawdhir ‘Ali Khdn and Bahdr ‘Ali Khdn, the leading 
eunuchs and the Begam’s responsible agents, on whose 
advice she depended for everything, were, as already 
said, rigorously confined in their house inside the fort 
and had no freedom. The Babu Begam was living 
with her mother-in-law in the Moti Bdgh. Most of the 
servants, domestics, and armed retainers continued to fly 
in despair. Some new surprise was daily in store and the 
Bahu Begam used to hear that such and such a servant 
has left to day, and so and so has done such and such a 
thing that was wrong. Amid all this, D4rd,b ‘Ali Khdn, 
who was now entering his eighteenth year, and I, who 
was then thirty years of age, as we were employed as 
the Bahu Begara’s correspondents, became her advisers. 
Akhwand Ahmad ‘Ali, who was Jawdhir ‘AH Khfiu’s 
general agent, was eminently endowed with the qualities 
of honesty, trustworthiness, governing power combined, 
ypth a conciliatory manner toward the governed, loyalty 
to his employers, generosity, zeal and bravery, but was, 
on the other hand, retiring and most carefully avoided 
the society and presence of great nobles, such as Shujd‘- 
u’ddaulah, or Asafu’ddaulah, and attendance at the gates 
of the Begam s’ palaces. If ever he happened to have 
to appear to answer any necessary reference, as was 
now the case, when Jawdhir ‘Ali Khhn was in confine- 
ment, and the Begam used to send for him, he did not 
go himself, but he sent me. I was frequently in attend- 
ance at the door in my capacity of letter- writer about 
many private matters which it would be improper to 
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mention to otters. I wished D4rdb ^Ali Kh4n, wh^o 
had now passed beyond boyhood, should take part in 
this important business, that I might have the best 
mean^ of making myself favourably known through him, 
.and that the orders to write weighty communications, 
which were in many instances conveyed to me through 
women, might reach me through him. During this 
period that we were thrown together he studied under 
me the “ Bahdr Dhnish, Nizdm Ganjavi’s “ Shirftr 
Khusro,” Gbanimat’s Masnavis, and letter-writing, and 
he became proficient in the art of conversation. 

Eight miles from Salon there is a town called RasiU- 

»ief account of Da- P"'’> landholders of which ar^ 
rab ‘Ali Khan’s early Kurdizai Saiyads. They have divid- 
ed out the land among themselves 
^nd pursue agriculture, paying the revenue of their lots, 
to the agent of government. The owner of one of 
these lots was jVIir Shdkir ‘Ali. D4r4b Ali Khdtt's 
anscestors were among his tenantry and held a farm of 
sixteen standard bighas, or about ten acres. They 
found it difficult to pay their rent. Dhr4b ‘Ali Kh4n 
was born a eunuch and lived with his parents till he 
was six years old. 

■ In the village of Duna, which lies between Kakori 
and Mohdn, there was a boy four years of age, son of a 
zamiuddr, sleeping in the courtyard of the house, and 
a wolf came and tried to carry off the boy in the night. 
The boy’s father woke up and uttered a scream. The 
wolf was unable to carry off the boy, and satisfied him- 
self with biting off his generative organs. The boy 
lived by God’s grace, though he lost much blood. When 
he recovered, his father presented him as a eunuch to 
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Nawdb Shujd^u’ddaulat, who made him a gift of the 
village as a revenue-free holding in return. The story 
of this spread all over the ISTaw^b’s dominions. 

Bdrdb ‘Ali Khdn’s uncle, Ghdsi Edm, who is still 
alive,* brought him to Faizabdd in the hope of getting 
the freehold of his ten acres. The Nawdb had left 
Faizdbdd two or three days before his arrival and 
marched in the direction of Lucknow to meet Nawdb 
Sholdpuri Begam, wife of Nawdb Qamru'ddin Khdn, 
Muhammad Shdh’s Wazfr. A Hindi! noble, named 
Prasdd Singh, who bore the title of Edja, who was 
detained on some important business in his cantonment 
near the Allahdbdd turnpike outside the city, i^fas 
sitting on an English chair in the open air, when Ghdsi 
Edm came in sight with the boy in his arms. Prasdd 
Singh asked him what he wanted. He said: “I am 
“ bringing my child to present him in the hope of get- 
“ ting a freehold of ten acres.” Prasdd Singh said : 

cannot confer a freehold, but I will procure you 
“ any price you ask,” and after some bargaining he offer- 
ed Eve hundred rupees. Ghdsi Edm would not take 
the money, but Prasdd Singh was a cruel and hard 
man, and he snatched the boy from him and drove him 
away, Ghdsi Edm returned home in tears and in des- 
pair. Prasdd Singh took the lad to Lucknow and 
presented him to the Nawdb, who handed him over to 
Jawdhir ‘Ali Khan. Akhwand Ahmad ‘Ali was charged 
with the boy’s education, and he employed a school- 
master of Malihdbdd, named Chhedd, to teach him. This 
occurred in Jamddi,iigsdni 1183 A.H. [1769 A.DJ, and 
Dardb ^Ali Khdn was then entering his seventh year. 
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After Nawdb Shujd^u’ddaulali’s death ia 1188 
[1774 A.D.], the glory of the eunuchs began to decline. 
Asafu’ddaulah went to reside at Lucknow. Those 
eunuchs Vho were bis personal servants, such as ‘Ambar 
‘Ali Khdn, superintendent of the elephant stables, the 
wardrobe, cookroom, and library, and of the wharf dues 
and other departments, and other eunuchs holding 
appointments like him, went to Lucknow. Those who 
held appointments from Shujd‘u’ddaulah on the Begam’s 
establishment, such as Jawdhir ‘Ali Khdn, her steward, 
Bahdr ‘Ali Khdn, her treasurer, and Nishdt ‘Ali Khdn, 
who had their duties in various ways connected with the 
collection of her income, remained behind at Faizdbdd,, 
they and their novices, with the Begam. 

At this time Ndr ‘Ali Shdh, a Saiyad, the father 
of Mir Najaf ‘Ali F4zil, who is now the foremost man 
of his day, as far as manners go, in Faizdbdd, was 
entertained as tutor to Ddrdb ‘Ali Khdn, Mirza Ha^n 
‘Ali, and Husen ‘Ali, novices. As the Saiyad was an 
old and feeble man, he was able to do little for the 
boys. They spent most of their time playing. One 
day Ddrdb ‘Ali Khdn was fighting with Mirza Hasan 
‘Ali, and he threw a stone at him and missed him, but 
the stone struck the foot of Mir Kalld of R4i Bareli, a 
friend of Akhwand Ahmad ‘Ali’s, who was sitting in 
the garden between Jawdhir ‘Ali Khan’s house and 
Bahdr ‘Ali Khdn’s house. I was then coming with 
Akhwand Ahmad ‘Ali from ‘Ambar ‘Ali Khan’s house, 
in which were the revenue oflSces, to Jawdhir ‘Ali 
Khdn’fl house. Mir Kallfi told Akhwand Ahmad ‘Ali 
what had happened. Ddrdb ‘Ali Khdn, who was a small 
boy, had run into the school -room and sat down. Akh^ 
wand Ahmad ‘Ali reprimanded Ndr ‘Ali Shdh, the 
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schobl-inaster, and subsequently complained to Jawdbir 
‘J.li Khdn of the boy’s idleness and inability to read 
and write. Jaw^bir ‘AliKbdn, who seldom grew angry, 
but as the proverb says : “God save us from the 
wrath of the good tempered,” was all the more severe 
when he did become irate, heat Ddrdb ‘Ali soundly 
with his own hand, and from that day he was placed 
ilnder my care. As I had multifarious duties and I 
had little time to spare, I was only able to give him 
a few days at first and teach him some pages of the 
Gulistan. I then, with Akhwand Ahmad ‘Ali’s sanc- 
tion, employed Hdji Ndr Muhammad of Delhi, on five 
rupees a month, to teach him. He remained three years 
under my care, and that was up to the time when the 
eunuchs were imprisoned and the jdgirs confiscated. 
He then used to spend day and night inside the Moti 
B%h palace, while I remained outside. One night 
Bashdrat, one of the Bahu Begam’s eunuchs, had a 
conversation with Nilara, one of the Nawdb Begam’s 
eunuchs, which disturbed the ladies, and the Bahu 
Begam ordered that none of her eunuchs should spend 
the night inside the Moti Bdgh. Thereafter, when the 
first watch of the night had passed, Ddrdb ‘Ali Khdn 
used to come and lie down to sleep near me. We 
spent our nights together there for six months, and I 
did all that 1 could to further his studies and instruct 
him. 


When six months had passed as already described, 

History of Jaw^hir there was no efiPort made by 

‘Ali and Bahar either party to settle afiairs, the 
‘Ali Khdn resumed. xr / -r. ^ 

Nawdb Wazir confiscated the Na- 
Wiih Begaiu’s jdgira also. This lady -wrote a letter- to 
Mirza Najaf K;hAn, who had risen to great distinction' 
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fit SladbjaLdnabdd and was Amirulumara. He diad 
at this very time and the Begam was left without 
resource. I went most nights to pious recluses and 
fortude- tellers, geomancers and astrologers, and they 
used to tell me lies for their own profit, and promised 
dates close at hand to which they pointed for our relief, 
and when these dates came there was nothing happened. 
Some of these facts were narrated to the Begam also, 
and when they ended in nothing she grew angry. 

When six months and some days had elapsed and 
the rainy reason set in, Captain Jaques was removed 
from the guard and Major Gilpin succeeded hinii 
Mirza Bakbshullah, his agent, was appointed a mediurfi 
.of communication between him and the Begam, but the 
ofiicer was himself an exceedingly courteous, sedate, wise 
and intelligent man. In the month of Rajab in the 
same year an order came from Lucknow that the 
eunuchs should be sent there; that, as they would not 
pay up the balance at Faizd,bd.d, they would be made to 
pay at Lucknow. This announcement crushed us com- 
pletely, for although the jdgirs had been confiscated, 
our master had been imprisoned, and profits there were 
none, still we had been able to remain in our accustomed 
haunts and we had'no physical discomforts, and several 
of those thrown out of employ being in the one placo 
were able to cheer each other. As the proverb sayS: 
‘^It is pleasanter to die in company.” * 

Tiie best thing in the whole occurrence is what 
* happened when Xsafu’ddaulah, aifter he had taken the 
money from the eunuchs, felt oppressed with a sense of 

* The original is: “ Marg-i-amboh jashui ddrad," lit., “The 
death of a orowd has the effect of a feast.'* 
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his misconduct. His Hindd orderlies, who were mean 
spirits, said to him that Jawaliir ^Ali Khdn and Bahdr 
‘Ali Khdn had laks upon laks of rupees, that their 
houses were filled with their accumulations, and,*if an 
order were given for confiscation, ten or twenty laks 
more would be got out of them: and their noble-minded 
master said to them in reply: “ I asked my mother 
“for the money: she delayed: I was hard up: her 
“ money was in their keeping : circumstances required 
“ that I should take my mother’s savings from them : 
“ what son is there in all the world who does not take 
“ from his father and mother : he takes all he can get 
“from them: what have I to do with the property of 
“ slaves? If I were inclined to deal with the lower class, 
“ I should strip you of everything and then I should 
“ get krors upon krors of rupees.” Those who had 
ventured to address him were ashamed. 

As not a penny of the eunuchs’ property had been 
expended, we had some consolation. Even during their 
imprisonment Jawdhir ‘Ali.Khdn had twelve elephants, 
thirty horses, and one hundred servants, and Bahd.r 
‘Ali Khd,n had a like establishment. The only difiPer- 
ence was that the sepoys were scattered, and some 
ten or twenty friends were deprived of their monthly 
salaries, and received only their evening meals. Now 
that they were taking the eunuchs to Lucknow in the 
rainy season, God knew where they would keep them, 
or where or how we were to find shelter; where were 
we few who were still left together to be scattered ? A 
second and greater cause of apprehension wa^ this, 
that as Haidar Beg Khdn entertained a deadly grudge 
against them, he might inflict upon them still greater 
severities, or might send them prisoners to the Allahdbdd 
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or Cbundr fort. Anyliow, on the Sth Rajab 1196 A*H* 
[1782 A.D.] they were sent to Lucknow under a 
guard of some companies of regulars with an English 
officef in command. They encamped at Mumtdznagar, 
which is four miles out of the city. Akhwand Ahmad 
‘Ali and I, two of their employes, Mirza Shekhd. and 
Mir Kallii Fdzil, two of their friends, and Xghd Muham- 
mad Hasan Kashmiri, one of their chief officers of police, 
accompanied them in the most ignominious fashion, 
riding on a bullock-cart, a kind of conveyance in which 
we had never before sat, and we halted in the sardi. 
When a watch of night had passed, Jawd,hir ‘Ali Khdu 
sent for me, and he dictated a letter to the Naw^b 
gam and one to Mat:bd.‘ ‘Ali Khdn, her eunuch, and 
despatched them then and there. He sent a slip to 
DdiAb ‘Ali Khdn asking him to deliver the letters. The 
pith of the letter to the Begam was this: “ They are 
“ taking us slaves to Lucknow. God knows what bodily 
“ and mental tortures may be inflicted on us there : and 
“ we cannot under such circumstances depend upon 
“ ourselves. God knows what words may not escape 
“our lips to save our lives. Try somehow or other 
“ to save us from going to Lucknow.” The hint which 
he conveyed was that they had given up whatever they 
had, and that whatever the Bahu Begam had concealed 
inside the palace they would be driven to disclose 
when they nt point of death, and all would be 
lost: whereas, if she gave something and procured 
their return, the larger part of her treasure would be 
saved. ^ The letter to Matbii' ‘Ali Khdn was also to the 
’ Same ejffect. Next morning the Nawdb Begam read 
the letter. She sent for the Bahu^Begam and explained 
the contents to her, told her that dangers attended 
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the departure of the eunuchs for Lucknow, and that 
some measpres must, he taken to secure their return. 
The Bahu Begam said : ‘‘ I will give a lak of rupees 
“ if they come hap!^, provided that you say you are 
‘‘giving the money temporarily as a loan; write an 
“ answer to this effect and send it. Let the eunuchs 
“ hand it to the English officer, so that he may return 
“with them.” This answer which the Begam sent 
arrived that day, after the prisoners had been marched 
on and halted at Muhammadpur. Jawdhir ‘Ali Khdn 
a,nd I were alone together when it arrived. On think- 
ing the matter over, we reflected that, if a lak of rupees 
were offered so readily to the English oflficer, the Luck- 
nhw authorities and the officers 'at Eai?dbdd would 
imagine that the Bahu Begam or the eunuchs them- 
selves had no end of money, when they tendered a lak of 
rupees over the small inconvenience attending a march 
to Muhammadpur, and that, if they were submitted to a 
little more inconvenience and were a little more severely 
handled, six and a half laks of rupees would be sure to 
be paid up. We concluded that, as they had now left 
Eaizdbdd, they might as well go on to Lucknow, whether 
they liked it or not, and that things would come to a 
crisis there at last after some trouble: they would 
then send from Lucknow for this lak of rupees and pay 
it over: so they had better carefully preserve the Na- 
wdb Begam's note and the sealed letter sent by 
‘Ali Khdn as- a reserve for that contingency. Bahdr 
‘Ali Kh^n concurred in this opinion. From Muham- 
madpur the eunuchs, went on in advance of us to Luck- 
iiow and the English officer lodged the pidsoners in the 
cantonments in his bupgalow, which was surrounded 
by a high wall. When we arrived afterwards ep <3tw 
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bullook-caH, we eould not discoyer that day wbere^he 
liad placed tbem. We put up for that night in Qi,i£n 
Kh^u Filbdn's Sardi on the other side of the Gumti. 
!Next»morning the dismissed collectors and police magis- 
trates, whom Haidar Beg Khdn had summoned to 
Lucknow for inquiry into the profits of the jdgfrs, 
came and formed a crowd round us. It was therefore 
agreed - on among us that we had better leave this_ place 
and go on into Lucknow to lodge. Although this was 
not advisable, because we had not yet procured a place 
in the city which would accommodate fifty people, we 
loaded our baggage on our servants and set out, from 
ten to twenty of us, for the city. Every friend we 
went to hid from ns. Mahdi ^Ali Khdn, son of Mfrza 
Kazim, who used often to come to Eaizdbdd, and whom 
Akhwand Ahmad ^Ali Khan used to receive with great 
hospitality, and there was a strong friendship and an 
utter absence of ceremony between them, did not^as 
much as come to his door to receive us when we were 
standing outside his residence, although he had ample 
accommodation and numerous houses to spare. Wher- 
ever we turned to a, friend depending upon his friend- 
ship, he avoided us. Finding ‘i^bid ‘Ali Khdu Mughal's 
house empty we entered it boldly, without asking his 
permission, deposited our bundles and took up our 
quarters there. After we had entered he demanded 
eight rupees rent and we agreed to pay it. I used to 
go alone every day to see the prisoners and give them 
the. city news and inquire after them. I then used 
to despatch an account of the condition of the eunuchs 
and olher news, such as the health or illness of Nawdb 
Sdldr Jang, for the Begam was very particular and 
frequent in her inquiries as to her brother's health, 
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to Faizdbd,d, and Ddrkb ‘Ali Kbiln used to read my 
letters to the Balm Begara^ Tins gave ber some com- 
fort, and she used to look out for mj letters until they 
came to Ddrdb ‘Ali Khdn’s hands. Thus about* two 
months more went .by. 

One day Haidar Beg 5hdn unexpectedly paid a 
visit to Mr. Middleton, whose house was quite close to 
the place where the eunuchs were imprisoned, and urged 
the Resident to resort to some harsher measures with 
the prisoners. Diwdn Hulds Rdi came with two ward- 
ers and instruments of torture and was introduced to 
the' prisoners’ presence. He first seized Bahdr ‘Ali 
KJ^i^n by the hand and lifted him up. Jawdhir ‘AH 
Kb dll rose of himself and stood in the verandah of the 
bungalow. Bahdr ‘Ali Khdn, jumped from the spot 
where be was, hit the warder on the head with his fist, 
and put the rope which was hanging from a rafter of 
the^werandnh round his neck and pulled it tight, hoping 
to strangle himself, and, as Sa‘di says that 

The man prepared with life to part 

Will speak the feelings of his heart, 

he abused everybody. Not one official escaped the 
lashings of his tongue. The Di'wdn, when he saw this, 
pulled him by the hand and prevented his suicide, for 
his intention had been only to intimidate the prisoners, 
and he induced him by gentle persuasion to sit down. 
A very different story was circulated in Lucknow. 
Akhwand Ahmad ‘Ali and the rest of us, when we 
heard of this distressing occurrence, went into a small 
dark room, threw our arms on one another’s necks 
and wept. I went that evening as usual to see the 
victims of oppression. 
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There was another story circulated that day: that 
Beni Bab^idur, the old minister of the siihah, who*se 
eyes Sljujd^i’ddaulah had put out, had advised Haidar 
Beg iKh4u to treat the eunuchs as Shujd'u’ddaulah had 
treated him. Some people gave out that it had been 
determined to send them to Chundr. their servants 
were now so alarmed that they prepared to desert them. 
Akhwand Ahmad ‘Ali said to me : “ Others may go or 
“ not, but 1 shall go to Chundr and be imprisoned 
“ with them.” 

When I was admitted to see the prisoners that 
evening, Bahdr ‘Ali Khdn addressed me and said : 

“ Go to Bijnaur and deliver a message for me to ‘llmii’J- 
“ hudd. Tell him I have been once on a time a friend 
“ of his. He knows the kindness and attention which 
“his disciple Shdb Badr ‘Xlam used to bestow on me. 
“Now that I am involved in these afflictions, ask him 
“ to pray God for me that I may be released from tla^ese 
“ troubles.” I went accordingly to Bijnaur. I did not 
see that learned and pious man, but I delivered the 
message to his younger brother, Shdh Hahibullah, who 
was in some respects better even than his brother. 
This venerable man, wbo was as good at heart as he 
was in exterior, wrote four amulets and gave them to 
me, and told me to give them to the eunuchs, who were 
each to place one under the lobe of his right ear and 
each hold one in his hand and keep looking at it ; that, 
please God, these amulets would have effect within 
three days or within eight days. I returned to Luck- 
now and delivered the charms. It turned out as had 
been prophesied. Three days afterwards they had left 
Lucknow and were lodging in the Sardi Shekh, which' 
is known as Thdkurdwdra. One fetter was removed 
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from their feet, and on the seventh day, the day they 
reached Faiz^hdd, the second fetter was struck off and 
they were presented to the Bahu Begam. 

When Jawdhir ‘Ali Khdn and Bahdr ^AH Kh^ left 

Ooourr»ooBatF9i.- Lucknow, there was a Com- 

dbM during these two pany’s regiment consisting of a 

mouths. J.1 1 1 xT X 

thousand men and three guns sta- 

tioned on duty within the fort and there were several 

English officers with them. One of the latter was 

posted with a company and one gun at the Nawdb 

Begam^s gate. He placed the gun loaded with shot 

at the gate, pointing direct at the inner gate which led 

into the ladies' quarters. He kept the fuse constantly 

alight and bis men stationed round the Moti Bdgh, and 

he said : “ I have nothing against the Nawdb Beganl 

“ and her people, but the Bahu Begam is in tW house 

“ with her, and I am come to harry her and to cut off 

tlj^ supplies from her and her servants. If the Na- 

wdb Begam's servants interfere with me in this, I 

shall certainly fight with them.” As this was too 

bold, when matters went so far, the Nawdb Begam's 

eunuchs and sepoys took their lives in their hands, 

turned out to fight, and prepared for bloodshed. Hem- 

rhj, Mahram ‘Ali Khan Ndzir's accountant, sent out to 

the villages as fast as he could and called in at once 

a thousands Rfijputs with swqrds to join him, and three 

hundred old Mewati servants stationed themselves under 

arms as a guard to protect the ladies' quarters. Matbii' 

‘Ali Khdn stood at the gun and began to fight with 

the officer in command. They fought with their,fists 

and wrestled. The townspeople, when they saw what 

was going on, became excited and feeling ran high, and 

every male, from the sire of ninety to the boy of four 
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years, crowded up to the scene. The officer was discre|t 
and, when he saw this display, retired at once, and all 
ended well. The news of the event reached Lucknow 
the same day and grave anxiety prevailed among us 
who were there, but patience and endurance were all^ 
our resource. “ The poor man carries his own sor- 
rows.”* 

Major Gilpin, who was a wise, foreseeing man, and 
was in charge of affairs at Faizd!)dd, thought of a good 
;jplan to settle the difficulty, and came at once to the 
Bahu Begam's door and sent in a polite message to 
say that the Begam was mistress of every one there and 
that he was one of her servants and ready to obey any 
order she gave : that she had been living in the Nawdb 
Begam’s house for nine months, and the servants of 
the two ladies had suffered because of the limited ac- 
commodation it afforded to their joint numbers, and 
so he hoped that the Bahu Begam would return to ffbr 
own residence within the fort, and he would escort her 
and render her every service and assistance she required. ‘ 
He persisted until he induced the Bahu Begam to come 
out in her palankeen, and he escorted her himself into 
the fort and settled her in the Moti Mahal. He came 
to her door every day and paid his respects to her aj3 
if he were one of her servants and made her quite a 
friend. After some days had elapsed he sent her a 
message, saying that six laks and fifty thousand rupeea 
were not so very much that they should stand between 
her and her son and cause so much negotiation, and 
that her eunuchs, who were men of position and her 

* Proverb in original is : “ Qbam-i-darwesb bar jdn-i-darwesh,”^ 
lit., “ Tbe sorrow of tbe darwesb is upon the soul of the darwesh.’' 
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trusted agents, should remain in prison and suffer all 
kinds of annoyances : that it seemed to him as her 
friend the easiest and best plan for her to pursue, to 
put together four laks of rupees as best she coul9 and 
that he would himself give her one lak; and she could 
give a bond for the remaining lak and fifty thousand; 
that her managers would. pay it up in the year that 
she regained the mahdls which constituted her jdgir. 
He added that he was prepared to guarantee the simul- 
taneous release of the eunuchs and the restoration of 
her jdgir. He gained his point by this plausible speech. 
The Bahu Begam said to him : “ I cannot produce the 
‘‘«cash, but I certainly have four or five laks of moveable 
property and I can give that, but that depends upon 
one thing. My eunuchs are custodians of all such 
property of mine. When they come from Lucknow 
“ and their fetters are removed, they will make deliv- 
‘^ ery.'’ The Major wrote to Lucknow to Mr. Middle- 
ton and Haidar Beg Khdn in these terms: “ You have 
“ intimidated the eunuchs beyond measure and they 
“ have not admitted a penny, but I have brought the 
Begam round by tricks and wiles to consent to give 
‘‘ property instead of cash. You must count whatever 
you can get now a lucky windfall and be satisfied. 
“ You had better send the eunuchs here as soon as vou 
“get this letter.” The day that this letter reached 
Lucknow ■was the day after that when I had brought 
the four slips of paper from the darwesh. 

The eunuchs were sitting in despair, awaiting some 
interposition of divine providence, when an Englishman 
entered and said: “Well, sirs, you are to-morrow to 
“leave for Faizdbdd. Get ready for the journey and 
“you can go.” Nest day they left Lucknow and 
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arrived on the seventh day at Faizdbad. They fir^t 
went into Jawdhir ‘Ali Khdn’s house. Their fetters 
were struck off and they were allowed to go in to see 
the Begam; but there was a guard of Company's regu- 
lars with them, and the regiment was posted as before.. 
When they entered the Begam’s presence after an 
absence of more than eight ijionths, they could not con- 
tain themselves and gave way to tears. For a long 
time they did not lift their heads from the ground. 
It was the beginning of the month of Ramzdn. Two 
days after their return, the order was given that the 
treasure -rooms which had been closed since the days 
of Shujd‘u'ddaulah should be opened and the stuffs qf 
the East, which were part of the confiscated property 
of Qdsim ‘Ali Khdn, should be brought out, a bundle 
a day, and laid out in the bd^rahdari which overlooked 
the river. A bundle was brought out each day for a 
week. On the eighth day one of them was opened. 
Webs of white muslin were found in it. They were valued 
and shut up again. Next day another was opened, 
examined, and again tied up. It took from morning 
till late in the afternoon to open and examine a bundle. 
To be brief, the value of the webs of one bundle alone 
was estimated at eighty-four thousand rupees. The 
whole came to more than three laks and fifty thousand^ 
rupees. When the valuation had been completed and 
the prices been determined, Major Gilpin asked for a 
lak of rupees in cash. At this moment the Bahu Be- 
gam said she was of opinion that she had paid enough 
from her own treasury, and that the eunuchs had not 
paid a penny out of their savings : that they should 
now pay this money themselves. The eunuchs under- 
stood this hint and began to cast about for the money, 
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but they could do notbiug owiug to the guai’d of Com- 
pany’s troops. They too bad a motive for concealment. 
They told me to go Mafbii' *Ali Kbdn and bring the 
lak of rupees which the Nawd,b Begam had promised 
them when they were on their way to Lucknow; and tell 
lim that the jdgirs would soon be restored and, please 
God, they would repay the money; that they had it 
in fact then, but they could not produce it. I asked 
them to send Ddrdb ‘Ali Kiidn with me. When I 
arrived at Matbd' ^Ali Khhn’s house, he pretended not 
to understand me and said: ‘‘The Bahu Begam her- 
“ self offered this sum only if the eunuchs could be 
“ saved from going to Lucknow. They have gone and 
“come back. It is not possible for them to get the 
“money now.” He added: “Bring the Bahu Begam 
“ to the Nawdb Begam and let her ask her herself for 
“ the money. It is possible she may then get the 
“jp^oney.” When I i-eturned with this answer to the 
eunuchs, they were quite dismayed; they told me to go 
again and say that this had nothing to do with the 
Bahu Begam: they would repay it themselves, To 
come to the point, I went backwards and forwards in 
this way thirteen times in the month of Ramzan, in the 
heat of the sun at midday, between the Bahu Begam ’s 
gate and the Nawab Begam’s house, a distance of half 
a mile, and returned each time walking with fifteen 
thousand kiindah and rikdbi^ rupees iaden in my palan- 
keen, and conveyed the money into Jawdhir ‘Ali Khdn’s 
house. The news spread to Akhwand Ahmad ‘Ali’s 

* Two kinds of rupees then current in Oudb, so called frt)m the 
designs on them, Khndah is a large shallow dish nsed as a feeding 
trough, and rikabi is a plate. Compare the use of Jhar Sbahi, 
Katir Shdhi, &o., names of peirticiilar coins, from their devices, tree, 
dagger,, <feo. 
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Iiouso that some one had brought a lak of rupees fro^D. 
Matbid ‘Ali Khan's house. The reduced collectors and 
officers of police who were waiting in expectation con- 
cluded that the mahdls of the jdgir were about to be re- 
leased immediately, and that they would be reinstated in. 
their offices at once. When I came home at the hour 
of breaking fast^ I was grated with cheers and cries 
of : ‘‘ It is you who have done it and it takes men 
to do the like.” 

When the Bahu Begam heard the money had come, 
she repaid the lak of rupees to the Nawdb Begam, 
whose note had been given through the eunuchs, and 
the eunuchs themselves paid up fifty thousand. When? ' 
the property and the fifty thousand rupees were hand- 
ed over, Major Gilpin wrote binding himself by God 
and Christ that he was going with the property to 
Lucknow, and that the moment he arrived he would 
manage to release the eunuchs and restore the jdgft’s 
simulfeaneously. He took all with him to Lucknow 
and neither event ensued. The guards continued all 
the same at the eunuchs’ doors and the Begam’s gate 
and in the whole fort. The whole thing was a trick 
and a fraud, Hope was not realized and expectation 
was baulked. 

In this hope the month of Zihijh passed, Miiharratn 
began, and a whole year had elapsed in this state of 
distress. What Mr. Brown and Mr. Head had said 
now began tp show signs of proving true. Mr. Middle- 
ton was removed from the Lucknow Residency and 
Mr. Jolm Bristow, who was appointed in his place, 


#Tlie hour after sunset when Musalmans are allowed to break 
their fast ,in Eamziu. 



210 


Blunder of 


airived in Lucknow. The first question he put to 
Haidar Beg Khdn was, by whose order he had taken 
the Bahu Begam's money without her consent, impris- 
oned her eunuchs and confiscated her j%irs, and on 
eWhat pretence a Company’s regiment was posted in the 
fort at Faizdbdd. He gave orders that the regiment 
should at once return. This alarmed Haidar Beg Khdu, 
and he asked Asafu’ddaulah to hurry and send some 
one to Faizabdd to the Bahu Begam before the Resi* 
dent’s order could arrive there, to tell her that he had 
after much entreaty induced the English to withdraw 
their regiment. The Nawdb Wazir sent Xfrm ‘Ali 
.Jfhan on this mission. He arrived at the moment that 
the regiment was leaving. 

When Jawdhir ‘Ali Khdn was released and the fort 
emptied of the military, he told me to send secretly for 
Barjor Singh, one of the regulars and an old servant of 
the Begam’s, and quietly entertain two or three men at 
a time, and place guards of regulars at the Begam’s 
gate. I did so : and five or six old friends of Jawdhir 
‘Ali Khdn, vrho had stuck to him, were re-employed 
at half their former pay. 

At this time Mr. Hastings was censured by the 
Directors in London for some faults, and among them 
were the late events in Oudh. Mr. Hastings wrote from 
Calcutta to Lucknow saying the Bahu Begam must be 
conciliated and humoured and induced to forgive the 
past. We thought this would be quite impossible. Hai- 
dar Beg Khdn said to Xsafu’ddaulah that this fapt must 
not be disclosed to the Bahu Begam or her advisers 
that he must first win her over to himself by some 
means. A letter came in the month of Eamz4n,fj*om 
2n . 
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tiie Nawab Wazfr to the Began) in tbe middle of 
despair, saying that Wazir ‘Ali Khdn was Ms' legitimate 
son and be wished to be introduced to her, so that she 
mighl acknowledge him as her grandson and receive 
him face to face,* and thus enhance his honour and 
position. The Bahu Begam wrote in reply that her 
house was his and there was no need for him to ask 
permission to come. When this answer came the Na- 
wdb Wazfr used various forms of flatteryj went td 
Taizdbdd, stayed there two or three days, and when 
leaving told the Bahu Begani that he ha d used efforts 
to induce the Company to release the jdgirs and had 
succeeded, and he asked her to send Jawihir ‘Ali Khdn, 
and Bahdr ‘Ali Khdn with him, saying that, please God, 
he would send them hack soon with the release of the 
j^girs effected. He thus took the two eunuchs with 
him and returned to Lucknow in the rains, at the end 
of Eamzdn 1197 A.H. [1783 A.D.]. He allotted th*sm 
as a residence the house of Mahram ‘Ali Khdn, which 
is behind Shdh Pfr Muhammad’s takiya,f and opposite 
the door of the old Panj-Mahla. They remained there 
for a whole year, and he kept putting them off from 
day to day with excuses and subterfuges. This 
trickery was all Plaidar Beg’s. He did not at all wish 
that the jdgirs should be restored to the Bahu Begam. 
In the meantime there was a report that Governor* 
Hastings was coming to Lucknow. Nawdb Asafu’d- 
daulah and all his ministers went to Allahdbdd to meet 
himj and carried tbe two eunuchs with them. They 
returned after a month and various events occurred : 
the arrival of Mirza jawdn Bakht froni Shdhjahdndhdd,. 

* j.e,, vvithin the pardah. 

t Takiya is a faqir's (religious mendicant’s) resideucet 
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th#' request of aid from tbe Marbatas, the summoning 
of their agent from the Dakhin^ the negotiation that 
followed and its interruption, and the adoption of other 
Oounsels. That is a long story and my subject is*^ the 
history of Faizdbdd, so I omit it and keep to the point. 

When Governor Hastings reached Lucknow, the 
Bahu Begam, NawAb Begahi, and Nawhb Sdldr^ Jang 
pressed for the release of the jdgirs, and the Governor 
sent the Bahu Begam a letter intimating his arrival. 
The Nawdb Wazlr himself went to Faiztibdd with an 
order for the restoration of the jdgfrs. He handed it 
to the Bahu Begam on his arrival and she refused to 
td^ke it. The reason of this was as follows: — Salon, 
&c., in all eight mah^Is, in the south were in Jawdhir 
*Ali Khin’s circle, and Qasba Tdndah in the east 
and Nawdbganj on the other side of the river on 
the north were in Bah4r ‘Ali Khan’s circle, and 
IsmaTlganj on the west near Lucknow in Shikwat 
‘All Khan's circle; and the Qalla Ddgh throughout 
the whole siibah was Jawiihir ‘AH Khdn’s. Notwith- 
standing the Governor’s peremptory orders, Haidar 
Beg- Kh^n perpetrated a trick. He kept back Tandah 
and Nawdbganj and four mahdls of the Jd,is circle, 
Simrauta, Mohanganj, Kord, and Jd,is Khdss, six ma- 
hdls in all; and contented himself with inserting in 
the order for release only Salon Khdss and its three 
contiguous mahdls, Rokhd, Parsadhipur, and Athiya. 
The order issued to Taqi Beg Khdn, the agent in 
charge there, was to the effect that “ the Salon, &c., 
mahdl” of the jdgir had been given as before to the 
Nawdb Wazir’s mother. The Bahu Begam perceived 
that Tdndah and Nawdbganj were not entered, though 
she thought that all the mahdls of the south had been 
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included, and she refuged to accept the paper. Balidr 
‘Ali Kb4n advised her not to accept the order. fhe 
Naw^b Wazir did not come for two days to see his 
mother. When Akhwand Ahmad ‘Ali and the rest of 
. us reached Faizdbdd four days after the Nawdb Wazlr’s 
arrival, Jawdhir ‘Ali Khdn told Akhwand Ahmad ‘Ali 
what had happened, and t]ie latter advised him to be 
satisfied with even so much, saying that all the long 
time the jdgirs had been attached he had been able to 
do nothing, and he could invite Bahdr ‘Ali Khdn to a 
share in these mahdls; and that when Tfindah and 
Naw^bganj were restored, he could take his old mahdls 
and Bahdr ‘Ali Khfin his. Jawd,hir ‘Ali Khdn said he was 
too ashamed to say this, and asked Akhwand Ahmad ‘Ali 
to go and speak for him. Akhwand Ahmad ‘Ali went 
and talked in the same strain to Bahdr ‘Ali Khdn. The 
latter unwillingly yielded and spoke to the Balm Begam, 
asking her to accept what was now ofiPered and ex^*act 
a promise of the other mahdis. The Begam sent BWb 
‘Ali Khdn to bring the Nawdb Wazir, and she said to 
her son: “ As you bring me the order youx’self, I accept 
“it, on the condition that you promise to give all the 
“remaining mahdls.” He promised her this on oath, 
handed her the document, and left for Lucknow, 

When the document reached Jawdhir ‘Ali Klidia’s 
hands, he showed it to Mirza Burhdn ‘Ali, who was a 
sharp man, and he said when he examined it: “I have my 
“ doubts even as to the mahdis of the south, because 
“ the words used in this order are ‘the Salon, &c., mahdP 
“ of the jdgir: the plural ‘mahdls’ is not used. There 
“ are three mahdls there : mahdl Salon, which includes 
“ Mirganj and other villages j mah41 ISTasirdb^d, with 
“ which go Rokhd, Parsadhipur, and Athiya ; mailer 
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J4,is, which includes Mohanganj^ Simrauta, and Kor4» 
fti this instance the word ‘ mahdl ’ only is used.” All 
of us, when we heard this, were involved in doubt 
I suggested that Haidar Beg Khdn must have written 
details to his representative on the spot, Taql Beg 
Jfeh4n : if he removed his collectors from all the mahdls, 
we had gained all we wanted, and if not, what Mirza 
Burhdn ‘AH said must be correct. 

Next day Akhwand Ahmad ‘Ali and his subordin* 
ates went out to the mahdls. The villagers came out 
armed to meet him and brought him into Jd,is, where 
he lodged. He sent i^ghd Muhammad Sddig, a Kash- 
miri, one of Jawdhir ‘Ali Khdn’s servants, to Taqi Beg 
Khdn, who was staying in Salon, The latter had heard 
in a general way that the Begam^s jdgir had been res- 
tored, but Haidar Beg Khdn’s letter had not yet reached 
Mm. Like a loyal man he removed his collectors from 
%ll;the eight mahdls the moment he saw the order with 
jLghd Muhammad Sddiq. Akhwand Ahmad ‘Ali posted 
his own son, Kdzim ‘Ali, to Salon Khdss, and appointed 
other persons as his agents in some mahdls. He left 
some places vacant until Haidar Beg Kidn’s instructions 
reached Taqi Beg Khdn, telling him to confine his agents 
to half . the estate. Thus what Burbdn ‘ Ali Beg h^d 
suspected proved to he correct. When the report of 
these proceedings reached London through the des- 
patches of the Calcutta Council, an order was sent to 
the Governor to satisfy the Bahu Begam’s demands. 
He wrote to Nawab Asafu’ddaulah, and he adopted a 
device, which Haidar Beg Khdn suggested to him, and 
came to Faizdbdd. Here he feigned the utmost suhmis- 
siveness, told the Begams that his daughter was about 
^^0 be married to IShaukat Jang, Ahmad ‘Ali ^hdn’s soli, 
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and lie begged them to come to Lucknow and grace 
his house with their presence. They accepted his in#-i- 
tatidn, and he sent them each ten elephants, ten piebald 
Tdnghan ponies, and ten bullock coaches for their maids 
and slaves, and fifty thousand rupees each for their 
servants on the road; he pitched gorgeous tents a* 
every stage on the road into Lucknow and provided a 
variety of cooked provisions at each place, walked 
himself a part of each stage with them, and. brought 
them into Lucknow with every mark of attention. He 
vacated the Panj*Mahla for his mother, and a fine 
mansion, known as the Haveli JBdoli, for his grand- 
mother, and he occupied his palace himself. He also 
prepared and furnished with carpets and other furniture 
houses for the ladies’ servants and followers near their 
mistresses. He then proclaimed throughout the city : 

Xsafu’ddaulah is the vicegerent of his mother and 
‘^grandmother; of these dominions and cities small 
“ and great they are rulers ; the subjects in this cit5^ are 
“ their subjects; if their servants commit any oppres- 
“ sion or cruelty, no one can expect any redress from 
“me.” This went on until the marriage festivities 
began. I pass over them. 

As the death of Bah^r ‘Ali Khdn, which now took 

BaTaar ‘Ali l^hdu’s*- place, was the result of an occur- 
death. rence which happened on the jour^ 

ney to Lucknow, I should have mentioned it in that 
connection, but I insert an account of it here. Before 
the Bahu Begam set out for Lucknow, Sidi Sikandar, 
one of the old retainers of this family, who was a great 
proficient in astrology, when speaking to me of the 
proposed visit to Lucknow, said: “All will derive 
“ great advantage from this journey to Lucknow, am^ 
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‘‘ will return in safety to FaizdbM with glad hearts and 
‘^cgratified wishes— all except Bahdr 'AH Khdn, to 
“ whom such and such a star portends evil. It will be 
" much better for him if he does not undertake the 
" joiimey.” I mentioned this to Jawdhir 'Ali Khdn, 
®but he said nothing. Bahdr ‘Ali Khdn, although he 
also heard this, had no help for it but to go. When 
he was on the second marcfi, which was that to Shujd'- 
ganj, his horse became restive while he was riding. 
He struck him several times with his whip, and the 
animal became more violent. He began to buck and 
was beyond the control of his rider. Bahdr 'Ali Khdn 
was thrown forward with the pit of his stomach on the 
pnmmel of the saddle. He sustained a severe injury, 
but as he was a resolute and determined man, he kept 
his seat. The injured part swelled up in Lucknow and 
retention of urine followed. The physicians of Lucknow • 
and Faizdbdd did their utmost for him, but without 
result. He passed aw^ay on the fifteenth day after his 
arrival at Lucknow. Jawdhir 'Ali Khdn made all the 
arrangements for his interment, and sent Mir Nigdr 
'AH, who was generally believed to be Bahdr ‘AH 
Khdn’s brother, and Mirza Dd,im Beg and others of 
his trusted friends, with his corpse, and they conveyed 
it to Faizdbdd to commit him to earth in the garden 
which he had himself laid out for his burial-place. The 
Mir brought the body into the fort through the east 
gate, known in Faizdbdd aa the Dehli Darwdza, ai|d laid 
it down at the door of the deceased’s residence. Ho 
then went into the house alone and opened a chamber, 
l^Vhat ho meant by this no one knows. He then^^fted 
the corpse, took it to the appointed place and buried 
it, Haidar Beg Khdn heard of this. He went next 
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morning to the Bahii Begam and gent in a message 
through Jawdhir ‘Ali Khdn to her, informing hereof 
wha*t had happened. The Begam was highly incensed 
at this act of levity. When the Mir returned to Luck- 
now after the funeral ceremonies and discovered the 

in 

Begam’s displeasure, he was utterly at a loss how te 

recover the favour he had lost. 

# 

It happened that Shelch Zainu’Pdbdin, one of my 
relatives, a resident of Kdkori, was going with Shdh 
Kdzim to Daingarh to enrol himself as a disciple of 
Shdh Bdsit ‘Ali Qalandar. Mir Nisdr had in his boy- 
hood been much with Shdh Bdsit ‘Ali, because he was 
-a near relative of his ; and there was a close friendship 
between Nisdr ‘Ali and Zainu’l‘dbdin. The latter came 
to see me the day he arrived in Lucknow. Mir Nisdr 
^Ali saw him in the distance and sent for him, was 
delighted to see him, remhided him of the claims of 
old acquaintance, and pressed him to say to me that, 
as I had great influence with Jawdhir ‘Ali Khdn, ke 
begged me for the sake of Babdr ‘Ali Khdks many 
kindnesses to move the Begam through Jawdhir ‘Ali 
Khdn to forgive him for having opened the closet, and 
he would be under a lifelong obligation to me. Bahdr 
^Ali Khdn had some days before his death advised Mir 
Nisdr ‘Ali and said to him: “Return to your native 
“place when I die and do not think of remaining in 
“ Faizdbdd, for your temper is hasty, and you will not 
be able to get on with the eunuchs of this darhdr," 
The Bahu Begam too had spoken in terms of displea- 
sure to him, saying : “ Bah dr was my servant, and he 
“ did everything for me with his heart and soul as it 
“ should be done. He is now dead. What do I wanl^ 
“ with another, even though he be his brother? ’’ Nisdr 
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*Ali was thus quite hopeless of any restoration to 
fivour. Out of regard for Zainul‘dbdm and in rememb- 
rance of Bahdr ‘Ali Khan’s kindness to me, I went to 
Jawdhir ‘Ali Khd-n and interceded and pleaded isntil I 
gained my point with him, and he said : “ The sepoys, 
both irregulars and regulars, and the cook-house and 
other establishments, all that Bahdr ‘Ali Kh4a had or 
^‘held, I grant to Nisdr ''Ali: besides this he will get 
^‘two hundred rupees a month from the Begam.’' 
When the Mir heard this joyful news he revived. The 
best of it was that I had placed Shekh Zainu’l'dbdin in 
a place where he heard my pleadings and Jawdbir ‘Ali 
Khdn’s reply. 

There is a sarkdr in the Allahdbdd siibah called 
Brief accormt of Ba- Handiya, and in it a village called 
Mr 'Ali Khdn. Damgarh, where reside some Nai- 

shdpiiri Saiyads of pure descent. A gentleman of this 
stofvik, who was named Bakhsh ‘Xlam, had a sister who 
was without a son. She bought a Brahman boy from 
his father and mother in a year of famine and brought 
him up as her son. When the boy was fourteen years 
old, Nawdb Abu^lmansiir Khdn Safdar Jang’s army 
marched by that village and the lad came out of the 
house to see the sight. The castrators lifted him, 
carried him off, castrated him and sold him to the 
Kawdb, who made him over to Shujd‘u’ddaulah. The 
latter entrusted him for education and board to Khush- 
nazar ^A\i Khdn, who was a very old eunuch. The 
Saiyad lady, who could not find him again, though she 
searched hard for him, lost heart and died of grief. 

When Shujd'u’ddaulah after his defeat at Baksar re^ 
"^pov^red possession of the sdbah of Oudh, Bahdr‘Ali 5l|dn 



BAHA'R to ^EAIS. 219 

rose to a Mgli position and he mixed with learned and 
good men and became impressed with a sense of honodf. 

He wished that his rightful owner, the Saiyad lady, 
should somehow or other emancipate him. He had 
given himself out as a Saiyad and he was reputed to^ 
be one. When Shujdhi'ddaulah returned to Faizdbdd 
after his defeat of Hdfiz Rj^imat Khdn and the settle- 
ment of the new territory he had acquired, Balidr ‘AH 
Khdn wrote a letter to Saiyad Bakhsh ‘Alam and told 
the story of his adventures. As the Saiyad’s sister had 
died, he was now by right Bahdr ‘Ali Khdn’s master, 
and when the latter discovered what had become of him, 
he came to Faizdbdd and put up at Bakhshi Bif atullah 
Khdn's house, because he was an old acquaintance. As 
Bahdr ‘Ali Khdn feared it might be discovered that he 
was not a Saiyad, he did not invite Bakhsh ‘Jilam to 
meet him, but he showed him every other attention. 
He sent him two hundred rupees through a confideniiial 
friend and obtained a deed of emancipation, sending a 
message that the Nawdb was ill, and he would send 
for him when he was at leisure after the Nawdb's re- 
covery. About this time Shujd‘u’ddaulah died. Bahdr 
‘Ali Khdn then sent for Bakhsh Alam as he had pro- 
mised, but, as luck would have it, he also had died. 
He left, however, a son, Mfr Nisdr ‘Ali, whom he had 
just seen married. Bahdr ‘Ali Khdn sent for the son 
as he could not see the father, and gave out that he 
was his brother. Mfr Nisdr ‘Ali never went again to 
his home. This is the true account of Bahdr ‘AH 
K.Mn. 

After the arrival of the Begams in Lucknow the 
History of Faizdbdd arrangements for the marriage of*>%, 
resumed. Nawdb Asafu’ddaulah's daughter 
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with the son of Nawih Ahmad ‘AH Khdn Shaukat Jang, 
sou of Nawdb Mirza ‘Ali Khdn, began. Ahnds ‘All 
Khdn acted for the bridegroom and Sarfar^zii’ddaulah 
Hasan Razd Khdn and Jawdhir ‘AH Khdn for theT bride, 
^ until the whole ceremony was completed, and the Bahu 
Begain prepared to return to Faizdbdd. The Nawdb 
Begam agreed that the daughter of Hasan ‘AH Khdn, 
who had been married to Bibi ‘Ashdran, should be 
joined in marriage to Mirza Nasir, son of Mirza Muham- 
mad Amin, son of Mirza Ydsuf the Blind, Burhdnu’l- 
mulk's sister’s son : and the Bahu Begam arranged the 
marriage of Bibi Lutfu’nnisd with Mirza Muhammad 
Taqi Khdn, Mirza Kasir’s brother. Two or three days 
before the Balm Begam left, Haidar Beg Khdn came to 
the lady’s door and sent in to her a siipplementary deed 
Festering the remaining four mahdls of her jdgir near 
i^alon, south of Faizdbdd. On this occasion too he 
pkyed a trick. Jawdhir ‘AH Khdn was then paying 
a permanently settled rent of three laks and seventy- 
Hve thousand rupees in accordance with his agreement 
entered into with the Bahu Begam, and Bahdr ‘AH 
Khdn one lak and fifty thousand. The total was filre 
l^ks and twenty 'five thousand. Haidar Beg Khdn said 
to the Begam that all she wanted was this much money, 
and he entered it in the deed as the gross rental of the 
southern mahdls, without allowing anything for the 
expense of revenue police, police ofiScers, and collectors, 
and sent in the paper. He included, however, in .the 
rental of the southern mahdls the rentals of qasha 
Tdndah and of Nawdhganj, which is north of the 
Ghdghra and had been in Bab dr ‘AH IKhdn’s section, 
^and tbe Qalla Dd^h of the whole siibah which had been 
^ Jawdhir ‘Ali Khdn’s perquisite, and qasha Undm Kihdli, 
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round which are tracts which yield very fine rice fit for 
MugsJ and princes' tables, and which had been in tlfe 
Begam’s j%ir from Shuj4‘u'ddaulah’s time. The Be- 
gam did not say much and we her servants thought 
even this a boon. 

The Bahu Begam left for Faizdbild on the 27th of 
Bajab 1200 A.II. [178G A.D?], and the Nawdb Begam 
I’omained some time longer . in Lucknow. She left two 
months later. The two ladies gave orders to prepare 
for Mlrza Nasir’s and Agh4 Muhammad Taqi Kh4n's 
weddings. A year was spent in making silver vessels 
and building houses and preparing carpets, curtains 
and other necessary furniture. When everything had 
been arranged according to the wishes of the Begams, 
they invited Asafii’ddaulah from Lucknow. The cere- 
monies of marriage were completed in fifteen days and 
Nawdb .^safu’ddaulali went on to Bahrdich on a plea- 
sure excursion to the fair at S4Ur Mashid Gi-bd,zi’s tomb. 
When he called on the elder Begam to bid her goodbye, 
she asked him to give Mirza JSTasir a monthly allowance. 
The Nawdb handed her a written assignment of two 
thousand rupees a month. When he called on the 
Bahu Begam to take leave of her, she asked him to 
grant an annuity to Muhammad Taqi Khan and BibC 
Lutfu’nnisd. He wrote out for them an assignment 
of three thousand rupees a month:- two thousand for 
Aghd Muhammad Taqi Khdn and one thousand for 
Bibi Luffu’unisd. He* made these assignments charge- 
able upon the mabdls under Almds ‘Ali Kbdn’s admin- 
istratit)n. 

In Faizdbdd during the days of the Bahu Begam, her 
employes and servants, great and small, enjoyed peace 



2i2 


HISTOEY OF 


and security. They had neither the hardships of a 
campaign nor the griefs of war and battle to undergo. 
They drew their salaries month by month, paid to them 
even in advancej in full and without deduction or draw- 
back: and every man lived happy and contented night 
Wd day. But suddenly in 1205 A.H. [1791 A.D.] at 
the end of the mouth of Ram^du, jawdhir ‘Ali Khdn was 
struck down with some disease of the kidneys and ague. 
All his servants were overcome with grave anxiety ,* 
but, as he had still ten years of life allotted to him, 
he recovered completely after a month^s severe illness. 
At his request 1 attended him throughout his illness i 
and Akhwand Ahmad Ali spent even more than he 
could aiford to dispense in chax’ity and alms-giving in 
the hope of his recovery. 

At this juncture another event took place. Muham-* 
mad Bahrdm, adopted son of Mir 
beSJsen ^^Co^an/s Imdmu’ddiu of Malihdbdd, brother 
regulars and the Na~ of Akhwand Ahmad ‘All's wife, was 
azrssujects. ^ig^nct magistrate of Salon Khdssi 

and Bhawdni Singh, a Hindd of Malihdbdd, was the 
police officer in charge of Mirganj, a station subordinate 
to Snlon, fourteen miles to the south of that place, and 
lying on the banks of the G-anges. Some runners were 
posted in the station, who were employed on the English 
ndaihservice between Lucknow and Calcutta : and every 
collector and police officer had strict orders from Akh- 
wand Ahmad ‘Ali to pay all possible attention to the 
comforts of these men, lest they should e:feperience any 
trouble and make complaints. It happened that ^even 
, Company’s regulars crossed the Ganges with two boata 
and went into the market at Mfrganj. They came to 
buy grain, but molested the shopkeepers, some of whom" 
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they beat with their fists and with sticks. As the 
people at Mirganj did not know that these regulars wele 
Company’s servants who had come from Cawnpore, 
when* they were wantonly attacked and the soldiers, 
not satisfied with using fists and sticks, wounded some 
shopkeepers with their swords, the market-folk, of* 
whom there was a large concourse present, it being 
market day, could stand it no longer and beat the 
regulars in return. The Company’s soldiers, who were 
few, tried to get into their boats quickly and cross the 
river, but a cobra appeared in a boat and prevented 
their entering it. On the rear they were pressed by 
the market-folk in pursuit, and in front was the snake 
opposing them. They were in a strange predicament. 
The snake was alarmed by the noise of the people, 
and sprang out of the boat into the river. The regulars 
were saved and rowed away in the boat. Muhammad 
Bahr4m reported the occurrence. An answer wa^ at 
once sent condemning the action of the market people, 
saying that the men were probably Company's servants, 
and directing him on receipt of the letter to place Bha- 
wdni Singh and the shopkeepers, who had acted so 
boldly, in fetters and keep them in custody. He was 
also directed to employ fifty runners and station them 
between Faizdbdd and Cawnpore, and to make inquiries 
and report whether these were Company’s sepoys, had 
they brought boats from Cawnpore or from another 
place, for if they were Company’s sepoys, it was a cause 
of grave apprehension, and care should be taken to 
keep the market people and spectators in close custody 
and under observation. The foolish man, Muhammad 
Bahrdm, short-sighted andinexperienced, failed to carry 
out any one of these instructions. Even though he was^ 
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reminded, lie neglected the orders, As a last resource 
Mfe? Niirullah of Kasmandi was sent to carry them out.' 
He did so. "When the soldiers arrived at their canton- 
ment in Cawnpore, they lodged a complaint, and one 
thousand men, that is to say, one regiment, were sent 
out with two cannon for reprisal and they crossed the 
riTer. The news of thoir^ approach created a tumult 
as of the resurrection. The wives and daughters of 
the Saiyads of Easdlpnr and Mustafdbsid • covered their 
heads and fled barefooted to villages. In every village 
that they went to for shelter they found the same 
alarm prevailing. A report of this was sent to Faiz- 
dbdd, where it caused great uneasiness : but an hour 
later a second report was despatched, stating that the 
regiment had no sooner crossed over than, before they 
could draw breath, they re-crossed and returned as they 
had come : but no explanation of this could be given. 
Some news writers at Lucknow wrote after making in- 
quiry and informed us that as soon as Haidar Beg Khdn 
heard of this occurrence, he reported it to Naw^b Asaf- 
u’ddaiilah, who went at once to the Eesident at Luck- 


now and addressed him on the subject, saying: “ Firafc 
‘‘ of all your sepoys began by an act of oppression 
“ within my mother’s j^gir, and they wounded a shop- 
-keeper, They are in the wrong, and to cap it they 

- have sent a regiment to the spot to inflict punish- 

- ment. It is your practice to make an inquiry and 

- to punish only when the complainant has proved 
“his case. In this instance what inquiry has been 
“ made before sending the regiment?” The Eesident 
wrote at once to the officer commanding the regiment, 

him to withdraw quickly and take care that no 
should he committed within the j%(r, 







Hence it was that tlie commanding officer turned back. 
Two^ days later a letter came from Haidar Beg Kb€n 
to Jawdibir ‘Ali Khdn, saying that it seemed that his 
empl<fyds on the jdgir had come into collision with the* 
Company’s servants, and calling on him to send all of^ 
them with the Salon collector into Lucknow. He also 
called for the names of all^the people, of the station 
police officer and the shopkeepers. As Akbwand Ah- 
mad ‘All had taken the precaution to have them all in 
custody and fettered, he sent for Ithem from Salon and 
forwarded them to Lucknow. They were kept there 
for six whole months and brought up for inquiry from 
time to time. At last the fault of the sepoys was’ 
proved and these innocent people were released. 


Ydr ‘All was a pigeon-fighter who came to Faizdbdd 


Account of Ydr ‘Ali. 


when a boy, and said he was a 
Saiyad and a native of Bareli. He 


Was short of stature, good looking, and well dressed. 
He gave out that he was incomparably superior as a 
pigeon-fancier and pigeon-flyer. He gradually made 
the acquaintance of Nawdb Shujd‘u’ddaulah and attach- 
ed himself to him. He came to be on a familiar 


footing with the eunuchs and messed and lodged with 
them : aud when he saw that Jawd,hir ‘Ali Khdn, 
‘'Ambar ‘Ali Khan, and Ydsuf ‘Ali 5bdn were in 
the ascendant with the Nawdh, he danced special 
attendance on them. After Shujd‘u’ddaulah’s death 
a general dispersion followed. YAr ‘Ali remained in ' 
Jawidhir ‘Ali Khdn’s service and by close attendance 
night and day, and ready service, running on foot 
besidfe his palankeen, and also by his pleasantries, he 
was so successfur that he occupied a nearer place to ^ 
Ms master^s heart than all other servants. He became 
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a commandant of four hundred and he had a finger in 
everything. In some things he dared to interfere very 
unwarrantably. His pride and haughtiness grew by 
degrees until they proved his ruin. Jaw4hir ‘Ali Shin’s 
private accountant and some friends of his, who were 
not a match for Akhwand Ahmad ‘Ali, and nursed a 
hatred for him in their bosoms, held out to Y4r ‘Ali the 
bait of money and induced him to try and MU AMi- 
wand Ahmad ‘Ali. The fool, notwithstanding his small 
stature, was led by their instigation to forget himself, 
and wantonly attack that good man. Although A^h* 
wand Ahmad ‘Ali feigned not to notice and tried to 
avoid him, and thought it beneath his dignity to involve 
himself with such persons, Ydr ‘Ali fancied himself 
superior and began to show increased signs of hostility 
until Akhwand’s position was no longer safe. One day 
Ydr ‘Ali went to his sepoys and said : “ An order baa 
“ Ij^een given for the disbursement of your pay, but 
“ Akbwand will not give it.’' They went in a body 
and surrounded Akbwand and wanted to kill him. Ja- 
wdbir ‘Ali Kb^n came out and checked them. The day 
ended without further disturbance. On a second occa- 
sion he picked out forty men from his command and 
bound them over under an oath to support him. He 
told them that he was going inside the house and that 
he would pick a quarrel with Akbwand Ahmad ‘AH 
in Javvdhir ‘Ali Khd.n’s presence: and when they heard 
him shout, they were to run in and despatch Akbwand 
Ahmad ‘Ali. 1 was sitting in the room above the gate 
and noticed the circumstances under which he approach- 
ed. I became apprehensive and so I came doVn and 
seated myself in Jaw^bir ‘Ali Khan’s presence. 

‘Ali came in with a Persian sword and a large shield, 


Bftt down, and said to Jawdhir ‘AH Kbdn: “ AkHwand 
“ Ahmad ‘AH is defaming me and casting imputatigaas 
“ oif me : so I mean to kill him. It is only fair that 
“ he should justify his aspersions.’' Just then A^ihwand 
Ahmad ‘AH came in and sat down. A conversation 
"began. Akliwand Ahmad ‘AH said with extreme mild-* 
ness : “ 1 am a weak schoolmaster who entered this 
“ service on five rupees a mouth. By the kindness of 
“ my masters I have risen to possess an elephant, com- 
“ mand troops and hold a position^ I have never wielded 
“ a sword or handled a shield. I am a feeble man. 
“ To kill me is not so very difficult a matter. Ahy 
“ one can kill me when he likes.” The only persons 
then present were a house-servant, named ‘Abdullah, 
and a visitor named Mfrza Majjan. As it was the hot 
v^eather and a strong wind was blowing, the screens 
were drawn down over the doors of the bdrahdari. I 
was there and another supporter of A^hwand Ahmad 
‘AH’s, Mir Ghul4m Tmdm of Sandila, and we had 
daggers at our waists. Yusuf ‘AH Ehdn, Chaudhri of 
Malihdbdd, who was twenty years old, was also there, 
but not armed. The other two of us three, who had 
not the right of private entry into Jawdhir ‘All’s pre* 
sence, were standing outside the screens looking on* 
As Y4r ‘AH was very empty-headed, he used often to 
boast in Jawdhir Khan’s presence of his bravery and 
his swordsmanship, and he had led him to believe that 
there was a foundation for this braggadocio, and that 
he would show this when occasion arose. Jawdhir ‘Ali 
Kh4n was not aware that the more a man brags of his 
skill, •the less he can show of it when it is demand-, 
ed. All of a sudden Akhwand Ahmad ‘AH’s pride 
was stirred and his face burned with rage. He said t 
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<‘Yoh lack brain, you call yourself a soldier and yoii 
^ave a sword and shield. I am empty banded and 
have no wrap on. But it does not become respectful 
servants to figbt in their master’s presence. f>Rise 
“ and come outside. Let me see if you can fight me,” 
and rose to go out. Ydr ‘Ali, on the other baud, wish- 
ing to make a show of his bravery before his master, 
and knowing that Akhwand Ahmad ‘Ali would not 
venture to do anything there, thought he had better do 
whatever he meant to do, there ; so he jumped up and 
grasped his sword. When I saw him lay his hand on 
his sword and take his shield from his back and place 
it on his left hand, I rushed at him and seized him 
round the waist from behind, while Akhwand Ahmad 
^Ali grasped his neck with both hands. Mfr Ghuldm 
Imdm and Ydsuf both came in. The latter seized him 
by the left foot and lifted him off the ground, while Mir 
^huldm Imdm knocked his turban over with his hand^ 
so that the coils loosened and slipped down and enve- 
loped his e/es and neck. He began to quake. His 
sword and shield fell to the ground. Ghuldm Imdm 
then struck him on the forehead, and blood began to 
flow from a wound which his ring made. A few drops 
fell on the floor cloth and one or two on Jawdhir ‘All 
Khdn’s state cushion. The four of us carried off his 
weapons and went outside the door, leaving him lying 
where he was. Meanwhile some one hundred and odd 
supporters of Akhwand Ahmad ‘Ali came up. The 
forty sepoys who had come with Ydr ‘Ali, and were 
standing waiting outside, concluded that he had been 
killed inside and fled. One or two who stood '"their 
ground, finding themselves surrounded by overwhelming 
"numbers, threw down their arms and saved theil* liy^n 
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by flight. I remained for nearly an Lour waiting 
Y4r,‘Ali to come out. He was inside crying, bare- 
beaded, with bis body entangled in bis long bead-gear 
unable to move, fearing that if he went out he would- 
be killed. Jaw^hir ‘Ali Khd;n, who had thought him a* 
true soldier, found him out that day that be was a 
coward, and all that be said«was empty brag. He told 
the servant in attendance to lift him and turn him out 
of the house. Ydr Ali, however, would not rise; 
The servant dragged him, but he would not sit up. 
Jawdhir ‘Ali !Khd.n said to him: “ You usedj to boast 
“ and say that blood would some day be spilt before 
“ my state cushion. You were right, for blood has fallett 
“ from your forehead.” This occurrence was spread 
over three hours from sunrise. When Jawdhir ‘Ali 
Khdn saw that the scene was being prolonged, he sent 
for Akhwand Ahmad ‘Ali, gave him a seat and be^an 
business. The rest of us went away. When Y4r Ali 
found the road outside the door was clear, he rose 
cjuickly and went home. From that day he subsided^ 
into insignificance, and became contemned by his mas- 
ter and by old and young. He tried much to regain 
his position, but bis efforts were vain : and he was soon, 
after excluded from the darbdr. So ended Ydr ‘Ali. 

It must be mentioned that there were gathered? 

Learned men and round Jawdhir ‘Ali Khfin men of' 

artists who lived under learning and art, such as were not 

Jaw^hir ‘All Khan s ° ’ 

patronage. to be found near Nawdb Asafu’d-- 

daulah, because the latter had no regard for such people^ 

Among these was Munsbi Lacbbmi Ndirdyan, a Hindd 

of the Khatri caste, a resident of Ldbaur, who is so 

celebrated that little Ueed be said of him here. He was * 

a man of culture and great natural ability. Arabic 
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W(^Tks, the contents of which are extremely difficult 
to understand, he could expound without the aid of 
a teacher, by the light of his own genius, so that ^pro- 
fessors admitted the accuracy of his interpretations. 
^Ue used to read with pupils the Sharah Wiqdya, the 
Hiddya, and commentaries on the Qur^n. He wrote 
Persian with a degree of elegance and freedom so great 
that he was unequalled in his day, and^ every Persian 
scholar held him perfect. His language was so polished 
and clear that it fell like the water of life on the ears 
of those who listened, and ignorant people who had no 
knowledge of what he was saying have often been seen 
drinking in his words with delight, tie has written 
splendid gasida, ghazals^ and ma§navis,^ hut they are 
difficult to procure. I have made a collection of his 
prose writings and written a preface to them. Lovers 
of Persian have eagerly made copies and derived profit 
and pleasure. 

Another of these learned men was Maulavi Muham- 
mad Munir, whose power of memory was so great that 
he knew hy heart all the standard works in Arabic on 
the fourteen branches of learning, from Mizdnu’ssarf to 
Baizd.wi and Musallam, and the Persian Diw^ns and prose 
works, old and new. Arabic and Persian scholars of his 
day came time after time to test him, and whatever they 
asked him he answered them at once without hesitation, 
and he recited some liiies of the hook referred to, 
and he delivered many explanations and expositions of 
each passage or couplet without looking at the book. 

A third was Muhammad Khalil, the caligrapher, 
who used to write eighteen different kinds of hand- 
writing. God had given him such command of his 
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fingers that, wlien he saw the handwriting of caligrapliers 
past and present, such as Mir ‘AH, Mfr ^Imdd, HaddM, 
and Ydqdt Raqam Khdn, he used to copy it so perfectly 
that Experts could not tell the original from the copy. 
His pupils after a brief period of application became 
the first artists of the day. . * 

The fourth I shall niqption is Mlrza Muhammad 
’*Ali, seal- engraver, who enjoyed in his day unrivalled 
celebrity at Lhcknow. 

When the Faizdbdd establishments were broken up, 
Nawdb AsafuMdaulah with great entreaties induced all 
these men to attach themselves to him. When the 
diverted stream returned to its course, Jawdhir ^Ali 
Khdu by dint of many devices and contrivances suc>- 
ceeded in bringing back Shekh Muhammad Khalil and 
Munshi Lachhmi Ndrdyan. 

In the year 1201 A.H. [1786-^87 A.D.] Nawdb Sdldr 

^ ^ Jang fell ill and he was at_ the 

The Bahu Begam . ° 

goes to Lucknow point of death. The Bahu Be- 

extremely attached to her 
brother, and, when she heard of 
his illness, was so distressed that she hastened to Luck- 
now. She remained there for a month and a half, and 
went daily from Machhf Bhawan, which wais her resi- 
dence, to his house to see him, As his ailment Was 
chronic and his illness protracted, she was compelled 
to return at length to Faizdbdd in tears without hope 
of his recovery, but she promised Asafu’ddaulah that 
she would come to Lucknow once a year. Soon after 
this Nawdb Sdlar Jang died in that year. After a 
year tad passed the Bahu Begam went, at the Nawdb's 
invitation, to Lucknow at the time when the Hindiis 
celebrate their HoK. The Nawdb used to associatS 
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freely with Hindiis and had a great fapcy for such 
displays. He used at this festival to give a public 
entertainment and spend large sums of money. "^She 
remained a month there to please her son and 4hen 
returned to Faizd^bdd. 

^ It was also i(!safu’ddaulah's practice every year 

. i^safuMdaulah and after the^ close of the rainy season 
Ha mother Yisit Bitdl. to visit the hill resort of Bitiil,- 

and some months were spent in this excursion. In 1205 
[1790-91 A.D.] he came to Faiz^bdd and begged 
the Bahu Begam to accompany him. He said that 
since his father’s death the only journey she had ever 
undertaken was that of four stages into Lucknow, and, 
if she would now join him, it would both cheer her 
and gratify him. She was with great difficulty per« 
suaded to undertake the journey, went and gazed upon 
the wonders of the hills, and returned to Faizdb^d 
after two months and a half. The reason of her going 
to see the wonders of that place was this. Shiijd‘u’d- 
daulah, the late Wazfr of the Empire, had once proposed 
to go to the foot of the hills. The people of the hills, 
knowing that he was an intrepid soldier and had an 
army and artillery, and fearing that he might become 
acq[uainted with the mountain paths and annex their 
country, became greatly alarmed, and they opened an 
embankment which confined the water in a certain 
place and let it flow, so that his tents could not be 
pitched. He turned back q^uickly. The mountaineers,, 
however, knew that Xsafu’ddaulah did not trouble him- 
self about his own dominions, that he had readily given 
Up Ban^ras, a rich province, and this was a gau^e pf 
Ills, for te^Titpry, so they freely allowed Mm. 

arcce^. He ascepdpd tl^e fountain witfi the Baliu 
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Begam and his officers and built a house there, to 
which he went every year. - i 

The Gul4b B4ri is a garden laid out by Naw^b 
Building of Shujd‘- Safdar Jang Abu’lmansiir Kh^n, in 
u’ddaulah’s tomb. which there was an abundance of% 

roses. Its length lay from north to south, and the 
gate is on the north side.* When the Nawdb died at 
Pdparghdt in 1167 A. H. [1753 A. B.], the hTawAb 
Begam interred his corpse in the middle of that garden 
and remained for some days in mourning at the head 
of his grave. When she disinterred his remains and 
sent them to Shdhjahd,n^b4d she built a dome and 
numerous buildings in the garden. She left the shed 
of his tomb standing. When Shujdhf ddaulah died, it 
was resolved to lay him for a while near the same 
spot and then commit him to earth beside his father’s 
grave in Shdhjahdndbdd. Nawdb Mirza ‘Ali Khdn had 
agreed with the earth for any time between one Snd 
ten years.* The Bahu Begam, through Jawdhir ^AH 
Khdn, paid for reader’s of the Qurdn, for the Fdtiha 
©eremonies, and for carpets and illumination. This went 
on for seven years. In 1206 A.H. [1791 A.D.J, when 
the eunuchs were imprisoned and the jdgirs confiscated, 
the Bahu Begam was obliged to confess herself unable 
to meet the expenses of the Fdtiha and maintenance 
of the tomb. The Nawdb Begam then undertook these 
expenses. Matbd‘ ‘Ali Khdn, her eunuch, who bad of 
old had a great friendship with Hasan Eazd Khdn, 
Minister of the Siibah, wrote a letter on this subject 

* Musalmdns believe that if a corpse be committed to earth * 
vsrith intention of disinterring it and taking it to another place, the 
term being stated at time of interment to the earth within which it 
will be removed, the earth will not suffer the corpse to become''* 
, corrupt within that term. . .. 
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to him. The Khan, who had been a constant attendant 
an^ companion of Shujd‘u’ddaulab’s night and day,^had 
a sincere love for him, and when the Nawdb died, he 
put off his ordinary clothing and seated himself at his 
^rave. Jisafu’ddaulah removed him by force from tho 
grave. As the Khdn was a resolute man, he continued to 
wear the garments of a darwesh under his other clothes. 
To resume, the result . was that Hasan Kazd Khdn 
in 1204 A.H. [1789 A.D.] induced Xslifu’ddaulah to 
spend money on the tomb. On the first occasion he 
obtained seven thousand gold pieces from the treasury 
and sent them to Matbd' ‘Ali Khdn, who handed them 
over to Hemrdj Brahman, a very prudent and intelli^ 
gent man, and ordered him to build a tomb. Hemrdj 
employed his younger sou, Bhawdni Parshdd, to su« 
perintend the work. The Guldb Bdri was then very 
small. There were many houses in front of it and 
behind it belonging to residents of Faizdbdd. Hemrdj 
bought up their houses and built the present lofty dome 
and a number of large edifices. After this Hasan Eaz4 
Khdn obtained various sums from time to time from 
l^awdb Xsafu’ddaulah and sent them to Faizdbdd, until 
eyentually a total of seven laks of rupees was reached, 
After two years had elapsed some jealous person made 
a complaint to Hasan Razd Khdn against Hemrdj’s son 
to the effect that he was embezzling a great deal of 
the money, so he sent Mlrza Hasan ‘Ali, a slave of his 
own, to check the expenditure. , This is not the Hasan 
^AJi who commanded a regiment. To sum up, in three 
years and some months ail these buildings were com- 
pleted. After the Begam’s death the care of them was 
;^entrusted to Hasan Razd. Kh4n. He sent a learned 
man named Mir Kalld, a friend of his, to act as a 
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caretaker. He added to the style and ornament of the 
plac§. The drummers, the gong, and the guard #of 
regulars are additions of his. After Hasan Razd Khdn's 
death* several curators successively held chai’ge. Three 
thousand rupees were allotted annually by u^safu’ddau* 
lah for the ‘wrA'* of Shujd‘u’ddaulah and the Nawdh 
Begam. Their descendant§, who succeeded Asafu’d- 
daulah, decreased the grant froxn year to year. Let us 
see how much fess they will give this year than last year. 
As Nawdb Sarfardzu’ddanlah Hasan Razd Khdn was 
extremely attached to Faizdbdd, he was easily induced 
hy Matbii‘ ‘Ali Khdn to build a mosque while the 
mausoleum was under construction. He bought up 
Sharif Beg Mughal’s house between the southern gate 
of the Fort and the Tirpauliya, and threw it down and 
built the mosque in that place. As Yiinus ^Ali Khdu 
Eunuch’s Sardi was three miles from the Fort and 
Chauk, travellers experienced inconvenience, and so 
Hasan Eazd Khdu built a spacious sardi near the 
mosque. All these buildings he constructed through the 
agency of Ldla Hemrdj Brahman, who was originally 
private accountant to Muharram ‘Ali Khdn, the Nawdb 
Begam’s agent, and became by degrees through his 
good services the factotum of the establishments of all 
the eunuchs as well as of the Nawdb Begam. I shall 
now give a brief notice of Hemrdj, who was a com- 
pound of sagacity and forethought. 

Ydqdt Khan, a eunuch and Ndzir to ISTawdb Safdar 

Bagmm.g and ead Abu’lman?,ir Kh&n, Hred ia 

of Hemrdj, Mu- great State and splendour, and up 

aSuSan^ f;o this day, the fifth generation of 

his successors, his seal is still 

' • 

* Celebrations in memory of the dead, 
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affixed to all treasure chests and bags. A Brahman 
of^the Sultdnpur district entered his service and became 
a Musalmdn and was named G-huldm Husen Khdn Nlm- 

r> 

cha. He generally wore a small sword. He became 
«so skilful a horseman that in all India there was not 
his equal, Malik Patera, Muhammad Shdh’s famous 
jockey, was nothing to hiiu. Many stories are told 
of his feats of horsemanship. I shall mention only one 
simple trick of which 1 have heard from my grand- 
father. While his horse was galloping he could slip 
from his saddle on one side, clamber round under the 
horse's belly and seat himself on the saddle from 
the other side. When he wished he could stand up 
in his saddle. He used often to ride standing on the 
backs of two horses and gallop them as fast as they, 
could go. This is well known in these parts. After 
his ‘death, Hemrdj, one of his paternal uncle's sons,, 
succeeded him as Y^qiit Khdu’s minister and worked 
as accountant. When Y^iit Khan died, HemiAj enter- 
ed the service of Muharram ‘Ali Khdn, who was a 
novice of Ydqiit Khdn's, and eventually supplanted his 
master and became general agent, possessing control 
of all departments, and reduced the old head of the 
Begam's household to a cypher. Although he could 
neither read nor write Persian, yet strangers could not 
tell from his conversation whether he was illiterate or 
literate. He was a pleasant and ready man, and talked 
so agreeably that his hearers were charmed and would 
have been glad to have him repeat his Words. They 
used to say that Sarsuti was with him. This is the 
liame of some female among the fairies or jjn^,. siidlt "" 

c, ' 
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as Debi or Bbawdni.* Any votary who worships her 
faithfully has her in his power, and becomes a master 
of re*partee and eloquent language. No word can ever 
escape his lips which would cause him shame or dis- 
comfiture, and he can give a proper answer to every 
question, though the questioner be an emperor and the*^ 
answerer be a beggar. I had the fortune to be in his 
society for some months, fiis counsels and his plans 
as a man of theb world were very sound and reliable and 
but seldom failed. The following is an illustration of 
his clever management. After Shnjdbi^ddaulah’s deaths 
Muharram ‘Ali Khdn’s ostensible income fell off and 
he had a great many servants. His income did not 
sufidee for more than half their pay. Hemrdj was 
therefore compelled to resort to subterfuges and put 
them off. For instance, if he had promised to pay 
any one on a particular day, the unfortunate man did 
not get his pay until six months after. If any pne 
asked the recipient how long it was since he had been 
paid, he had to say it was six months. Yet, when. 
Hemrdj’s name was mentioned, he praised him and 
gave him credit, and added: “It is no fault of his. 

“ He is not to blame. Such and such a cause prevented 
him paying me.'’ I have often remarked it, and I 
remember well how he promised some great man to 
provide a place for his son in the service of the Nawdh 
Begam, and the man has run after him for six months 
and, spent six thousand rupees in pushing his claim, 
and; in the end has gained nothing, and yet has been 
perfectly pleased and satisfied with Hemrij. There 
• 

* Our author is in error. Sarsuti, Sansq. Saras^ati, is the 
■wife of Brahma, the goddess of learning and fine artp. She is like • 
the Minerva of the Greeks. 
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are many stories told of him. I shall tell two to please 
my readers and illustrate my meaning. 

When the naarriage of Mlrza Muhammad Nasir'^with 

the young Begam, the daughter of BIbi ‘Ashd.ra7i, the 

Nawdb Begam’s adopted child, was proceeding, the 

two Begams and their retinue and servants were in a 

large gathering with Asafu’ddaulah in the Moti B4gli 
• • ^ 

and were witnessing a performance of daticing and 
singing, and it was past midnight and 'all shopkeepers 
had shut np their shops and retired to bed. I was 
sitting with Ldla Hemrdj and two or three other friends 
in PaniyUj the Begara's waiting maid^s, verandah, and 
we were joking together. Suddenly we heard the 
approach of the bridegroom announced in the seraglio^ 
and all the Begams, of superior and inferior rank ( by 
the latter I mean Band Khdnam Sdhiba, Amina Begam^ 
Bandi Bega'm, and Mir^a Ydsuf’s daughter, the brides 
grq,om’s grandmother and others,) were collected togeth-* 
er, and they were all tying ornaments and jewels, as each 
could afford, on Mirza Muhammad Nasir.’s head, arms, 
and' wrists. The Bahu Begam, who was wealthiest of 
them all, called for a gold turban ornament set with pre-* 
cions stones of immense value, which she had ordered 
and kept ready for this occasion, and she wished that 
the bridegroom should first of all tie the turban orna- 
ment given by her on his head. When the custodian 
of her jewels, who was a woman, brought it, there was 
no string attached to it. There was no time then to 
get a gold cord and other appendages, for tlie bride- 
groom had entered the courtyard of the house, and so 
the Begam sent Ddrd,b ‘All Khdn to Hemrdj to find 
a piece of thread. I was on familiar terms with Hem- 
r^j and said to him: Good bye now to your fore- 
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*‘tliot{glit and resource. What will you say?” He 

laugbed and drew three cords such as the Beg^m 
wanted from his turban and handed them oyer and 
said; “Take which you like.” We were astonished. 
The Begam, too, was astonished and commended him. 

The other story is this. Shekh Zainu’kdbdin, a* 
friend of mine from my native place, who was an 
intelligent and discreet young man and very laborious, 
had great influence with Edja Tikait Hdi, a Minister of 
the Sdbah, and other nobles under Nawdb ilLsafu’ddau- 
lah. He was especially familiar with the officials of 
the revenue department and he used to haunt the 
offices night and day. He was a medium through 
whom people effected many of their objects, and he 
was a skilful hand in procuring rent-free holdings, and 
daily stipends, and grants of villages. He was famed 
for this in Lucknow. Many a difficult knot his fingers 
opened. Suddenly a business of his own arose yith 
Nawdb Sarfardzu’ddaulah Hasan Razd Ehdn, but he 
could not effect his object owing to the hatred enter- 
tained for him by Makhii Khduj the former heafl of 
police in Lucknow city, whose tricks and roguery 
are notorious, and who was then Hasan Razd Khdn’s. 
general agent and factotum. When the Begams came 
to Lucknow, and the proclamation of their supremacy 
over all the nobles of Lucknow was issued, the orders 
of Matbd‘ ‘Ali Khdn, the Nawdb Begam’s eunuch, who 
was a very close friend of Hasan Razd Khdn’s, were 
as good as a divine revelation. Ldla Hemrdj was their 
go-between for the transaction of business. Shekh 
Zaiml’kdbdm asked me to introduce him* to Hemrdj. 
As there was no ceremony between us, I took him 
with me. The moment the two of us entered and his 
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eyes fell on the Shekh, he jumped up and showed 
hignself most polite and attentive, made a low bow as 
if to a king; grasped the Shekb’s arms and seated Tbira 
on his official seat, and stood before him with folded 
hands in the most respectful attitude where the shoes 
'were lying put off below, silent and trembling. I 
quietly 'Whispered in his ear: “ What’s the meaning of 
‘^all this mockery?” He replied: ‘‘My senses are 
“ gone just now. I am not myself in* his presence. 
“ For God’s sake take him away, and do not bring him 
“ here again.” I said : “What has entered your head? 
“ Who do you think he is and why has he come? ” He 
replied: “ I can do nothing.” “ Well,” said I, “ you 
“ must at any rate say something.” “ I gather from 
“ the man’s face,” said he, “that if he liked he could 
“ rend a piece of earth and add it on to heaven, and 
“ vice versdj if he pleased : and there is no difficult 
“affia-iron earth to settle which he cannot contrive to 
“ arrange, but he is in some desperate strait which is 
“ too much for him with all his ability ; he has heard 
“ of the proclamation regarding the Begams’ powers* 
“ and has found out the friendship which exists between 
“ you and me, and he has pressed for an introduction. 
“ All I have to say is that I, a helpless old man, cannot 
“ hope to accomplish what he is unable to do.” I said : 
“ He has no object in view. He merely wanted to 
“meet you” “You’re wrong,” he said. “I shall 
“ esteem it a great favour if you will take him away 
“ until 1 collect my senses and then let him tell me his 
“ object.” What Zainu’l‘abdm had in view was this. 
His grandfather in the days of the groat ‘Alamgir 
had bought the proprietary right in a village and ob^ 
tain^d pQss.ession. It was confiscated in the time of 
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B!itijd‘u’d(3anlab and passed out of bis ancestors’ hands. 
Hasan Raz4 Kh^n wished to purchase the village whije 
he was Minister of the Siibah. The. descendants of the 
old proprietors came forward, described themselves as 
the then proprietors of the place, and proceeded to 
sell. Shekh Zainn’k^bdfn beard of this, appeared with 
the deed of sale which had been drawn in his grand- 
father’s name, and managed* to extract, three hundred 
rupees from Hasan Razd. Khdn’s agents. He wanted 
four hundred rupees besides from Hasan Razd Khdn 
himself, whose local agents had entered upon possession 
of the village without due formality. They had neither 
obtained the original deed of sale from the Shekh nor 
acquired a new title-deed. When the old agents were 
■displaced and Makhii Khdn was appointed in their 
place, the Shekh asked him for half the money. He 
refused to pay it. The Shekh wanted Hemrdj to obtain 
.Matbii‘ ‘Ali Khdn’s permission to introduce him directly 
to Hasan Razd Kbdn and ignore Makhii Khdn, so that 
he might obtain the sum without giving up the old 
deed or writing a new one. 

In short, Hemrdj was in the affairs of life liberal, 
generous, trustworthy, genial and agreeable, and in all 
concerns of his employers true to them. He built 
in his day many Hindu temples, and, having raised u 
lofty residence for himself, he died in the very height 
of his wealth and power. 

Akhwand Ahmad ‘Ali, resident of Kasmandi, a vil- 
A^hwaud Ahmad l^ge of the Malihdbdd pargana, was 
‘Mi. appointed in 1176 A,H. [1762 A.D.] 

tutor to the eunuchs, Jawdhir ‘Ali Khdn, ‘Ambar ^Ali 
Khdn, Latdfat ‘AliKhdn, Yiisuf ‘Ali Khdn, and Muhani'* 
mad Wajih, and continued to hold that appointment 
until. Nusrat ‘AH Khdn, Kdzir, died in 1182 A.H. 
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[1768 A.D.] and Jawdhir *AH Khdn succeeded to tLi# 
I^i^zdrat. All these eunuchs obtained posts of impor- 
tance. Akhwand Ahmad ‘Ali then became an hgent 
in the various oflSioes of his former pupils, and he*®ingly 
performed the duties of all. He was an upright man 
of good address. He couldmot find any one as trust- 
worthy as he was himself, and so he allowed no one 
to share his responsibilities j but he was on the look- 
out for a I’cliable man. He was very successful. His 
employers, his subordinates, his friends, the people of 
the city and villages, were all pleased with him. H© 
lived in Faiz^b^d in the enjoyment of a good name, 
and not a complaint was ever heard about him from 
any one’^s lips. Every one was contented and happy. 
He was very generous and open-handed. There is no 
room here to tell all his good qualities, hut a few will 
be mentioned. The Baliu Begam has been known to 
order from the goods worth two or three thou- 

sand rupees, and then, naming a sum, tell him to settle 
the account for so much, but the owners of the goods 
were not satisfied with the price named by the Begam. 
He used to pay the shopkeepers in such cases what- 
ever they wanted, bearing the loss himself. When M 
went to Lucknow, Jawdhir ‘Ali Kb4n used to give him 
orders to purchase horses and shawls. These he always 
brought and never asked for their price. When he 
went to the house of a special friend on the occasion 
of a wedding or a funeral, he paid the expenses of all 
the ceremonies himself. To all under-servants of every 
degree he used to pay an extra allowance from his 
own pocket, bearing a fixed proportion according to their 
degree to the monthly pay they drew from their em^ 
ployers* Once some sweeper or other dishonest serf apt 
2p 
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stole the silver chains of the prickers of the matchlcfciks 
of Jawdhir ‘Ali Khdn’s bodyguard, and the order w^s 
given that alh the servants should be fined a month’s 
pay, •Akhwand Ahmad •‘Ali remonstrated against piin^ 
ishing all for the fault of one, and said he would noake 
good the chains. He was* told that the order was meant 
to operate as a warning for the future. When pay day 
came round, he said nothing to his master, but paid 
the whole of th« men. The rascal had found the theft 
sweet, so he repeated it. Jawdhir ‘Ali Khdn then 
ordered that all the men should refund one month’s 
wages to him, and he called in three thousand rupees 
in this way • and handed them over to the keeper of 
his private purse. Akhwand Ahmad ‘Ali now made 
gold chains and put them on the muskets and paid 
the servants from his own purse. When we had such 
a master and such an adviser, we passed our days in 
wonderful happiness and freedom from care. Ten ,or 
twelve thousand men there were in the time of the 
Bahu Begam so happy that they held the stories of the 
golden days of Naashirwdn and Shdhjahdn to be but 
myths. The lot of all the tenants of the jdgirs and 
the population of the city and the sepoys and of the 
members of the official circle was alike smooth and 
happy. Of a ruler such as this it may be well said 


But, 


Soldier and subject praise alike thy sway, 
This for thy justice loves thee, that his pay4 

Though we gather in a circle 

And we shut the door on care, 
There is one will come to part us 
And will find an entrance there. 


* Lit., “looked on the time of Naushirwto and Sh^hjahSn as * 
a calendar out of date.” 
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And so it was. Tn the beginning of Jam5di,ussdni 1206 
Ai.H. [1792 A.D ] Akbwand Ahmad ‘AH fell iH. A 
-severe fever laid hold of him and he suffered for two 
months and some days. The most able phylieians 
and righteous mendicants of the utmost sanctity, and 
sorcerers, charmers, and astrologers, dosed him and 
prayed for him and adopted all means that man posses- 
ses, whether' the teaching of science or the outcotne 
of experience, and alms were given tO the poor, and 
pious and good works were done for his recovery, but 
water seemed only like oil to feed the fire. When his 
appointed time came, his spirit fled from its earthly cage 
at the hour of prayer on the morning of the 8th 
Sha‘bd/n. 

The darb^r was now without any so eflBcient an 
official, and the arrangements which had lasted un- 
broken for twenty-eight years were now interrupted. 
Affhough he had left adult children by a mistress, 
Jaw^hir ^Ali Kh4n addressed me and said ; “ You have 
** always been a co-operator with A^hwand Ahmad ‘Ali 
“ in the revenue assessment of the mahdls, and have 
‘‘ been employed to realize the revenue from the col- 
lectors. You are acquainted with this work, and I 
^‘appoint you on probation to succeed him. Do your 
“ best now to collect the same amount that Akhwand 
“ Ahmad ‘Ali handed to me every year. I shall then 
appoint you permanently to the office of agent.,'’ 
As Fazl ‘Ali, the deceased’s sister’s son, had been 
instructed in all the ways of the department by me^ 
and he had received solemn promises from me, |ind this 
splendid appointment was not destined for me, so now, 
although Sidi Sikandar ‘Ali as a friend pressed me not 
to let this opening slip and urged me to accept the 
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appointment and become the head of this vast estabt 
lishnjent, I declined the offer, and I advised Jawdlfip 
‘AH Khdn to appoint Fazl ‘Ali to succeed Akhwand 
Ahmad ‘Ali. He did not approve of the suggestion. 
I did my utmost for three days to move him and at 
last carried the point. The first thing the shortsighted,, 
ungrateful, and venomous crtature did was to set about 
ousting me. There are some circumstances under 
which a man’s character is sure to be found out : first, 
when he is travelling with others j second, when he is 
living in the same house with others; third, in money- 
lending or partnership in business and the like; fourth, 
a rise in the world. I had had experience of Fazl ‘Ali 
in the first three, but I had had no experience of him, 
in the fourth case. He had from his childhood ap- 
proached me with obsequiousness and flattery. Man,, 
being weak and imperfect, cannot tell the true charac- 
ter of his fellow-men. God alone who made men 
knows their good and their bad qualities. When Fazl 
.‘Ali had made himself sure of his appointment, he 
resolved that he would remove every official who had 
served under Akhwand Ahmad ‘Ali. He succeeded' 
in getting rid of them all within less than a year, and 
}ie disgusted all the friends of his master, who had 
been accustomed to the good manners, habits, and; 
qualities of Akhwand Ahmad ‘Ali. He managed to 
maintain himself with great difficulty in a course of 
disgrace and misdoing for four and a-half years, but 
was at last overthrown by his own misbehaviour which 
bunted •him like an enemy.' He was imprisoned and 
ruined. He was discarded like a hair plucked out of 
the dough, and banished.' He lived for twenty years 
after, . but never -saw Faizdb^d^ again. He died «ti*ll* 
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cherisliing the hope of return, but carried the regi’et of 
disappointed hope to his grave, • 

Jawahir ‘Ali Khdn sought for an able man, hilt was 
unable to secure one. Ganj ‘AH 5^^n, a member of 
‘A-li Marddn Khdn’s family, who had after a long career 
in thd’Begam’s service conjmitted an embezzlement and 
been sent to prison, was released without reason after 
Akhwand Ahmad ‘AH’s death. He wh-s appointed to 
paanage the jdgirs. Although he was a polished and 
liberal man, he was a peculator; and so not more than 
two years had passed before he was imprisoned for 
life for embezzling his employer’s funds. He died soon 
after. 

Sadru’nnisd Begam was the eldest daughter of Nawdb 

DeatTa of the Na- ^m’hhnu’lmulk Sa‘ddat Khdn, and 
ivab ‘A'lija, the Na- conspicuous among good women of 
vab Begam, present for her piety, 

reverence and scrupulous care in matters of religion, and 
surpassed the ladies of her age in modesty, chastity, liber- 
ality and sense of justice. With all these qualities she 
Was endowed with a degree of courage wholly unusual 
among women, that put many brave men of her day 
to shame. After Nddir Shdh’s invasion and Nawdb 
Burhdnu’Imulk’s death, the empire began to totter, 
and the sleeping elements of strife woke to action. 
B very ragged villager fancied himself somebody. Shekhs 
I^usratullah and Farhatullah, landholders of Amethi 
Bandagi, which is fourteen miles from Lucknow, raised 
their heads and gathered a hundred thousand villagers 
Tound them. They were joined by the whole of Hasan- 
- pur, Tiloi, Garb Amethi, and the newly-converted 
JIuslim Afghans of Jagdxspur, which is known as Bdrah 
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Banaudah,^ and they took the field together. Nawdb 
Safdar Jang, Abu’lmansi'ir Khdn, although he ha(^ a 
force of Mughals and artillery, was afraid to face them 
and hesitated for a time to pitch his camp outside 
Lucknow. His delay was not due to cowardice, hut 
he felt that they were not his equals, and if by any ** 
chance he suffered a defeat, he would’ never be able 
to raise his head. Owing to his forbearance and in- 
activity the c<5ntemptible rustics grew bolder every 
day. The Nawdb Begam encouraged the Nawdb, or- 
dered the camp to be moved outside the city, and dis- 
posed of the rabble in a twinkling. 

On another occasion when, as Wazir of the Empire, 
Bafdar Jang met the Bangash Afghd,tts of Farrukhdbd,d, 
the fates were against him and he returned to Shdhja- 
h4-ndbdd, leaving bis task uncompleted. The nobles 
of the empire avoided him and the Emperor ceased to 
regard him with favour. In this case too he acted on 
the good advice of the Begam, called in the aid of the 
Marhata troops, and punished the Afghans soundly. 
He recovered his lost ground. When any difficulty 
arose, it was always settled with ease by this good 
lady’s excellent counsel. 

She bought the land within the fort of Eaizdbid 
from the local landholders and proprietors, so that her 
daily prayers should be acceptable! to God. Naw4b 


* The author gives the following note : “ Barah Banaudah is 
a Hindi term, hdraA being twelve and ban a jungle, ie., there are 
twelve* jungles in this neighbourhood, which afford shelter and a 
measure of subsistence to the villagers." 

t The daily private prayers of a Muhammadan are five,, and if 
they be said on land oppressively taken from another, they are not • 
acceptable in the eyes of Gfod. 
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Shujd'u’ddaulah, her son, paid her the . most profound 
respect, and if God forgave him his sins, it will have 
been for this. He was building for her a fine house 
On the banks of the river, with quarters for her serA^ants; 
and pending its completion she was living in the Moti 
Bdgh, which is in the heart of the city, hut he died 
befol'e^it was quite finished, She turned from the 
world and its concerns and remained where she was. 
She took Dankosh, which is known as^ Bahdr, in the 
south, and ‘Aliganj near Lucknow, and some small 
zila‘s, such as Begamganj near Faizdbdd and Raiganj 
in Awadh, and zila‘ Bhatd,,i near Salon, for the mainten- 
ance of her household, and satisfied herself with that 
allotment. She devoted the rest of her life to prayer 
and penances. Her eunuchs were Mubarram ‘Ali Khdn, 
Ndzir, Htifdt ‘Ali Khdn, Jdwed ‘Ali Khdn, Matbii‘ 
Kh4n, Mian Bahrahydb, Sukhnfahm, Midn Shafaqqat, 
Miin Ddnd,, Bakhtdwar, and Tez Hosh, also called 
Firasat Mahli ; and there were also some others who 
used to come to see her. All of these had friends, 
companions and servants. They formed a little court 
that added lustre to the city. There were five hundred 
sepoys to guard her residence and offices: and able 
physicians and many nobles of the Delhi court, who 
were in reduced circumstances, obtained employment 
in her service. She followed the style and fashion of 
the days of ‘Alamgir and Bah4dur Sh4h. When she 
went out she was escorted by macebearers decently . 
dressed, and elephants with flags and drums, all mov- 
ing in good order and slowly, not like the nobles -of 
these days, who hurry along so unnecessarily, so fast 
Ah at their footmen are bathed in perspiration after a 
few paces and sometimes slip and fall. Yet thfy grq|itjy 
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affect this unbecoming style. AH her dealings with 
her tenantry and shopkeepers were fair and honour^le. 
There was no oppression or compulsion. Her servants 
enj(iyed a sense of ease and security. 

I must here tell a story which I heard from a reli- 
able source. When the Begam was six months gone 
with child, Shujd'ii’ddanl^h that was, she s!lw in a 
dream a person writing with a pen on a tablet of wood. , 
She asked wlfo he was and what he was writing. He 
said: “You have in your womb a boy. I am looking 
“ into his destiny, to see what will happen to him in 
“ his lifetime.” The Begam asked him how long will 
he live. “Forty years,” was the reply. “That’s very 
little,” said the Begam: “add something.” The writer 
added two. She spoke again and said: “ Forty-two is 
about the same as forty.” And he answered: “To 
please you I add two more.” The Begam then began 
to entreat him, but he vanished, and she awoke. 
Though this was only a dream, yet, owing to the weak- 
ness of humanity, it created a strong impression on her 
heart. When Shujd‘u’ddaulah’s age had passed forty, 
and he was encamped in Rdmghdt for the assistance 
of the Ruhelas, the Begam made preparation for a 
pilgrimage to the House of Grod (Mecca), and intended 
to go and take up her permanent residence in the holy 
place, that she might not see the evil day she dreaded. 
She asked the Nawdb’s permission to leave. He wrote 
to her from E^mghdt saying he too intended to make 
the pilgrimage and he would join her. The intention^ 
was never carried out. Next year, when the Ruhela war 
took place, the Begam started after his victory with- a 
heart full of fears and apprehension from Luckno^ 
and went to Baisauli, and returned with her. son to 
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Faizdb^d. After his death slie never left her house but 
twifje, when Nav'db Asafu’ddaulah induced her to come 
to Lucknow. She lived for twelve years after her 
:i:eturn from Lucknow, when Wazir ‘Ali Khdn's marilage 
had taken place. She observed a fast of three months 
hvery year, and she built a mosque and Imdmbdra 
behind 4he Moti Bdgh. On the 28th of Ziqa‘d 1210 
A. H. [1796 A. D.] she expired while bending her body 
at Zuhr prayer.* The words “ Bangla kfeardb shud "f 
are the chronogram of her death. They laid her to 
rest by Shujd‘u’ddaulah’s side in the Guldb Bdri. 

As her death was sudden, it caused great consterna* 
tion in Faizdbdd generally, and chiefly among her 
dependants and servants. First there was the death 
of their mistress and next the dread of inquiries by 
Asafu’ddaulab. People lost their senses and began to 
think of their own safety. Matbii' ^Ali Khdn was 
especially apprehensive, as he was the most influential 
of all the eunuchs. There was round him a large circle 
of friends, Saiyads, Mughals, and Shekhs of eminent 
piety, and when this blow fell upon him he distributed 
to those friends around him, whom he had long known 
and trusted, for safe keeping the money, the gold and 
silver, the costly clothing, shawls, and the like, and 
the jewels and the weapons, which he had collected 
during the seventy -five years that had elapsed since 
the rise of Burh^nu’lmulk ; and he sat secure. Soon 
came Tahsin ‘Ali Kh^n, a eunuch, from Asafu’ddaulah 


* There are five houi’s of prayers : Fajr, when light appears oa 
the horizon; Zuhr, after noon of day at maximum heat; ‘Asr, when 
objects cast shadow double their length ; Maghrib, after sunset ; 
^Tsb^ when twilight has ended. 

t Bangla (Faizabdd) was ruined. 
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to take possession of the Begam’s estate. He imprison- 
ed^ all the eunuchs and took Matbii' ‘AH Khan to 
Lucknow. Nawab A^safu’ddaulah examined him upon 
oatli as to the estate of his deceased grandmother. He 
Said that he had given up all that there was and he 
placed his hand on the Nawdb’s head and swore this. 
The news of this travelled to Faizdbdd and reached the 
friends he had trusted. The whole of them at once 
proved faithless and forgot the claims of friendship and 
service of thirty years, and turned their backs upon 
him: while he feared to ask them for his property lest 
they should resort to shifts and raise reports which 
miffht reach the ears of the Nawdb Wazir and his Minis- 
ters. So he said nothing. Sometime after Asafu’ddau- 
lah’s death Hasan Bazd Khdn as a friend of Malbd.‘ ‘AU 
Khd-n’s found fault with him for not knowing better the 
men with whom he had mixed for years. Matbu‘ ‘Ali 
]Khdn said that they had then needed him, anchthey 
concurred in everything he said and chorused all his 
actions with “ Bismillah” and “Alhamdulillah,” and he 
had no chance of finding them out: that he would have 
been open to reproach if he had not trusted them rather 
than servants; where was he |o get angels or genii to 
do his bidding?* 

Where thousands of labourers derived their stippOt^fe 
directly and indirectly from an establishment such als 
this had been, and soldiers and shopkeepers and various 
persons with claims were dependent upon her bounty, 
the death of the Begam caused a wonderful dispersion. 
Theb eunuchs wandered to Lucknow and some prepared 
for the journey to Mecca, while others dragged out the 

* This paragraph is a compressed rendering of two long pages of 
utterly profitless dialogue. 


DEATH OP 


262 

remnants of their lives in distress. I saw her maid-ser- 
van|l^s, who had lived modestly in the seclusion of the 
harem, now hiding themselves, in some old building with- 
in the fort, huddled together like grain in a pitcher (fr a 
sack, subsisting on two or three rupees a month: and 
even this they got from the Bahu Begam. No one knows 
what ha© happened to them since she died. The change 
came in the twinkling of an eye, and not a trace is 
now l^t of the nobles and gentry who tlsed to come 
night and morning to pay court at her door. “And so/’’ 
saith the Almighty, “ I work changes in the fortunes 
of men,” * 

I now proceed to give an account of Naw^b Bani 
Kh4nam Sdhiba, who was one of 
the noble residents of Faizdbdd. She 
• was the wife of Nawdb Najmu’d- 
daulah Is,hdq Khd,n and daughter of Qdsim ‘Ali Kb4n. 
Regai’ding his intimacy with the Emperor Muhammad 
Shdh, Mir Ghuldm Ali, who wrote under t\iQ pseudonym 
of Azdd, and other historians of the present day have 
written to the effect that his influence with the Emperor 
was greater than that of the Agent-general, Nawdb 
iCsaf Jdh, and of the Grand Wazir, Nawdb Qamru’ddln 
Khdn. As his history and the growth of his intimacy 
with the Emperor are too well known to need more 
than mention here, I turn to narrate the history of his 
wife. The Emperor out of regard for the Nawdb used 
to call Bani Khdnam “ Bahu,” a term used in Hindi of a 
son’s wife, and the Nawdb received daily proofs of the 
Emperor’s favour as long as he lived. The robe which 
he wore on the day of his coronation he presented to 

lif. “ These daya -we change among men’^ (Quran)u 
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Najmu’ddaulah, and as long as Bani Khdnam lived it 
remained in ber wardrobe. When she died, it ,was 
confiscated to Naw4b i^safu’ddaulab and is now. in the 
roy^l wardrobe at Lucknow. Flowers were worked 
on it on both sides alike with rubies, emeralds, and 
diamonds. Tt must have cost more than a lak olF 
rupees. The glitter of the jewels dazzled the eyes of 
spectators. To be brief, in the time of the Emperor 
Ahmad Shdh^ when he had no longer the same respect 
Or regard paid to him at court, he went with Nawd.b 
Safdar Jang Abu’lmansdr Khdn from Shdlijahdndbdd, 
when he went to fight the Bangash Afghans, resigned 
himself to death and sought an escape from the troubles 
of life. His widow, Bani Khdnam, after the ruin 
wrought in Shdhjahdndbdd by the successive incursions 
of Ahmad Abddli, King of fr^n, the plundering forces 
of the Marhatas, the Ruhelas, and the Jdts, left that 
city and sought safety under the shadow of Shuj4‘u'd- 
daulah. The Nawdb Wazfr received her with the 
utmost care and attention. Besides the money and the 
vessels and clothing and rare products of many coun* 
tries befitting her rank and dignity, which he sent 
her as his guest on the day of her arrival, he allotted 
her five thousand rupees a month and assigned her 
pargana Jagd/spur from which to draw the monuyv 
Almds ‘Ali Kh4n, whose history is too well known to 
need narration, was one of her slaves. The Bahu 
Begam, who worshipped her as if she had been 
her mother, paid her as great respect as she did to 
the Naw'^db Begam: and she resided inside the fort of 
Faizdbad in the house built by ‘Ali Beg Khd,n. She 
was so modest and chaste that she would not pej- 
mit even her own brother, Xgha ‘Ali Kh^n, to com© 
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into her presence without being announced. When 
she ^wished to see her brother, she carefully wound up 
even her hands and feet, so that not a bit of her was 
visible except her face. As she had only this ®ne 
brother and not a child of her own, she loved him most 
&deutly. This brother, who lived on ins sister, so far 
forgot hknself that he bid good bye to the observance 
of fasts and his daily prayers, and was always in a 
state of intoxication. He did not know-how to tie a 
turban on his head and used to wear a tiara. He 
neglected his wife and children and cohabited with 
strange women. At last he formed an intrigue with 
Kdrjalidn, one of his sister's slaves, the custodian of 
her jewels and treasure, whose husband, Muhammad 
Bal^h,* was living. The story of this has already been 
told in connection with Jaw4hir ‘Ali Eh^n. When the 
secret became known to Bani Khdnam, she turned him 
and !]^iirjahdn out of her house, and never looked on his 
face again as long as she lived. She took more 
thought for her relatives than has ever been seen or 
heard to have been taken by good men or women in 
other days. When she heard that any daughter of 
either a relative or a stranger was of an age to marry 
and her guardians were not in possession of funds, she 
undertook to bear all the expenses and earned the great 
merit of a good deed. She was a generous dispenser 
of charity. Poor people from Delhi and Lucknow 
came to her and obtained relief. As she had savings 
accumulated in the past, she added from them some- 
thing to her five thousand rupees’ fixed stipend, when 
the day for disbursement came, and gave to her*owa 


• * The name is here given Salih, bat in the previous passage re- 

ferred tp in the text it is §alah. The present reading seems an error,. 
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relations and to strangers. When she had passed four- 
score years, she died after a few days’ illness on the 
15^h Shaww^l in the year ...... A.H.* and left: a large 

cirele of mourners. Her large establishment had given 
good custom to the shopkeepers of the city and a great 
deal of money changed bands. The prosperity of th®, 
city declined after her death and that of the Naw^h 
Begam. * 

A third death followed. Nawdb Zafaru’ddaulah, 
Nawd-b Mirza ‘Ali Kb^n’s eldest son, who was fond of 
a large escort, both mounted and foot, and adorned bis 
person, and used to distribute alms to poor and indi- 
gent people, died soon after this. Four hundred men 
had been dependent upon him. When these nobles had 
died, the only powerful person left was the Baku Begam. 
As her establishment was well managed and she sup- 
ported some ten thousand men, and Jaw4hir ‘Ali Kh4n 
had a fancy for gathering round him all kinds of •men, 
the people of the city dwelt tappy and prosperous under 
the shadow of bis protection, and none of them missed 
the great patrons who bad passed away. 

For a year before bis death Nawdb Xsafu’ddaulah 

Death of isafu’d- *0 despondently in 

daulah ; the Baba Be- tbe presence of bis orderlies, who 

grows dissatisfied with Were constantly ju attendance upon 

Sa'Mat ‘Ali and returns him.' For instance, when the news 
to Faizdbad ; death of ^ \ 

Jawdhir ‘Ali Khan: of the approach of Zamdn Shdh, 

Darab ‘Ali I^h^a Xing of Trdn and parts of Turkis- 

tdn, spread through Hiridustdn, the 

Naw/h said : “All the - people of this country but me 

“ will see the commotion the king’s invasion will cause. 


* Tbe year is left blank in the MS, 
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“ I shall not live to see it.” I have heard from Shekh 
Mnharamad ‘Afd, a dirge-singer who was for many 
years a companion of Raja Jhdo La4j that a Brahman 
of Bandras, who was in great distress and had "two 
unmarried daughters, was begging from all wealthy 
/flindiis and Musalmiins, bankers and traders in the city. 
•Not one^.of them bad any pity for him. He despaired 
of help and took to the hiRs and forests. He passed 
beyond the Bitiil hill and wandered on in destitution. 
He came to a place covered so thickly with shady trees 
that for several stages he could not see the sky. In 
the middle of this black forest he saw a small building 
of baked bricks. He was astonished, walked round it, 
saw a small door, opened it with great difficulty and 
entered. He saw a man in each corner, buried in 
meditation on God and forgetful of all else. He sat 
down on one side. When it was evening, they raised 
tbeir^ heads and proceeded to provide food which is the 
staff of life. They went through their customary oper- 
ations. Whatever they had they brought and gave a 
fifth part to their new guest. They made signs with 
their bands to him and inquired who he was. He told 
bis story. One of the four took a leaf of Bhojpatra’* 
and wrote some words on it, which were neither Hindi, 
Persian, nor Arabic, with bis own hand, handed it to 
him and told him to take it to Lucknow and show it 
to ilsatVddaulah in the distance, when he was out taking 
an airing ; that he would at once give him a present 
bf a thousand rupees and take the writing from him. 
He added: “ When you get close up to him and enter 
“into conversation with him, don’t be afraid, bul say 


* The bark of a kind of birch. 
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** tliat tlie senders of this note tell him that his term 
“ of Jife in this world is come to an end and he m&st 
“ corne quickly.” The man travelled on till he came 
to Lucknow, confronted AsafuMdaulah when out riding 
in his litter, showed him the note in the distance. %. 
The moment the Naw4b Wazir saw him, he sJ:opped 
his litter and called the man. He took the letter from 
him and put it^ in his pocket, and ordered Rdja Jhdo 
La‘l to give the man a thousand rupees at once and 
feed him well as long as he chose to remain at Lucknow. 
When the Brahman approached close to the Nawah, 
he delivered the message, and the Nawdb replied: “I 
know.” R4ja Jb|,o Lad inquired from the Brahman at - 
his house and heard the whole story. He wondered what 
the secret was. He visited the Naw4b Wazir, meaning 
to find out the secret, but the Nawhb Wafzr knew by 
his face wbat be intended and, before be could ask any 
^questions, said: “ Take care and ask no q^uestions about 
“ the Brabmau. I shall say nothing.” He ventm-ed 
again to ask some question and was peremptorily 
stopped. Six months afterwards, when the Rdja and 
the Nawdb Wazir were alone together, he said to him : 
Ever since the Brahman came I have been perplexed 
about his secret.” The Nawdb Wazir replied: “They 
“ are my brothers and they have sent for me.” The 
one could not venture to ask any more and the other 
would deign to offer no further explanation.* If this 
story be true, it is a wonder who XsafuMdaulah can 
really have been with all the despicable qualities which 
he showed during the twenty-three years of his rule. 


* Here follews a silly speonlation as to whether there are such • 
folk as these four ascetics and a homily as to our limited knowledge 
of God’s creation. 

q • 
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There is a proof that there is some truth in the story*. 
He ■was certain that he was going to die. Thouglji the 
Begarji and his courtiers and physicians entreated him, 
he would take no medicines and he would not regulate 
his diet, for he considered everything useless. If this 
be not true, the writer will be punished.^ 

In the month of Safar Kb began to suffer with dropsy, 
and the Balm Begam came to Lucknow in great dis- 
tress to see him. He was very firm and never expressed 
any fear of death or regret for life. If any of his serv- 
ants happened to express sympathies for his sitfferings, 
he grew angry and ordered him away. If Tafazzul 
Hnsen Khdn, the minister, or the English Resident at 
Lucknow, inquired after his health, he said that he was 
quite well, and he talked as loudly and freely as he did 
when he had been in perfect health. Yet it is a hard 
struggle when one is face to face with the Angel of 
Death. f Prophets, even though they know the issue 
beforehand, lose heart. 

When Plato wept with breaking heart, 

‘‘ Why weepest thou 1 ’* they said. 

“No tear,’' quoth he, “by human eye 
“ But for some cause is shed.” 

“ So long my body and my soul 
“ Have lived with single heart, 

' * I weep to think the day will come 
“ When friends so true must part.” 

NieXmi Gaejavs. 

When I bethink me I must leave 
Some day this garden fair, 

I tremble like a naked fo.rm • 

Touched by the winter air. 


^APibratu ala’lrdvi. 

I a story about Adam. 
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Yet blame me not the thought of death 
Should cause me Such distress, 

• For now of life I realize 
^ The utter prihelessness. 

JTo patriarch for all his days 
But felt his courage fail : 

Can I then hope the foe to face 
And hot with tremo| quail ? 

Be there the man will dare to say 
" I do not fear to die ; 

E’en though he drew Messiah’s breath, 

I call his words a lie. 

What though his lips indeed should feign 
To sing the roundelay, 

The sighs that from his bosom rise 
A stricken heart betray. 

NXziJi HirXtI. 

Notwithstanding all his firmness, when the Begam 
came to see him and her maternal tears began to ^w*> 
he too butst into tears, and, ae long as the two were 
together, they did nothing but weep. On the 28th 
Eabi'u’lawwal 1212 A.H. [1797 A.D.] his spirit fled to 
the other world. 

Praised be God, no one can ask him the why or 
wherefore of his actions. 1 remember when the Nawdb * 
Begam died, Muharram ‘Alt KhAn Ndzir and Matbd‘ 
‘Ali Khdn were arrested and called upon to produce her 
property. About that time Jawdihir ‘Ali Khdn took 
from the Begam to Xsafii'ddaulah, who was atLucknoVj 
the complimentary robe which it was usual to present 
on his Jbirthday. Nawdb Aisafu’ddaulah said to Jawd,hir 
‘Ali Khdn: “As there was no account of income and 
“ expenditure kept at my grandmother’s, her eunuchs* 
“ have got into trouble. I hear that proper accounts are 



260 


MIMOIES OE 


not kept at my mother's: you will get into similar 
“ trouble some day. Take care and have the accounts 
“ straight from the very beginniug.” “ Very well,” said 
Jawdhir ‘Ali Khdn, who became mirch alarmed. While 
^ he lived he was beset by this fear. By the will of God 
Asafu’ddaulah died before him, a year and some months 
after tfiis conversation, and^the Bahu Begam carried off 
a great part of the Nawdb’s property, elephants, tents, 
animals, 'such as blue antelope, wild buffaloes, and milch- 
cows, which she selected from his stock, and she lived 
twenty years after her son’s death. 

Wazlr ‘Ali, Nawdb Asafu’ddaulah’s adopted son, 
succeeded him, but was, owing to his evil habits, impri- 
soned after four months. The Company then sent word 
to the Bahu Begam, asking her to "state what her wishes 
were, as they would carry them out. To this she replied 
that, although Asafu’ddaulah had taken possession of 
certain estates which had been her property from the 
time of Shuj4‘u’ddau]ah, she had said nothing, as he was 
her son, but now she wished that they might be restored. 
Accordingly T^ndah and the Nawdbganj which lies on 
the north of the Ghdgra, and the rights of cattle-brand- 
ing in the sdbah, and Ismadlganj, which is near Yahiyd,- 
ganj in the city of Lucknow, and the towns of Undm 
and Wazirganj, were assessed at their annual value, and 
instead of them were assigned to the Begam the Chaklas 
of Haveli Awadh, Edmpur, and Naurdhi. Another point 
which the Begam pressed was that the pensions of the 
women left by Shuj4‘u’ddauiah’s inferior wives and Bur- 
hdnulmulk’s chief wife, and their family dependents, 
were fixed in cash and were realized with the utmost 
''difficulty, so that they were in great straits : and shte 
asked for the Gondah mafadf that she might have it, 
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SO that shp should he able to pay these persons monthly. 
Thm too was granted to her. She returned to Fmzr 
^bdd, when these negotiations had been completed, 
after* an absence of one year and seven months, but 
she left under a feeling of resentment against ]S[awdl>^ 
yaminu’ddaulah Sa^ddat ‘AH Khdn. 

The reason of her estrangement from the IS'awdH 
was this. When the Begam went to Lucknow, forty 
dishes were seni; to her in the morning and the same 
number in the evening, from Nawdb Asafu’ddaulah'& 
kitchen. As the Begam used to eat but one meal in 
the day, and that was at noon, and these meals were. a 
variety of delicacies, her slave-girls and handmaids* 
used to eat them. Maulavi Fazl ‘Az{m Khdn repre- 
sented to the Nawdb Wazir that four hundred rupees 
were daily spent on these dishes, that the Begam did 
not touch them and all was lost on her, while he was 
at great pains and trouble. It was then proposed: 
through Jawdhir ‘AH Khdu that, if the Begam would 
be satisfied, four hundred rupees would be handed over 
daily from the Nawdb’s kitchen account, and they should 
cook what they pleased in the Begam’s kitchen. In 
accordance with this plan, for the two months that 
Asafu’ddaulah was ill and the four months that Wazk 
‘AH was on the throne, and one month under JMawAi> 
Yaminu'ddaulah, four hundred rupees were daily dis^ 
bursed. The Maulavi sent this amount every mornings 
The day that Nawd.b Yaminu’ddaulah was invested by 
the Begam with the robe of office, he laid his head at 
her fee4 and asked her to place his turban on his head 
as a blessing,, and he promised to show her such rever- 
ence that she would absolutely forget his half-brother • 
Asafu’ddaulah. After a mouth had passed, when he 
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ijispected tbe accounts of liis household expenditure 
and signed orders for increase or reduction in va^ous 
departments, he drew his pen through these four^hun- 
dred rupees and allowed only twO/ hundred. This act 
greatly displeased the Begam and she said : “ My son 
“is very mean. In the first place, all this wealth 
comes from ShujdVddai^ah and then from Xsafu'd- 
daulah, and it is really mine. In the next place, 
“ I am only a guest for a few days at Lucknow. I will 
soon return to Faizd,b^d : and if ten or twenty thou- 
“sand rupees of Sliujdhi’ddaulah’s savings were spent 
^‘on my followers, what great loss would there be?’* 
She then grew silent. The case, however, stood exactly 
as she put it. Where lake were being spent, it was 
utterly unbecoming a prince to practice economy on the 
Bahu Begam for those few days. 

A second cause of her dissatisfaction was this. The 
Gumti rose, owing to excessive rain, and caused a flood. 
This inundation ^ras so great that several steps of the 
Burj Tiidji were covered with water, and the buildings 
occupied by the eunuchs, and the cookhouse, which 
were thatched, were swept away. For this reason they 
moved into the Pachpauliya, and the lower part of it 
was used as the Begam’s cookhouse and thatched 
sheds were erected there. As the powder-magazine 
was close by, Mir Nisdr ‘Ali, the superintendent of the 
Begam’s cooking establishment, was asked to remove 
these thatches and take his fires to a distance. The 
Begam heard this and flew into a rage, and sent Ddrdb 
^Ali Ehdn.to tell Jawdhir ‘Ali Ehdn to go at otice and 
report the matter to Mr. Lumsden, how they had 
* grown so bold as to want to remove her cooks from a 
hgilding built by AsafuMdaulah. It was sunset ah4 
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tlie Khdn was engaged in prayer. I was ordered to 
make this report to the Resident through Ghulim 
Q^dfr Kh4n of J4jis^ the Residency Munshi. I wSnt 
the moment I was ordered and what followed was the 
result The cookhouse was maintained where it stood. 

A third cause of ill-feeling was this. Shujd'u'ddaulah 
had so high a regard for the Begam that no on^ dared 
venture to mention to he/ the names of his inferior 
wives or the name of any of his sons except Xsafu’ddau- 
kh. After the Nawdb’s. death they gradually made her 
acquaintance, and ITaminu'ddaulah and Mirza Jangali 
were sometimes admitted to see her. After the lapse 
of very many years the inferior wives addressed her 
and said that they were like her slave-girls, that it 
was fair they should be hidden from her while Shujd‘u^d- 
daulah lived ; but they now begged that when she went 
out to take an airing in the gardens, she would permit 
them to attend on her. In accordance with their 
request, she gave an order that they should procure 
hired bullock coaches from the Mzdr and accompany 
her. They went oirt with her in this fashion and they 
used to stand in her presence. The rule was that they 
should not sit down : only such as were persons of 
distinction were allowed to take a seat, 'and that behind 
her. That was all the consideration shown to them. 
When Nawdb Yaminu’ddaulah became ruler he invited 
his mother to Lucknow, and she used to ride out in 
front of the Burj ^ild,i, where the Balm Begam was 
living, in the same splendour as the Begam herself, in 
a sedan chair, with drums carried and heaten on horses 
and camels. This was even more annoying than the 
other circumstances to the Bahu Begam, and she was 
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enraged beyond measure. She forbid the processioti 
to pass that way. 

"These three eirciimstances gave the Begam ^reat 
annoyance and she was driven to sending for<*Mr. 
Lumsden^ ’and when he came she went in her sedan chair 
yrdown to the Burj Til4,i to meet him. She admitted 
no one^else but Jaw^hir ‘Ali Kbdn. She spoke for her- 
self and used no medium, %nd said : “ Asafu’ddaulah 
“ was my own son and was my heir. He died during 
“ my lifetime, and I have no legal heir left according 
“ to Muhammadan law. God hae given me money,, 
“jewels, clothes, vessels, furniture, and other property^ 
“ the finest that all parts can yield. As long as I live^ 
“ I am mistress of what I have. I make all over to 
“ the Company after my death, on condition that from 
the profits of mj estate they shall pay my dependents, 
firom generation to generation the monthly allowances 
‘^I^fix; and I request you to write and inform the 
Council in London of this fact/' The Resident left 
and reported this at once to the Council. This occur- 
rence greatly displeased Nawdb Yammu'ddaulah. He 
sent for Ddrdb ‘Ah Khdn and told him to tell the 
Bahu Begam that he was extremely ashamed of this 
hhusual proceeding: no stranger had ever beard her 
voice as long as his father or his half-brother Were 
living, and he would like to know what extraordinary' 
emergency had now arisen that she talked to a stranger, 
an EngHshman, with her own lips and not through 
another person. The Bahu Begam sent him a reply 
to the effect that it was his accession had driven her. 
to this step, and §he did not know how often if might; 
be necessary to act in the same way again : that he hadl 
*been constantly talking to the English night and 
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aij d it was ao business of bis if sbe spoke to an English - 
man about her own affairs : that sbe was her o|fii 
mistress and he bad nothing to say to her. * 

In short, in the month of Shawwdl 1213 A.H. 
[1799 A.D.] the Bahu Begam hid farewell to Lucknow 
and returned to Eaizdbdd and lived there in peace anJ^ 

ease. • 

# 

Jawdhir ‘Ali Khdn, when in F/Ucknow, obtained 
from Hasan Razd Khdn the land occupied by the JSTa- 
wdb’s former cookhouse. Hasan Razd Khdn held it. 
It stood in front of .Jawdhir ‘All’s house and be had 
coveted it for a long time, for he wished to obtain the 
land that he might build a set of oiitoffices and elect 
a long, broad, and lofty gate with a number of other 
buildings attached. He got this land and built all that 
he wanted under the superintendence of Mirza Tmdmi, 
the master of his stud. When he returned to Eaizdbdd, 
as Chakla Gondah and Chakla Haveli Awadh l&hdss 
had fallen to him to manage, he entertained more horse 
and foot than before. He lived seven months and a 
few days more to enjoy this show, and on the 15tb 
jamddijUssdni 1214 A.H. [1799 A.D.] he died. He 
was wearing ^ tight shoe, and he contracted a sore on 
fhe right foot, near the big toe. It grew worse daily 
and no ointment could cure it. He said: ‘‘I ain at 
Thy door,” and fled to the other world. 

Seven days later the Bahu Begam conferred on 
D4rdb ‘Ali Khdn the ofiice of general agent, and gave 
him an ele})hant and a curtained palankeen and so on, 
all tBat Emperors give to Haft-Ha^4ris. He in turn 
conferred robes on all the military officers and heads 
of offices at the Begam’s palace gate acco-rding to thw 
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rank and importance, Nearly five hundred employes 
were discharged by him by the Bahu Begam’s order, 
and the pay of some others was reduced. He railed 
a new, long, broad, and lofty Imdmbdra of brick, ^'in- 
stead of the old wooden structure built by Jawdhir 
^li Khdn. Although Jawdhir ‘Ali Khdn’s house was 
a magnificent building, he built a fine new addition in 
English style behind it,. He %uilt it because it is usual 
with nobles to avoid a place in which any#^one has died. 
He intended that the Bahu Begam should sometimes 
come and occupy it for change of air. 

:¥■ Nawib Burh^nu’lmulk had two full sisters. One 
Quarrel between hore two sons, Mirza IVluhsio and 
Agba Muhammad TaqC ]\fn’za Muqim : the Other was mo- 

fbdn, and ^ef^t of ther of Mirza Muhammad Yiisuf 
the former’s party. ^iid Naslru ’ddin Haidar Khdn. The 

Nawdb gave his daughter Hinga Begam in marriage 
to Nasfru’ddin Haidar Kh^n, and the fruit of this mar- 
riage was a daughter, SIto Begam, who was married 
tp Mirza Muhammad Amin, son of Allrza Yiisuf, and 
had by him four sous and one daughter. The sons 
were Mirza Naslr, the eldest, Mirza Muhammad Taql 
5hdu second, Mirza Bhajju third, and Mirza Ahbu 
fourth. Mirza Muhammad Naslr was iharried to a 
Begam, the daughter of ‘if^ishdran, an adopted child 
of the Nawdb Begam's; and Muhammad Taql Kh^a 
to Lutfu’nnisd., an adopted child of the Bahu Be- 
gam’s. As the Bahu Begam was very anxious to 
provide for the last-named couple, she procured a 
written assignment from Nawdb Asafu’ddaulah of three 
thousand rupees a month for them. When the Gondah 
log^ahal was transferred to the Begam while at Lucknow, 
Htoa Muhammad Taql Khdn asked Jaw^hir ‘AH Ehdg 
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to assign him tbe management of that mah^l, that he 
might be able to pay his own establishment himself 
direct from it. Jaw^bir ^Ali Khdn laid the request 
befdre the Begam, and she refused to grant it, saying 
that he was a spendthrift, that he would spend the 
whole year’s income in a brief space, and then shi^ 
would have to make good the pay of all reci4)ients of 
monthly salaries from hef own pocket. Jawdhir ‘Ali 
Khdn then said to the Begam that Mirza Muhammad 
Taqi Kb^in would give him no rest, and that he advised 
her to appoint Ddrdb ‘Ali'Khdn chief of the police of 
the Gondah mahdl. This she did. This step caused 
Mirza Muhammad Taqi Khdn so much vexation that he 
left Faizdbdd and went to reside in the Qadam Sharif at 
Lucknow, and determined to go to the Dakhin. Husen 
^Ali, one of Jawabir ‘Ali Khan’s novices, was employed 
as a peacemaker, and it was stipulated that the Begam 
should add a thousand rupees a month to the^three 
thousand Mirza Muhammad Taqi Khhn already enjoyed, 
and that he should not again aspire to hold a post of 
service in any inahdl or seek further increase of allow- 
ance. The Mirza gave a written engagement to this 
effect, and he remained silent on the subject as long as 
Jawdhir ‘Ali Kh^n lived. 

The Begam had a higher regard for Jaw^hit Al 
Kbdn than for a son, and the ceremony observed at the 
palace door was' as great as it had been in Sbujd'u^d- 
daulah’s days. When Jawdhir ‘Ali Khdn fell ill with 
that illness which proved’ fatal in nineteen days, Ms 
ailment was at first such as to excite no alarm. It was 
merely the abrasion of a piece of skin, the size of a 
finger nail, by a tight shoe. The physicians of the 
household dared not speak even to one of the slave-girls 


268 


MEMOIRS OF 


or maidservants, or smoke at the palace gate. They 
say that Masih, a surgeon, who had been for a long 
time in the Begam's service, but was now in a con- 
spiracy with some persons, aggravated the injury Und 
the physicians colluded with him. They wanted to 
remove Jawdhir ‘Ali Khdn, who was a thorn in their 
side, thajj they might be free to act as they liked and 

be unrestrained in their inf%reourse. Others wished 

• 

for his death, believing that there was ne one to take 
his place, and that they would obtain administrative 
offices and be able to misappropriate moiu'y as well as 
draw their salaries, and that there would be no one to 
overhaul their accounts. The Bahu Begam was a sharp 
woman, had witnessed the changes of fo-rtune from the 
da.ys of Bahddur Sluib to Shdh ‘A£lam and understood 
the intrigues of 8hdhjahdndbdd, discerned the hearts 
of the younger branches of her family, and so drove 
Masih from her palace and imprisoned another surgeon 
whom they had brought from Lucknow. 


Jawdhir ‘Ali Khdn had during his lifetime appointed 
Hasan ‘AH CheU to the head of his private treasury 
and other offices and placed him in charge of Salon. 
He had made Hasan ‘AH G-huUm chief of the police 
of Haveli Awadh. Ddrab ‘AH Khdn had on his recbm*^ 
mendation been entrusted with the Gondah mahdL 
But Husen ‘Ali, who was shortsighted and haughty,, 
was on such bad terms with Ddrdb ‘AH Khdn that not 
only would he not speak to him but he would not even- 
salute him. He was so intoxicated with pride that he 
would bow to no one. When they were burying J^wA- 
hir ‘AH Khdn in th-s Imdmbdra and his body had not 
even been laid in the grave, and everyone, great aind 
small, was gathered, all the servants were sitting round 
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Husen ‘Ali, while Ddrdb *Ali Khdn was sitting by him- 
self further off. The Bahu Begam was sitting in, J§.wd- 
hir ‘AH Khdn’s house, shut off by a screen. The do- 
meiltic servants came up to the curtain and asked Midn 
Sa‘ddat, the eunuch in attendance, to inquire what was 
the Begam’s order as to where they were to go and t(^ 
whom they were to look* She ordered them, t?) go and 
place themselves at Ddr^ ‘AH Khdn’s disposal. They 
came in teari to him and told him. He was himself 
sitting crying, and he wept the harder now. All the 
people who had been sitting in a circle round Husen 
‘AH now left him, turned their backs on him, and faced 
Ddrdb ‘AH Khdn. Husen ‘Ali was left alone and soon 
after got up and went to his own house, where he in- 
dulged in laments. To come to the point, Ddrdb ‘Ali 
Ehdn was invested with the office of general agent to 
the Begam the seventh day after Jawabir ‘AH Khdn’s 
death, and all the principal men who had from^heir 
hearts wished for Jaw^hir ‘Ali Eh4n's death for their 
own gain and profit, were disappointed. Aghd MulTam- 
mad Taqi Khdn now said to the Begam that Jawdliir 
‘AH Khdn had been her agent from the time of Shuj4‘- 
ffddaulah, and was a man of great influence and trust- 
worthy, and it was quite right that she had allowed him 
no authority as long as he was alive ; but that, now be 
was dead, it would be doing him a great honour if she 
made him her administrator for Haveli Awadh and 
Bachhimr^t : that his rank was not inferior to Ddrab 
‘AH Khdn’s, but, on the contrary, he was in the position 
of a son, while Ddrdb ‘Ali Khdn was a slave. The Be- 
gam told him that she had added a thousand rupees to 
his income only a year before, and that she had 
written promise that he would , never again aspii'e to 
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a malidl; that his wish could not and never would ho 
granted. When he heard this answer he left and went 
off in the direction of Bandras. The Began! sent two- 
men after him to watch where he went to and iJiote 
what he did. He drove the two men away and went 
^on. The return of the messengers exasperated the 
Begam rand she ceased her inquiries for him. He 
gained nothing at Bantos, tmd he had not any funds 
to proceed further. His companions deserted him : 
only a few remained with him. He then went in the 
utmost distress to Kdlpi^ where ‘Ali Bahadur Marhata's 
camp was pitched, and obtained an intd'rview with him. 
This general’s tents stood on a plain. The sun was 
fierce and the dust was flying. The troops were em- 
ployed in rapid daily excursions, looting villages and 
overrunning newly-acquired territory. The Xghd was 
a delicate man who had lived all his life inside cooling 
screens, dressed in muslins and cambrics, and fed on 
dainty dishes of all sbrts. He could not endure toils 
andT hardships. Although the general received him 
with attention and sent him money as a guest on the 
day of his arrival, this was not what he wanted. Edjjt 
Himmat Bahddur Goshd,io, who bad from his boyhood 
existed on the bounty of Nawdb Shujdhi’ddaulah, was 
then with ‘Ali Bahddur and had the command of two 
or three thousand cavalry. Remembering what he 
owed to the Nawdb’s family,, he began to admonish the * 
Xghd and said:. “You are spurning Paradise and its 
“ blessings and turning your back on them. You will 
“never enjoy such ease as- you do with the Begam.. 
“Since I severed my connection with her family, f have 
“not seen one happy day. It is best that T should^ 
“send a letter on yonr behalf to the Begami -and? 
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possibly sbe will for my sake, as an old servant of the 
“ family, send some one to bring you back to ber^ If 
“ sbe do, go back at once/’ Tbe Edja wrote to tbe 
Ba^u Begam, stating that out of regard for ber as his 
old misti’ess, be bad prevented tbe Agbd from wander- 
ing to Puna and Haidardb^d, and be hoped she woul^ 
send some one to bring him back. The Begam sent 
Mfr Nis4r ‘Ali, Babdr ‘4.1i Khdn’s brother, to bring 
tbe Agbd to Her on tbe express understanding that he 
should never get any increase of his monthly allowance. 
Tbe Mir went and delivered tbe Begam’s message to 
tbe Agbd, who breathed once more. When he was 
setting out on bis return he obtained through Himmat 
Babddiir’s influence, merely for tbe sake of show and to 
create an impression^ a sham patent for a j^gir yielding 
a lak of rupees under tbe seal of ‘Ali Babddur. On 
his journey home he passed through Salon, a mabdl in 
tbe Begam’s jdgir, and interviewed Husen ‘Ali €)heM, 
who resided there as local agent. It was- agreed be- 
tween them that tbe iighd should proceed in advance 
to Faizdb^d and Husen ‘Ali Cheld. should come there 
on the anniversary of Shujdhi’ddaulah's death with 
picked men and secrete them in tbe shops of the GruUh 
Bdri . market. On tbe evening of the Fdtiba, when 
there was sure to be a crowd and Ddrdb ‘AH would 
come to join the assembly of mourners, Husen ‘All’s 
men were to discharge their muskets from both sides. 
In the great crowd and tumult no one would know who 
had fired, and if one of them bit Ddrdb ‘Ali he would 
he killed: no one would even know who had prompted 
the attack, and thus they would enjoy a practical joJ:e 
as well as gain their object without being found out,., 
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A darwesh, named Muhammad ‘Ali Sbdh, who was 
a disciple of Shdh Muhammad Kdzim, lived at niy 
house and knew Mir Nisdr ‘AH. Mir Nisdr ‘AH took 
the darwesh with him as a travelling companion ^en 
he went to the. Aghd. The darwesh, when he returned 
to Faizdbdd, told me the whole conspiracy which had 
been entered into at Salon. I took him with me and 
made him tell the story to bdrdb ‘AH Klidn. Five or 
six days before the anniversary Ddrdb ‘5kli Khdn was 
attacked by a slight fever, from which he quickly re- 
covered, but it left him weak and without appetite. 
Husen ‘AHCheld came to Faizdbdd on the anniversary 
without Ddrdb ‘AH Khan’s permission, bringing three 
hundred picked men, and lodged them, as had been 
planned, in the shops of the Guldb Bdri, which were 
Ihen unoccupied. Aghd Muhammad Taql Khdn, who 
had arrived from Kdlpi two or three days before, called 
on tfo Begara, but dropped all acquaintance with Bdrdb 
‘Ali d^Cbd-n and ceased even to salute him, although 
•Ihfre had never been the least disagreement or mutual 
complaint between them. Indeed, if Aghd Muhammad 
Taqf had any grudge against any one, it was not 
against Ddrdh ‘Ali Khdn, with whom he had never had 
anything to do, but against the Begam, who had refused 
to make him an officer of police. It was solely from 
jealousy that he showed himself hostile to Ddrdb ‘Ali 
Khdn. 

Husen ‘AH was sitting in his house awaiting the 
arrival of Ddrdb ‘AH Khdn. The latter sent ten or 
fifteen of us on ahead to tell the caretaker of the GuMb 
Bdri to await his arrival, to begin the recital of the 
dirges, and reserve the reading of the history of the 
martyrdom until he was present. Suddenly clouds came 
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lip, a cold wind blew and drops of rain began to fall. 
Tbe^ Babu Begam now forbid Ddrdb ‘Ali to go to Jjha 
GuUb B4ri, saying be had not yet recovered his 
streri*gth, and be might catch cold and suffer a relapse. 
He sent word to us then that the Begam would not 
allow him to come, and we were to carry through the ^ 
whole ceremony without him. Thus his enemies were 
foiled, # 

Next day they resolved to kill Ddrdb ‘Ali Kh4n at 
the Begam’s gate, and said to themselves that the 
Begam had no one who could touch them, that she 
would have eventually to forgive them, and would 
appoint Aghd Muhammad Taqi Khdn her general agent, 
and he would appoint Husen ‘Ali as his deputy: the 
latter would pay in the collections and the former would 
foe undisputed master. Husen ‘Ali had brought three 
hundred picked revenue police with him, whom he 
reckoned the bravest of the brave. The Kghk -had 
four hundred sepoys, about twenty of whom were fops, 
close shaven, with gold earrings, big shields on their 
backs, Afghan swords at their waists, iron helmets ou 
their heads, and loaded carbines and some sixty or 
seventy rounds of ammunition, who thought they could 
do anything ; and one hundred Bundelas, newly recruit- 
ed from Kdlpi; undone hundred red -coated regulars; 
and besides them he had a^Hindd, known as the Chauhe, 
a famous wrestler and a braggart. On these he relied;. 
He fancied himself the bravest and stoutest fellow of 
the day as compared with Ddrdb ‘Ali Kh4n, who was 
weak^^and decrepit, as it were an elephant against a: 
gnat, and he prepared to tackle Mm with all this 
preparation. The pretext for a quarrel was this. Huse^ 
'Ali had brought four thousand and eighty rupees with 
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him, whicli he had collected in the jdgir, ahd he would' 
no^, give the money to Dirdb ‘Ali Kh4n. He wished 
to pay it into the Begam’s treasury through the Agbd. 
Ddrdb ‘AH contended that, as the Begam had made®him 
her general agent, Husen ‘All was his subordinate and 
'^had no relations with the Aghd. The more Ddrdl> 

■ ‘Ali pressed him to pay in, the more stoutly he refused. 
The Aghd came every mourning with all his armed 
following and seated himself at the Begum’s gate and 
talked in a threatening fashion. Ten or twelve of us, 
who were friends of Dd,rdb ‘Ali Khdn, broke our usual 
custom and accompanied his palankeen to the Begam's 
door and watched all that went on. One day at last 
Ddrdb ‘Ali was compelled to mention the fact to the 
Bahu Begam, how Husen ‘Ali would not pay in the 
collections, and he asked her to send for him and call 
on him to explain his insubordination,. When it was 
three o'clock some bailiffs came for him. He sent to the 
Aghd and informed him of this. The Aghd came te 
his house, whispered something to him, and then 
returned to the gate before he came there. Husen ‘Ali 
went after him and they had then- between them seven 
hundred men ready armed on the spot. The verandah, 
at the gate, where we ten or twelve friends of Ddrdb 
‘Ali were sitting, was darkened by the crowd. Sud-* 
denly a eunuch came out from the Begam and asked 
Husen ‘Ali why he had not paid over to Ddrdb ‘Ali 
the collections he had brought. He replied that, if the 
Begam wanted the money, it was hers and he would 
pay it over through the Aghd. The Begam sent out 
again to say that,^ as Ddrdb ‘Ali was her general agent 
and she had made him subordinate to him, he had 

nothiug to do with the Aghd. Before Husen ‘Ali could 
2e 
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feply, tlie Xghd struck in r “ True: it is a money matter* 

“ IfiDdrdb will not do, bere am I.” The eunuch, noticing 
the state of things at the gate, the preparations of the 
Xghd and Husen ‘Ali for a fight, and the union of their 
sepoys, and how they had come up to the very door 
contrary to all precedent and etiquette, went in and^ 
told the Begam. She then, in the hope of pr^enting 
a riot, sent out A^ord that^Husen ‘Ali was to go home, 
for she was unwell, and to return. next day. The ilB 
mannered and proud fellow said out to the eunuch: 

“ T^hy did she send for me when she was like this? 

He then added : “ Let the Begam send for me and see me 
‘‘and hear from my own lips what 1 have to say:” 
and he used Hindi words which the low people of the 
hdzdr use among themselves, sayings “Do do phit: kd 
“ ghnldm basliindwand.”* The Begam heard the words 
and burned with rage. Sbe said to Ddrdb ‘Ali : “ Why 
“ don’t you beat him with a shoe? ” Dd^rdb ‘Ali replied 
that, as she had ordered him to do so, he would do it 
next day. “ They are now bent on mischief,” said the 
Begam: “go home by some other route.” “I will 
return the way I came,” he replied: “if I took another 
road, it would be as good as flying from them. As 
“ long as God and Your Excellency are with me, what 
“can they dare to do?* If I am fated to die now and 
“ my day has come, I will die somehow or other.” 

‘ Meanwhile outside on the road they had resolved to 
kill him with a sword the moment he came out, and it 
was not likely that they would let us rise whom they 
had ciosed in. The moment the eunuch came out and 
called for the palankeen, the bearers brought it up to the 

* This is as if he had said : “ What do I cate for her beggarly* 

; slaves ] " ■ 
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gate. Ddrdb ‘Ali Kbdn came out witb a tiny sword 
Astonisbing to relate, the whole crowd, leaders an^, all,, 
remained with eyes on the ground and dared not look 
up. We rose, gathered round the palankeen, issued 
from the crowd, and went on till we reached our com- 
pany of regulars, who were standing outside another 
door. The company formed up in front and rear and 
on both sides of the palauHeen and marched. Ddrdb 
‘All Khdn smiled and said t “ They could have done 
‘‘anything they liked. The bird is out of the cage 
“ and they won’t catch him again. They are done for 
“ now.’’ I went home and said my evening prayers, 
returning immediately to the darbdir, where I quoted 
the words;— 

Though blows be showered ou me thick as rain. 

Till God deeree my death, I safe remain. 

But Dardh ‘Ali was praying alone with the utmost un- 
concern, There was one irregular in black uniform 
at each door. I said that this was carelessness ; ten 
men could come in if they wished. “ When I emerged 
alone,” said D4r^b ‘Ali, “ from among seven hundred 
“ men and they did not move an inch, what can happen 
“ now? Don’t be afraid. My enemies cannot touch a 
“ hair of mine.” 

The contemptible Husen ‘Ali returned unadvisedly 
to his own house and sat there with two friends. He 
posted forty armed men on whom he reliedj whom he 
called his body-guard, between his inner and outer 
doors to guard him, divided them into groups of five 
and placed theni some paces apart from each<^othei^, 
and warned them even if an angel came they were to 
''blow his wings oflP with their guns. He felt seciiirie 
and went in with Mir ‘Xshiiri, his friend, conid|t|t, 
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«,nd adviser, to the apartments where there resided a 
cou¥tesan whom he had made his wife, and there Miey 
begf^ to enjoy themselves. 

Meanwhile Ddrdb ‘Ali Khdn sent quietly for Shekh 
Sa^dullah Risdladdr, who had four hundred infantry 
and fift}^ cavalry, and was wrongly suspected of a secret 
understanding with Aghd Muhammad Taqi, and told 
him that the B^egam had slut him an order: if he would 
carry it out, well and good, and if not, another would 
be found who would, “I am ready,” was his reply. 

Then arrest Husen ‘All at once,” said Ddrdb ‘Ali. 
The Risdladdr went home, placed a company of irre- 
' gulars under arms, and picked out forty of his own 
infantry and cavalry on whom he could rely. He took 
them with him to Husen ‘Ali Khan’s house in a great 
hurry and pretended to be excited, There were three 
doors to the house. He placed his men at two daors. 
When he appeared at the third door, the guards forbid 
him to enter. He had always been on friendly terms 
with Husen ‘Ali, and he said to the guard t]hat Husen 
‘Ali had sent for him, as he wanted to arrest a tenant 
at Salon, and wished to send him there during the 
night. The fool subsided ' into silence and admitted 
him. He chained the door of the women’s quarters 
behind him, when he had entered, and shouted. Husen 
‘All, remembering the order he had given, rose in 
astonishment, wondering how any one had got in. He 
name out with his sword and shield and saw a large 
body df men in black uniform, fully ai’med, before him. 
He asked what this meant. Shekh SaMulkh said : 
“ Deliver to me your sword and shield. The Begam 
has ordered me to arrest you,” 
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I sent “word to tlie sepoys whom he had lodged in 
the^GiiUb Bdri, telling them that Husen ‘Ali had been 
dismissed, and that, if they wished for further employ- 
ment, they should come to Ddrdb ‘Ali, or else leave for 
^ their homes in the morning. They came over at once, 
and Shekh Sa‘dullah brought Husen ‘Ali with Mfr 
‘Xshiiri and his wife, and confined them in a detached 
house on Jaw^hir ‘Ali Kh&’s premis<^. A handful 
of irregulars mounted 'guard over them and the number 
of men who now joined Ddrdb ‘Ali was about four 
hundred. By this time it was a couple of hours after 
sundown, and the Agh4 was sitting at the Begam^s door 
conversing with her about Husen ‘Ali, when suddenly 
he heard that Husen ‘Ali had been arrested. He rose 
and left. 

D^r^b ‘AH and his party were standing at one side 
of tbe abutment outside the door of the Imdmb^ra, and 
he ordered the lights to be lit. The servants lit several 
candelabra, and he sent a message to the i^ghd, saying 
that he. had heard the Xghd wished to come t6 him, but 
he advised him not to come to him, for his troops were 
not then under control. The Aghd, when he received 
this message, went to his own house, where he spent 
the whole night in the utmost distress for Husen ‘All. 
The best of it is that the Begam, though grieving all 
the while for the Agh^’s repeated breaches of faith, 
sent a favourite female servant of hers, Sidh Bachan, 
to him and told him that, if so and so attacked him, he 
would be sure to kill him without regard. What the 
Begam meant was this, that D4r4b ‘ Ali had the *peopfe 
and the troops at his back, while the Agh^ had but feW 
Ifollowers, and, yet in the face of that the Agh^ tvaS 
bragging of his bravery and w^s time after tim,e malmg 
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demands contrary to his promises; so possibly his 
folldwers would suffer at the hands of Ddrdb/Ali Kh»n’s 
party, and his pride would have a fall. The woman 
came twice in one watch to impress this warning on 
him and he spent a restless night. 

Next morning at sunrise the Aghd wenfc.to the 
Begam's gate and addres^d her through her eunuchs, 
saying that EW,rdb ‘AH had made Husen ‘AH prisoner, 
and that he and Husen ‘AH had entered into a solemn 
compact to protect one another, and he begged tho 
Begam to order Ddrdb ‘AH to release him, saying that, 
if she did not, he would die for him. The Begam said 
that Husen ‘AH was her slave, and that she had made 
him subordinate to D^r^b‘AH; that the Aghd had no 
ground for interfering or endangering himself; that 
she wpuld not release Flusen ‘AH till he had paid up 
the money; and Ddr^b ‘AH had power to imprisqp or 
to release him and would do as he pleased. 

By nine o’‘clock in the morning one thousand fouf 

Proceedings at Ddr^b hundred men had come together, and 
^Ali ip^n’s house. courtyard of the house and the 

out-offices and the roof were crowded with sepoye. 
There were also four hundred troops, foot and mountedv 
with a gun posted in front of the door of the Imdmbira. 
D4r4b ‘AH then closed the door of his house and the 
Im^mbd^ra, and shut himself in and said *. “ Let no one 
‘‘ stir or try to provoke any one, for I do not want a 
“ fight, and am only sitting by myself in my house.’'' 
When^it was past noon and they had^eaten, Ddrdb ‘All 
Khdn sent a message to Husen ^Ali, reminding him that 
they were comrades in the Begam’s service, that h«> 
had nothing to with others, and asking him to accept 
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a robe of honour, pay in the money, and go ha cl: to tbe 
mahdls. Both of them were now playing a double game, 
Husen ‘Ali wanted to soften Bdrdb ‘Ali, obtain his rejease 
for a time on the pretence of bringing the money, take 
refuge in the Xghd’s house, and escape from Bdrdb 
‘All’s clutches for ever. Ddr^b ‘Ali KhdiU wished to draw 
the money out of Husen ‘Ali on pretence of giving him 
a fine dress, and then imprisdk him for li^ and never let 
him see the light of day again, Dd,rdb ‘Ali sent him a 
robe seven or eight times successively, but as he had 
been in the habit of receiving superior dresses from Ja- 
wdhir ‘All Klnin, he would not accept any. Each time he 
sent him a different present but of exactly equal value 
to the one before, but after a delay. As soon as Husen 
‘Ali was thus convinced that be was being treated kindly, 
I)4rdb ‘Ali sent him a messenger to say that, as they 
bad both been brought up in the same place and in the 
same bouse, there should be no collusion between him 
and the Agh/i, and that their coalition had offended the 
Begam ; and to tell him that it would be most advisable 
if he wrote a letter under his own seal to the Aghk to 
-say that he had made up his quarrel with Ddrdb ‘Ali, 
that they were mutually satisfied, and that the Agh^ 
should withdraw from further opposition. The moment 
.Husen ‘Ali received this message. he wrote the required 
letter and handed it to the messenger. Ddrdb ‘Ali 
sent the letter to the Bahu Begam, and she handed it 
,to the Aghd,, and told him that, as Husen ‘Ali wrote 
in such terms, he had no reason for attempting ta 
Interfere in his affairs. The Aghd replied that Husen 
.‘Ali had not written the letter of his free will, that he 
"^asin Ddrdb ‘All’s custody, who was compelling him 
to write. He then rose in a passion and left, uttering 
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the most unbecoming language in loud tones, and went 
away with bis followers to fight. He said to himself 
tha^ those who were with D4rdb ‘Ali Khdn were really 
the Begam's servants, and that they all had a pre- 
exis&g bigher regard for Wm, ai.d oot one of tbem^ 
would venture to fight with him ; that the moment he 
advanced against them they would all submit* to him ; 
and under these circun4tance8 tlie Chaube wrestler 
would lift the gun that was in front of the Imdmbdra 
in his arms and throw it on the ground; that he would 
then enter the house and i*escue Husen ‘Ali. He 
placed some of his strong men in front, and marched 
with the regulars and Bundelas behind them. Mirz^ 
Muhammad Nasir Khdn, his elder brother, Mir Nisdh 
‘Ali, Bahdr ‘Ali Khdn's brother, and Mirza ‘Ali and 
Mirza Ja'far^ Hikmat Husen Khdn’s sons, who were 
at the gate, entreated him to pause, but he took no heed. 
He went past his own house and came face to* face 
with Ddri,b ‘Ali Kh4n’s force. The Mauldna, who was 
looked on by the Agh4's men as a Rustam and the 
master of the fencing art, advanced, followed by some 
of his own sort, such as Saiyad Mustafa, the Chaube 
and others. He knew that the gun was loaded, and 
thought that, when the gunner would apply the match te 
the pan, he would stoop his head to let the ball pass over, 
and then he would be so quick that he would prevent 
the gun being again loaded. Ddrdb ‘Ali Ehdn had 
fourteen hundred men under arms on the roof and 
on the ground awaiting this onset. There were also 
outskle the door of Ddrdb ‘All’s house Mirza Hasan ‘Ali; 
the chief police officer of Awadh, and Husen Khdn, Af- 
ghan, with two companies of regulars, Mirza Faiz ‘Ali 
Beg, son of Haidar ‘Ali, an old friend of Jaw^hir ‘Ah 
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Khdn, witli two companies of irregulars, altogether 
six ^hundred men, and Shd,h B^z Kh4n, Afghan, wfitli 
fifty cavalry. The latter shouted: “For God’s sake, 
“keep away; we are standing guarding our houses 
^ *‘and do not want to fight. Why molest us?” The 
Angel of Death had spread his wings over them and 
they heeded not. They advanced. DdiAb 'Ali Khdu 
had shut the door of his houi^e and the Imdmbdra, and 
was busy sending a present to Husen Ali, He was 
wholly ignorant of the bold advance, when suddenly 
Muhammad ‘Aqil, one of his messengers, came in by 
the small door in the gate and shouted : “ Why are 
you sitting quiet, sir? The enemy is here.” Ddrdb 
AlH rose and came with two hundred companions and 
picked sepoys down to the courtyard of the Imdmbdra 
below the terrace of the building. He looked round 
and told those who were guarding Husen ‘Ali not to 
mind^the fight, but, if Husen Ali tried to escape during 
the confusion, they were to- kill him and his companions 
at once. The guard then removed Husen Ali to the 
closet close by, which Jawdhir ‘Ali Khdn had used, and 
placed him there. They chained the door on the outside 
and maintained their watch. Although Ddr4b Ali 
Kh4n wanted to go out, those who were with him 
would not permit him. He had no other course left 


but to go up to the top of a bastion at the corner of 
his house and look on. When Maulana came close np 
^ to the gun and challenged the gunner to fire, the latter 
icould not do so without an order from his officer, but,. 

persistently defied him, the gunner discharged 
It was loaded with shot. MauMna first 



up with two wounds, then rolled oyer on the 





Mir Mustafa, the Chaube, and some 
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others were wouoded, rolled over dead and dying 
into a ditchy which was covered with 'wild, trees, tand 
wer^ caught in tbe branches. The other sepoys, when 
they saw this ‘happen, turned and fled to the river. 
Shekh Sa^dullah’s men stripped them of their arms and 
clothing and let them go naked. Some friends who ^ 
were with the j^ghd lifted him and carried Him into 
his butler ‘Abdurrahim’s louse, and shut themselves in. 
Though he kicked and struck out and said he would 
go and fight, he was one to five or six men and could 
not get away. Dard,b ‘Ali Kiidn asked where he had 
gone. Some one said that he had gone off on a horse, 
no one knew where, across the ditch of the fort. The 
mounted men below were on the point of pursuing him^ 
but DarAb ‘AH checked them. An hour later it became 
known that he 'was in ‘Abdurrahim’s house. Then all 
became still. An English reporter, who had come to 
see the affray, and a woman, who had left her house to 
purchase food and was passing along the road, were 
accidentally killed. 

The Aghd did not venture out of ‘Ahdurrahim’s 
house for three months, and Ddrdb ‘ Ali Kbdn kept the 
Imdmbdra closed and the gun pointed as it had been. 
The English ofiticer,* who was in command at Sultdn- 
pur cantonment, came up speedily by the order of the 
Lucknow Kesident to the Begam’s aid with a regiment 
and two guns, and asked the Begam for instructions; 
Bhe replied that it was only a quarrel among her 
own children and there was no stranger involved; that 
she could deal with them herself, and did not need 
the English to assist her. She sent him some trays, 


* The'uame given is Banarsi. I can make nothing of it. 
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bearing a present of rich fabrics, and permitted him to 
return. After the lapse of three months Mi'rza ‘Ali, 
the Hakim’s son, acted as peacemaker and procijred 
a written promise from the Aghd, to the effect that he 
would never commit such an offence again, and if he 
*^ever did, the Begam was to visit him with any punish- 
ment shS pleased: but the Xghd said at the same time 
that he had committed so ^reat an offence that he 
dared not ask for pardon, and if she would only come 
to him at the first inner door of her palace, his head 
would touch the stars. After a great deal of persuasion 
the Begam came to the door and she bid DdiAb ^Ali 
Khdn and the Aghd. embrace each other. This they 
did. 

From the day that Jawd,hir ^\li Khd,n died, the 
15th Jamddi,ussdni, to the end of Zihijh, a period of six 
and a half months, this quarrel lasted and it ended 
as described. About this period another element of 
disturbance arose. A young Afghan, named La^ff Kh^in, 
who lived in Awadh, began to evince a turbulent and 
headstrong temper. He interfered with defenceless 
citizens and travellers and prevented tbeir passing 
along ^oads. He had two or three comrades of bis 
own type. The residents of Awadh- and the Hindhs of 
Faizdb^d, who used to go to Awadh to worship, were 
crying out against his oppression, and complaints 
reached D^rdb ‘Ali Khdn every day. One day there 
,was a religious fair of the Hindds at Awadh, and Hindds 
and Muhammadans flocked there in thousands. Shekh 
Sa^ullah’s son, Shekh ‘Abdullah, was riding there*with 
$ome sepoys. Latif Khdn was also riding about. 

, ghe^ih ‘Abdullah’s spear happened to fall from hia hand 
to the ground. La^ff ?hdn lifted it. SheHi ‘Abdullah 
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said placidly to him : “ Gentlemen dp not pick quarrels 
fqr nothing. What made you lift my spear and take 
“it? I had men with me: they could have lifted it 
“ and handed it to me? ” Latif Khdn was accustomed 
to show himself violent and quarrelsome, and had never 
Come into collision with a soldier. Though he saw 
that he was alone, and there were ten or twenty sepoys 
with Shekh ‘Abdullah, h^ was led by his unbridled 
temper to forget himself and he quarrelled with Sheikh 
‘Abdullah. A sign was given to a sepoy by the latter 
and he cut him down at a blow. The world was freed 
from his tyranny. Though he was not a servant of 
the Aghd’s, he had occasionally called on him, drawn 
by the hope of place j and the Aghd now complained 
that the man who had been killed was his servant, 
but D^rdib ‘Ali Khdn silenced him. 


Among the cavalry under Shekh Sa‘dullah, enter- 
_ , , tained by Jawd,hir ‘Ali Kh^n^ was 

The shopkeepers 

and residents of the ^ sepoy named Mir Sher ‘All : and 


city rise against the Sikandar was city police officer 

at haizabad and had been appoin^d 
by Jawdhir ‘Ali Khdn. While in the cavalry, Sa‘dul- 
lah had a war of words with Sidi Sikandar in the 
cause of a blacksmith, a servant of Ddrdb ‘Ali Khdn’^s, 
who’ was in his company. From that day they were 
enemies, and when they met they did not salute each 
other. When Jaw^hir ‘Ali Khan died and I>4r^b 
‘Ali Kh^n succeeded him, and the term of SidTs 
appointment expired, D^rd,b ‘Ali on Shekh Sa‘dullah’'s 
reconfimendation placed Sher ‘Ali in ^charge of the city 
and attached police stations. He filled the office for 
some time, and it was again entrusted to Sidi. The^ 
^Sher ‘Ali was installed once. more. So the changes 
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between tbe two went on. On one occasion Mir Sber 
*AU made over the charge of the office to his yoni^er 
brother as his deputy, and went out to the jagfrs in 
search of employment as police officer of some mahdi. 
His brother began to oppress the people in a most 
linusual way. Any day that no case likely to bring him 
in a gaih of two or three rupees was brought to the 
police station, some informer employed at the place 
dragged up some child of ten or twelve years with his 
father, and the police officer declared that the boy did 
not resemble his father ; his mother must have con- 
ceived in an intrigue with some one else, and this 
child was the progeny : an arbitrary fine must be 
levied. This was one of the least of his tyrannies. 
When the people were no longer able to endure him, 
twd or three thousand men gathered in a body at 
..Shuj4‘u’ddaulah's tomb inside the Guldb Bari and raised 
a shout of “ andher,^’ a Hindi word meaning darkness. 
This went on day and night for a' whole week. All 
efforts to calm them were futile. I recommended that 
the corrupt police officer should be dismissed. I was 
.given an order for his removal and remos^ed him. Still 
The rioting was not quelled. At last Sahlullah Khdn, 
a captain of the Mew4tis, thought of a plan, and he 
explained it: ‘‘The men who are gathered in- the 
.“GuUb Bdri are creating their disturbance there 
. “ because they know that Shujd‘ffddaulah and the Nawhb 
“ Begam are buried there, and they have taken refuge 
, “ as it were with them. Another reason is that the tomb 
“ is within Nawd.b Yamfnu’ddaulah’s jurisdictioji, a^d 
, ‘Ali Khan's men cannot go there to arrest them. 

So they coolly bring from their houses, after satisfying 
“ theii’ necessities, their pipes and tobacco, talk, langb, 
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*‘joke, and plot together and enjoy themselves: and 
they shout out the Hindi word two or three times. 
Though clever and trustworthy men have been sent 
to Induce them to disperse, they are influenced by tha 
“ instigations of some jealous people and will not listen,' 
“ but fancy themselves masters of the situation. Their 
“ houses are all within the Begam’s jurisdiction.* They 
“ go home every morningy and evening, attend to their 
“wants, and gt) back again. A certain two or three 
‘‘ among them are ringleaders. If some men be posted 
“ at their houses and their doors be thrown down and 
“ levelled to the ground, and the Begam give an order 
“ that they are not to be again permitted to enter their 
“ houses; and a few handfuls of irregulars be stationed 
“ in each lane and street where the Begam has jurisdic* 
“ tion, with orders to arrest every one who comes out 
“ of the GuMb Bdri and tries to escape to his house, 
“ there will be an end to their display.^’ This course 
was resolved on by night and they heard of it at once* 
They were out of' their wits with alarm and could think 
of nothing to defeat the plan. As they were low 
cowards, they came in helpless crowds to Ddr4b ‘Ali 
Khdn in the morning, laid their heads at his feet and 
begged in tears to be forgiven, saying that they had 
been instigated by such and such a leading man, and 
had come to this wretched plight without obtaining any 
support from their abettors. The Khdn reassured them, 
sent them to their homes, and forgave them, saying i 
“ It is easy to return evil for evil, but he is a true man 

“ who returns good for evil.’' 

. • 

At the end of a week all was qiuet and some time 
afterwards Sikandar ‘AH Khhn was appointed manageF 
of Haveli Awadh and Pachhimrdt, At the same time 
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a village of Paclihimr^t, called Daulatpur, was entrusted 
to pae at tbe request of ‘the landholders, who had' 
suffered severely at the hands of Mir Sher ‘Ali, Sikan- 
dar’s deputy, and had fled the village. J held chlirge 
of the village for three whole years. When, at the 
end of the three years, Sikandar ‘AH Khan's term of 
appointfhent ended, he was removed owing to the 
exertions of Naw^b Asghar %(\li Khdu, the Bahu Be- 
gam's brother's son. If the reasons of the Nawdb^s 
exertions were recorded, they would fill a volume Any- 
how, those mahdls were entrusted to Mirza Hasan ‘AH, 
a novice of Jawdhir ‘AH Khdn’s, and after a year Sikan- 
dar ‘Ali Khdn was invested with the office of Begam’s 
agent-general for all the three estates and controller- 
general of her household. 

‘ As Daulatpur yielded my servants six hundred 
Rupees over and above the demand made by the Begara, 
t this caused heartburning among the officials of the 
Faizdbdd office. They tutored the villagers. When I 
went out to see the village, the villagers mobbed me. 

I had with me servants, torchbearers, writers, water- 
carriers, grooms, about twenty, but they could not face 
arrned men. By tlie help of God, I held my ground 
yvith three others and did not fly before three hundred. 

1 made “ Hirz Yamdni ” and “Ndd ‘Ali" my shield.* 
No one dared to attack me, though they were all armed. 
They kept me besieged for a whole night and \ day. 
l)drd,b ‘AH Khdn had so high a regard for me that the, 
moment he heard of this, he rode out as hard as he 


* These are two Muhammadan prayers repeated in times of 
^fear and trouble. They are known by the opening words, as Chris-, 
tiattsknow, 0 be joyful in the Lord all ye lands,” by, the tifelcf 
‘‘Jubilate Leo,” with which the psalm begins iu Latin. 
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could to my relief. When they saw him going, the 

whole city down to the very shopkeepers followed 

There was quite a sea of men the whole way from Fak- 

4b4(h to the village, a distance of ten miles. The 

Villagers fled like foxes the moment they heard the 

sound of the horses’ hoofs, and hid wherever they could 

in trees and in ditches. I returned to FaizdMd safe 

and sound. . 

# 

The .^ghd*S4hib now determined to adopt Ddrib 
AghS. Muhammad ‘Ali Khan as his brother, in accord- 

dSL ® u“ E:hio“^as aace with the custom commonly 
his brothw. practised among Sbf‘as, and to 

establish a real friendship. The Aghd mentioned the 
matter first to me in a casual way in the first ten days 
of Muharram, and then it was negotiated through Mfr 
Kallii F^zil, and a day fixed for an entertainment. The 
Xghd gave a sumptuous feast and a dance. Ddrdb ‘Ali 
Khdn returned this hospitality at the end of a week, 
and the Bahu Begam was prevailed on to visit his house 
immediately before this entertainment took place, and 
he did himself the honour of making various presents to 
her, and he caused all his servants to present nazrs to her. 
After the ceremony of adoption she returned to her 
palace, and the entertainment given to the Agh4 S4hib 
began and it lasted until evening. The utmost unity 
and amity prevailed. They were in ecstasies with each 
ether. In short, the foundations of friendship were laid, 
and a footing of uncferemonial visiting was established; 
but there was no heart on either side at the back of 
^11 this show. The Bahu Begam even was not -satisfied 
with tins brother-making and warned #Dirdb ‘Ali Khdn 
to be extremely cautious. On the seventh of Muhar-^ 
jram it was D^r4b ‘Ali Khdn’s practice to go to the 
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assembly of mourners and listen to marsiyas, and b*© 
Tise^i to return after an bour and a-half or so to bis 
bouse. While he sat there the Begam was always 
alarmed lest there should be some treachery perpetixited. 
This went oh for years. 

When the Begam expressed to Mr. Lumsden her 

the ’negoDiatione intention of leaving all her wealth 
between the Begam to the ^,Company, Mr. * Lumsden 
and Mr. Lumsden. -yp-rote a report of this to Mr. John 

Shore, the Governor at Calcutta, and he sent a report 
to London. After some years a reply came from Lon- 
don to the effect that what she had said was only a 
verbal expression of her wishes, and that, if she would 
give a written instrument under her own seal, there 
would then be a valid ground on wbicb to act. Mr. 
Bailiie was then tbe Resident at Lucknow, and this reply 
came to bis bands. He informed the Begam and she 
replied that all that Mr. Lumsden had written regard- 
ing her wishes was quite true. When this had been 
laid before the Council in London, there was a letter 
sent some three years later to Mr. Baillie, telling him 
to go to the Begam at Faizdbdd and obtain from her a 
will duly sealed, with a description of her property^ 
money, jewels, and everything else, in detail of quantity 
and value, and a corresponding list of the monthly 
allowances she desired to bequeathe. Mr. Baillie came 
j^om Lucknow and sat on the one side of a pardah, 
while the Bahu Begam sat on the other and spoke to 
him direct, without the intervention of any third person, 
and told what she wished. There was no one admitted 
to the place whefe they sat but Ddrdb ‘Ali Kbdn. All 
that passed between them was so firmly settled that 
it will be as lasting as the English empire itself. 
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Eesideticy Munshi was called in as a fdurtH person to 
draw up the deeds between the two parties, and the 
Mmishi was ordered not to breathe a word of whatliad 
passed to any one. As long as the Begam lived not a 
point was ever disclosed, although indeed so much was 
guessed that the Begam had made the English trustees 
of her whole estate, and had fixed monthly allowances 
for all her servants and dependents after her death, 
according to ^ their gradfe and rank. Some of the 
eunuchs talked to their friends as if they knew every- 
thing, to create an impression that they were in the 
Begam’s confidence, but they contradicted each other. 
When the Begam died and all was published, they were 
all found to have been utterly wrong. The fact was 
that she left three laks of rupees to build her tomb ; 
one lak for pious observances in her memory; ten 
thousand rupees per annum for the maintenance of her 
tomb, Qurdn readers, sweepers, gardeners, watchmen, 
drum-beaters and others; nine hundred rupees per men- 
sem for the pay of guards to be maintained at her 
palace ; and ninety-six laks of rupees, and gold and 
Sliver plate, and jewels and clothes, woollen fabrics, 
kamkhwdbs, silks, and so on, of undetermined value, the 
price being merely guessed at. The reason for all this 
secrecy was that she found that Yaminu’ddaulah, who was 
a clever man, might, if he knew the contents, avail 
himself of his familiarity with, the English to upset her 
arrangements. Yaminu’ddaulah was, however, little 
aware of the surprises of time. 

Yamfnu’ddaulah died one year and a half before the 
Bahup Begam, and Ghaziuddm Haidar Khan, who suc- 
ceeded his father, was far too large-minded a man to 
'give himself any trouble about this transaction. Indeed, 
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his jealous regard for rank was so great that he buried 
the clothes of the Begam when she died, to prevent 
them falling under the eyes of strangers. 

To resume, when Mr. Baillie had completed every- 
thing to the satisfaction of both parties, he returned 
^ to Lucknow. Some gentry of that city tried to dis- 
cover the secret terms of this transaction and made 
great efforts to pick him, and^^even paid large sums to 
clever spies and entertained them to pry itHo the bureau, 
but not a hint of anything could be obtained. They 
had to admit that they were baffled. 

When the administration of the Chakld of Haveli 
The history of Faiz- Awadh and Faizdbdd City was vest- 
£bad closes. e(j Bahu Begam after Nawjib 

^safuffldaulah^s death, the people of that cbakld and 
the city began to enjoy peace, ease, and freedom from 
oppression. In the time of that Nawdh there was a 
tahsiffldr to collect land revenue, a superintendent of 
nazdl, a f)olice superintendent in the city, and a far- 
mer of manorial dues, all having separate jurisdiction 
independent of each other, and each trying to enforce his 
individual power. Thus the subjects of the state lived 
in a demoralized condition. When this gave place tQ 
a single and consolidated power, and Ddrdb ‘Ali Khdoy 
who was a just man, became the Begam's agent, though 
his representatives were sometimes so foolish as to 
attempt to tyrannize and led to complaints on the part 
of some of her subjects, yet he always summoned the 
parties to his presence, heard both sides, and extracted 
the truth and discarded the false. The Bahu Begam= 
was tender of the^^life of a lamb even and would no«t 
puffer it to be killed, so what can be said of her regard 
fot* human life? 
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This venerable lady, the Bahu Begatn, reached the age 
r^^ath of the Bahu of eightj-six years. She declined 
in strength very gradually. She 
use3 each year to go to her nephew’s house in the first 
ten days of Muharram to see the ta'ziya of Im4ra Husen, 
and return when she had recited the F^tiha. This year 
she prepared to go as usual, but the weather wa,s*exceed- 
ingly cold and a chill wi^d was blowing. Ddr^b ‘Ali 
Khdn tried to prevent her and said that she could recite 
the Fdtiha at her own residence, and that, if she went 
out, he feared the consequences to her might be danger- 
ous. She replied that it was her habit to go and if she 
did not go the young people might be disappointed. 
She went, but caught cold when returning'home, and 
a slight fever ensued, which made head daily. Her 
physicians treated her,* but their efforts were unavailing* 
She knew the position she was in and said that her end 
was come. The day before she died she said that the 
Great Nawdb, meaning Shujd‘u’ddaulah, had come to 
receive her. Ddrdb ‘Ali Khd,n was perplexed when he 
heard her say this, and he asked her what she was 
saying. She repeated her words. Next day, Thursday,, 
the 26th Muharram, 1230 A.H. [1815 A.D.] at about 
two o’clock in the afternoon, she breathed her last amid 
the tears and cries of her aged and sorrowing servants. 

This august lady of ladies, who had been in her 
childhood nursed in the arms of Muhammad Shd.hy 
Emperor of Hinddst^n ; who was married to Shujd'u’d- 
daulah, himself the wazir of the Empire and the son 
of a '^gazfr; and who bore a son, Asafu’ddaulafi, who 
enjoyed the dignity of wazir, passed ''the whole of her 
long and noble life in splendour and state, and saw not, 
one day of reverse, though the family of the Delhi 
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Emperors sank into decay, and all the nobles and 
offid^rs of the empire were ruined by the reversesf' of 
fortune and scattered in distress. The chiefs of the 
Ban gash proyinces were of no greater consideration 
^ compared to her than were her police officers, and in 
the whole household of JNaw^b ^aaf Jdh, NizdmiiU- 
mulk, Wakil-i-Mutlaq, there was not a woman left of 
so great distinction and rank, '^bearing and dignity: and 
no one woman in all the thirty-two sdbahs of India can 
be held up in these days as her rival in either the 
grandeur of her surroundings or the respect she could 
command. When at the zenith of her glory she bad 
ten thousand troops, horse and foot, scores of elephants, 
and countless horses. The people who earned their 
bread directly or indirectly through her bounty must 
have been more than a hundred thousand, and all felt 
as happy and secure as though they were in a mother's 
arms. If a British officer were passing through Faiz- 
dbdd, her orders were that the people of the city should 
render him assistance, and all that he needed her agents 
supplied. 

Ddrdb 'Ali, who was her sole executor and had en- 
joyed her perfect confidence, carried her venerated 
corpse to the river, washed it, and laid her out for burial. 
She was borne with a respect and ceremony surpassing 
all the pomp and splendour that had ever attended any 
public appearance of hers in her lifetime, on the 
shoulders of the great and noble of Faizdbdd, from the 
river to the Jawdhir Bdgh, a distance of two miles, 
while the pious repeated the creed, counted theinf-beads 
and sent up to heaven their cries, calling on the nani©' 
•of God; and round her bier walked servants, scattering 
silver and gold for the repose of her soul with a lavish 
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hand that enriched the needy and relieved the poor. 
This garden stands on tlie south of the Fort of Faiz- 
dbdd near the breastwork of the fortified city wall, 
Jaw^hir ‘Ali Khan, the Begam’s former ndzir, had laid 
it out himself at her request, and there were several 
buildings in it. In the middle was a bdrahdari which 
he made, where the Begam was in the habit o^, sitting 
when she went out for pleasure, and she used to say 
that this was « marvelloiisly lovely place and no spot 
seemed so delightful to her as this. She constantly 
made use of expressions such as these. It was general- 
ly thought that, when her time came, she would be 
buried beside ISTawdib ShujdVddaulah in the Guldb- 
Bdri, but when she set apart three laka of rupees to 
.build herself a last resting place, it was found that she 
did not wish to be laid there, because that spot had 
been amply adorned with buildings and no- addition 
seemed necessary. So Ddrdb ‘Ali Khdn opened the 
earth in the bdrahdari at the very spot where she lised 
to sit, spread below her some sacred dust which had 
been brought from the Karbala by pilgrims and kept 
for long years in' store for this occasion, and laid her- 
on it to rest: and a thousand men sat all night long* 
reading the sacred word till day dawned and the sha* 
dows fied. 

Thoagli lands and' children,, riches, pomp,, and power- , 

Thine to the margin of the grave should be, 

Though friends upon thy bier their tears should shower^ 

None stays to share thy narrow home with thee. 

, No more their feet with thee the path shall tread,, 

‘ But all from thee their steps retraRsing part : 

Bd thou in dream or trauce, hlive or dead, 

Howe'er thou art, henceforth alone thou art; • . 
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Discard tliy scrannel pipe and hold thy breath, 

And cut the clog that weights thy limping foot : 
c Where life thou boldest but in fee of Death, ^ 

To be or not to be, it is no boot. ^ 

The brave who braces heart to bear his woes 
Needs double heart to bid the world adieu : 

But he who living still the world foregoes, 

^ Cuts off the fee of Death and lives anew. 

Full many an iron frame of n^lest mould 

Earth hath devoured amid a nation’s criCS : 

Bid, if thou wilt, the womb of earth unfold, 

Nought but the dust of man shall greet thy eyes. 

Where are Jamsbed, Fariddn and Euhak ? 

What noble dust ! Below the sod they lie. 

Men are but dust upon the flood. Alack ! 

The flood that quickens bears us but to die. 

None ever heard the signal to depart 

But hears some night the bell his summons toll. 

If dust to dust return, why break thy heart ? 

Por of thy life save death there is no goal. 

When all the ceremonies for the burial of the dead 
were over, Ddrdb ‘AH Khda appointed Qurdn -readers 
to sit at her grave, and all returned to their homes 
and bethought themselves of their own affairs, especi- 
ally those upon whom the Begam had spent lake of 
rupees and whom she had cared for as if they had been 
her children. While she was yet alive they had said 
that they wished they might die before her and not live 
to see this fatal day; that, if they had the misfortune 
to survive her, they would resign the world and devote 
their lives to prayer, or go to the Sacred Tomb and 
return no more to India ; but when she died, they lay 
down at their ease ^nd slept, and when it was morning 
they went to the tomb as if mere strangers, repeated 
tile Fdtiha, and returned borne. Not one of them was 
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seen to slied a tear and tbeir only thouglit was of 
money and jewels, complaining that all her wealth^and 
money should pass to the English, and cogitating how. 
the^ could carry off something; hut they could not lay 
hands on anything’.' 

Akhar ‘Aii Kh4n, the elder of the Begam’s nephews, 
who had long been labouring under a fatal disease, died 
about this time. The younger, Asghar ‘Ali Khdn, al- 
though he wept much, left his house, which he had 
built in splendid style, after a fortnight, and went to 
Lucknow. His relatives one after another followed 
him. 

Mirza Muhammad Nasir Khdn, the elder brother of 
Mfrza Muhammad Taqf Khdn, who had gone to Luck- 
now for sixteen days to bid Mr. Baillie good-bye, 
remained at Lucknow after the Begam’s death. The 
Begam had greatly desired that Faizdb4d should^ con- 
tinue to prosper after her death, and that her relatives 
and their descendants should continue to reside in that 
city, and her name be perpetuated. With a view to 
this she had entered a monthly stipend for each in the 
deed which she gave to the English ; but her wish was 
not fulfilled. 

On the evening of the second day after her death 
Aghd Muhammad Taqi Kh4n came to see DAr&h ‘Ali 
Khdu. I was present. The Xgh^ sat down in the 
chief seat, and two or three friends dropped in. D4rd.b 
‘Ali Khdn asked to he left alone with the Aghd, and so 
the rest of us came down stairs. Dardb ‘Ali Khdn 
proditced the Begam’s will and rea^ it to the Aghd. 
When we went up again an hour later, we found the 
latter utterly dejected and out of heart. We did not 
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Icnow why, but we thought that it was another matter 
whi(?h affected him : that his stipend was the largest 
and yet his son was authorized to draw the money, 
whereas we found out that his vexation was causedT by 
finding from the perusal of the will that its provisions 
^ were wholly contrary to his expectations^ * He left after 
some hbtlrs and from this time he began to evince an 
estrangement from D4rdb ‘A]| Khdn and to speak of 
him in terms inconsistent with the brotherly relation- 
ship which he had established with him under the- 
sanction of religious ties. 

On the third day a company of British troops came- 
from Sakrora, north of the Ghdgra,. and entered Faiz- 
^bdd to guard the property and treasure of the deceased : 
and here and there, where there was treasure and other 
moveal le property, one or two guards of Company's 
troops were posted. 

At this juncture another wholly unexpected event 
took place, one which was beyond calculation. The 
story is this. 

In Shujdhi^ddaulab'^s time, there was a macebearer 
Attack on Shekh named Miran, an old servant ofi 
Sa^duUah. Jawdhir ‘Ali Khdn’s, who was or- 

dered to recruit two hundred men. He enlisted' that 
number and appointed three non-commissioned officers, 
Qdsim Khdn, Shekh Biild, and Shekh Sa'dullah. After 
Hdfiz Eahmat Khdn’s defeat, when the horses of the 
Afghdn stables were carried off* as booty, three hundred 
of them were made over to Jawdhir ‘Ali Khdii. Jawa- 
hir ‘Ali Khdn asked the Begam’s permission at Baisauli^ 

mounted those two hundred men on these horses’, 
making them Charheias. This is a Hindi term used 
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to denote footmen wlio receive small pay and are 
moiinted on their master’s horses for purposes of es^orfcj 
thejinaster providing the horses with corn and grass. 
The Nawdb Wazir died on his return to FaizabM. 
Mukhtdru’ddaiilab then, as he entertained a gAidge 
against the Begap, removed these man from Jawdhir 
‘AH Khdn’s control, and posted them to Qofakhpur. 
After the murder of M^ikhtdru’ddaulab, Haidar. Beg 
Khdn dismissed these men when he came into power, 
and sent their horses into the Nawdb’s stables. The 
three non-commissioned officers, wffien their services were 
dispensed with, came to Faizdbdd, and Akhwand Ah- 
mad ‘Ali einplo3md them with Jawdhir ‘AH Khd,n’s 
permission and sent them to Salon. Qdsim Kbdn was 
a drunkard and his drunkenness led to his dismissal. 
Bdld Kbdn ran away. Shekh Sa‘dullah remained, but 
went to Allah dbdd, his native place, when the jdgfrs 
were confiscated. On the occasion of Mr. Hastings^ 
visit, Nawdb i^safu’ddaulah went to Allahdbdd to meet 
him. Here Shekh Sa'dullah and his brother turned 
out on horseback to salute the Nawdb Wazir, who 
asked them where they had come from. Shekh Sa'dullali 
said: “we come from the Dakhan.” The Nawdb told 
his orderly, Ghausi, to bring them with him. He 
brought them to Lucknow, where they lost months 
with him aud touched not a penny of pay. The Bb- 
<gam’s jdgirs were restored about this time and She^l^ 
Sa‘dullah left without reporting his departure, came to 
Faizdbdd and entered Jawdhir ‘AH Khdn’s service. He. 
rose^fter Akhwand Ahmad ‘AH’s death, and held com- 
mand of four hundred foot and fifty ’'cavalry. In Ddi'fib 
‘AH Khdn’s time he came to hold the farm of Salon, 
Awadh, and Gondah, and adopted a practice of bailing, 
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landbolders and money-lending, and other reprehensible 
practices, until he at last became proprietor of tents 
and horses and other signs of wealth. He became so 
proud that he could not contain himself, and he worried 
his subordinates and disheartened them to such an 
r extent that they began to seek liis overthrow. He was 
appointed to keep watch and ward at tke Balm Begam’s 
palace and thus attracted her^notice, and no one could 
then venture to oppose him. He kept h&ck something 
from the pay, perquisites, and rewards of the sepoys 
under him, but they kept an account on paper of all 
that he kept back. A week after the Begam's death 
four hundred of these sepoys rose in a body and fell 
upon him. He managed on some pretence to come to 
Ddrdb ‘Ali Khdu, and threw himself on the ground, 
I)4rdb ‘All Kh4n tried to save him and hid him inside 
his house. He did his utmost to keep him safe : told 
off a company of British troops to quell the mutineers, 
and prepared to render assistance himself with his own 
force which was more than five hundred strong. This 
state of tension continued for some days and nights, but 
the atmosphere gradually cleared up: a claim made by 
his sons by his first wife for their mother’s dowry had 
heen for a' long time pending. In this matter also 
Ddrdb ‘Ali Kh4n came to his rescue and protected him. 

The base and ungrateful wretch had, immediately 
after the Bahu Begam’s death and before this mutiny 
of the sepoys, sent one petition to the Nawdb Wazfr 
and another to Afrin ‘Ali Khdn, Ndzim of the Siibah, 
saying that he possessed the fullest information ^s to 
the deceased Begum’s treasure; that all her money 
property had heen under the guard of his men; 
that he also knew all the embezzlements of he^ 
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* property wMcli Dardb ‘ li Khdn had committed: that, 
as he had been at one time in Shuj4‘u’ddaulah’s service, 
and had been afterwards appointed to Faizdbdd by X^saf- 
ii’ddaulah, he would, if he received orders^ arrest DArdb 
‘AH Kbdn and produce him at Lucknow. He was 
foolish enough to send these petitions to his sons, who ^ 
were in Lucknow pressing their claim against hi^m. He 
also sent some gold coins as a present, They at once 
appropriated Jjhe coin afld showed the letters to the 
dismissed sepoys, wdio had come to Lucknow to seek 
for employment. They obtained the petitions from him 
on some pretext and carried them to Ddrdb ‘Ali Khdn, 
whose eyes were opened to his treachery. He now 
drove him from bis presence and cut him. 

Throughout this critical situation Mirza Shdh Mfr, 
nephew and son-in law of Muhammad Taqi Khdn, and 
his followers sided with Ddrdb ‘Ali Khdn, and shared 
his sleeplessness and anxiety. They worked harcL and 
endured the same hardships for two days and nights* 
This cemented a strong friendship between them. The 
fact became known in the city. After a week a quarrel 
took place between the nephew and uncle about some 
family matters; and not merely did they cease to speak 
to each other, but their several followers carried arms 
and were prepared to fight. Perhaps some of Ddrdb 
‘All Khdn^s retainers may have been moving abonft 
among them watching the game. Anyhow, a servant 
of the Xghd's came to Ddrdb ‘Ali Khdn and demanded 
why, when Mirza Shdh Mfr was the Aghd’s son, Ddrdb 
‘Ali Khdn’s servants turned out armed to take his part. 
Di^rdlf ‘Ali Khdn sent him back to §i^iy that there was 
Some mistake, he knew* nothing of this, and even if 
there had been any one, it was only as a spectator h® 
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had gone; that only a few days before that there had 
been a dispute between Shekh Sa‘dullah and his ser- 
vants, and hundreds of the i^ghd’s men had com©^ to 
his door, saying they had come by their master’s opder 
to back the Shekh’s servants, yet he had not believed 
^ that for a moment nor sent any remonstrance to the 
^gh4 : now why should the itglih be moved by the 
tongues of the common people who loved to make mis- 
chief; that the affair was onn between Jhe Agh4 and 
his son-in law* When Muhammad Taqi Kbdu heard 
this reply, he grew doubly enraged, and, although it 
was after sunset, and it was raining out of season, he 
set out for Lucknow without even preparing for the 
journey. His companions and servants started in a 
hurry and worry some before and some after him. 
I said to Ddr^b ‘Ali Khdn, when the Aghd was passing 
close to his house, that it would be only friendly if he 
went^ out and stopped him. ** Why should 1 ” said Dti- 
rdb ‘Ali Khdn, “ go to stop him, when he has several 
days ago cut na,e dead ? ” I could not venture to say 
icore. When the A'gh4 came near Lucknow, Mr. 
^trachey, who was coming from Lucknow to take over 
the Balm Begam’s estate, met him : and he returned 
with that gentleman to Faizdbdd. When Mr. Stracbey 
left Faizdbdd, he too left and went to Lucknow, and 
he is still living in Lucknow at the date of my writing- 
this history, 1233 A.H. [1818 A.D.]. 

Two days after the Bahu Begam’s death a company* 
of British troops arrived in Faizdbdid, entered the fort, 
and mounted guard at the three gates and on the north 
at the river side. ^Their arrival had been arranged fon 
When Mr. Baillie came to Faizdhdd and the €eeds 
qjrawn up, it occurred to Ddrdb ‘Ali Kh^n that,, as, tN 
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Begam was very old, she might die suddenly like the 
Nawd-b Begam, who passed away while bowing in prayer, 
and Nawdb Yami'nu’ddaulah might hurry from Luckhow, 
post his own troops round the palace, and in plaM 
where treasure was kept; that it would be difficult to, 
remove them afterwards and dispute the estate, and ^ 
the negotiations and contentions which would result 
would last over years and months, and meanwhile the 
Begam’s -dep^endents wdUM be in straits for want of 
their allowances and become scattered. Mr. Baillie 
therefore wrote to the officers commanding British 
troops in places near Faizdbdd, such as Sakrora in the 
north and Sultanpiir in the south, telling them that, 
the moment a camel-trooper came from Diir^b ‘Ali Kh4n 
to summon them, they were to hurry like lightning 
or the wind to Faizabdd. As the person who had 
caused all these misgivings had died a year and a-half 
before, and Nawdb G-hdziu’ddin Haidar gave these 
affairs no thought, there was no need to summon the 
troops, but as the move had been agreed upon it was 
carried out It was necessary to send the camel-trooper 
and, before undertaking the arrangements for the fune- 
ral, Ddr-hb ‘Ali Khdn sent him and called in the 
English troops. The people of the city were accustom- 
ed to unmolested quiet, and there were among them 
many sepoys thrown out of employment, The English 
soldiers and sepoys committed acts of oppression ott 
passers-by and on shopkeepers for their own conveni- 
ence. This tyranny was all laid by the people to D4r4b 
‘Ali Khdn’s charge, saying that, if he had not sent for 
the English troops and the Nawdb^Wazir’s agents had 
been in the city, there would have been none of this 
vexatious conduct. They talked wildly, and said irll 
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soBts of tilings, especially to the sepoys, because they 
had lost their livelihood, and they did not know’ that 
when a master dies his servants are dismissed, and that 
D^rhb ‘Ali Khdn had now no reason for keeping them 
on. 

" I pass over the arrival of the Nawdb Wazir’s sou 
and Rau'Tzdn ‘Ali Khdu in Faizdbdd, their inquiry into 
Ddrdb ‘Ali Khdn’s embezzlements of various kinds, the 
failure to prove any, the subsequent visit of the Nawdb 
Wazir’s son to Ddrdb ‘Ali Khdn's house, the Khdn's 
presenting to him trays of valuables, and his return to 
Lucknow, and the disappointment of those who had 
charged Ddrdb ‘Ali Khdn with embezzlement. It is a 
long story and 1 do not think it necessary to narrate it. 

The management of the Begam’s jdgirs remained 
In Ddrib ‘Ali Khdn’s hands. He sent in his resignation 
three^times to the Nawdb Wazir, but it was not accept- 
ed. He then addressed Mr. Strachey and begged him 
to use his influence that the resignation might be ac- 
cepted. The Kesident asked him why he was so 
anxious to resign, and assured him that, if he distrusted 
the JNawdb Wazir, he would guarantee to him that 
nothing irregular would be done nor would any act of 
had faith be committed. Ddrdb ‘Ali Khdn replied that 
he had been accustomed to act as the Begam’s agent, 
but he had really been master; that he could not hope 
to-be in the same position now under the Nawdb Wazir, 
and he did not deem it proper to have to invoke the 
aid of the English about every little matter that might 
arise between him and the Nawdb Wazir; that, tl^ok^ 
to the Bahu Begam, he had accumulated enough tb' 
suffice for the wants of the short term of life now left 
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lo him, and the Company had also fixed a monthly 
stipeiid for him ; he wanted nothing more. The Kesi- 
deKft was pleased to find him so contented and pronfised 
to move in his behalf. When he returned to Lucknow 
he induced the Nawdb Wazfr to’ accept the resignation. 

The Khfin now devoted his leisure to the building of 
the Bahu Begam’s tomb and performing the ce|;emonies 
of F4tiha and ‘Urs, and attending to the lighting of 
her tomb ; and he passed ®night and day in rigid religi- 
ous observances, the study of commentaries on the- 
Qurdn and of the sayings of the Prophet, and the com- 
pany of learned men, poets, and masters of every art. 
He took so great an interest in the surviving servants 
of the Begara’s house and other persons who had a 
claim on his heart and his thoughts, that in a short 
time young and old forgot their sorrow for the depar- 
ture of their great benefactress, tie was kind, thought- 
ful, and affable as he had always been, and answered 
the roughest with mildness, and struggled to check all 
anger and ill-temper, He often said that he had now 
nothing left to wish for in this world hut two things? 
one, to complete the Begam’s mausoleum according to 
her desire : the other, to go to Lucknow once and 
obtain a private interview with the Nawdb Wazir, thafc 
he might once for all assure him of his loyalty and. 
remove from his heart all misimpressions which self- 
seekers had endeavoured to create. In 1232 A.H. 
[1817 A.D.] in the month of Kahi^u’ssdni, when ho 
went to Lucknow to pay his respects to the Governor, 
he left me behind him, while he returned to Faizabdd 
for s«me reason, to arrange for his^ interview with the 
Nawdb Wazir; but many a wish is doomed to disap- 
pointment, ai^d his two wishes were not fulfilled, ani 
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lie carried tlie regret of them to the grave. He ha(J 
lived to the age of fifty-eight years and had in this" span 
experienced disappointments. In 1214 A.H. ,[1?99 
A.D.] he had adopted his younger brother’s son, a®lad 
of seven years, circumcised him, arranged for his 
^ marriage, placed him under a tutor, and when the youth 
was in his twelfth year and was affording promise of 
intelligence and goodness, he caught cold and was 
carried off by a fever. Sonre years aft^r he bought 
several Habshi boys, and he put one of them in the 
position of the lad who had died and did for him all 
that he had done for the other. Although this Habshi 
had not any personal dignity or high bearing, he was 
grateful to his benefactor and true to his friends. He 
died in JamMi,u’ss4ni of the year 12fe A.H. [1817 
A..I).]. There was also Mahbiib *Ali, a eunuch, with 
whom Ddr4b ‘AH Khdn. had a warm friendship. He 
was free and easy-going, and passionately fond of music 
and singing. He was himself proficient in both, and 
devoted night and day to these pleasures. If he heard 
a professional singer sing, or one came to the city, he 
invited him to his house, profited by his art, and made 
him presents of money and dress. He became a tho- 
rough Bohemian, and thought of nothing else in the 
% world- but such occupations. He was an eloquent 
talker and charmed listeners with his conversation. 
Several times he left the Begam’s darbdr without per- 
mission, was arrested and brought back, but the Bahu 
Begam and D4rdb ‘Ali Khdn never punished him as he 
■deserved, They winked at his misbehaviour. This 
was altogether owing to his manner, which was ir<j?esis- 
Bbly winning. Withal he was very much afraid, of 
-#ath. Though every one living is dejected M the 
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prospect of that event, he was so possessed with the 
horrdV of it, that if any one by forgetfulness or misad- 
veature uttered the word death,'' fear cast its shMow 
over his heart for days, and hence he was very particu- 
lar that no one should mention the word in his presence. 
Here some verses from Ndzim Hirdti's Masnavi, Yiisuf- 
0-Zulaikhd” have occurred to me, which are very 
appropriate, and I quote them : — 

^ 1 , 

How sparkling is the ruddy wine 
Of life, its bouquet sweet : 

But most we feel its potent charms* 

: When youth and pleasure meet. 

Yet in thy youth avoid excess, 

The shame of sober age : 

Time was when pride obscured my mind 

In lust’s unbridled rage. » 

3 . 

Then- virtue fled at ray approach 
And vice my presence hailed : 

■ In me was rooted recklessness 
And callousness prevailed. 

4 . 

No fear had I of wrath of God, 

By royal smiles befooled ; 

A thorn a rose, a rose was dew. 

While sense my bosom ruled. 

5 . 

^ If hap the breath of godliness ; , 

Breathed o’er my fevered IJfead, 

As wine grows pale when it is stale 

With shame my colour fled. • 
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6 . 

In eager haste of joy to taste 

My head was turned with pride ; 

Men gave me up as one a cup. 

When empty, thrusts aside. 

7 . 

In folly’s rout my breath blew out 
The light that wisdom shed : 

With vicious spite I fled from right 
On passion's pinion^ped. 

8 . 

Like lamp alight my heart each night 
Glowed by the wine cup fed : 

By anguish wrung each morning hung 
Upon my breast my head. 

9 . 

If claimed the Book of God my look, 

I nothing seeing saw, 

JFor Terror’s dart transfixed my heart 
Before His holy law. 

10 . 

From house of prayer like lion’s lair 
I fled inspired with dread : 

The chancel seemed a sword that gleamed 
O’er my devoted head. 

11 . 

The call to prayer I signal made 
To wake the voice of song : 

The gurgling wine my orison 
In Bacchanalian throng. 

19 . 

If knee I bent, ’twas with intent 
To IKun the face of God : 

If eye I raised, it was to court 
My fellow creature’s nod. 
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13 . 

While bound by Youth’s delusive spell * 
I viewed Old Age with scorn, 
Forgetting how my fickle friend 
Forsakes both rose and thorn. 

14 . 

Each has his halcyon days of youth, 

But Youth is like the night : 

When Night ou| eyes in slumber seals 
* She takes her stealthy flight, 

16 . 

Youth’s dazzling fairness cheats our eyes 
Like an enchantress fair : 

Like the new moon no sooner seen 
Than vanished into air. 

16 . 

I blame not youth, for youth the fire 
To poet’s song imparts : 

Careless and gay in youth— thou art . 
A wreck when youth departs. 

17 . 

Soon as my days of youth had passed 
The world’s allurements ceased : 

No more was poison bane to me 
Nor sweet the dainty feast. 

^ 18 . 

Old Age, life’s winter, in his arms 
Embracing held me fast, 

And shed my pride as leaves are shed 
Of trees by wintry blast. 

19 . 

The very smell of wine would now 
My feeble brain excite ; 

Its fumes, as smoke obscures a flame. 
Bedim my failing sight. 
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20 . 

Shines like the sun mvy trembling head,- 
Denuded of its hair : 

My limbs are restless as the stars 
Revolving in the air. 

21 . 

These lips that loved the wine to drain 
My rueful fingers smite : 

And heavy downward l^ngs my head 
That erst with wine was light. 

22 . 

My heart that shone a mirror bright 
Is clouded o’er with dust ; 

My tongue, a sword once keen of edge, 
Corroded is with rust. 

23 . 

Where once a nosegay in my breast 
I wore, repentance sits, 

And through the warp of life regret 
Like weaver’s shuttle flits. 

24 . 

My heart a censer is : the flames 
Of self-contempt arise : 

And when I would that tears might flow, 
Its smoke obstructs my eyes. 

25 . 

Deranged the parts that fitted well, 

My frame is out of gear ; 

And out has died the cheerful fire : 

Its place is cold and drear. 

26 . 

So thin am I by slow decay 
DeSth will unable be 

Without the aid of optic glass ’ 

My meagre form to see. 
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27 . 

Yet to tte world’s concerns my heart 
So obstinately clings, 

That hope will rise beyond the range 
Of unexpected things, 

28 . 

When I bethink mo I must leave 
Some day this garden fair, 

Ij^tromble like a»naked form 
Touched by the wintry air. 

29 . 

Yet blame me not the thought of doatli 
Should cause me such distress * ; 

For now of life f realize 

The utter pricelessuess. 

30 . . 

Some with parade of courage hide 
A craven heart beneath : 

A potsherd is his heart who shows 
A pearl between bis teethe 

31 . 

Anxious on ctbers to impress 
He fears not death, not he. 

He 'cannot move bis tongue but this 
His empty boast must be-: 

32 . 

** What’s death ? ’Tis one if here on earth 
Or underneath I am.” 

But- well the wise the secret know ; 

His courage is a sham. 

33 . 

No patriarch for all his days 
But felt his courage fail ; 

Can I then hope the foe to face 
And not with terror quail 
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34 . 

If man there be will dare to say : 

“ I do not fear to die/' 

E’en though he drew Messiah's breath, ^ 

1 call his words a lie.* 

36 . 

p What though his lips should feign to sing 

The merry roundelay, 

The sighs that from hia bosom rise 

A stricken heart bCtray. r 

36 . 

Come, fill a bowl to cheer my soiil ; 

Though Death in ambush wait, 

And with his dart wo\ild strike my heart, 

'Twill life anew create, 

37 . 

To smother care and joys repair 
A brimming beaker give : 

The tide shall rush with kindling blush 
p' And my dry bones shall live. 

In the year 1233 A.H. [1818 A.D,] the atmosphere 
of Lucknow became vitiated and such a stench pre- 
vailed that night and day hundreds of corpses were 
being carried out of every street. Any one who ate rice 
at night, vomited in the morning and died, and the 
number of the sick was beyond all computation. After 
slaying its thousands the pestilence became less severe 
at Lucknow, and calling in at several villages and towns 
on its way and preying on their inhabitants, it estab- 
lished itself for a time at Faizdbdd. When it had slain 
only two or three, it turned its attention to Mahbdb 

* The reading in the M.S. is defective, and that in the copy of the complete 
• poem which I have consulted is douhtfuL One possible reading would require me 
to translate tliis line : “ He cannot God defy ; " hut I adhere to the rendering al- 
ready given on page 259, for the point lies in the fact that Christ prayed that the 
(pp might pass from Him, showing that even He, whom Idle grave could not keep, 
Bhxahk from death. 
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‘All, ^nd, like a sudden calamity, the enemy, who can- 
iio| be diverted by tears or force or money, fell upon 
him unprepared while wrapt in his music and his songs, 
and carried him ojff in a day. DdiAb ‘AH Khdn was 
suffering with a pain in his bead when he beard of 
Mahbdb ‘AH’s death, and he said: “Let us see what* 
“friends the Simoom will sweep away.”- His •cheerftiL 
ness forsook him. He had not recovered from this 
blow when tlie enemy laid his hand upon Sultan ‘AH 
Khdn, his adopted son, who had just returned bringing 
with him from the west some swift and handsome hors- 
es at the cost of several thousands of ‘rupees, and was 
busy looking after them and feeding bis heart with 
the sight of them morning and evening. The best phy- 
sicians did their utmost to save. him. They sprinkled 
him with cold water and rose water : but the heat of 
his body only grew more intense. The poet Sa‘di 
says : — '' 

“ Doctors are vaiu when death is at the door ; 

“ Each tried specific works its wont no more. 

“ Drastics and binding drugs effects the same 
Produce, and water feeds like oil the flame ; ” 

and the pestilence carried him off after nine or ten daya. 
These two deaths filled Dd,r4b ‘AH Khdn’s heart with 
grief and he grew despondent and indifferent to hi$ 
own condition. He was too reserved to give voice to 
his feelings, but those who had their eyes open could 
see that the sorrow for the loss of these two friends was 
too deeply seated to pass away. 

Two months or so before this an abscess had 
foriSed on the upper part of the *ieft side of his chest 
near the heart. It caused him discomfort. The, physi- 
cians and surgeons said that there were two courses "of 
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-treatment open, either to open the abscess and pen^it the 
matter to discharge itself or to reduce it without lettjng 
the matter out. Ddrd,b ‘Ali Khdn learned that the 
first would involve great delay and trouble and he 
ordered them to try the second method. This course 
^ was adopted. As the purulent matter wanted an outlet, 
it now burned inwards, and gradually a difficulty of 
breathing ensued, accompanied by a slight pain. Al- 
though he sometimes complained of the pHn, his whole 
attention was not given to its relief. For a year before 
this he had had a cough. One evening he was reading 
^ masnavi of MauMna Riim* and he was siezed with 
so violent a fit of conghing that he could not read. He 
banded me the book, I said to him that, when he had 
wealth and physicians were among his servants, he 
should not neglect his health. He answered with the 
wtmost indifference: “All right, I intend to take a 
purgative.'’ Then came the news that the Governor 
was coming from the south and repeated letters came 
from Pandh ‘Ali Beg, the court agent, and from the 
Resident, pressing him to come to Lucknotr and meet 
him. He had to go, and so he went to Lucknow. He 
returned, after a stay of six days, to Faizdhdd and took 
the purgative. It did him no good. One day in Rajjab 
1233 A.H. [1818 A.D.] he coughed very violently and 
vomited. He put up so much blood that he fainted and 
people thought he was dying. A stopping of the pulse, 
^coldness of the extremities, absence of signs of respira- 
tion, and all the signs of death were observable. 
;Xhose who saw him despaired of him and began to make 
;jp,.loud noise with 4heir mourning, but he opened his 
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eyes, and comforted the mourners. A similar attack 
t)C|;urred two days after, and the amount of blooji he 
put up on these two occasions was in all about four 
pounds. ' ; 

It is true, as these two occurrences show, that the# 
thread of life is no stronger than a spider’s ^eb, and 
the world is not more lasting than the creation of a 
talisman, buf the actual 'experience was coming, and he 
knew it. He sent for Mir Najaf ‘Ali F4zil, in whom 
dwelt naturally, and not by mere cultivation, all good 
and pure qualities, the son of his owJi old tutor, and 
expressed his repentance, forsook all sins, deadly or 
venial, and renounced all the evil passions of the human 
heart. He began to dispense charity and do good 
works. He gave away gold and silver, clothes, ele- 
phants, and horses to the poor and needy. He trusted 
no one, but gave them away himself, and bad the very 
food he distributed to the poor cooked in ‘his own pre- 
sence. This continued till the moment he expired. 
He became so weak that he could not rise or sit down 
. or walk without assistance. He adopted two unusual 
practices now. One was that he insisted on the con- 
tinual presence of all his servants and his friends with 
him. If any of them were absent, even on any urgent 
necessity for a day or two, he was very displeased, and 
he dismissed some servants on this account. The other 
was that he found fault with any one who uttered a 
word that did not fall in with his ideas. Three or four 
^ physicians attended him day and night : and several of 
his friends came and stayed in the house with him. 

While he was in this state, he moved to the B4^h 
“Dilkushd, which is near the Guptdr Ghdt overlookii^ 
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tbe river, whicli he had built and laid out at a cpst of 
fiixtj thousand rupees. He ordered all his servants, 
new and old, to come and stay with him there, and said 
he would dismiss any one who ventured to go home*‘for 
one moment. He remained seventeen days there and 
^ then returned to his house. He sent reports regularly 
as to his^ condition to Naw4b Ghdziuddfn Haidar, and 
he received kind replies. He was careful to observe 
tke five hours of prayer. ' • 

Two or three days before the Td of Ramzdn the 
soles of his feet became swollen and he lost all hope 
and knew that £is time was up. He had always said 
that there was no better thing in the world than charity, 
and that, as the monthly allowance he drew from tbe 
Company was enough for him, he would spend what- 
ever he had saved on the poor. A year before his 
death I had written a note and handed it to him, citing 
the Begam as an example, and advising him to follow 
it and execute a will. He thought over it two or three 
days and then said to me that once a man dies he has 
nothing to do with the world: he cannot return, so let 
happen what will : whatever the Begam did she did to 
perpetuate her memory, not for any good that it did 
her. He put the matter off in this fashion, and made 
no disposition of his property. Throughout his illness, 
although his bodily strength failed, his mental faculties 
were unimpaired, and he had control of all Ms powers, 
but eventually a blister rose upon his tongue and he 
began to stutter. On Saturday, the 5th of Shawwdl, 
1233 A.H. [1818 A.D.] this symptom disappeared in 
the morning and he seemed to recover. He spoke 
%eely to his friends and they were delighted to notice 
thb improvement in his condition. When I went to visit 




liim, I noticed tMs as soon as I came to the door, and I 
hearcf him remark to some one that I was late- in 
Modeling. Mlrza Fid^ Husen whispered to me that thi^ 
revfyal of a person who showed all the signs of death 
Was beyond his comprehension; that people recovered 
gradually from chronic ailments, and this sudden • 
recovery portended a fatal issue, When I cam(j back in 
the afternoon, I found that the weakness had returned, 
even increased, and I wSs at a loss to comprehend iL 
His condition remained the same on Sunday. Night 
came on. About 3 a.m. on Monday the doctors came 
in. One felt for his pulse and found it in the right hand, 
after a long interval, weak as a thread. It was w holly- 
imperceptible in the left. He sat down in silence. 
Another tried his pulse and sat down in silence. D4rdb 
‘Ali Khdn asked him how he' was? “ All’s well, thank 
Qod,” said he. Mir Mur^aza, who was his regular medi- 
cal attendant, came and sat down near him. ‘Ali 

Khdn said to him; “You see how lam. But there is 
“ much phlegm in my chest and I am so weak I cannot 
cough it up. You must try and afford me some 
relief.” To this his physician replied ; “ You must 
now look to God. Your case is beyond medical relief; 
all that we can do has been done.” When be beard 
this sentence, he sent for Mir Akbar ‘Ali, bis treasurer* 
His intention bad been ever since he had been seized 
with this illness to divide out a lak of rupees among 
bis servants and do what be pleased with the rest of higr 
money. On Saturday, the 5th Shawwdl, when he first 
experienced some relief, he sent for Munshi Subhdn ‘Alt 
KhM, and drew up a list of servants and dependents 
and allotted them various gratuities, and he intended 
to send this to the Eesident at Lucknow : but when ha 
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remembered that tbe Begam's servants and dependent®’ 
had left Faizdbdd and become scattered notwithstanding: 
the provision she had made for them, he tore np the 
paper or left it with the Munshi. He then drew ifp a 
document and forwarded it to the Resident at Lucknow, 
p. to the effect that his savings, to an amount which he 
specified^ were to be invested with the Company as 
trustees ; that his brother Bdja Bodh Singh was to 
draw tbe interest, and he be^iueathed t« his brother 
his monthly allowance of four thousand rupees and all 
the rest of his estate, from which he was to maintain 
his servants, with complete power to allot allowance® 
and to retain or cut off whom he pleased. When he 
sent for Mir Akhar ‘Ali, he called for money and divided 
it out among his attendants. . As it was then about 
3 A.M., many were absent, and so some got their share 
ahd some did not. They say that a scramble took 
placerand whatever any one could grab he took, as if it 
were his father’s property he was carrying off. In the 
morning Mir Naw^b Fdzil began to read the Qurdn and 
Ddrd-b ‘All Khdn told him to read only tbe Sjdrah YMn 
and then he stopped him. About 8 a<m:. of that day^ 
Monday, the 7th Shawwd,! 1233 A.H, [1818 A.D.] he 
asked for food. He ate more than usual, and lay 
down; then turned over and died. 

: As eunuchs have no heirs, and in this case the 
mistress was dead who had cared for him, and all pre^ 
sent were his subordinates, there was no one to under- 
take tbe arrangements for his interment. As long as 
the breath was in ^his body all hung round him* and 
: «,beyed his order, but, the moment he expired, they fled, 
.fllA Mli^ ‘Ali F^zil and Mir Naw^h Fdzil were 
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left sitting alone at tlie head of his bed with the Qurdn 
in their hands. 

Mir Akbar ‘Ali, who bad the custody of the ward- 
robe, the treasure, and the seals, had secretly made 
all the necessary preparations, but, before the corpse 
could be removed, a crowd of gaping spectators, court 
servants, policemen, and messengers of the English 
intelligence department, rushed in, shoes and all, and 
soiled the c?^pets and floorcloths, as if the place 
belonged to them, and they excluded us, the old friends of 
the deceased. At last the corpse was brought out and 
we buried it in the Imdmhdra, in the middle of the hall, 
beside Jawihir ‘Ali Khdn’s remains. The crowd then 
dispersed. 

Mir Akbar ‘Ali carried the corpse in state from the 
river to the Im^mbdra, scattered money for the poor, 
stretched a gold-embroidend canopy above the grave, 
and covered the grave with a flowered sheet, appointed 
Qurdn-readers, and distributed food, according t.o the 
custom of Hindiistdn, on the Third, Tenth, Twentieth f 
and Fortieth days after. But, as the Company had 
taken over the estate of the deceased, he could not 
perform all these ceremonies on the scale which his 
heart would have desired. 

1 must stop now, as the disputes which followed his 
death have not yet come to an end. If I continue in the 
full enjoyment of my bodily and mental faculties, I 
shall resume this history when those disputes are 
ended. 

^ THE END. 
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